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TO THE NINTH EDITION. 



Of the many gallant exploits and daring adventares by 
land and by sea, wbick hare added to the reputation aad 
noble deeds of EneiisbmeD, there is none of vhich we have 
^ater reason to be proud than those perilouB exploTations 
ID the Arctic Ilegions, which wUl ever render tlie nine- 
teenth centiiry a maf ked era in the history of Nations. 

Dansera and bardshipa eeem rather to attract than to 
appsl tne adventurous Engl iaLman, and privato and public 
esplorationa have followed each other ia Bueh quick 
aucceaaion, daring the past ten years, that it has beea 
somewhat difficult to keep pace with the record of them. 
Eterj fluoceeding voyager and traveller aeema to have 
striven to outdo his predecessors in eequiriitg fame, 
and in the boldness and daring with which he has pro- 
secuted his rcsearcheB. If we have had little opportunity for 
the display of heroiam in the competitive war struggle on 
the ocean of late years, our naval officers have at leaat 
Booght and gained reputation in the icy fields of the Arctio 
Eeeiona, in the extended search for our lost countrymen 
under Sir John Franklin. The Chart of the Polar Begions 
will ever be a striking memorial of what can be done by 
brave hearts and willing hands. The highly wrought 
pictures of fiction fade before the simple aud atern truths 
of reahtj, and the narratives of Arctio Discovery have an 
osciting interest and thrilling pathos, which will eveac 
render them deeply attractive to both old and young in 
all agea. Even when the melancholy personal iuterestwhidi 
ia now felt by those who mourn for relatives and friends 
lost in Arctic voyages shall have subaided, the stirring 
history recorded in fliese pagea wdl have an interest for 
future generations wLcq all who have taken part in them 
shall have passed away. 

The love of adventure is inherent in the breast of the 
Engliabmnn, and shows itself in a hundred varied shapes, 
but in none more prominently than in the desire to ei- 
plore unknown countries and distant regiona. Maritime 
discovery has been tbo pecoliai field of British entorpriae 
and British glory, and m no (\>iSitex \iBi 'i. loaaJS. «. 'Si'sts 



PSI7ACE TO TBE ITIMIH xmTlOX. 

extended £ck1 of operatioa than in. the channelB aroiui<i 
the North Pole. To restrain this energy and spirit ol 
adventure within prudent limits is inpoaalble. It niU 
find Hcope for hazard in some quarter, whetlier it be in 
ascending Mont Bianc, penetrating the unknown rivers of 
Africa, Asia, or America, or exploring the interior o£ 
Australia. There are some restlesB spirits that shine out 
brightest in danger and daring, and the result of much of 
this research in distant quarters has certainly been bene- 
fioial. Many men have attained to distinguished eminence 
by their courage, perseverance, and enterprise in accom- 
plishing journeys and voyages of great peril, and attended 
with immense difBoultiea. None can read the accounts of 



the various journeys and voyages by land i 
determine the question of a North West Passage, and the 
fate of the expedition under Sir John Franklin, without 
being impressed with admiration for the spirit of hcroiiini 
which sustained the explorers through so many perils 
and privations. 

In the following pages I have sought merely to furnish 
a simple digest of the different voyages and travels in the 
Arctic Regions, ending with that final but satisfactory ex- 
pedition of Capt. M'Clintock, which informed us of th 
fate of Sir John Franklin and his ships, an inquiry tl- 
had previously baffled all investigation. 

That this little work has reached a ninth edition, 
mot with ao large and eitonded a sale, is to bo atlriV 
more to the general, nay universal, interest which has 
felt on the subject itself, than to any credit I can aa 
for the narrative. Long, however, may the stoi 
Arctic discovery be reid and pondered over, whetl- 
the fireside of our auiet English homes, at the 
table of our swlors ana soldiers, in the shepherd's 
Australia, or in the log cabin of America ; whe 
may he that England's sons read over the detaile- 
of those bold deeds and adventurous discoverers, 
participate in the noble spirit of those who havf 
died in their country's service, and have jus' 
be proud that they too are Englishmen, and j- 
in the glory, honour, and renown which hav 
achieved by many through great peril and 
the " land that bears a world-wide name." 
P. L. f 




IntroductDrj Remarka 1 

UltlB known of the ArcUe Regions — Notice of Captain Fhipps' 
mjiLge. — Pttrj't and Franfelln'a opinions on s North-west 
puuge. — AbatTBct of Sir John Butow'b works on Arctlo 
dscovory. — Engludl neglect of hm nauUeat heroet. 

CaptiuD John lloss's voyt^e in tLe Iiabdla luid Alexander 

to Hudson's Bay in 1818 11 

Names of ofllcers and men.— Ships Tiaited hj the naUres of 
Greenland. — AbnndBnceofblraHOnlliiacoaal. — Gait ofvdnd. 
—Bed >DO».—LBnu aster Sonnd.— The fltbulous Crokcr mooa- 
talDB. — Agnee monument. — Large bear abot. — Eetum home. 

Voyage of BucLau and Franklin in the Donthea and Treni 

to Spitzborgen, fie., 1818 IT 

Htmet of officers and complement, &c. — Fanciflil apjiearanoc of 
iceberg*. — ShlpjairtTCBt Spitibergcn. — Anchorln Magdalene 
bMy. — Hanging icebergs. — Immense Socks of birds. — Dinger- 
oni ajcent of Botge Hill. — Attack of walnuea, — Surprised by 
nnloDked-tbr Tisltors. — Deront fueling of rccliuca. — Expedition 
pots to aei again, — Part; lose themselves on Ibe ice, — Sbipa 
damaged by pressure of Uie floes.— Dangerous poGltion of the 
Bhips. — They take refuge in the main pack of Icebergs. — 
Tesseli pot Into Fair Baren to stop leaks and refit.— Beturn 



Franklin's Fint Land Expedition, 1819-21 SI 

Party leare England in the Prince of fPolM,— Beach Hudson's 
Bay failory by theendof Angust. — Proceed by the liyen and 
lakes to Cumberland Houec—ArriTe at Fort Chlpewyan after 
■ winter jDiimey of eal miles. — Engage TOyageun and guides. 
-Hake the acquaintance of AkaitcUo.tbe Indian cliief.- Push 
cm for Fort Enterprise, vhii^b is made their wrnter residence 
kfter a iDyage of ESS miles. — Exploring eicoislone carried 
on during the winter. — '■ GreeE Sloclinga," the Indian heaotj- 
^m —Stores and Ee^ulmaiix lntN>ti«Xiai aitVi«(— %^i^l •A.Sk^^— 



I winter. — BufTeringof' 

CreBdlbl liBrdallips . 
Journey from fkmine and fsllpte. — Deaih of Fitveral of the 
jmty,— 'Ur. Bood is mnnl^FTed }>jr Ulrhtl the Itoquoia, wbo 
Ibr tbelr maCual ulMy u kUled br Dr. Hiciumlson.— Hunger 
(nd femina endured by the parly. — Their oliiniiitB relief. 

Parry's Finit Voyage in Ibe Htcla. and Griper, 1810-20 . . t 
Names of oOlcei 

I islands, cnpesand chanoclB.— Beaches Melviilelilaud.—Expe- 
I dition cross the meridian of 110 deg. W., and become entitled 
U to the FarUamentu? reward of fsOUD.— Drop anchor fbrthe 
[ -flist time. — Land on the itland. — AbnndaDee ot snimals 
I fcnnd. — An esploring party lose themaelTts ftr three days. — 
n But are recovered and bronght back.— Vesseli! get into winter 
V quarters. — A MS. newspaper pnWisliefl. — Amateur plays per- 
il formed.^-Obaeryatory deatroyed by fire.— -Scurvy mates jtfl 
appearance, — Cicns put on short sllowanec. — An excursioD 
tf a fortnight made to examine the Island. — Ships get cleu- 
of the iec. — But are unable In make further progress to the 
westward, and their return to EnglaudiadetemuneilDn. 

Jarre's Seoond VoTsge in tha Ftuy and SaSa, 1S21-S3 . . ' 

Bia opinion as to a North-west passage. — Names of offlceit, fto.. 
of the expedition.— Make Kesolntion Island at the entrance t^ 
Hndion Htralt.— Dangere of Uie Ice.— Fell in with Hndno' 
Bay Cumpiuiy'a Bliip«, and emigrant Temri. with IMtch cot 
idi^ta proceeding to Bed Biyer. — Two immense bears lulled. 
Bcscriptlon of tho Eaquimanx.— Surreys made of all the 1 
dentations and coasts of this locallty.^ — Ships drlTon back I 
the cnirent and drifl-ice, — Take np their winter quarters. 
And resort to theatrical amusements again. — Schools est 
Hshcd.— Great severity of tho winter.— Suryeylng operaf 
Tesnmed. — Intelligent Ssquiunux Ibtnole affords vali 
llydrograplilcal Inibrmation. — Perilous posiUon of the J 
— Her n^racnlous release. — Ships pass their second wir 
Tglo<alk.— THb Fury and Hecia Stroit examiued.— Ice 
up. — Ships driven about by the current for thlrty-flve 
At last gain the Atlantic, and make for England. 

Voyage to Spitzbergen and Greeulw 

1SS3 

ut Captain Sabine to make ob«rvattDn&«~' 

—Proceed thence to Pendulum IsUndi ' 

Greenland surveyed.— Captain CUtciIt 
Of nineteen men carry on an eKploring exped' 
I night.- Heetwitbatribeof Esqulmaox.- Sh' 
' Uike for the const of Norway. — Anchor in J 
I — Observations being (■omplelcd, ship return 



Lyon's Tojage in the Griper, 182i , ........ E 

Is Bcnt to aurve^ and esuniiae tlK lUaiU and sborca of Arclic 
America, — ArriVM in Oie Channel known «s Hoe's Welcomo. — 
EncounUTB alerriflfl gals. — iBmimminflnt danger in the Bay 
of GcKl-a Mercy.— Suffers from anotlmr fcBTful rtoon.— TbB 
alilp being qaite orippled, and ImvlnglMtiLll her auolwn.lsc, 
is obUeed to retain home. 

Pany'sThiril Voyage in tha Bala and Fary, 1824-25 , . ! 
ef of otBcen, &0. — Seda luid on ha bioadsidfl 
ipe reach Lancaatfr Sound.— Ent^r Begent 
w at Port Bowcn, — Dreary oharactei of ttie 






^t up. — Exploring partiea sent out inland and 
ita. — Ships are re]«aaed,but beset by Iba ice, and 
led bythepaidcdownthelaiel. — J^iy driven on shore aad 
abandoned, — -lEetum voyage necessarily detcrzniaed on. — - 
aoarcity of animal Ibod in thla locsUCy. — Hecla arrives at 
feteriiead. — Fairy's oiiinions of tlie North-west puaage. 



Fraiiklm's Seoond Luid Expedition, 1825-2S. 



BDccMipanyiBg him. — AniTi in Nev York and 
h the HHdwa'3 Bay Company's territories. — 
-t Franlilin on Gnat Bear Lalis. — A pioneer 
party proceedi to enunhie the Btale of the Ptdar Sfla.^Ketnm 
fBd pau tlie long irinter. — DiwicDd the Uatkenzie in the 
^- — '- - -Party diTlde; Frankiin and Bact proceeding to the 
ird, whilst Dr. KiohardBon and Mr, Sendal. &c., ibllOTr 
la Coppfrrralne Hlver. — Prankiin cuoonnterfl a fierce tribe of 
liqilimaaz at the aea. — Aflfr ft month's surrey to tlie eaM- 
I, Franklin and Iiis party rrtraee Uieir Wcps. — Find 
Oohardson and Kendal had returned befbie them, ailar 
ling and exploring Dolphin and Dnlon Etniit. — Anotlier 
■r spent at Fort Franklin, — Intsnalty of the cold. — Large 
■lleotion of objects of natnrsl history made by Mr. Dmm- 
>unid. — Franlclln'ij itruggle bet\VGea afiectian and duty, — 
I'uty return to England. 

3> Babring Strait in the BUatimi, 

Anohora off Petropanlowiki. — EeoeiTeB inlelligenee of Party^ 
safe return. — Interview with the natite*. — Correot hydro- 
graphieal dcKiiptiwu gtrcn by the Eiqulmaux. — Ship's bout 
pndiH on to the eastwBid as far aa P<nnt Enrrow, to conmn- 
flMBate vlth Franklin, — Crew in danger from ihe netires. — 
o their ships, — The flfosMM proceeds to 
IB Paelfle t« lepleniBh her provisions.— Ri " . ™ - - - - 

t KDt out to learn lldlnga of Franklin Is wnndcsd. 
e lata eoUIdoB *rith hoslilB 
picked np b7 «w('n\^— ■'OES^ti. 
bi, and Vaz eWp ttWras to ^u^XotA. 




.but is 

redtsd. I 



Panr'a Fourth m PoUr Voyage in the ffecla, 1827 . . . \ 

PlMU and anggHtioni of Sporesby, Benufoy. nnd Fr»nlilio for 

■ tTBTelllng In akds^x OVFT the ice.— Names of olBcen employed. 

I — Ship embarks reindeer on tho Korwiy ooast. — Expsrienoe* 

I ■ tremendous gaie — Beset by ice for n monOi.— Ancliors St 

I Bpiiibet^en. — Sledge-bOBti pMpared foj the Ice Journey. — 

DBsoription of them.— Night turned Into da.y.— Slow progresa. 

— Occupalione of the party. — Lone gniund hy the Bouthwanl 

drift of the ice.— Bear sliot.— Kotloes of uilawh sreu,— Reach 

northemmoat known land. — The islet imued after Boas. — 

Betnm U> the eMp. — rarry's subsequent sugscstions on this 

mode of travelling. —Sir John Barrow'a commeuU th^ri'on.— 

' ■■ " ■■ ' ' mey.— Keview of Parry's 



Captain John EoBB'a Second Voynge in tie Fidorj, 1829-33 107 

Boss seeks official employment fi'om the Admiralty on another 
Arctic Toyage. — Ib refused, — Funda are furntahed Ijy Mr. Felix 
Booth.— The Hctorveteameipurchased.—Engafieshia nephew, 
Comnuindei James Boss, « hie Becoad in command. — Liat of 
other ofllcers. — Sliip enconntera a gale, »nd la obliged to pnt 
Into Holateiuboi^ to refit, — Proceed on their voyage. — £ater 
Lancastei Sound and Begent Inlet. — Beach Fury Bench. — 
Find abDndance of etorei there and preserved provisions In 
excellent condition.— Beplenish their stock.- Fraeeed down 
the inlet.— Pertls of the lee,- Vessel secured in Felix Harbour 
tin the winler. — EiqnimauK liiit the ehlp. — Furnish very 

plores Boss's Strait, and pushes on to King William's' Land. 
— Diflleulty of disUngalsbing land from aes. — Keaohes Point 
Victory, and turns back.— Ship sets clear of the ice, aHer 
eleven months' imprisonment, but in a week is again froien in, 
■nd the party are detained dnring another severe winter. — 
Farther discoveries made, and Commander Ross plants the 
British Flag on the North magDetic pole, — In Aognst, 13S1, 
the ehipis warped ont, and makes sail, but after beating aboat 
fbr a month, is again frozen in, and rather than spend a fourth 
winter, there being no prospect of releasing the ship, she ii 
abandoned, and the crew make for Fury Beach, — pfovlaiooj 
and boats taken on with great labour. — Party eicct a canvas 
hnt, which they name Somerset Honse, — In a month, the 
boats being prepared for tlie voyage, the party embark and 
Teach the month of the inlet.- Barrow's Strait is found one 
compact mas!i of ice. — They are obliged to fall back on the 
at Fury Beach to spend their fourth winter. — Placed 
rt aliowsnee, — In the spring they again embark in their 
boata, and succeed in reachiag Lancaster Sound, — Fall In 

whalers, — Are received on board the lanbella, Captain. 

's old ship. — Arrive home. — rubtio reJolcioga for their 
tafety.— Rewards granted.- Beaumi of Captain John BosaV 



Captain Back's LeiiiiI Joomey in aearcb. of Bom, lS33-3u 

Atlfntinn culled 1o the misaiog expedition by Dr. KichardsDtL. ' 
—Plana of relief suggesleA— Public tocctins held to 
on beat moBauro. — Ainple fiinda rBised. — CBptain Ba 
IMta.—'Laves England in compaar with Dr. Ein 
■geun and guides. &0., engagiul In Canada. — Fart; puilin 
through the noHh-vrest country. — DreadfU auffl-'ringa fromH 
insect pcsta.— Keach Fort Resolution, on Great Slave Laki,_J 
— Motley description of the trnVEllere and their enoajc 
— Arrangefncnta are completed, and the Journey In bn 
the Greac Fish Biyer is commenced. — Frightful oalun 
precipices, rapids, falls, ravines. Jtc. — Meet wilb old acquaint- J 
■nces.— Obliged to return to their winter quarlera.— DreadM^ 
(nS^rings of fne Indians, — Famine and intente cold. — KobU. I 
conduct of Akaltcho. the Indian chief.— Newa received oTu 
Captain Kosa's aafe return to England.— Franklin 'a 
fj, Eaquimaux interpreter, AuguatUK, endearaurlng to join Bank, „ 
"ll froien to death.— A freah journey towarda the i " ' 

-ProvieioaB for three monlha (alica, — Indian encomp- 
. — Green Stocldngj. the beauty. — Interview with the 
chief, Akaltcho...— Arduous and perilous prtrgreas towarda the 

BB. — Filfcriag propenaillcs of the Indiana. — Meet with a Ist^s , 
Mendly tribe of Eaqulmaux. — Keaob the sea, and pfoceefl.' ' 
Blong the coast to the eastward, unable to arrive at tho Pointy 
TnrnagBin of Franklin.- FritoCiong of the party on thetr^ 
ntum journey. — Difflcultlea encountered In reascending tlift^ j 
— Beacti Fort Reliauce after four montbi' absence.— J, 
_ _ . tlie winter there.— CspUin Back ani?C8 in EngUnd iOrS 
September, afler two years' and a half abaence.— I>r. Kiu(3 
~ " Ts him in tho Qndson's Kay spring ahlps. 

"BacfaVojageinthe TCTTOrnpHndflon's Strait, lEE 
Ship arrives at Salisbury Island. — Proceeda up Froien St 
blocked up in Che ice, and driven about powerlesa for m 
six months. — Cast on her bcsm ends for three days. — I 
crippled stale of the ship and the Insonnauutahle di 
of Hid navigation, the return to England Is dctermin 
Siuomary of Captain Back's Arctic lerrices. 



il 



Mackenzie to t 

the shores of Northern J 

Bartow. — Discover two n 

: reaching Elson Hay, return la winter at Fart ConBitence, 
reatfieai Lake. — Survey resumed In the ensuing spring. — 

I>angeroni rapids on the Coppermine Kiver. — Encamp al iu 

Es of new coast traced. — Reasceut of tho Copper- 
tool.— Spendanother winter at Fort ConU. 



I — J 

f aou's Kiver exnmiDed, — Coronstion Golf fonnit olenr of ice, — T 
Cout surreifta tbe «utw*rd proiecutod. — Simpson's Stntt 
diEDorered. — Back's cstuaiy reachod. — Deposit of prov)aJons 
made by Back fiyc ycora previom (hand. — Aberdeen Island, 
tbe extreme paint reached.— ParU of ths constB of Boothia 
and VieKiriB Land traced,— Oou of the hoaH aliandoned.- 
DeMERl of the Coppermine, and safe anivn! at Fort Coii- 



r. John Bm'i Land Expedition, 184(1-47 13; 

Hudum*! Bay Companr despatcb Eas and a party of thirteen 



iLstmcted . — Shor 
mom,— Went ehore of Melville Peninsula, fco., exami 
Party return to their encampment, and proceed b 
ChuKtdll.- Gratuity ot£iOQ awarded to Dr. £ae. 



ProbabilHy of the safety of the EKpedlHoa.—MontBOmerT'B lines 
on iea-imprisoDBd vesseli. — Lady FnuiliIIn's dOTOtlon and 
enOiuilaana.— Veues.— Her appeal to the North.- Sir P.. 
Party's t^inion. — Oatflt and despate!) of FnuibUn's cxro- 
dHion.'-Kaniei of tba offlcera employed. — Onttine of Frank- 
lin's services.- Notleea of the aenices of other of the omcrts.— 
Searohing ExpcditionB eentontin 1648. — Different yolanteer 
oSer.- Absence of intelligence of Franklin— His latest d 
spatches and letters.-,-GoppeT cylin ders . — Franklin's Tf e^rij p 
iitentions. — Letters of Captain Fitijaraes. — General opin' 
of the most experienced Arctic offiaeta as to FTanV 
safety. — Offer of eerviiicB and snggestlona by Or. Kii 
Opinions of Captains Party and James Boss thereon.— 
snllatiOD of otBcera at the Admiralty. — Report of the H, 
gropher.- Advice tenaered hy those conaolted.— Tlewa o 
Snow and Mr. McLean.— Public and private reirarda c 
for discOTory and assistance to he rendered, — Second ' 
of Admiral Seanfort to tbe Lords Commisetoners 
Admiralty.— Tarlonsprivate and official laltcraanddc^ 

Abandanca of anlmsl food found in the Aretic Ee 
tallad of Sir John l-rankUn. 



I — Siiferprise and Inmallgator haying r 
111 liom Barrow's Strait, are refitted anl 
sommand of Captnin ColUnaon to Bo\i 



Cliumel. — Lidf Fnaklin deapiUihea thB Ptiarie Jliert under 
(Japtsin Forsytb. — Two Tenels suit bj priv&te eatetprin 
from tbc Cnitcd States, — Hpports of tbdr several prooeedbxgi 

veMela.— Dr. Kae employed by Ihe Hudnun's Bay Company 

in Betujng'a Strait, shifted SDO miles farther north. — Her 
pceserred provlsianB, to the extent of lO^BJD lbs., condenmed 
as nnfit fur food. — CapUlQ IoglEhdd'9 toyage in the Imbel 
to Baffin's Bay, and unportant geographical disooveliei. — 
Reasons for discrediting the ojNDiotis that Sir John FfuIc- 
lin'3 two YBsaels can be utterly lost. 



'a enduring foith, — Bcr letter to the J 
New Amerioao eipeditiou under U 
nt by Mr. GrinnelL—Heartless fabricat 
!porl3 protnulgatw! . — Deserted sbiys a 
m on an iceberg off Newfonndland.— C 



the expeditioa. — I^mident cam of Sir John la provldon bit 
ships. — Incentives W perseverance. — Fmnklln'i observaliona 
mi Parry applicable lo bia own case. — Mr, Hilton suggests a 
' leaich by Si»tzbergen. — lUr, Petermann sub- 
tea a similar plan, of operation. — Exploration 
by sledges. &c., ibimd the most cBMtivB. — 
to Ihelr probable aaffety. — Dr. Kae'B panonal 
a^ieDence of supporting a large party. — Important geo- 
graphieal discoveries of tlie past three yean. — Indigenous ru- 
courtesuf the Polar Begiona. 



t Passage 



Captain M-Onre roaches Melville Island iVom the westward.— 
Meeting oftbcofficersDf the two expeditions.— Another Araeri- 
oan expedition. — The mystery of the North Pole. — Dr. John 
Kae arrives In England with information and relic* of Frank- 
lin's party. — -Qis report to the Secretary of the Admiralty. — 
Letter to the Tbobi. — Disoossioiis at the Royal Geograpbloat 
Society. — Conaecting Uoks of InrormatloD, — Probable truth 
of some former disbelieved reports.— Safety of the Enterprist. 
— Further precise information of tlie death of Sir John Franii- 
lin and his party, with records and relics brought home' In 
September, 18SB, by Captain M'Clinloek. of the Hw.— Hie 
report to the Admiralty. — The BemliUe found and presented to 
the Queen, 




ARCTIC REGIONS. 



a map of Northern, or Arctic, America, 
showing what waa kooini of the coimlries around the No^tli 
Pole in the eommen cement of the preseat century, we 
shall find that all within the Arctic cirde waa a complete 
blank. Mr. Heanie had, indeed, eeeu the Arctic Sea in 
the Tear 1771; and Mr. Mackenzie had traced the riyer 
which now hears hia name to its junction with the eea; 
but not a sinf^Ie line of the coast from Icy Cape to Baffin's 
Bay waa known. The eastern and weatem shores of 
Greenland, to about 76"^ latitude, were tolerably well 
defined, from the risita of whaling vessela ; Hudaon'a 
Bay and Strait were pai^tially known; hut Baffin's Bay, 
according to the atatement of Mr. Baffin, in 1616, wag 
bounded by land on the west, running parallel with the 
90th meridian of longitude, or across what is now kuown 
to U9 aa Barrow's Strait, and probably this relation led to 
the subsequently formed hasty opinion of Captain Sir 
John Eoss, aa to his Tiaionary Croker Mountains, of 
which I shall have occasion to speak hereafter. 

As early aa the year 1527, the idea of a pu.ssage to the 
East Indies hythe North Pole was suggested by a Bristol 
merchant to Henry VIII., but no Toyage seems to hare 
been nndertaken for the purpose of nangating the Polar 
seas, till the commeneeraent of the following century, 
when an expedition was fitted out at the expense of certain 
jnerchanfa of London. To this attempt several others 
succeeded at different periods, and all of them were pro- 
jected and carried into esecution by private individuals. 
The adventurers did not indeed accomplish the object the^ 
exclusively sought, t.\ia,\, oi TftBj^^f,'WS5».\i^ »- ■Mtwt'st 
route than do\Alina ttie Csme ol ^ioQ^^'^.'w&.S'^;!^^ 
tiiey failed in t\iat rea^ecX, ft«i ^-■— ^- -«*.«**»»«» 
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and skill which they manifested exhibited the most iiP 
fiagable proofs of the early esieti nte of that anperiority i 
naval affairs, which has tlevattd thia coimtrytoherpreBei 
einiiieD.ee amoog the nations of Eurnpe 

At ienpth, after the lapse of above a century and a hal 
this iateresting queationbeenme an cbjeelof Boyal patrol 
ase, and the ejtpedition which was commanded by Captai 
Phipps (afterwards Lord Mulp-ave), in 1773, waa fitte. 
ont at the charge of Government. The firatpropoBer 
this TOjage was the Hon. DaJnea Barrington, F.Il.S., wlio 
with indefatigable asaiduity, began to collect every fac 
tendina; to establish tlic practicebility of eireunmavigatJin 
the Pole, and as he aeenmnlated his materials he reaa then 
to the Eoyal Society, who, in consequence of these rewft 
sentationa, raada that application to Lord Sandwich, thee 
"Fiiet lari of the Admiralty, which led lo the appointmrait 
o£ this first official TOjage. Captain Phipps, however 
found it impossible to penetrate the wall of ice whidi 
extended for many degrees between the latitude of 8ff 
and 81°, to the north of Spitsbergen. His vessels wea* 
the SacekoTse and Carcass; Captain Lutwidge being hu 
second in command, in the latter veasel, and having with 
him, then a mere boy, Nelson, the fnture hero of Englajid. 
From the year 1648, when the famous Sussian navi- 
jator, Senor DeBhnew, penetrated fiwm tiie river Kolyma 
Irough the Polar into the Pacific Ocean, the EussianB 
iiavc been as arduous in their attempts to discover a north- 
east passage to the norlh of Cape Shelatakoi, as the 
Enghsh have been to sail to the north-west of the Ame- 
rican continent, throngh Baffin's Bay and Lancaster Sonnd, 
On the side of the Pacific many efforts have, within the 
Isst century, been made to iiirtner this object. In 1741, 
the celebrated Captain Beliring discovered the straitB 
which bear his name, aa we are informed by Miiller, tlie 
chronicler of Eussian diaeoverics, and several subBequent 
eommandera of that nation seconded his endeavours to 
penetrate horn the American continent to the norlh-eaat 
From the period when Deahnew sailed on hia espedition, to 
the year 1764, when Admiral Tchitachagof, an indefatigable 
and active officer, endeavoured to force a passage round 
Spiteberften, (which, although he attempted with a resoln- 
tion and skill which fall to the lot of few, he was unable to 
effect,) and thence to the present times, including the 
ardnous efforta of Captains Billings and Vancouver, and 
the more recent one of M, Von WrangeU, the Eussiaiis 
been untiring in their attempts to diacover a passage 
~ 'ds, to tho nOTtL of Cape Taimnr and Cape Shel^ 
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skoi. And certaialy, if skili, perseTenmce, and courage, 
could. Imye openaa this paaaage, it would have baen 
sccomplialied. 

Soon after tke general peace of Europe, wltea wor'i 
alanoH had given way to the high porsuitfi of science, the 
government recommenced the long-suspended work of 
proaecutiag discoveriea within tha Arotio cirole. 

Ai> expedition was despatched under the command of 
Sir JuAn Sos9, in order to esplore the seene of the fonnef 
lahouTB of Frobisher and Baffin. Still Iiaunted with the 
golden dreams of a north-weat pasfiage, whieh Barringtia 
and Beaufoy Lad in the last age ho enlhusiaaticaily ad^iv- 
cated. our nautieal adventurers bj no means rclmquished 
the long-cheriflhed chimera.. 

It must be admitted, however, that the testimonv of 
Parry and Franklin paaa for much on the other side of the 
question. Both these oiEcera, whoec reseafchea in tha 
cause of acientifie discovery entitle thom to very high, 
respect, have declared it aa their opinion that ench a pas- 
sage does atill exist to the north of the 75th degree of latU 

Captain Parry, in the oonduding remarka of his first 
voyage (vol. ii. p. 241) says, — " Of the existence of a north- 
west paasaao to the Paeiflc, it ia now ecarcely possible to 
doubt, and from the sum;ess which attended our efl'orta 
in 1819, after passing through Sir James Lancaster's 
Sound, we were not unreasonable in anticipating its 
complete nccamplishment," &c. And Franklin, in the 
eleventli chapter of his work, is of the same opinion, 
as to the practicability of auch a pasaoge. 

But in no Bubsequent attempt, either by themselves or 
others, has this long sought desideratum been aceompUshod; 
impediments and barriers seem as thickly throrrn in ita 
way as ever. (Col. Mar/.,voL liii. p. 340.) 

An expedition was at length undertaken for the sole 
purpose of reaching the North Pole, with a view to the 
ascertainment of philosophical questions. It was planned 
and placed under the command of Sir Edward Parry, 
and hcTA first the elucidation of phenomena connected 
with this imaginary axis of our planet formed the primary 
object of investigation. 

My apace and purposes in tliia work will not permit mo 
to go into detail, by eiaminiog what Barrow justly terms 
" t£»e brUliant periods of earfy Engliah enterpriae, ho con- 
spicnoualy displayed in every quarter of the globe, but ia 
none, probably, to greater aitvanbige tlian in those bold 
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Bad perBevering efforts to pierce tbrougU frozen seaa, 
their little slender barks, of the most Tuiserable deBcripdi 
ill provided with the mfans either of eomfort or safe 
without chartB or inBtruments, or any previous knowled 
of the cold and iohospitable Tegion tnrouj^h which ibi 
had to force and to feel their way ; tiieir veaaels oft bes 
amidst endless fields of ice, ana threatened to bo ore 
■whelmed with instant destruction from the rapid whirlii 
nnd bursting of those huge floating mHSaes, known by ti 
name of icebergs. Yet bo powerfoUy infused into t) 
minds of BritonB was the spirit of enterprise, that eome 
the ablest, the most learned, and most respectable mea 
the times, not only lent their countenance and support i 
expeditions fitted out for the discoTery of new lands, bi 
■trove eagerly, in their own persorui, to shsre in the gloi 
and the danger of eyery daring adventure." 

To the Jata Sir Jonn Barrow, F.E.S., for bo Iom; 
period secretary of the Admiralty, and who, in early lifi 
himself yisited the Spitzbergen seae, as high as the SOt 
parallel, we are mainly indebted for the advocacy and pre 
motion of the Bevend espeditions, and the investigation 
and inquiries set on foot in the present century, and t 
the voyages which have been hitherto so successfully cai 
ried out" as regards tie interests of Bcienco and of on 
knowledge of the Polar regions. 

Although it is absurd to impute the direct responsibility 
for theae expeditions to any other qiiarter than the severa 
adminiBtrations during which they were undertaken, then 
can be no question but that these enterprises origioated ii 
Sir John Barrow's able and zealous eiiubition, to ora 
, naval authorities, of the several facts and arguments upon 
which they might best be justified and prosecuted aa 
naliona! objects. 

The Bad fate of Sir John Franklin and his gallant 
companions has thrown a gloom on the subject, but 
it onght to be remembered that, up to the present 
period, our successive Polar voyages have, without 
exception, given occupation to the cnei^es and gallantr 
of British seamen, and have extended the realma 
magnetic and general science, at au espense of lives a 
money quite insignificant, compared with the ordini 
dangers and casualties of such expeditions, and that 
must ba a very narrow spirit and view of the subject wb 
caii raise the cry of '■ Cui bono," and counsel us to r 
quish the honour and peril of such enterprises to £ 
' «nd the TTnited States of America ! 

a scarcely be deemed oat of place to give h( 



short notice of the literary labourH of thia esoellent and 
ta}ented man, as I am not aware that Buch an outline has 
appeared before. 

Sir John Barrow was one of the chief writers for 
the Quarterly/ Revkw, and his articles ia that journal 
amount to nearly 300 in number, forming, when bound 
up, twelve separate volumes. AH those relating to tha 
ij-ctic Espeditions, &o., which created the greatest interesf 
at the period they were pnhliahed, were from his pen, and 
consist chiefly of the following papers, commeniiino; from 
the 18th volume: — On Polar Ice ; OaBehrine'a Straits and 
. the Polar Basin i On Koss's Voyage to Baffin's Bay ; Oa 
Parry's First Voyage; Kotzebue's Voyage; Franklin's 
First Eipedition ; Parry's Second and Third Voyages, 
and Attempt to Beach the Pole ; Franklin's Second Espe- 
dition ; Lyon's Voyage to Eepulse Bay ; Back's Aretto 
Land Espedition, ana his Voyage of the Teffor. Besides 
these he puhhahed " A Chronological History of Voyages 
to the Arctic Seas," and afterwards a second volume, "On 
the Voyaiea of Diaeovery and Research within the Arctio 
Eeffions.' 

He also wrote lives of Lord Macartney, 2 vols, 
4tfl; of Lord Anson and Howe, each 1 vol. 8ro; o! 
Peter the Great ; and an Account of the Mutiny of the 
Bounty, (in the " Family Library ;") " Travels in 
Southern Africa," 3 vols. 4to ; and " Travels in Chins, and 
Cochin China," each 1 vol. 4to. 

In the " Eneyclopsdia Britannica " are ten or twelve of 
hia articles, and he wrote one ia the EHiiAwrgh Review by 
special request. 

In addition to these Sir John Barrow prepared for the 
jireas innumerable MS8. of traveUera in all parts of tha 
globe, the study of geography being his great delight, as 
IS evidenced by his having founded the Boyal (Jeographical 
Society of London, which now holds so high and influen- 
tial a position in the learned and scientiflo world, and 
has advanced so materially the progress of discovery and 
research in all parts of the globe. Laatly, Sir' John 
Barrow, not long before hia death, published his own 
autobiography, in which he records the labours, the toil, 
and adventure, of a long and honourable public Kfe. 

Sir John Barrow has described, with voluminous care 
and minute research, the arduous services of all the chief 
Arctic voyagers by sea and land, and to his volume I must 
refer those who wish to obtain more ertenaive details and 
particulars of tho voyages of preceding centuries. He haa 
lilso graphically set forth, to liae '\b* wra. ■wai4»> ■■' '^SiHa 
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several chanvrters and conduct, so uniionnlj displavad 
their nnfiinchinE perseverance in dUficuIties of no ordim 
description, tUcir patient endurance of eitreme sufferilt 
bortie nithont murmurin.^, and with an t'quaiumity u 
fortitude of mind under the most appalling diBtress. rarel 
if ever, equalled, and such as could only be supported I 
S anperior degree of moral conrage and resiKnation to tl 
l)ivine will — ^displaying virtues like tlioae of no ordinaa 
oaate, and auch as will not fail to excite the aympathy, u 
ohallengB the admiration, of every right-feeling reader." 
Haklnyt, in hia " Chronicle of voyages," justly o\ 
■erves, that we should use much care in preserving th 
memories of the worthy acts of our nation. 

The different sea voyages and land joumeyB of the km 
aent eeutury towards the S'orth Pole have redounded t 
the honour of our country, aa well as reflected credit oi 
the characters and reputation of the offitera engaged a 
them; and it is to these I oonOne my observations. 

The progress of discovery in the Arctic regions biu 
been slow Ijut progressive, and much still n-ithin the limitj 
of practical navigation remains yet unesplored. Ai 
Englishmen, we must naturally wish that discoverieG 
which were first attempted by the adventuroua spirit and 
BUkritime elcill of our countrymen, should be finally 
achieved by the same means. 

"Wil it not," aaya the worthy "preacher," Halduyt, 
"in all poateritio be aa great a renown vnto our Englisli 
natione, to have beeno the first discouerers of a soa beyond 
the North Cape, (neuer oertainely knowen before,) and of 
a conuenient passage into the huge empire of Eusaia, by 
the Bale of 9t. Nicholas and of the !Riuer of Duma, aa for' 
the Portngales, to have found a sea beyond the Cape of 
Bnona Esperanza, and so consequently a passage by aea 
into the Eaat Indies F' 

I oordially agree with the Qaarterly Review, that 
"neither the country nor the naval service vrill ever beliera 
tiey have any cause to regret voyages which, in the eyeB 
of foreigners and posterity, must confer lasting honoir 
Tqion both." 

The cost of these voyages has not been great, while t 
consequences will be permanent ; for it has been well r 
marked, by a late writer, that " the record of enterpriaii 
hardihood, physical endurance, and steady perBereran 
displayed in overcoming elements the most adverse, 
' I among tfe worthiest memorials of hu 

r shall I admire," eaya Puichaa, "yonr ht 
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courage, ye inariuB worthies, beyond oil camea of wor- 
thiness ! that neyther dread bo long eyther the presence or 
absence of the snnne; nor thoeo K^ej mjsCs, tempes' 
tuona winds, cold blaats, snowe and hayle in the ayre ; 
nor the nnequall seas, whii^ might amaze the hearer, and 
aniate tiie beholder, when the Tritons and Seutune'a 
selfe would qunke with chilling feare to behold such rarai- 
atroiiH icie ilands, renting themselves with tercour of their 
own massinefl, and disdayniiis otherwise both the sea's 
eorereigntie and the stmue's hottegt TioteDca, mustering 
themselves in those watery plainos where they hold a con- 
titmal civill waire, and mahing^ one upoa another, make 
trindes and waves give backe ; seeming to rent the eares 
of others, while they reot themselves with crashing and 
apUtting their congealed armonrs." 

So tlui'kly are the polar seas of the northern hemisphere 
clnatered with lands, that the long winter months serve to 
sccomnlate lield ice to a prodi^oas extent, so as to form 
an almost impenetrable barrier of hyperborean frost — 



Although thCTe are now n» new continents left to dis- 
cover, our intrepid British adventurers are but too eager 
to achieve the bubble repntation, to hand down their 
names to future ages for patient endurance, zeal, and en- 
terprise, by eiplorations of the hidden mysteries of— 

"tlio frigid zone. 
Where, for rdenllHB raontha, continunt niglit 
Holda o'er tha Eltttering wiute her starry llgUl ;• 

erila, and 
dangers, whicii the roiod i 
shudders to contemplate. 

It is fair to conjecture that, so intense is the I'oIJ. and 
BO limited the summer, and consequently ss short the 
time allowed for a' transit within the Arctic circle, froni 
Baffin's Bay to Behring'a Straits, that a passage, even if 
discovered, will never be of any use as a channel. It 
is not likely that these expeditions would ever hare been 
persevered in with so much obstinacy, had the prospects 
now opening on the world of more prsrticabie con- 
nesions with the East been known ibrty years ago, 
!Now that the sacred demands of humanity have been 
answered, very little more will be heard about the north- 
wi-st passage to Asia; which, if ever found, must be 
aln ays hazardoiffl and TptotmoXai, ^^issi ii. AitnS. -ss^ is?>^ 
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canals across 

A thorough knowledge of the relative boundarieB < 
land and oeean en this onr frlobc has in all ages, and b, 
all Muntries, been considered one of the most importaB 
desiderata, and one of the chief featorea of popular infol 
mation. 

But to no country ia this knowledge of such practioa 
utilitj and of such eeaentjal importance ns to a tnaritimf 
nation like Great Britain, whose mereantilo marino viaiti 
every port, whose insular position renders her eompletelj 
dependent upon distant quarters for half the necesaary 
Bupplies, whether of food or luxury, which her natiTO 
popiilation constimc, or which the <irta and manufactureB, 
of which she ia the emporium, require. 

"With a vast and yearly increasing dominion, covering 
almost every region of the habitable globe, — the chart 
of our colomeH bemg a chart of the world in outhue, for we 
BTveep the globe and touch every shore, — it becomes neeee- 
eary that we should keep pace with the pronross of 
Colonization, by enlarging wherever possible our maritime 
discoveries, completing and verifying our nautical snrveye, 
improving our meteorological researches, opening up 
new and speedier periodical pathways over the oceans 
which were formerly traversed with so much danger, 
doubt, and difficulty, and maintaining our superiority ag 
the greatest of maritime nations, by Kuataioing that high 
and distinguished rant for naval eminence which has ever 
attached to the Sritish same. 

The arduous aehievemeatfl, however, of our nautical 
discoverers have seldom been appreciated or rewarded as 
they deserved. We load our naval and mihtary heroes — 
the men who guard our wooden walls and successfully 
fight our battles — with titles and pensions ; we heap 
upon those, and deservedly so, princefy remuneration and 
aU manner of distinctions ; but for the heroes whose 
patient toil and protracted endurance far anrpass the tur- 
moil of war, who peril then- Kves in the cause of science, 
many of whom fall victims to pestilential climates, famine, 
and the host of dangers which environ the voyager and 
traveller in unexplored lands and unknown seas, we have 
only a place in the niche of Fame. 

What honours did England as a maritime nation 
confer on Cook, the foremost of her naval heroes, — a man 
whose life was aacrificed for his country? His widow 
ui^ of 200Z., and his surviring children 

beach per anntim. And this is the reward (aid ta tha 
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most eminent of our naval discoverers, before whom 
Cabot, Drake, Frobiiher, Me^ellan, Anson, and tlie arctic 
adrentuTers, Hudson and Baffin, — ^thongh all eminent for 
their discoverieB and the important services they rendered 
to the cause of nautical science, — sink into iaaigniiieance ! 
If we glance at the reaulta of Cook's voyajjeB we find tliat 
to bim we are indebted for the innumerable diBcoveries of 
islands and colonies jilauted in the Pacific ; that he deter- 
mined the conformation, and surveyed the numerous bays 
and inlets, of New Holland; estabUshed the geogra- 
phical position of the north-weatern shores of Amenca ; 
ascertained the trending of the ice and frozen shores to 
the north of Behrings Straits; approached nearer the 
South Pole, and made more discoTeries in the Australian 
regions, than all the navigators who had preceded him. 
On the very shores of their vast empire, at the es- 
tremity of £amtschatka, his active genius first lAUght 
the Russians to examine the devious trendings of the 
lands which border tie Frozen Ocean, in tae neigh- 
bourhood of the Arctic circle. He explored both flie 
eastern and western coasts above Behrii^'s Stroita to so 
high a latitude a« to decide beyond doubt the question sa 
to the existence of a paasago round the two contiuents. 
He showed the Russians how to navigate the dengeroua 
seas between the old and tlienew world ; for, as Cose has 
remarked, " before his time, everything was unoertaut 
and confused, and though they had undoubtedly reached 
the continent of America, yet they hard not aaeertained 
tUe line of coast, nor the separation or vicinity of the two 
continents of Asia and America." Coxe, certainly, does 
no more than justice to his illustrious eountrymau wheu 
he adds, " tlie solution of this important problem was re- 
served ibr our great navigator, and every Englishman 
must exult that the discoveries of Cook were esteuded 
furtber in a single expedition, and at the distance of 
half the globe, than the Kussians accomplished in a long 
leries of years, and in a region contiguous to their own 
empire." 

Look at WeddcU, again, a private trader in aeal-akiTiB, 
«ho, in a frail bark of 160 tons, made important tiia- 
foveries in the Antarctic circle, and a voyage of greater 
length and peril, through a thousandmilesof ice, than had 
previously been performed by any navigator, paving the 
way for the more expensivdy fitted expedition under 
Sir James Boss. Waa "Weddell remunerated on a, scale 
commensurate with, his important servicea ? 

Half a century ago the celebiatei "QtM.w ol "S^-iraiiM&i 
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by a Bi?riea of aoundings and obserratiooa takea in tb* 
Bed Sea, now the grcftt highwny of OTerland I'astem 
traffic, rendered its naTigation more Beciire and punrtaoL 
How was he rewarded by tile then exUtinK miniatryP 

Take a more recent instance in the iudefotigable enerf^ of 
lieutenant Wa^liom,EJf., the enterpriaing pioneer of the 
OTerhuidronte to India. Whatdoesnot the commerce, the 
character, the reputation, of thia eountij owe to hia inde- 
fatigable exertiona, in bringing the metropoha into closer 
connexion with our vast and important Indian empire P 
And wlmt was the reward he received lor the Haerilices he 
made of time, monBy,heBlth,flndlifeP A paltry annuity to 
himself of 100^., and a pensioa to hia widow of 25^ per 

Ib it creditable to ua, as tho first naval power of &b 
world, that we should thus dole ont miaerable pittances. 
or entirely overlook the saccesflfol patriotic esertions and 
scientific enterpriaea and discoveries of private adven- 
torers, or public commanJeraP 

The attractions of a summer voyage along the bays and 
■eaa where the aun ahinea for fonr months at a time, ex- 
ploring the bare rocka and ererlaating ice, with no com- 
panion but the white bear or the Arctia fox, may be all 
very romantic at a diatance ; but the mere thought of a 
winter residence there, frozen fa^t in aome solid ocean, 
with snow a dozen feet deep, the thermometer ranging' 
from 40° to 50° below aero, and not a glimpse of tha 
blessed ann from Norember to February, ia enough to 
pre a chill to all ndventuroua notions, ^at the officers 
and men engHged in the searching expeditions after J 
Sir John Franidin calmly weighed all these difficulties, J 
and boldly went forth to encounter the perils and dnngei 
of those icy seaa for the sake of their noble fellow -sailoi , 
whose fate was so long a painful mystery to the M 

it haa been truly observed, that " this is a so 
which all offioera, however bravo and intelligent they i 
be, are not equally qualified ; it reguirca a peculiar t 
an inquisitive and peraevering pursuit after detaJs of fac'l 
not always intereating, a contempt of danger, one" ■ 
enthuaiaam not to be Mimped by ordinary difficulties.' 

The records which I shall have to ^ve in these pages J 

Toyagea and travels, nnparaUeled in their perils, th* 

' duration, and the protracted BufferinD;H which many 

' them entailed on the advcnturera, will bring out in bl 

relief the prominent characters who have figured in A~ 

Discovery, and whose names will descend to posterity, 
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blazoned on the scroll of Fame, for their bravery, tlieir 
patient endurance, tbeir skill, and, above all, tlieir tirm trust 
and reliance on that Almightj Being who, although He may 
have tried them sorely, haa never utterly forsaken them. 

CiPT. John Boss's "Voyage, 181S, 

Is 1818, His Eoyal Highness the Prince Kegent having 
signified Ixis pleasure that an attempt should be made to 
find a passage by sea between the Atlantic and Pacific 
OeeaoB, the Liwda Commissioners of the Admiralty 
were pleased to fit out four vessels to proceed towards 
tiie Horth Pole, under the command of Captain John 
Boss. No former expedition had been fitted out on 
so extensive a scale, or so ecanpletely equipped in every 
lespect as this one. The circumstance which mainly led 
to me sending out of these vessels, was the open character 
of the bays and aeaa in those regions, it having been ob- 
Berved for the previous three years that very unusual 

SuantitieB of the Polar ice had floated down into the 
.tiantic. In the year 1817, Sir John Barrow relates that 
the eastern coast of Greenland, which had been shut up 
with ice for four eenturies, was found to be accessible Irom 
the 70th to the 80th degree of latitude, and the inter- 
mediate sea between it and Spitzbergen was so entirely 
open in the latter parallel, that a Hamburgh ship had 
actually sailed along this track. 

On the lotli of January, 1818, the four ships were put in 
eommiasion — the Isahella, 385 tons, and the Alexander, 
252 tons— nnder Captain Eobb, to proceed up the middle 
of Bavis'a Strait, to a high northern latitude, and then to 
stretch across to the westward, in the hope of being able 
to pass the northern estremitj of America, and reach 
Behring'fl Strait by that route. Those destined for the 
Polar 8«a were, the Dorotliea, 382 tons, and the Treul, 2i& 
tons, which were ordered to proceed between Greenland 
and Spitzbergen, and seek a passsgo through an open 
Polar aea, if anch should be found in that direction. 

I shall take these vojages in the order of their publica- 
tion, Boss having given to the world the account of his 
voyage shortly after his return in 1819 ; while the narra- 
tive of the voyage of the Dorothea and Treat was only 
Jublished in ISiS, by Captain Beechey, who served 
lieutenant ot the Trent, during the voyage. 
The foHowing were the officers &c. of the 
Captain Boss ; — 
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Isabella. 



1 



I 



CapUin — Jolin Boss. 

Lieutenant — W. Kobcrtwm. 

Parser— W. Thonj, 

Surgeon — John Edwards. 

AsBiBtJint Surgeon— C. J. BeverlfT. 

Admiralty Midshipmen — A. M. Skene and Jamea Clavfe 

Midshipman and Clerk — J. Euahnan. 
Greenland Pilots — B. Lewis, master ; T. Wilcox, jnato. 
Captain {now Colonel) Sabine, E,A. 
John Sachenae, an Esquimaux interpreter. 
4& petty officers, neameii, and marines. 
"Whole complement, 57. 

Alexander. 

'lieutenant and Commander — William Edward Parry, 
(now Captain Sir Edtrard.) 

lieutenant— H. H. Hoppner (a first-rate artist.) 

lurser— W. H. Hooper. 

Cr/eenland Pilots — J. Allison, master; .T. Pliilips, mate. 

Admiralty Midslupmeu — P. Bisson and J. Nius. 

Assistant Surgeon — A. Fisher. 

Clerk— J. Ha&e. 

28 petty officers, seamen, &c. 

"Whole complement, 37. 

On the 2nd of May, the four vessels being; reported fit 
for sea, rendezvoused in Brassa Sound. Shetland, and 
the two expeditions parted company on the followitin; day 
for their respective deBtinations. 

On the 26th, the Isabella feU in with the first iceberfc, 
which appeared to be about forty feet hish and a thousand 
feet long. It is hardly possible to imagine anything more 
exquisite than the vane^ of tints which these icebergs 
display ; by night as well as by day they ghttcr with a 
vividness of colour beyond the power of art to represent, 
"^^'bile the white portions have the brilliancy of silver, 
thcu- colours are as various and splendid as those of the 
rainbow ; their ever-changing disposition producing efiects 
as singular as they arc new and interestmg to those who 
have not seen them before. 

On the 17th of June, they reached "Waygatt Sound, 
beyond Disco Island, where they found forty -five whalera 
■detained by the ice. Waygatt Island, from observations 
!|iaken on shore, was foimd to be 5° loa^twdc w\i 30 
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miles of latitude from the situstioa as laid dowa in the 
Admiralty Clmrts. 

They were not ahle to get away from here till the 20th, 
when the ice bepan U> break. By cnttiDg passBges through 
the ice, and by dint of towinff and waipinR, a slow progress 
was made with the ships nntu the 17th of July, when two 
ice-floes closing in upon them, threatened inevit-able de- 
Btructioiti and it was only by the greatest exertions that 
they hove through into open water. The laboura of 
warping, towing, and tracking were aubaequeutly very 
severe. This tracking, although hard work, horded 
great amusement to the men, giving frequent occasion for 
the eserciae of their wit, when some of the men oeeasion- 
ally fell in through holes covered with snow or weak parts 
of the ice. 

Very high mountains of land and ice were seen to the 
north side of the bay, which he named Melrille's Bay, 
forming an impassable barrier, the precipices nest the sea. 
being from 1000 to 2000 feet high. 

On the 29tli of June, the Esquimaux, John Sacheuae, 
who had accompanied the expedition frum England as 
interpreter, was sent on shore to eommnmeate with the 
natives. About a dozen came off to visit the ahip, and, 
after being treated with coffee and biscuit ia the cabin, 
and havinff their portraits taken, they set to dancing Scotch, 
reels on the deck of the Isabella with the sailors. 

Captain Bijss gires a pleasant description of this scene 
— " Sacheuse'4 mirth and joy exceeded all bounds; and 
with a good-humoured officiousness, justifled by the 
important distinction which Ms superior knowledge now 
gave him , he performed the office of master of the cere- 
monies. An BsqnimauK M.C. to a ball on the deck of 
one of H.M. ships in the ii^ seas of Greenland, was an 
oifice somewhat new, but Nash himaell' could not have 
performed his funotiona in a manner more appropriate. It 
didnot belong even to Nash to combine in his o«n person, 
like Jack, the discordant qualifications of seaman, Inter- 
preter, draughtsman, and master of ceremonies to a ball, 
with tliose of an active fisher of seals and a hunter of 
white bears, A daughter of the Danish resident (bv an 
Esquimau! woman), about eighteen years of age, and by 
far the beat-looking of the half-caste group, was tie object 
of Jack's particular attentions; which be mg observed by 
one of our ofBcera, he gave him a lady's shawl, ornamented 
wi^ spangles, as an offering for her acceptance. He 
presented it in a most respectful, and aot miis?^>^'^^^ 
nwjiner to the daniBel, who 'basiiMil.'j \.ooY a. ■g'is'i^^t -rasi 
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iroia her finger and gave it to him is return, rewarding 
him, at tlie Bome time, witli an eioijuent amilo, vbicu 
could lesTe no doubt on our EBquimaui's mind that he 
tad made an impreaaion on her heart." (Vol I, p. 67-8.) 
On the 5th of August thD Httlo auka (Mergidm aUe,) 
were exceedingly abundant, and many were shot for foo^ 
as WHS bIbo a larso gull, two feet five inches in length, 
wliieh, when killed, disgorged one of these httle birds 

A fortnight lat«r, on two boats bein^ eent from t^ 
Itabella to procure as many of these bu^ls as poasiblo, 
for the purpose of preBerving them in ice, they returned 
at midniglit with a boat-load of about 1500, having, on bb. 
average, kiBed fifteen at eadi shot. The boats of the 
Alexander were nearly aa successful. These birds weaw 
afterwHrds served daily to ea«h man, and, among otiier 
ways of (ireBsing them, they were found to malie exoellent 
floup — not inferior to hare soup. Kot less than two 
hundred auka were shot on the 6th of August, and aerred 
out to the ships' oompanies, among whose victaala they 
proved an agreeable variety, not having the fishy flavoup 
Biat might be expected from their food, which consiati of 
-Crustacea, small fishes, moUnsca, or marine vegetables. 

On the 7tL of August the ships wereplaced in a mart 
critical aitoadon by a gale of wind. The Isabella was ' 
lifted by the pregeare of ice floes on each side of her, and 
it was doubted whether the yesscl could long withstand 
the grips and concussions she sustained; "every support 
threatened to gire way, the beams in the hold besa ' 
bend, and the iron water-tanks settled together. The . . , 
Teasels were thrown, with violent concussion against oadi 1 
Other, the ieo-anohora and cables broke one after the other, I 
a boat at the stem was smashed in the collision, and the I 
masts were hourly expected to go by the board ; but Kb I 
this juncture, when certain deslafuotion was momentaiilyB 
looked for, by the mereifiil interposition of ProvidenoeH 
the fields of ice suddenly opened and formed a clear passaj 
ibr the ships." 

A singular physical feature was noticed ( 

of the coast near Cape Dudley Digges ; — _ 

discovered (says Boss) that the snow on the face of tJ 

difls presents an appearance both novel and intereatin 

hJKing apparently stained or covered by some substanti 

rlriuct gave it a. deep crimson colour This snow w^ 

* Tionetrated in many plaoss to a depth often or twelve fel 

oy the colouring matter. ' There is nothing new, howevB 
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Bccordmg to Barrow, in the discoyery of red mow. Plinj", 
and other writers of his time, mention it. Sausaure fonnd 
it in yarioos parts of the Alps ; Marton found it in Spitz- 
bergeu. and no doubt it is to be met with in most olpiua 

In the ccBTfiB of this tedious, and often laboriouB, pro- 
gress tJiTou^h the ioe, it became ueceee&rj to keep the 
■whole of the crew at the moat fatiguing work, BometimeB 
for eeyeral daya and nights withont intermiBsion. "When 
this was the case, an extra meal wsm served to them, at 
midnieht, generally of preserved meat; and it was fonnd 
that this nourishment, when the mind and body were hoiii 
oeenpied, and the aim oontinuallT present, readercd tieni 
capable of Temaining without ^eep, bo that they oftea 
passed three days in this manner without aay Tisible 
ineonyenienee, retartiiag after a meal to their labour on 
the iee or in the boats quite re&eahed, and eontinuiug 
at it without a murmur. 

After making hasty and very cuisory examinationa of 
Smith's and Jones' Sounds, Boss arriyed on the 30th of 
August off the exIcDBiye inlet, named by BaiEa Lancaster 
Sound. The entrance was perfectly dear, and the sound- 
ings ranged irom 650 to 1000 fathoms. I shall now quote 
Sobb's own obscrrations on this subject, because bom 
his TrnfortuEBt* report of a range called the Croker motm- 
tains, stretching across this Strait, has resulted much of 
the ridicule and discredit which has attached to his 
accounts, and clouded his early reputation — " On the 31st 
(he says) we discovered, for the first time, that the land 
ejSenocd from the south two-thirda across this apparent 
Strait ; but the fog which continually occupied that 
quarter, obscured its real figure. Daring the day, muck 
interest was excited on board by the appearance of this 
Strait. The general opinion, howeyer, waa, that it was 
only an inlet. The land was partially seen extending 
WJTOSS; the yellow sky was perceptible. At a little before 
4 o'oloi^ B-m., the land was seen at the bottom of tie 
inlet by the officers of the watoh, but before I got on. 
deck a space of abont seycn degrees of the compass was 
obscured by the fog. The lend which! then saw was a 
high ridge of mountains extending directly across the 
bottom of tie inlet. This chain appeared extremely high 
in the centre. Although a passage in this direction 
appeared hopeless, I was determined to explore it uom- 
pletely. I therefore continued all sail. Mr. Beverley, the 
turgeon, who was the most sanguine, went up to the crow'i 
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nest, and at twelve reported to me that before it became 
thick he hod seea the land acroBB tjie bay, except for a 
very short space. 

" At three, I wont on deck ; it completely cleared for ten 
miuntes, when I diatinctlj saw the land roand the bottom 
of the bay, formmg a cham of mountains connected with 
those wluch extended along the north and south aide. 
This land appeared to be at the distance of eight leagnee, 
and Mr. Lewis, the master, and Jnraes Haig, leading man, 
being sent for, they took ita bearings, which were inserted 
in the log. At this moment, I also saw a continuity (^ 
ice at the distance of seven miles, extending irom one 
Hide of the bay to the other, between the nearest cape to 
tlie north, which I named after Sir George WBrrendOT, 
and that to the south, which was named after ViBcount 
Castlereagh. The moontaine, which occupied the centre, 
in a norUi and south direction, were named Croker'B 
Mountains, afterthe Secretary to the Admiralty." (Vol. 1, 
p. 241-48, 8vo edit.) 

They next proceeded to Possession Bay, at the entrance 
of tie Strait, where a great many animals were observed. 
Deer, fos, ermine, bears, and hares, were either seen, or 
proved to be, in abundance by their tracts, and tlie 
skeleton of a whale was found stranded about 500 yards 
beyond high water mark. Finding, as Boas supposed, no 
outlet through Lancaster Strait, the vessels continued 
then" progress to the southward, exploring the western 
coast of Baffin's Bay to Pond's Bay, and Booth's Inlet, 
discoveringthetrendmg of the land, which he named ^Xorth 
Galloway, and Is'orth Ayr to Cape Adair, and Scott's 
Bay. 

Oa September the 10th, they landed on an island neai* 
Cape EglingtoD, which was named Agnes' Monument. A 
flag-staff and a bottle, with an account of their proceedings, 
were set up. The remains of a temporary habitation of 
some of the Esquimaux were here obserrod, with a fire- 

5 lace, part of a human skull, a broken stone vessel, some 
ones of a seal, burnt wood, part of a sledge, and tracks 
of do^s, &o. 

While the boat was absent, two large bears swam ol 
to the ships, which were at the distance of sis miles fiwi 
the land. Thev reached the Alexander, and were imme 
diately attacked by the boats of that ship, and kille' 
One, which was shot through the head, imfortunatf 
Hnk ; tlie other, on being wounded, attacked the bo 
' showed considerable play, bat was at length secu 
towed tothe/snSeHabytlie boats of both ships. ** 
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anini.ll TToiglied 1131^1ba., begidea the blood it had loaS, 
whi^h. waa estimatBd at 301b8. more. 

Cn the following day, Lieut. Parry was sent on shore to 
esamine aa iceberg, which was foand to be 4169 yarde 
long, 3S69 yards braad, and 51 feet high, being aground in 
61 fatioma. When they had ascended to the to[), which 
was perfeetiy flat, they found a huge white bear in quiet 
possession of the niBss, who, much to their mortification 
and astomBbment, plunged without hesitation into the 
sea from the edge of the precipice, which was fifcy feet 

From earefid observation it was found that there waa 
no such land in the centre of Daris Strait as Jamea'a 
Island, which was laid down in inost of the charts. 
Nothing deserving of notice occurred in the subsequent 
coarse of the vessels past Cape Walsingham to Cumber- 
land Strait- 

The 1st of October having arrived, the limit to which 
bis instructions permitted him to remain ont. Boss shaped 
his courflR homewarda, and after encountering' a aevere 

fale off Cape Farewell, airived in Grimsby Eoads on tie 
1th of November. As respects the purposea of Arctin 
discovery, this voyage may be considered almost a blank, 
none ot the impori;ant inlets and aounda of Eaffin's Bay 
having been explored, and all that was done was to define 
more clearly the land-bounds of Davia Strait and Bnffin's 
Baj, if we except the valuable nuwnetie and other obser- 
vati(ins made by Capt. Sabhie. The commander of the 
oypedition was promoted to the ranlc of captain on paying 
off the ships in December, 1818. 

The account of bis voyage, pubhahed by Capt. Eoss, ia 
of the most meagre and uninteresting description, and more 
than half filled with dry details of the outfit, copies of hia 
instructions, of his routme letters and orders to his officer!, 
&c. 

BttCHjUI ass Fb an KLIN. 
Boretlifa and Ti-ent to Pole, 1818. 

In conjunction with the expedition of Capt. John Eoss, 
was that sent out to the coast of Spitzbergen, and of which 
Capt. Beeehey has published a moat interesting account, 
embefiished with some very elegant dlnatrationa from his 
pened. The charge of it was given to Capt. D. Buehan, 
who had a few years previously conducted a very jntereat- 
ing espedition mto the interior of Newfoundland, Tba 
first and mort important object oE ftiia t'x^tSi'QOTi.'^'Mi'^si* 
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discoTWy of a passage OTor or as noar tlie Pole, sa mi^ii 
be possible, aod tlirousli Behring'a Straite into the Pacifie. 
But it was also hoped that it might at tko »ame tame 
be the meana of improving the geography and hjixo' 
Rfaphy of the Arctio regions, of which bo little was at that 
time tiiown, and contribute to the advancomeut of ficience 
and natnntl knowledge. Tbe objects to which attention. 
w&B specially pointed in the Admiralty instrai-tions, werp 
the Tariatioa and inclination of tho magnotio needle 
the intensity of the ma^etic force, and how far it is 
afibcted by atmospherical electricitv ; the trmpcrature of 
the air, tho dip ot the horizon, refraction, height of Ifui ' 
tides, set and velocity of the cmrentH, depths and sound- ] 
ings of the sea, CollectioDS of specimens to illustrate &e . 
animal, mineral, and vegetable kingdoms, were tdflO 
directed to be made. 
The officers and crew appointed to these veEsels 



Captain — David Buchan. 

Iiientenant — A. Moreli. 

Surgeon — John Duke. 

AsHiBtant- Surgeon— W, G. Borland. 

Pmser — John Jermain. 

Astronomer — George Fisher. 

Admiraity. Mates— -O. Palmer and W. J. Dealy. 

Groonland Pilots — P.Bruee, master; G. Crawiiird, mate. 

45 Petty Officers, Seamen, Ac. 

Total complement, 55. 

Trent, 249 tons. 

Uentensnt and Commander — John Franklin. 

lieutenant — Fred. W. Beechey {artist). 

Purser— W. Barrett, 

Assistant- Surge on — A. GilfilJan. 

Admiralty Mates— A. Eeid and George Biict. 
I Greenland Pilots— G. Fife, master, and G. Kirby, mate. 
I 30 Petty Officers and Seamen. 
■ Total complement, 38. 

Haraig been properly fitted for the service and talcep 
onboard two years provisions, the ahipa sailed on tl 
25th of April. Tho Trent had hardly got clear of f 
liver before she sprang a leai, and was detained in 1 

Fji of Lerwick nearly a foTiSiight nndoreoing repairs. 
On the ISth of May, th« aUips encountered a eon 
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gale, and under even stoim ataysaila wore buried gnnw^a 
deep in the waTca. On the '24tli they Biglited Clierie 
Maud, situated in lat. 74° 33' N^ and lorw. 17° 40' E., 
formerly ao noted for its fistery, being mucfi frequented 
by walruses, Bnd for m^iy years the MoHcovy Company 
carried on a luin^tire trade by sending shipa to the island 
for oil, ai many as a thousand animals being often cap- 
tured by the crew of a eingle ship in the conrae of eix or 

The proirresa of the discovery ships through the Btnall 
floea and huge matiaes of iue wluch Hoatcd in suuccsfiion 
past, was slow, and these irom tlieir novelty were regarded 
with pecohar attention from the grotesque shapes they 
assumed. TLe progress of a vessel through such a. laby- 
rinth of frozen masses is one of the moat interesting sights 
that offer in liie Arcti<; seas, and kept the olEcers and crew 
out of tiieir beds till a late hour wateliing the acene. 
Capt. Beechey, the graphic narrator of the vovage, thus 
describea the general impression created; — "There waa 
beaidea, on this oucasion, an additional motive for remain- 
ing up ; very few of us hnd ever seen the sun at midnight, 
and this night happening to be particularly clear, his broad 
red disc, curiously distorted by refractirai, and sweeping 
majestically along the northern horizon, was an object of 
imposing grandeur, which rivet«d to the deck some of our 
crow, who would perhaps have beheld with indiffereDce 
the less imposinE tfFeet of the ioebergs ; or it might hava 
been a combination of both, theae phenomena ; for it 
cannot be denied that the noveitv. occasioned by the 
floating maasea, was materially heightened by die singular 
effect produced by the very low altitude at: wiiich the sun 
cast hia flery beams over the icy surfaoe of tie aea. The 
ra^ were too obUque to illuminate more than the inequa- 
lities of the floes, and faUing thus partially on the grotesque 
ahapes, either really assumed by the ice or distorted I^ 
the unequal refraction of the atntosphero, ao betrayed the 
imagination that it required no great exertion of fancy to 
trace in various direciioos architectural edifices, grottoa 
and cares here and there glittering aa if with precious 
metals. So generally, indeed, was the deception admitted, 
that, in directing the route of tlie vessel from aloft, we for 
awhile deviated from our nautical phrasecdogy, and shaped 
our course for a church, a tower, a bridge, or some similar 
structure, instead of for lamps of ice, which were uHually 
dflsignated by less elegant appellations." 

The increasing difficulties of this ice navigation aoouL. 
liowerer, directed theit &ttciitit:ra ixmo. tcnouoei^ ^a '^^ 
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reality of tlieir position, the perils of wMch soon becMno 
alarmingly apparent. 

" The streamB of iee, between wliich we at first pursued 
onr serpentine course irith comporatiTO ease, graduaJlr 
became more narrow, and at lengtb bo impeded the naTi- 
gation, that it became necessary to run the ships agaimt 
some of these imaginary edifices, in order to turn them 
aside. Even this did not always succeed, as some were 
eo substantial and imuiorahlc, that tht' vessels glanced off 
to tlie opposite bank of the channel, and then became for 
a time embedded in the ice. Thus circumstanced, avess^ 
baa no other resonrca than that of patiently awaiting the 
change of position in the ice, of which she must take 
every advantage, or she will settle bodily to leeward, and 
become completely entangled." 

On the 26th the ships sieht-ed the southern promontory 
of Spitzbergen, and on the 28th, while plying to wind- 
ward on the western side, were overtaken by a violent 
gale at south-west, in which tlief parted company. 
The weather waa very severe. " The snow fell in neftvy 
showers, and several tons weight of ice accnmulated about 
the sides of the brig (the Treat), and formed a complete 
casing to the planks, which received an additional layer at 
each plunge of the vesseL So great, indeed, was the ao- 
eumulation about the bows, that we were obliged to 
cut it away repeatedly with axes to relieve the bowsprit 
from the enormous weiffht that was attached to it ; and 
the ropes were so thickly covered with ice, that it waa 
necessary to beat them with large sticks to keep them in a 
state of readiness for any evolution that might be ren- 
dered necessary, eitlier by the appearance of iee to lee- 
ward, or by a cnange of wmd." 

On the gale abatmg, Lieutenant Eranklin found himself 
BniTOundett by the main body of ice in lat. 80° H"., 
and had much difficulty in extricating the vessel. HB.d 
this formidable body been encountered in thick weather, 
wbUst scudding before a gale of wind, there would have 
been very little chance oi saving either the vessels or the 
crews. The Trent fortunately fell in with her consort, the 
Dorothea, previous. to ent^rmg the appointed rendezvouB 
at Magdalena Bay, on the 3rd of June, This commodiooB 
inlet being the first port they had anchored at in the Polar 
regions, possessed many objects to engage att^uliDii. 
"What particularly stTuet them was the brifiianey of the 
atmosphere, the peaceM novelty of the scene, and ■flie 
grandeur of the various objects with which Nature has 
Btored these unfrequented regions. Tba anchorage is 
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formed bT rugged mountainB, which rise precipitonslj to 
tlie height of about 3000 feet. Deep vaUeys and glens 
occur between the rangSH, the greater part of which are 
either filled with inunenBe beds of snow, or with glaciers, 
sloping from, the summits of the niouatainoua margin to 
the verT edge of the sea. 

The bay is rendered eonspicnouB by four huge gkciorF, 
of which the most remarkable, though the smallest in 
size, is situated 200 feet above the sea, on the slope of a 
mountain. From it« peculiar appeai-anoe thin glacier has 
been termed the Hanging Iceberg. 

Its position is such that it seems as if a very small 
matter would detach it from the mountain, and precipitate 
it into the sea. And, indeed, large portions of its front do 
oecnsionally break away and fall with headlong impetuosity 
upon the beach, to the great hazard of any boat that may 
chance to he near. Tie largest of these glaciers occupies the 
hf adofthebay, and, acMKSnjSrtoCaptainEeechey's account, 
extends from two to three miles inland. Numerous large 
renta in its upper surface have caused it to bear a resem- 
blance to the ruts left by a wagon, hence it was named 
by the voyagora the " Wagou^Way." The frontage of 
this glacier presents a perpendicular surface of 300 feet 
in height, by 7000 feet in length. Mountam massea— 

" Whose bloBls of aapphlre seem to mortil eje 
HewQ from ccndenn qnairice in the sky, 
■With glacier battlements that crowd the jpherei. 

Amidst ImiDenslty thej toner aubllme, 
TVintert eternal palace, tniUt by !Ome." 

At the head of the bay there is a high pyramidal 
mountain of granite, termed Hotge HiU, from the myriads 
of small birds of that name which frequent its base, 
and appear to prefer its environs to every other part of 
the harbour. "They are so numerous that we have 
frequently seen au umntermpted line of them extending 
fulllialf way over the bay, or to a distance of more than 
three miles, and so close together that thirty have fallen 
at one shot. This living column, on an average, might 
have been about six yards broad, and es many deep ; so 
that, allowingsixteen birds to a cabic yard, there must have 
been nearly four millions of birds on the wing at one time. 
The number I have given certainly seems large ; jet when 
it is told that the little rotges rise in such numbers aa 
completely to darken the air, and that their chorus is dis- 
tinctly audible at a distance of four msleis, \\ic eimisaSs 
will not be thought to bear any reAuctvm.." 
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One of their earUest escnrBLonH in this bay wm oa 
atteinptto ascend the peak of Eot^e Hill, " upon whtcJi,** 
sajB Captain Beeclicy, ■'may now, perhaps, he seen at the 
height of about 2000 feet, a staff that onee carried a red 
flag, which was planted there to mark the ^eattst heigbt 
we were ahle to attain, partly in conseqnenre of the Bt«^»- 
ness of the ascent, but mainly on accotinc of the dctaclied 
maaBes of rock which a Tery alight matter would displaBft 
and hurl down, the precipitous declivity, to the iittOT 
deatmotion of him who depended upon tneir support, oc 
who might happen to be in their path, below. The Iatt« 
part of our ascent was, indeed, much against our inclina- 
tion ! hut we found it impossible to descend by the wqr 
vcu bad come np, and were compelled to gain a, ledg<^ 
which promised the only secure resting-place we co^^ 
find at that height. Thia we were able to, effect by 
sticking the tomahawks with, which we were provided into 
crevices in the rock, as a support for our feet ; and Home 
of these inatruraents we were ohhged to leave where tbar 
were driven, in consequence of the danger that attended 
thoir recovery." During the vessel's detention in tbjl 
harbour, the bay and anchorage were completely snr- 
veved. 

"When the first party rowed into this bay, it tib 
in quiet possession of herds of wabmses, who were so ijn- 
accustomed to the sight of a boat that they assembled 
about her, apparently higldy incensed at the intrusion, and 
swam towards her as thoogh they would have torn, 
the plants asunder with their tusks. Their hides were so 
tongh that nothing but a bayonet would pierce tlom. 
The wounds that were inflicted only served to increase 
their rage, and it waa with much diilioulty they were kept 
off with fire-arms. Subsequently the boats went better 
prepared and mora strongly snpported, and many of these 
monsters were killed; some were fourteen feet in lengtli 
and nine feet girth, and of such prodigious weight 
that the boat's crew could scarcely tnm them. 

The ships had not been many days at their ancliorage 
when they were truly aatoniBhed at the sight of a strange 
boat pulkng towards the ships, which waa found to belong 
to some SuBsian adventurers, who were engaged in the 
collection of peltry and monse' teeth. This is the last re- 
maining establishment at Spjtabergen still upheld by tb 
merclmnts of Archangel. 

Although equally surprised at the wght of the vessE 

- boat's erew took courage, and after a careful scrutit 
board flte Dorothea ; Captain Buchan gave then: 
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kind reception, and supplied iLem with whatever they 
wanted ; m return for which they sent on hoard tie 
IbOowinp day a Bide of venison in escellent condition. 
Wishing to gain some ftirther information of these people, 
an officer accompanied them to their dwelling at the head 
of a email cove, ahout four miles distant from the hay, 
where he fonnd a comfortable wooden hnt, well lined with 
mosB and stored with venison, wild dncka, &c. 

It is related by Captain Beechey that it was wiUi 
extreme pleasure they noticed in thia retired spot, pro- 
bably the most northern a.nd most desolate habitation of 
our globe, a spirit of gratitnde and devotion to the Al- 
mig-hty rarely erercised in civilized eountries. " On land- 
ing from the boat and approaching their residence, theae 
people knelt upon its threshold, and offered up a prayer 
with fervour and evident sincerity. The eiact nature of 
the prayer we did not ieam, bnt it was no doubt one of 
thanksgiving, and we concluded it was a, custom which, 
these reclnses were in the habit of observing on their safe 
return to their habitation. It may, at all eventa, be 
regarded as an instance of the beneficial efleets which 
seclusion from the basy world, and s contemplation of 
the works of Mature, almost invariihly producB ttpon 
the hearts of even the most nneducated part of man- 
kind." 

On the 7th of June the expedition left the anchorage to 
renew the examination of the ice, and ailer steering a few 
leagues to the northward, found it precisely in the aama 
state as it had been left on the 2nd. In spite of all their 
endeavours, by towing and otherwise, the veaaels were 
driven in a calm by the heavy swell into the packed ice, 
and the increasing peril of their situation may be ima- 
pned from the following graphic description : — 

" The pieces at the edge of the pact were at one time 
wholly immersed in the sea, ajid at the next raised far 
above their natural line of flotation, while those further 
in, being more estensive, were alternately depressed 
or elevated at either extremity as the advancing wave 
forced its way along. 

"The see-saw motion which was thus produced was 
jilarming, not merely in appearance, but in fact, and must 
have proved fatal to any vessel that had encountered it ; 
as floes of ice, several yards in thickness, were contimially 
crashin? and breaking in pieces, and the sea for mdea was 
covered with fragments ground so small ^lat they actually 
ibrmed a thick, pasty substance — in nautical language 
termed ' brash ice —which extended ta ^Joa ie^'^ ^ ^* 
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feet. Amidat thia fiiddj- element, our whole attention, wu 
occupied in endeavounng to place the bow of the Temd, 
the Btron^eBt part of her frame, in the direction of tile 
moat formidable pieces of ice — a mancauvre which, thotlgh 
likely to be attended with the Iobb of the bowsprit, wm 
vet preferable to encountering the nfill greater riak of 
having the broadside of the veaael in contact with it ; for 
this would have subjected her to the chance, of di^duDg 
her gunwale under the floea oe she rolled, an accident 
which, had it occurred, would either have laid open Iler 
Bide, or have overset thn vessel at once. In either ca«e, 
the event would probably have proved fatal to al! on 
board, as it would have been nest to impossible to rescue 
anjr person from the confused moving mass of brash iee 
which covered the sea in every direction." 

The attention of the seamen was in some degree diverted 
from the contemplation of this Bceno of diiBculty by the 
necessity of employing all hands at the pump, the leak 
having gained upon them. But, fortunately, towu^ 
mornme, they got quite dear of the iee. 

Steering to the westward to reconnoitre, they fell in, 
in longitude 4° 30' E., with several whale ships, and were 
informed by them that the ice was quite compact to the 
westward, and that fifteen vessels were beset m it. Pro- 
ceeding to the northward, the ships passed, on the lltli of 
June, Cloven Cliff, a remarkable isolated rock, whicL 
marks the north-western boundary of Spitzbergen, and 
steered alouganiutricatechannelbetween the laud and ice; 
but, nest morning, their fiirther advance was stopped, and 
the channel by which the vessels had entered became so 
completely closed up as to preclude the possibility also of 
retreating. Lieut. Beechey proceeds to state — 

" The ice soon began to press heavily upon us. and, to 
add to our difficulties, we fonnd the water so shallow that 
the rocks were plainlydiscoverednnder the bottoms of the 
ships. It was impossible, however, by any exertion oa 
our part, to improve the situations of the vessels. They 
were as firmly fixed in the ice as if they had formed part 
of the pack, and wo could only hope that the current wonld 
not drift them into still shallower water, and damage them 
against the ground." 

The ships were here hemmed in in almost the same 
position wliere Baffin, Hudson, Poole, Captain Phipps, and 
all the early voyagers to this quarter had been stopped. 

KAs the tide turned, the pieces of ice immediately around 
a ships began to separate, and some of them to twist 
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lOimd with a load grinding noise, urging the veaaels. 
which were leas than a mile from the land, still nearer and 
nearer to the beach. 

By great eiertiona, the ships were hauled in to amijl 
bays in the floe, and secured there by ropes fised to the 
ice by means of lajge iron hooks, caUed ice anchors. 
Shifting tie ships fiwm one part of this floe to the other, 
tiiey remained attached to the ice thirteen days. As this 
change of position eould only be efl'ected by main force, 
the crew were so constantly engaged in this harassing 
duty, tliat their time was divided almost entirely between 
the windlass and the pump, Tintil the men at length became 
ao fatigued that tb.e aict-liat was seriously aumuented. 
Diiriug this period, however, the aitnation of the leak was 
fortunately diseovered, and the damage repaired. 

An officer and a party of men who left tlie Dorothea to 
pay a visit to the shore, about three or fotir miles distant, 
lost themselves in the fog and snow, and wandered about 
for sixteen hours, until, quite overcoma with wet, cold, and 
fatigue, they sat down m a state of despondency upon a 
piece of ice. determined to submit their fate to Provide ace. 
Their troubles are thus (old — 

' ' To travel over ragged pieces of iee, upon which there 
were two feet of snow, and often more, springing from 
one shppery piece to the other, or, when the channels 
between them were too wide for thia purpose, ferrvinff 
themselves upon detached fragments, was a work widen 
it required no ordinary exertion to execute. 

" Some fell into the woter, and were with difficulty pre- 
served from drowning by their companions ; wiiile otliers, 
afraid to make any t^zardoua attempt whatever, were left 
upon pieces of ice, and drifted about at the mercy of the 
winds and tides. Foreaeeing the probability of a separa- 
tion, they took the first opportonitj^ of dividing, in equal 
shares, the smaii quantity of provision which they had 
remaining, as alao their stock of powder and ammunition. 
They also took it in turns to Are muslsts, in the hope of 
being heard from the ships." 

The reports of the fire-arms were heard by their ship- 
mates, and Messrs. Fife and Kirby, the Greenland ice- 
maatera, ventured out with poles and lines to their assist- 
ance, and had the good fortune to fall in with the party, 
and bring them sS'ely on board, aHei eighteen hours' 
absence. They determined in ftitnre to rest satiafied 
with the view of the shore which was afforded them from the 
ship, having not the slightest desire to atteniul to approach 
it ^BJn by meana of the iee. 
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The pressure of the ice aguinst the Yesaah now became 
Tery great. 

" At one time, when the Trent appeared to be eo cIomIj 
wedged up that it did not eeem poHslble for lier to be 
moTed, ehe was suddenly lifted four feet by an enormoQI 
mass of ice getting nndec her keel ; at aucither. the fng- 
menta of the crumbling iloe were piled up under the bows, 
to the great danger of the bowsprit. 

" The Dorothea vae in no lesa imminent danger, espeoiidtj- 
from the point of & floe, wbicb. came in contact with her 
Bide, where it remained a short time, and then glanced o^ 
SiUd became checked by the field to which she was mo<»ed> 
The enormotis pressare U) whieh the ship had been tiA- 
jeotfd was now apparent bj the field bemg rent, and ita 
point broken into fragments, which were speedily he^ad 
up in a pyramid, thirty-five feet in height, upon the Tsxy 
smnmit of which there appeared a huge maas, bearing the 
impressioa of the planks und bolts of the veaael'B bottcan." 

Availing themselves of a break in the iee, the shipa went 
moved to an anchorage between the islands contiguotu lo 
the Cloven Cliff; and on the 28th of June, anchored in 
fifteen fathoms water, near Ti^el Sang. On the ialsods 
they found plenty of game, and eider ducks. 

The island of Vogel Sang alone supplied the crews wiA 
forty reia-deer, which were in such lugh condition that 
the fat upon the loins of some measured from four to ax 
inches, and a careass, ready for being dressed, weighed 
285 Iba. Later in the season, the deer were, however, ao 
lean tha,t it waa rare to meet with any fat upon them at 
all. 

On the 6th of July, finding the ice had been driven to 
the northward, the ships again put to sea, and Captain, 
Buchan determined to prove, by a desperate effort, what 
advance it waa possible to make by dragging the vessels 
iJironeh the ice whenever the HmaUest opening occuiTed. 
This laborious experiment waa performed by tsing lai^ 
Topea to iron hooks driven into the ice, and by heaving 
upon them irith the windlass, aparly removing obatructiona 
in the channel with saws. But m spite of all their esertions, 
the most northeriy position attained waa 80° 37' N, 
Although fastened to the ice, the shipB were now drifted 
bodily to the southwsrd by the prcvaiUng ttirrent. They 
were also much injured by the preaaure of hummocka 
and fielda of ice. 

On the 10th of July, Captain Beechoy tells us, the 

Trent sustained a squeeze which mode her rise four feet, 

> land heel over Svo strealcs ; and on the IGth and 16th, both 
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vessels suffered considerable damage. " On that oecMion," 
lie says, -'we obaerred a field iittt'en feet in tlicknesa 
break up, and tke pieces pile upon each oUier to a great 
Lei|,'Lt, until they upset, whea they rolled over with e, 
tremendous craali. He ic* near the ahipa was piled up 
above tkeir bulwarks. Eortunatelv, the vessels rose to lie 
pressure, or they must have Iia3 their sides forced in. 
The 2>eni receiredher greatest damage upoa the c^narters, 
aijd was so twisted that the doors of all the cabins flew 
open, and the panels of some staated in the frames, while 
ter false stempoat was moved three inches, and her tim- 
bers cracked to a most serious extent. The Dorothea 
Buli'ered still more : some of her beams were sprung, and 
two planks on the lower deck were spht fore and aft, and 
doubled up, and she otherwise sustained serious injury in 
her hull. It was in vain that we attempted any relief j our 
puny efforts were not even felt, tlough continued for 
eij^ht hoTirs with unabated zeal ; and it was not u ntil the 
tide changed that the smallest effect was produced. "When, 
however, list occurred, the Tessels righted and settled in 
the water to their proper draught." 

From the 12tli to the 19th, they were closely beset with, 
ice. For nine successive days following this the crews 
were occupied, nif^ht and day, in endeaTourine to estricata 
the ships, and regain the open sea. Thinkinjr ne hod given 
the ice a fair trial here, the commander determined upon 
t'samining its condition towards the eastern coast of Green- 
land, and in. the event of finding it equally impenetrable 
there, to proceed round the south cape of Spitzbergen, and 
make an attempt between that island and Nova Zembla. 

On the 30th of July, a sudden gale came on, and brought 
down the main body of the ice upon them, so that the 
ships were in such imminent danger that their only means 
of safety was to take refuse amongst it — a practice which 
has been resorted to by whalers in extreme casus — as their 
only ohanc* of escaping destruction. 

The following is a description of the preparation made 
to withstand the terrible encounter, and the hair-breadth 
escape from the dangers ; — 

" In order to avert the effects of this aa much as pos- 
sible, n cable was cut up into tlijrty-feet lengths, and these, 
with plat«» of iron four feet square, which had been sup- 
plied to us at fenders, together with some walrus's hides, 
were hung round the vessels, especially about the bows. 
The masts, at the same time, were secured with additional 
ropes, and the hatches were battened and oB.'iti 4s«i"a» 
By the time these precaudons tai ■\ieeii. iBkeo, cm «?*■ 
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proaeli to the breakers only left ue tlit alternative of either 
permitting the shipB to be drifted broadBidt; a^rrunBt tlie 
ice, tmd BO to take their chance, or of cndcaroiiring to 
force fairly into it by putting before the mnd. At length, 
the liopclesH etate of a veaael placed bioadside ajrainst bo 
formidable a body became apparent to all, and we resolved 
to attempt the latter expedient." 

Eagerly, but in vain, woii the general hne of the pacl: 
scanned, to find one place more open than the other. All 
parts appeared to be equally impenetrable, and to present 
one unbroken line of furious breakers, in which immense 
pieces of ice were heavina and subsiding with the waves, 
and dashing together with a violence which nothing Bp* 
parently but a sohd body conld withstand, occaHionimt 
such a noise that it was with the greatest difficulty the 
officers could make their orders heard by the crew 

The fearfol aspect of this appalling scene is thus sketched 
off by Captain Beechey : — 

" No langnage, I am conTroced, can convey an adequate 
idea of the ternfic grandeur of the efl'ect now produced by 
the collision of the ice and the tempestuous ocean. The 
sea, violently agitated and rolling its mountainous waves 
against an opposing body, is at all times a sublime and 
awM sight i but when, in addition, it encounters immenao 
masses, which it has set in motion with a violence equal to 
ita own, its effect is prodigiously incrcaBcd. At one mo- 
ment it bursts upon these icy fragments and buries them 
many feet beneath its wave, and the neit, na the buoyancy 
of the depresBcd body struggles for reaficendaney, the 
water rushes in foammg cataracts over its ed^ea ; irhilst 
every individual mass, rockinji: and labouring m its be4> 
grinds against and contends with its opponent, until one ifl 
cither split with the shock or upheaved upon the surface 
of the other. Nor is this collision confined to anv par- 
ticular spot; it is going onas far aa the sight can resch; and 
when from this convulsive scene below, the eye is turned 
to the estraordinary appearance of the blink in the sky 
above, where the unnatural clearness of a cnhn and silvery 
atmosphere presents itself, bounded by a dark hard line of 
stormy clouds, such as at this moment lowered over our 
masts, as if to mark the confines within which the effortii 
of man would be of no avail. The reader may imagine the 
sensation of awe which must accompany that of gmndeur 
in the mind of the beholder." 

aver," continues the narrator, " the foi-titude of 
was fairly tried, it was assuredly not less so on this 
1 ) and I will not conceal the pride I felt in wit- 
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neBsiiif; the bold and decisive tone in which tlie orders 
were lasued by the commtinder (die late Sir John 
Franklin) of our little vessel, and the promptitude 
and Bteadinefla with which they were executed by the 

As the hibouriiiB ressel flew before 13ie gale, siie soon 
ncared the scene of danger. 

'■Eai;ii person instinctively eecnred hia own hold, and 
with bis eyes fixed upon the masts, awaited in breatbleas 
aaxiety tlie moment of eoncnasion. 

■' It Boon arrived, — the brig {Trenl) cutting her way 
through the light ice, came in violent contact with, the 
main body. La an instant we all lost our footing; tlie 
masts bent with the impetus, and the cracking timbers 
from below bespoke a presSdre which was calculated to 
awaken our serions apprehenBionB. The vessel staggered 
under the shock, and lor a moment seemed to recoil; bat 
the next wave, curling up imdar her counter, drove her 
abont her own length, within the margin of the ice, where 
she gave one roll, and was immediately thrown broadside 
to the wind by the succeeding wave, which beat furiously 

rnat her stern, and brought her lee-aide in contact with 
main body, leaving her weather-side espoaed at the 
same time to a piece of ice about twice her own dimensions. 
This unfortunate occurrence prevented the vessel pene- 
trating sufficiently far into the ice to escape the effect of 
the gale, and placed her in a situation where she wag 
asaaikd on all sides by battering-rama, if I may use the 
exfiresfiion, overj' one of which contest«d the small epace 
which she occupied, and dealt such unrelenting blows, that 
there appeared to be scarcely any possibility oT saving bet 
from foundering. Literally tossed from piece to piece, wo 
had nothing left but patiently to abide the iasue ; for ws 
could scarcely keep our feet, much less render any assist- 
ance to the vessel. The motion, indeed, was ao great, that 
the ship's beU, which in the heaviest gale of wind had never 
struck of itself, now tolled so continually, that it was ordered 
to be muffled, for the purpose of escaping the unpbasant 
association it was calculated to produce. 

" In anticipation of the worst, we determined to attempt 
placing the launch upon the ice under the lee, and hurried 
mto her such provisions and stores as conld at the moment 
be got at. Serions doubts were reasonably entertained of 
the ooat being able to live amongst the confused mass by 
which we were encompassed ; yet as thia appeared to t>9 
our only refuge, we dung to it with all the eagemcBs of ^- 
last resoume," ^| 
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From the injaiy tlie vessel repeatedly received, it 
became Terj erideat tliaC if eubjected to ChiB coucuBsim ' 
for any time, Blie could not L.old togotKer lone; tUo 1 
only dmnce of escape, tkerefore, appeared to depend Dpoa 
getting before the wiud, and penetrating further into tJie ' 

To effect this with any probability of auccess, it Twcaino 
necessBi'y to set more head-sail, though at the risk of tjie 
roasts, already tottering with the pressure of that whiob. 
was spread. By the eicpertneSB of the seamen, more a»fl 
■was spread, and under this additional proesore of can- 
Tasa, th.e ship came into the desired position, and "wifix tha 
aid of an enormons mass under the stem, slie split a small 
field of ice, fonitceo. feet in thickness, which had hitheito 
impeded her progress, and e&cted a passage for heis^ 
between the pieces. 

In this improved position, by carefully placing the pro- 
tecting fenders between the ice and the ship's sides, tba 
strokes were much diminished, and she managed to weath^ 
out the gale, but lost si^iit of her consort in the douda of 
Bpray which were tossed abont, and the huge intervening 
masses of ice among which they were embayed. On tha 
pale moderating, the ships were fortunately got once mole ' 
into an open sea, althousii both disabled, and one at least, 
the Dcrrolhea, which had sustained the heavy shocks, in k 
fouiidering condition. For the main object of tlie expedl* 
tion they were now nseless, and, both being ina leaky state, 
they bore up for Fiur Haven, in Spitzbergen. la approach- 
ing the anchorage in South Gat, the IVen( bounded over a 
BnnVpTi rock, and struck hard, but this, after their recent 
danger, was thought comparatively li^ht of. 

On examining tue hulls of the vessels, it was found thej 
had sustained Rightful injuries. The intermediate lining 
of "felt between the limbers and plants seems to Lave 
aided greatly in enabling the vessels to sustain the repeated 
powertiil shocks they had encountered. Upon consulting 
with his officers, Captain Buchan came to the opinion that 
the moat prudent course was to patch up the vessels for 
their return voyage. Lieutenant Frank hn preferred aa 
urgent rcqilest that he might be allowed to proceed in his 
own ressd upon the interesting service still uneiecutedj 
but this could not be complied with, in consequence of the 
hazard to the crew of proceedii^ home singlv in a vessel 
so shattered and unsafe as the Dorothea. After refitting, 
titey put to sea at the end of August, and reached Englaad 
by the middle of October. 
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Ik 1819, on the recommeniiatioa of the Lords of tlie 
Admiraily, Capt. FrookliiL was appointed to conunand. an 
overland expedition from Hudson's Ba^ to tbo northern, 
sboree of AJnerica, for the purpoBe of determining the 
latitudes mid longitudes, and exploring the coast of the 
continent eastward from the Coppennine Siver, Dr. John 
BJehaj'daon, Il.^N^., and two AdiniraUy midshipmen, Mr. 
Georgo BsL'lt, {who had been out on the Polar espedition 
in thepreyiouB year in H. M. S. Treaty and Mr. Eobert 
Hood, were placed under his orders. Previous to his de- 
parture from London, Capt. Franklin obtained all the 
informatioa and advice possible from Sir Alex. Mackenzie, 
one of the only two persons who had yet explored those 
shores. On the 33rd of May , the party embarked at , 
Graveaend, in the Prince of Wales, belonging to the Hud- 
son's Bay Company, which immediately got under weigh 
in company with her consorts, the S!adgsto7ie and Wear. 
Mr. Back, who was left on shore by accident in Yarmouth, 
succeeded in catching the ship at Stromness. On the 4th 
of Angost, in lat. 59° 68' H., and long. 59° 53' W., they 
first fdl in with large icebergs. On the following day, the 
height of one was ascertained to be 119 feet. After & 
stormy and perilous voyage theyreached the anchorage i'i 
York Flats on the 30th of August. 

On the dth of September, Capt. Franklin and his party 
left York Factory in a boat by the way of the rivers and 
lakes for Cumberiand House, another of the Company's 
posts, which they reached on the 22nd of October. 

On the 19th of January, Franklin set out in company 
with Mr. Back, and a seaman named Hepburn, with pro- 
yisions for fifteen days stowed in two sledges, on dieir 
jonmey to Fort Chipewyan. Dr. Hichardson, Mr. Hood, 
and Mr. Connolly, accompanied them a short distance. 
After touching; at different posts of the Company, they 
reached their destination safely on the 26th of March, after 
a wintiir'a iouroey of 857 miles. The ereatest dilBculty 
experienced by the travellers was the lamiur of walking in 
snow shoes, a weight of between two and three pounds 
being constantly attaciied to galled feet and swelled 
ankles. 

On the 13thof July, they were joined by Dr. Eichordaon 
and Mr. Hood, who had made a very expeditious journey 
■--■'■" ■■ yhaJ . ' 
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heiag bo mouldy tUat they were oliligeii to leave it befainiL 
Arrangenients were now made for their joumt'y nor&i- 
ward. Sixteen Canadiaji voyageuTB were engaged, and a 
Cliipewyan woman and two interpreters were to bo takea 
on from Great Slave Lake. The whole stock of proviaiMi 
they could obtain before starting nas only sufficient for 
one day's supply, eseiusive of two barrels of fiour, tluree 
cases of preserved, meats, some chocolate, arrow-root, and 
portable soup, which had been bronglit from England, and 
■were kept as a reHerre for the journey to the coast ia tiie 
following Beaaon; Boventy pounds of deer's iiesh and ft 
little barley were all that the Company's oiGeers could f^Vti 
them. ThoprOTisionaweredistributtdamongthree canoea, 
and the party set off iu good Bpirits on the 18th of Joly. 
They had to make an inroad very soon on their preserrrf 
meats, for they were unfortunate in their fishing. On the 
24th of July, "however, they were Buccessfu] in shootinc a 
buffalo in the Salt Hiver, after giving him fourteen bulo. 
At Moose Deer Island they got supphes from the Hnd- 
pon'a Bay and North West Companies' offleora, and on the 
27th set out again on their journey, reaching Fort Prori- 
dence bv the 29th. 

Shortly aft«r they had an interview with a celebrated aci 
influential Indian chief, named Akaitcho, who was to furuish 
them with guides. Another Canadian voyageur was here 
engaged, and the party now consisted of the officers 
already named, Mr. Fred. Wentzei, clerk of the N. W. 
'Fv.i Company, who joined them here, John Hepburn iJie 
English seaman, seventeen Canadian voyageurs, (one of 
irhom, named Michel, was an Iroquois,) and three Indian 
interpreters, besides the wives of three of the voyageurs 
who had been brought on for the purpose of making 
clothes and shoes for the men at the winter establiah.- 
inent. The whole number were twenty-nine, escluBiTe 
of three chUdren. I give the list of those whose names 
occur most frequently in the narrative; J. B. Belanger, 
Peltier, Solomon Belanger, Samandre, Benoit, Perrault, 
Antonio Fontano, Beauparlant, Vaillant, Credit, Adam 
St. Germain, interpreter ; Augustus, and Junius, Esqui- 
maux interpreters. They had provisions forten days' con- 
sumption, besides a little chocolate and tea, viz., two caska 
of flour, 200 dried rein-deer tongues, some dried moose 
meat, portable soup, and a little arrow-root. A small extra 
janoe was provided for the women, and the journey for the 
Coppermine Eiver was commenced on the 3nd of August. 
The party met with many hardships — were placed on 
diort diet— and some of the Canadians broke out into open 
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Sroceed ftirther. However, they 
arrived on the 20th of AugiiBt at 
Tort Enturpriae on Winter Lake, whicli, hy the advice of 
tiieir Indian guides, they determined on making their 
winter quarters. The total length of the voyajre from 
Ckipewyan was 553 miles ; and after lenving Port Provi- 
dence they had 21J milea of portage to pass over. As the 
men had to traverse each portao'o four timea with a load 
of 180 lbs., and return three tunes light, they walked in 
the whole upwards of 150 milea. 

In conseqnence of the refiisal of Akaitcho and his party 
of Indians to guide and accompany them to the sea, 
because, aa they alleged, of the approach of winter, 
and the imminent danger, Capt. Franklin was obliged 
to abandon proceeding that seasoa down the river, and 
contented himself with despatching, on the 29th, Mr. 
Back and Mr. Hood, in a light i^taoe, with St. Germain as 
interpreter, eight Canadians, and one Indian, furnished 
with eight days' provisions — all that could be spared. 

Tbey returned on the 10th of September, after having 
reached and coaBted Point Lake. In the meantime, 
Pronkhn and Eichardaon, accompanied by J. Hepburn and 
two Indians, alao made a pedestrian excursion towards the 
same quarter, leaving on the Bth of September, and re- 
turning on the 14th. The whole party spent a long 
winter of ten months at Port Enterprise, dependine upon 
the Bah they could catch, aud the success ot their India^ 
hunters, for food. 

On the 6th of October, the officers quitted their tents 
for a good log house which had been built. The clay with 
which the wtdls and roof were plastered had to he tem- 

5 Bred before the fire with water, and froze as it was 
auhed on ; hut afterwards cracked in Such a'm&uner as to 
admit the wind from every quarter. Still the new abode, 
with a good fire of fagots in the capacious clay-built 
chimney, was considered quite comfortable when compared 
with the chiily tents. 

The lein-deer are found on the hanks of the Coppermine 
Eiver early in May, aa they then go to the sea coast to 
bring forth, their young. They usually retire from the 
const in July and August, ml in October, and sheltrr 
themselves in the woods during winter. Before the middle 
of October, the caranses of 100 deer had been secured m 
their store-houae,togetherwithlOOOIba. of suet, and aome 
dried meat ; and eiguty deer were stowed away at various 
distances from their house, en caclie. This ■^Wvq'J.^'^'s^- 
aiooB "en cache'," is merely burning wii-^tc'iftii'tai^i'A^'sai. 
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■wolyea and other depredators by Iieary kmda of 

On the 18th of October. Mr. Back and Mr. Wented, ' 
eccompaiiied by two Canadian yoyK;;cars, two IndiKiiH Koi 
their wives, set out fur Fovt Providence to make the neoM- 
EBiyarraugementBfortrauEportin(;thc stores tliey expeotMl 
from Cumberland House, sad to see if somu fudges 
BUppUt^a mi^ht not be obtained from the estabhshmenta cm 
Slave Lake. Deapat-ahea for England were aUo forwazded 
by thera, detailing the progroBs of the eicpeditionup totidi 
date. By the end of the month the men hod also eom- 
pkted a house for themselves, 34 feet by 18. On. tb 
26th of October, Akaitoho, and his Indian party ofhmUtM, 
amounting with women and children to fort; soula, oaav 
in, owing to the deer having migrated southwards. Iliii 
added to t^e daily number to be provided for, and b; ^m 
time their ammunitiou was nearly expended. 

The fisliiag failed as the weather became more sewe^ 
and was given up on the 5th of November. About £100 
white &m, of from two to three lbs., had been procored 
during the season. The fish froze ae they were taken ftna 
the nets, becoming in a short time a solid mass of Joe, to 
that a blow or two of the hattket would easily split then 
open, when the intestines tnijjht be removed m one Itmrn. 
If thawed before the fire, even after being frozen for aaaaSf 
two dnya, the fish would recover their animation. 

On the 23rd of Novemher, they were gratified by t3u 
appearance of one of the Canadian voyageurs who had aet 
out n'ith Mr. Back. His locks were matted with aaaw, 
and he was so incrusted nith ice from head to foot, th«t 
they could scarcely recognise him. He reported that ihg^ 
had had a tedious and iatiguing ioumey to Fort Pron- 
dence, and for some days were deatitute of pmviaji^B. 
Letters were brought Irom England to the precBdi»g 
April, BJid quickly was the packet thawed to get at tim 
contents. The newspapers eonreyed the intoUigenoe of 
the death of George III. The advices as to the e& 
pected stores were disheartening j of ten bales of 90 Iba. 
each, five had been left by some niiamanageraent at tiw 
Grand Bapid on the Sattkatchawan. On the 28th of 
Jforember, St. Germain the interpreter, with eight CaiB»- 
Toyageors, and foiu" Indian hunters, were sent off t« 
,:; up the stores from Fort Providence. 
On the loth of December, Franklin mano^dtogetridof 
Icaitoho and his Indian party, by representing to tliem tba 
ipoasibihty of mainlainin;; "them. The leader, howevoii 
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left tlienv liis aged mother HJid two femalt^ attcadiiiits ; and 
old EeskamLh, the (piide, with his wife and daughter, 
remained behind. This dan/rhter, who was deiignated 
" Greea Stockings" from her dress, waa considered a groat 
beauty by her tribe, and, although but sixteen, Iiad 
belonged sueccsaively to two hnfibands, and wouJd pro- 
bably hflve been the wife of manymore, if her Biotiiecuad 
not Teqnired hor Burricea as a nurse. 

Mr. Hood took a good likeneaa of the yonn^ ^T' '"'* 
ter mother was Bomewhat aTerse to her Bitting for it, 
fearing that "her dauehter's likenE93 would induce the 
Great OMef who resided in Enghmd to aend for the 
original '." 

The diet of the party in their winter abode eonaisted 
almost entirely of rein-deer meat, niried twice a week by 
fish, and occasionally by a httlo flour, but tlier Jiad no 
vegetables of any kind. On Sunday morning tliey bad a 
cup of ohocolate ; but their greatest luxury was teti, which 
ttey regularly had twice a day, olthougli without Bujfar. 
Candles were formed of rein-deer fat and atripa of cotton 
shirts ; aud Hepburn acquired considerable ekilt in the 
manufacture of aoap from the wood-ashes, fat, and salt. 
The gtores were anxiously looked for, and it was lioped 
tJiev would haTe arrived by Ifew Year's Day (1821), so hb 
to haye kept the festiTal. As it was, they could only 
receive a little flour and fat, both of which were considered 
great luxuries. 

Ou the 15th, seven of the men arrived witb. two kegs Ot 
mm, one barrel of powder, sixty pounds of ball, two rolls 
of tobacco, and some clotliing. 

" They had been twenty-one days on their march from 
Slave Lake, aud the labour theyunclovwent was suSicientlj 
erinced by their sledge coUara having worn ont the 
shoulders of their coats. Tiieir loads weighed from sixty 
to ninety pounds each, exclusive of their bedding and 
provisions, which at starting must have been at least as 
much more. "Wo were much rejoiced at tfaeir arrival, and 
proceeded forthwitJi to pierce the spirit caek, and issue to 
each of the houseiiold the portion of rum which had been 
promised on the first day of the year. The spirits, which 
were proof, were frozen ; but after standing at the fire for 
some time they flowed out, of the eonsistcnee of honey. 
The temperatnre of the hquid, even in this state, waa ao 
low us instantly to convert into ice the moisture which 
condensedontbesur&ceoftlia dram-gloss. Tiiofiagersalao 
adhered to the glafls,aud would doubtless bavo be«Q.^'«s.*^^T 
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frozen had they been kept in contact with it ; yet each ot 
the voyagers BwallowPil his dram without esperiencinjt 
the ehghtest inconTenienee. or complaining of tooth-ache." 
It appeared that the Canadians had tapped the mm.- 
eask on their journey, end helped themaelTes rathet 

On the 27th, llr Wontzel and St. Germain arrived, 
with tiro Esqnimaus interpreters who had been engaged, 
pasHCBHed of enphoniDue names, representing the belly and 
the ear, but which had been Anghcised into Auguetus and 
Junius, being the months they had respectively arrived at 
Fort Churchill. The former spoke English. They brought 
four dogs with them, which proved of great use durmg 
the season in drawing in wood for ftiel. 

Mr. Back, at this time, the 24th of December, had gone 
on to Chipewyan to proctire stores. On the 12m of 
rpbtuary, another party of six men was sent to 'Fait 
Providence to bring up the remaining supphes, and 
these returned on the 5th of March. Many of the cacMi 
of meat which had been buried early in the winter were 
found destroyed by the wolves, and some of these a.nimKla 
prowled nightly about the dwellings, even venturing: uprai 
the roof of" their kitchen. The rations were reduced from 
eight to the short allowance of five ounces of animal food 
per day. 

On the 17th of March, Mr. Back returned from Fort 
Chipewyan, after an absence of nearly five montha, 
during which he had performed a journey on foot of more 
than eleven hundred miles on snow shoes, with only the 
slight shelter at night of a blanket and deer skin, wiUL the 
thermometer frequently at 40^ and once at 57°, and very 
often psssiog several days without food. 

Some very interesting traits of generosity on the part 
of the Indians are recorded by Mr. Back. Often fliey 
gave up and would not taste of fish or birds which they 
caught with the touching- remark, " We are accustomed to 
starvation, and you are not." 

Such passages as the following often occur in his nar- 
rative — " One of our men caught a fish, which, with the 
aBsistance of some weed scraped from the rocks {tnpe de 
roche) which forma a glutinous substance, made us a tole- 



rable supper ; it was not of the most choice kind, yet good 
enough for hungry men. While we were eatmg it, I 
perceived one of^the women busily employed scraping oa 



old skin, the contents of which her hustand presented tu 

"^ ith. They consisted of pounded meat, fat, and a greater 

Kportion of Indian's and deer's hair than either, and. 
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thoueb. such a mistnre may not appear very alluring to an 
English atonmcli, it was thottght a great luxury after throe 
days' privation in these cheerleas reeions of America." 

To retora to the proBeedrngs at Fort Euterpriae. Oa 
the 33rd of March, the last of the winter's stock of deer'a 
meat was expended, and the party were compelled to 
consume a httle pounded meat, which had been saved for 
making pemmieaa. Tlie nets scarcely produced any fish, 
and theu- meals, which had hitherto been Bcan^ enough, 
were now restricted to one in the day. 

The poor Indian faroiliea about the honae, conaisting 
principally of aiek and infirm women and children, suffered 
even more privation. Tliey cleared away the anow on the 
site of the Autumn encampmenta to look for hones, deer's 
feet, bits of hide, and other ofi'al. " When (savs Frank- 
lin) we beheld them gnawing the pieces of hide, and 
pounding the bonea for the purpose of estracting some 
nourishment from them by boilins;, wo regretted our 
inability to reheve them, but httle thought that we should 
ourselves be afterwards driven to the necessity of eagerly 
collecting these same bones a second time from the dung- 
hill." 

On the 4tli of June, 1821, a first party set off from the 
winter quarters for Point Lake and the Coppermine Eiver, 
under the charge of Dr. Sichardson, consisting, in aU, 
voyageurs and Indians, of twenty-three, escluaive of 
chjldran. Each of the men carried about 80 lbs., besides 
his own personal baggage, weighing nearly as much more. 
Some of the party dragged their loads on sledges, others 
preferred carrying their burden on their backs. On the 
I3th, Dr. IUcbari£on sent back most of the men ; and on 
the 14th Franklin despatched Mr. Wentzel and a party 
with the canoes, which had been repaired. Following tlia 
water-eonrso as far as practicable to Winter Lake, Frank- 
lin followed himself with Hepburn, three Canadians, two 
Indian hunters, and the two Esquimaux, and joined Dr. 
Eichar Jflon on the 22Qd. On the 25th they aU resumed 
their .ionmey, and, as they proceeded down the riTer, 
were forttmato in killing occasionally several musk osen. 

On the 15th they got a distinct view of the sea from the 
summit of a hill ; it appeared choked with ice and full of 
islands. About this time they fell in with small parties of 
Eaquimaux, 

^ On the 19th Mi. Weatzol departed on his retm-n for 
Slave Lake, taking with liitn four Canadians, who had 
been discharged for the purpose of reducing the esipendi- 
ture of provision u much as possMe, krSl iea^aijSift* \n 
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be forwardetl to England. Ho was also init 

oaUHB the ludioES to duposit 3 relay of p 

Entorpriao, ready for the partj ' ' 

way. The remainder of the j 

amounted to twenty persons. T 

traversad from Fort Enterprise to the mouth of the riTer 

was about 334 miles, and the t^anoea hod to he dragged 

nearly 120 miles of this. 

Two eongpiouona tapes were named by Fi-anklin after 
Eearne and Mactenzie i and a river which fails into tile 
sea, to the westward of the Coppermine, he called after 
his companion, Kiekurdson. 

On the 2Ist of July, I'ranklin and his party embaeked 
in their two canoes to navigate the Polar Sea to the eaat>- 
ward, having with them provisionB for fifteen days. 

On the 25th they doubled a bluff oape, which was named 
after Mr. Barrow, of the Admiralty. An opening oa its 
eastern side received the appellation of Inman Harboor, 
and a group of islands were called after Professor Jameson. 
Within the next fortnight, additions were made to their 
stock of food by a few deer and one or two bears, wbiidi 
were shot. Being less fortunate afterwards, and with no 
prospect of increasing their supply of provision, the daily 
allowance to each man was limited to a handthl of pem- 
mican and a small portion of portable soup. 

On the morning of the 5th of August thev came to the 
mouth of a river olocked up with shoals, which Eranklin 
named after his friend and companion Back. 

The time spent in esploricg Arctic and Melville Sounds 
and Eathurst Inlet, and the iailnre of meeting with Esqui- 
maux from wliom provisions could be obtained, precluded 
any poBsibihty of reaching E^pulse Bay, and therefore hav- 
ing but a day or two's provision left, Praoldin considered 
it prudent to turn back after reaching Point Tnmagain, 
having sailed nearly 600 geographical miles in tracing 
the deeply indented coast of Coronation Gulf from the 
Coppermioe Siver. On the 22d Aug. the return voyage was 
coromenoed, the boats making for Hood's Kiver by the 
way of tlie Arctic Sound, and being taken as far up the 
stream as possible. On the 31st it was found impossible 
to proceed with them farther, and smaller canoes were 
made, suitable for crossing any of tlie rivers that mi^t 
obstruct their pi'ogreas. The weight carried by each maa 
was about 90 lbs., and with this they progressed at the 
Sate of a mile an hour, including rests. 

On the 5th of September, having nothing to eat, the 
lut piece of penunican and a httle arrow-root having 



fonaod a acaRty supper, and being without tlie means of 
making a fire, they remaiued in bed all daj. A severe 
BDOw-atorm lasted two days, and the snow even drifted 
into their tents, covering their bl^ikets aeverol inches. 
" Our Buifering (aays Fwiokhn) from oold, in a coinfort- 
lesa canvass tent in such weather, with the temperatnre at 
20^, and without fire, will easily be imagined; it was, 
however, less than tiiat which we felt from hunger." 

"Weak irara fasting and their gormcnta stiffened with the 
frost, after packing their frozen tenta aad bedclothes the 
poor travellers again set out on the 7th. 

After faading almost eKcluaively on several speoiea of 
Gjrophora, a lichen known as tripe de rodie, which 
scarcely allayed the pan^a of hunger, on the 10th " they 
got a good meal by killing a musk ox. To akiu and 
cat up the animsl was the worit of a few minutes. The 
contents of ita atomach ware devoured upon liie apot, and 
the raw intestines, which were next attacked, were pro- 
Eouneed by tlio moat delicate amongst ns to be excel lent." 

Wearied and worn out with toil and suffering, many of 
the party got careless and indifferent. One of the canoes 
was broken and abandoned. With an improvidence 
scarcely to be credited, three of the fiahing-nete were 
also thrown away, and the floats burnt. 

On tko 17tb. they managed to allay the pangs of hunger 
by ^^ti^g pieces of singed hide, and a little tripe de 
roche. Iaib and some mossos, with an oct^aaion^ soli- 
taty partridge, formed tieir invariable tbod ; on verv" 
many days even this scanty supply oould not be obtained, 
and their appetites became ravenous. 

Occasionally they picked up pieces of akin, and a 
few hones of deer which had been devoured by the wolves 
in tiiB previous spring. Tko bones were rendered friable 
by burning, and now and then their old dioea were added 
to the repast. 

On the 26th they reached a. bend of the Coppermine, 
wiuch terminated in Point Lalce. The second canoe had 
been demolished and abandiJned by, the bearers on the 
23rd. Bud they were thus left without any means of water 
transport across tiie kkes and river. 

Oa this day the carcass of a deer was discovered in the 
cleft of a rook, into which it had fallen in the spring. It 
was Butrid, bn* little leas acceptable to the poor starving 
travellers on thataoeonnt ; and afire being kindled a large 
portion was devonred on the epot, afiording an unexpected 
breajcfast. 

On the Ist of Oftober one oE tlie -^wct^, ■w'iin ^la&.^K'iQ. 
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out hunting, brought in the autlers and bnt-khono of 
anotjiei deer, which had been killed in the »ummeT. Tba 
wolves and birda of prey Lad picked them clean, but 
there still Temnined a quantity uf the Bpiuol marrow, 
which they had not been a,ble to c:ctract. This, although 
putrid, was esteemed a valuable prize, and the spine beuif; 
i;ivided into portiona was distributed equally. " After 
eating the marrow (says rranklin). which was so acrid as 
to escoriate the hpe, we rendered the bones friable by 
burning, and ate them also." 

The airength of the whole partr now began, to 
fail, from the privHtion and fatigue wnieh they endured. 
Franklin was in a dreadfully debilitated state. Mr. Hood 
was also reduced to a perfect shadow, from the serera 
bowel-complainta which the tripe da roche never failed to 
giro him. Back was so feeble aa to require the support of 
a stick in walkinf^, and Dr. Kichardaou had lameness 
superadded to weakness. 

A rude canoe was constructed of willows, covered with 
canvass, in which the party, one by one, managed to reaoh 
in safely the southern bank of the river on the 4th 
of October, aud went supperlesa to bed. On the follow- 
ing morning, previous to setting out, the whole party ate 
ihe remains of their old shoes, and whatever scraps of 
leather thev had, to strengthen their stomachs for the 
fatigue of the day's journey. 

Sir. Hood now broke down, as did two or three more of 
the party, and Dr. Eichardaon kindly volunteered to 
remain with them, whUe the rest puabed on to Fort 
Enterprise for succour. Not being able to find any tnpt 
de roehe. they drank an infusion of the Labrador tea- 
plant (Zednua paluslre, var. decvmbens), and ate a few 
morsels of bomt leather for supper. This continued to 
be a frequent occurrence. 

Others of the party continued to drop down with 
fatigue and weainess, until they were reduced to five per- 
aous, besides Franklin. When they had no food or 
nourishment of any kind, they crept under their blankets, 
' to drown, if possible, the gnawing pangs of hunger and 
fatigue by sleep. At len^h they reached Fort Enter- 
ynse, aud to their disappointment and grief found it a 
■ "(rfeotly desolate habitation. There was no deposit of 

lorision, no frace of the Indians, no letter from Mr. 
iTentzel to point out where the Indiana might be found. 
Kt would be impossible (says Fi'anklin) to describe oup 
HDHations after entering this miserable abode, and dia- 
T how we had been neglected-, the whole ^ext; 
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slied tears, not so mucli for our own fstc as for that of our 
ftieiidB in the rear, whose Uvea depended entirely on onr 
Bending immediate relief from tliia place." A note, how- 
ever, wag found here from Mr. Back, stating that he had 
reached the house bj another roate two days before, and 
"WM going in search of the Indisis. If he was unsucceBg- 
fti! m finding them, he purposed walking to Fort Provi- 
dence, and sending suecoor irom thonee. out he doubted 
whether either he or his party could perform the journey 
to thRt place in their present debilitated gtate. Franklin 
and luB amall party now looked round for some meang of 

5 resent suhsiatence, and fortimately discovered several 
eer sking, which had been thro^-n away during their 
former residence here. The bones were gathered from 
the heap of ashes ; these, with the skins and the addition of 
tripe de roehe, they considered would support life tolerably 
well for a short time. The hones were quite acrid, ana 
tbe soup extracted from them, quite putrid, excoriated the 
month if taken alone, but it was somewhat milder when 
boiled with the lichen, and the mixture was even deemed 
palatable witJi a little salt, of which a cask had been left 
here in the spring. They procured fuel by pulling up the 
flooring of the rooms, and water for cooldng by melting 
the snow. 

Augustus arrived safe after them, just a.s Ihey were 
sitting round the fire eating their supper of singed skin. 

I/ate on the 13th, Belanger also reached the house, with 
a note from Mr. Back, stating that he had yet found no 
trace of the Indians. The poor messenger was almost 
speechless, being covered with ice and nearly frozen to 
death, having fallen into a rapid, and for the third time 
since the party left the coast narrowly escaped drowning. 
After being well rubbed, having had his dress ehangea, 
and some warm sonp given him, he recovered sufficiently 
to answer the questions put to him. 

Under the impression that the Indiana must be on their 
way to Fort Providence, and that it would be possible to 
overtake them, as they usually travelled slowly with fheir 
famihos, and there being likewise tk prospect of killing 
deer about Reindeer Lake, where they had bcea usually 
found abundant, Frankhn determined to take the route 
for that post, and sent word to Mr. Back by Belanger to 
that effect on the 18th. 

On the 20th Oct. Franklin set out in oompany with Benoit 
and Augustus to seek relief, having patched three pairs of 
snow shoes, and taken some singed skin for tb.'M kwj.-^'ot^- 
Peltier and Samandre liad voluateetei \xi -trawsai. i^- *&» 
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boose with Adam, vrho whs too ill to proceed. Tliey w 
BO feeblo us scaroelT to be able to more. AugUBtuB, tfaa 
EBqQimanx. tried tor fieh, without ancuoss, so that thus 
only fare was skin and toa. At night, composing tliem.- 
selvea to rest, they lay close to eauh other for wurmtli, but 
foDsd the night bitterlj cold, and the wind pieTccd thrion^ 
their famished iiBines. 

On reanming the journey nest morning, Franklin had 
tiie miefortnne to break his snow-shoes, by foiling between 
two rocks. This accident prevented bim from keepiii)^ 
pace with tho others, and in the attempt he became quita 
exhausted ; nnwillinfi to delay their progress, ae tha 
safety of all behind depended on their obtainina; eaify 
oHsistanee nnd immediate supplies, Franklin resolTed to 
t u rn back, while the otters pnBhcd on to meet Mr. Sank; 
or, missinghim, thev were directed to proceed to fort Pro- 
vidence. Franklin found the two Canadians be bad left at 
the honse dreadfiilly weidi and reduced, and so low-Hpiritod 
that he bad [Treat dfflcolty in rallying them to any exertimk 
As the insides of their months had become sore &om 
eating the bone-sonp, they now relinquished the use of it, 
and boiled the skiii, which node of dressing w&b fou&cl 
more palatable than fiying it. They bad pulled down 
nearly all their dwelling for fael, to warm themselves and 
cook their scantr meaJs. The tripe de roche, on. wfaidi 
they had depended, now became entirely fi'ozen ; and 
what was more tantahEing to their perishmg fi-amea, itbb 
the sight of food within reach, which they eonld not wo- 
cure. " We saw (says Frankhn) a herd of rein-deet 
sporting on the river, abont half a mile from the houa« ; 
they remained tiere a long time, but none of the party 
felt themselves strong enonghto go after them, nor was 
there one of us who could have fired a gun without reat- 
ingit." 

Whilst fhcy were seated round the fire ibis evening, 
diaeooraing about the anticipated relief, the sound of voices 
was heard, which was thoTijrht with joy to bo tluit of the 
Indians, but, to their bitter disappointment, the debiUtated 
frames and emaciated countenances of Dr. Hichardson and 
Hepbwn presented themselves at the door. They were 
oF course gladly reeeived, although each marked the 
lavages which famine, care, and fatigue hod made on the 
other. The Doctor particularly remarked the sepulchral 
tone of the voices of hia fHenda, which he requested them 
to make more cheeriiil if passible, nncooscious that Ins ' 
own partook of the same key. 
t Eepbnm haying shot a partridge, which wfts brought to 

! 
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Dte Koase, Dr. Eiahardaon tore out tha feathers, and 
liaring held it tn the fire a few minutes, divided it info-six 

Sortiona. Franklin and Ilia three companions raTcnouBly 
evonred their aLarea, us it was the first morse! of tieah any 
of tltem had tasted for tiiirtji^-one days, TinlesH, indeed, 
the small gristlj- particlea which thev found adhering to 
thi3 pounded bones may ba termed "flesh- Their spirits 
■were revived by tliia Bmall supply, and the Doetor endea- 
voured to raiae them still higher by the prospett of Hep- 
burn's being able to kill a deer nest day, as they had seen, 
and even fired at, several near the house. He endeavoured, 
too, to roum tiiem into some attention to the comfort of 
their apartment. Having brought his Prayer-book and 
Testament, some juajen, paaltna, and portions of scrip- 
ture, appropriate to their situation, were read out by Dr. 
Eichardaon, and they retired to their blankets. 

Eflxly nest momiug, the Doctor and Hepburn irent 
out in aeoToh of eanie ; but though they saw several 
herds of deer, and fired some ahota, they were not so for- 
tunate as to kiJl any, being too weak to hold their guns 
steadily. The cold eompeUed the former to return sooa, 
but Hepburn persevoringly persisted until late in the 
evening. 

" My occupatioa {continues Franklin) waa to search for 
skins under the snow, it being now our object immediately 
to get all tJiatwe could ; but I had not atrengfch to drag in 
more than two of those which were within twenty yards of 
the house, until the Doctor oame and asaiated me. We 
made up our stock to twenty-sis ; but several of them 
were putrid, and scarcely eatable, even by men aufferiag 
the extremity of famine. Peltier and Samandre continued 
very weak and dispirited, and they were unable to cut 
firewood. Hepburn had, in conaequenee, that laborious 
task to perform after he came back late from hunting." 
To the exertions, honesty, kindness, and consideration of 
this worthy man, the snfetj of moat of the partT is to be 
attributed. And I may here mention that Sir John 
Franklin, when be became governor of Van Diemen's Land, 
obtained for hitn a good civil appointment. This deserv- 
ing man, I am informed by Mr. Barrow, ia now in Eng- 
land, havine lost hia office, which, I believe, has been 
abolished. It is to be hoped BOmething will be done for 
him by the povarmnent. 

After their nsual supper of singed skin and bone soup. 
Dr. Eiohardson ac-quaintad Franklin with the events that 
had transpired since tlieir partinj;, particulailg "sWi -ftia 
afflicting' circumstances atteniikig \^ iealiii. tA 5&t.'^'»=^ 
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and MicKel, the Iroquois ; the particulars gf which X ■! 
now proceed to condense from uis narrative. 

After Captain Franklin bad bidden them farewell, hanng 
no tripe de roclw they drani an infusion of the countIT 
tea plant, which was grateful from ifa warmth, althoughit 
afforded no sustenance. They then retired to bed, and 
kept to their blanketa all nest day, a* the snow drift 
was go heavy as to prevent their lighting a fire with tha 
green and frozen willowa, which were their only fiiel. 

Through the extreme kindness and forethought of a 
lady, the party, prerious to leaving London, had been 
fiimished with a small collection of religious books, of 
which (saya Eichardson) we still retained two or three of 
the moat portable, and they proved of inealeulable benefit 
tons. 

'■ We read portions of them to each other as we lay iiL 
bed, in addition to the morning and evening sen-ice, and 
found that they inspired us on each pemsal with so strong 
a sense of the Omnipreaenco of a beneficent God. that our 
situation, even in these wOda, appeared no longer destitute; 
and we conversed not only with cdmness, but with cheer> 
fiilnesa, detaiUog with unrestrained confidence the put 
events of our hves, and dwelling with hope on our fiitiura 
prospects." Hotv beautiful a picture have we here rc^e- 
sented, of true piety and resignation to the Divine Will 
iudncing patience and enhmiaaion under an nneiatapled 
load of misery aad privation. 

Micliel the'Iroquois joined them on the 9th Oct., having, 
there is strong reason to believe, murdered two of tao 
Canadians who were with him, Jean Baptist* Belanger ajid 
Perranlt, as they were never seen afterwards, and he eeito 
so many rambling and contradictory statements of his 
proceemnga, that no credit could be attached to his stoiy. 

The traveUera proceeded on their tedious journey by 
slow stages. Mr. Hood was much affected with dimnesB 
of sight, giddiness, and other symptoms of extreme debt 
lity, which caused them to move slowly and to make fire- 
quent halts. Michel absented himself all day of the 10th, 
and only arrived at their encampment near the pines lata 
<m the 11th. 

He reported that he had been in chase of some deer 
which passed near his sleeping place in the morning, and 
although he did not come up with them, yet that he found 
a wolf which had been killed by the stroke of a deer's 
horn, and had bronght a part of it. 

Eichardson adds — "We implicitly believed this at«ry 
then, but afterwards became aware — ftom oitcumatanoea. 
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tile details of wliicli may 'be spared — that it must hare 
been a portion of the boiiv of Belaneer or Perrault. A 

Suestion of moment here preaents itself — namely, whether 
e aetnally murdered these men, or either of them, or 
whether he found fie bodies in the snow. Captain 
FranHin, who is the best able to Judge of this matter, 
from knowing their situation when ho parted from thera. 
suggeBted the former idea, and that both these men had 
been sacrificed; that Michel, havinp already destroyed 
Belanger, completed his orime by Perrault's death, in 
order to screen himself from detection." 

Although this opinion ia founded only on eircumstances, 
— -' is unsupported by direct eridence, it has been judged 
if to mention it, cspeeiaJly as the subaequont conduct 
> man aijowed that he was capable of committing such 
a deed. It is not easy to assign any other adequate mo- 
tive for hia concealing from Eichardaon that Perranlt had 
tnmedbact; while his request, over-night, that thev would 
leayehimthe hatchet, and bis cumbering 3iimgelf with it 
when he went out in the morning, nnlike a hunter, who 
makes use only of his knife when he kills a deer, seem to 
indicate that he took it for the purpose of cutting up sorae- 
thin^ that he knew to be irozen. 

Michel left tJiem early nest day, refusing Dr. Itiehard- 
son's offer to accompany him, and remained out all day. 
He would not sleep m the tent with tlio other two at night. 
On the J3th, there beino- a heavygale, they passed theday 
by their iire, without food. West day, at noon, Michel 
Bet out, as ha said, to hunt, but returned unexpectedly in 
a ahort time. This conduct surprised his companions, and 
his contradictory and eraaire answers to thoir questions 
excited their Buapiciona still further. He subaequently re- 
fused either to liunt or cut wood, spoke in a very surly 
mnuner, and threatened to leave them. When reaaoned. 
with by Mr. Hood, his anger was excited, and he rephed 
it was no use hunting — there were no wiimals, and they hud 
better kill and eat him. 

"At this period," obserres Dr. Eiohardson, " we avoided 
as much as possible conrersing upon the hopelessness of 
our situation, and generally endeavoured to lead the con- 
versation towards our future prospects in life. The faetis, 
that with the decay of our strength, our minds decayed, 
and we were no longer able to bear the contemplation of 
the horrors that Buirounded us. Yet we were calm and 
resigned to our fate; not a murmur escaped us, and we 
were punctual and fervent in ouriddreesesto the Sui^romts 
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On Ihe morning of the 20tL, lipy a^n urged TfTiolul 
to go a-hunting, that he miirht, if ponaihle, kava them 
some provision, as be inrended qnittiag tliom nert dmf, 
but he showed great nn willingness to go out, and lingered 
about the fire under the pretence of cloanine his gaa. 
After the morning service had been read, Dr. Kichardaoa 
went out to gather some irij>e de roche, learinp Mr. 
Hood sitting before the tent at the fireside, arguin g w ith 
Miehel; Hepburn was employed cutting fire-wood. While 
they were thna engaged, the treacherous Iroquois took the 
opportunity to place his gun cloee to Mr. Hood, and shoot 
him tlirough the head. He represetited to his companiom 
that the deceased had killed himself. On examination of 
the body, it was found that the shot had entered the bade 
port of the head and psfsed out at the forehead, and IJiat 
the muzzle of the gun had been applied so close as to set 
fire to the nightcap behind. Michel protested his iimo- 
ceuce of the crime, and Hepburn and Dr. Jiichardstm 
dared not openly to evinee their suspicion of his guilt. 

Next day. Dr. Eichardson detemuncd on going strttifflit 
to the Fort. They singed the hair ofi^ a part of the bn^Uo 
robe that belonged to their ill-fnted compantoa, and boilfld 
and ftte it. In the courae of their march, Michel alarmed 
them much by his gestures and conduet, was constancy 
mntterit^ to himself, expressed an unwillingnesa to m 
to the iort, and tried to persuade them to go soii&- 
ward to the woods, where ne said he could maintain 
himaelf all the winter by killing deer. " In eonsequence (rf 
this behavionr, and the eii^reesion of his countenance, I 
requested liim (says Eichardson) to leave us, and to go to 
tie southward byliimaelf. This proposal incrcaaed hia IB- 
nature ; he threw out some obscure hints of freeing him- 
self irom aU restraint on the morrow; and I overheaid 
him mutterin;; threats against Hepbom, whom he openly 
accused of having told atories against him. He also, fiw 
the first time, assumed such a tone of ^periority ia 
addressing me, as evinced that he considered ua to bs 
completely in his power ; and he gave vent to several ex- 
pressions of hatred towards the white people, some of 
whom, he said, had killed and eaten his uncle and two of 
his relations. In short, taking every circnmstanee of his 
conduct into consideration, I eame to the conclusion that 
he would attempt to destroy us on the first opportunity 
tiutt oflered, and that he had hitherto abstained from doinf 
BD from his ignorance of hia nay to the Fort, but that ha 
Would never suffer us to go thither in company with him. 
Hepburn end X were not in a conditioa to resist even an 
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open attack, nor tould we by any deTJco escape from liim 
— our united Btroiigt!i was far imerior to his; and, beaida 
luB gon, be was armed witbtvro pistols, mi Indian bayonet, 
and e, knife. 

" In the afternoon, oomini; to a rock on wbicltbere was 
aome tripe de rocke, be kalted, and said be would eatUer it 
wliilat we irent on, and that he would bdod overtme us. 

"Hepburn andl wewnow left togother for the firat time 
since Mr. Hood'n death, and he acquainted me with aeveral 
material cirenmBtaiuee, which he had obserred of Michel's 
behaviour, and which conBrmed me in the opinion that 
there was no eoiety for uh except in his death, and be 
oSered to be the instrument of it. I determined, how- 
ever, as I was thoroughly convinced of the necessi^ of 
iuch a dreadfol aot, tu take the whole respcuiBlhihty upon 
myself ! and immediately upon Michel's coming up, I put 
an end to his life by shooting him tlirougb. the head with 
a pistol. Had my own life alone been threatened (obscrvES 
Eichardson, in conclusion), I would not have purchased it 
by such a measure, but I considered myself as entrusted 
also with the protection of Hepburn's, a man who, by his 
humane attentions and devotednesB, had bo endeared 
himself to me, that I felt more anxiety for his safety than 
for my own. 

" Michel had gathered no iripe de roclie, and it was en- 
dent to ns that he had baited for the purpose of putting 
his gun in order with the intenlian of attackiiig us — perhaps 
whilst we were in the act of encamping." 

Persevering onward in their journey as wel! as the anow- 
etorms and their feeble limbs woaldpermit,they saw several 
herds of deer, but Hepburn, who used to be a good marks- 
man, was now unable to hold the gun straight. Following 
the track of a wolverinewbich had been dragging something, 
he however found the spine of a deer whiiS, it had dropped. 
It was clean picked, and at least one season old, hut th^ 
eitracted the spinal man'ow from it. 

A species oi comicularia, z kind of lichen, was also mot 
with, that was found good to eat when moistened and 
toasted orer the fire. They had stil! some pieces of 
singed buffalo-hide remaining, and Hepburu, on one 
occosion, killed a partridge, after firing several times at a 
flciJi. About dusk of the 29th they reached the Fort. 

" Upon entering the desolate dwelling, we had the satis- 
faetion of embracing Captain Franklin, but no words caa 
convey an idea of the filth and wretchedness that met our 
eyee on looking around. Our omi misery had stolen upM 
ae by degrees, and we were aecuatasneiXa ■Owa «aM^*sos^»- 
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tion of each otliere emaciated figures ; but the gbOBtly 
couBteaaucca, dilated eyo-ballfl, and eepulcbral voices of 
Captain FraukUn and moao with him were more than we 
could at first hew." 

Thus enda the narrative of Eichardaon's journey. 

To resume the detail of proceedings at the Fort. On 
the 1st of Novemher two of the Canadians, Peltier and 
Samondre, died fromsheer exhaustion. 

On the 7th of November tdey were relieved from their 
privations and sufferings by the arrival of three Indiaiu, 
bring^ing a supply of dried meat, some fat, and a few 
tongues, which uad been sent off by Back with, all Iiaate 
from Al^oitcho'e encampment on the 5th. These IndiftlM 
nursed and attended them with the greatest care, cleansed 
the house, collected fire-wood, and studied every loeasB 
for their general comfort. Their sufferings were now ataa 
end. On the 36tih. of November they airived at the 
encampment of the Indian chief, Akaitcho. On the 6tli 
of December, Belanger and another Canadian arrired, 
bringing fiirtlier supplies, and letters from England, irom 
Mr. Back, and their former companion, Mr. Wentzel. 

The despatches from England annouDced the succeBsM 
termination of Captain Parry's voyage, and the promotion 
of Captain Franklin, Mr. Back, and of poor Mr. Hood, 

On the 18th they reached the Hudson's Bay Company'B ] 
establisimient at Moose Deer Island, where they joined i 
their friend Mr. Back. They remained at Fort Cmpewyan 
until June of the following year. 

It is now necessaiT to relate the story of Mr. Back's 
journey, which, like the rest, is a sad talo of suffering and 
privation. 

Having been directed on the 4th of October, 1831, to 
proceed with St. Grermain, Belanger, and Beauparlant to 
Fort Enterprifle, in the hopes or obtaining relief for tke 
party, he set out. Up to the 7th they met with a little 
tripe de roche, but this failing them they were compellea 
to satisfy, or rather aUay, the cravings of hunger, by eatinfr 
A gun-cover and a pair of old shoes. The grievous dis- 
appointment eiperieneed on arriving at the house, and 
finding it a deserted ruin, cannot be told. 

"Without the assistance of the Indiana, bereft of overy 
resource, we felt onrselvea (says Mr. Back) reduced to 
lost miserable state, which was rendered still worse 
the recollection that our friends in the rear were aa 
-miserable aa ouraelvea. For the moment, however. 
Lunger prevailed, and each began to gnaw the scraps of 
putnd and frozen meat and skin that were lying about, 
without traitiag to prepare tkem." A.&ie'waa,\ni'«CT6i, 
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afterwards made, and the neck and bones of a deer 
found in the honse were boiled and devoured. 

After refrtine a day at tlie house. Mr, Back pushed on 
with his companiona in search of the Indians, leacina; a 
note for Captain Franldin. informing him if he lailed m 
meeting with the Indians, he intended to push on for the 
first trading establishiaent — distant about 130 miles — and 
send us eucconr from thence. On the lltli he set out on 
the jonmey, a few old akins having been first collected to 
serve as food. 

On the 13th and 14th of October they had nothinswhat- 
ever to eat. Belangcr wasBentoffwitha note to Franklin. 
On the 15th they irere fortunate enouf;h to full in with a 

Sartridge, the hones of which were eaten, and the remain- 
er reserved for bait to fish with. Enough trjve de rocho 
wae, however, gathered to make a meal, Beauparlant 
now lingered behind, womout by extreme weakness. On 
the 17th a number of crows, perched on some high pines, 
led them to believe that some carrion waa near ; and 
on searching, Beveral heads of deer, half buried in the 
snow and ice, ivithout eyes or tongues, nere found. An 
cspresfiion of " Oh, merciful God, we are saved," broke 
from them both, and with feelings more easily imagined 
than described, they shook hands, not knowing what to 

St. Germain was sent back to bring up Beauparlant, 
for whose safety Back became very ansiouB, but he found 
thepoor fellow frozen to death. 

The night of the 17th waa cold and clear, but they 
could get no sleep. " From the pains of having eaten, 
we suffered (observes Back) the most excruciating tor- 
ments, though I in particular did not eat a quarter of 
what would have satisfied me ; it might have been from 
having eaten aguantilj of rawor frozen sinews of the legs of 
deer, which neither ot us could avoid doing, so great was 
our hunger." 

On tl^ following day Belaneer returned famishing with 
hunger, and told of the pitiable state of Pranklin and his 
reduced party. Back, both this dav and the nest, tried to 
urge on his companions towards the object of their 
jonmey, but he could not conquer their stubhora deter- 
minationa. They said they were unable to proceed from 
weakness; knewnotthe way; that Back wanted to expose 
them again to death, and in fact loitered greedily about 
the remnants of the deertill the end of the month, " It 
waa not without the greatest diffi.coit5\Wi,\ci-oS.i.Te*:TOsi. 
tie men irom eating OTery scta^ ftve5 ioMaii.-- 'fei'^^'^^^ 
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were well aware tif the neceBaity there wm of being- eoo- 
nomical in onr present situation, and to save wbateTer 
they coold for our journey, yet they could not resist the 
temptation ; and whenever my back was turned they aeldam 
failed to snatch at the nearest piece to them, whether cooked 
or raw. Haying collected with great earo, nud by gelf- 
denial, two Email packets of dried meat or einewH sufficient 
(for men who knew what it was to fast) to last for eigkt 
days, at ttie rate of one indilTerent meal per day, they set 
out on the 30ti. Oa the 3rd of Kovember they eame on 
the track of Indiana, and soon reached the teata of 
Akaiteho and his followers, wlieu food wns obtained, and 
assistance sent off to Franklin. 

In July they reached York Factory, fkim wlience Utey 
LadstartedthreByearsbefore.and thus terminateda journey 
of 6550 miles, during which human courage and patience 
were exposed to trialB such as few can bear with fortitude, 
unless, as is seeniitFraDkliu'sinterestincr narrative, arisiiig 
out of reliance on the ever-sustaining care of an Almi^))^ 
Providence. 

PiEBy's FiBM VoTAfl-B, 1819—1820. 

Taa Admiralty having determined to oontimie the pn^ 
gress of diseovery in the Arotio seas, Lient. "W". E, Paxrjv 
who had been second in command under Capt. Eobb, ik 
the voyage of the previone yem-, was selected to tsl^ 
charge of a new expedition, consisting of the Seela audi 
Griper. The chiet^ object of this voyage was to punm» 
tiiB survey of Lancaster Sound, and decide on the piTobBr- 
bility of a north-west passage in that direction; faihng ia 
which, Smith's and Jones's Sounds were to be explored* 
with ike same purpose in view. 

Hie respective officers appointed to the siiips, were— • 

Heela, 375 tons : 
Lieut, and Commander — W. E. Pany. 
laeutenant — Fred. W. Beeehey. 
Captain — E. Sabine, R.A., Astronomer. 
Pnraer— W. H. Hooper. 
Surfjeon— -John Edwards. 
Assistant- Surgeon — Alexander Fisher. 
Midahipmen— James Clarke Boss, J. Nias, W. J. Dealy, 

Charles Palmer, John Bushnan. 
Greenland Pilots — J. Allison, master ; G. Crawiiirdlf 

41 Pettj Officers. Seamen, &c. 

Total complement, &S> 
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Griper, 180 tona : 
lieut. and Ooininander — Matthew Liddou. 
Lieutenant — H. P. Hoppner. 
AssiBtant-Surfjeoa — C. J. Bererlej. 
llidflhipiBeii— A. Eeid, A, M. Skene, W. N. GriffitliB. 
Greenland Pilots — George Fjfe, master; A. Elder, 

28 Petty OffieerK. Seamen, &c. 

Total cornpk'Hient, 36, 

The ships were raised upon, strecgtliened, and irell 
found in storea and proTisions for two years. On the 
11th of May, 1819, they got away from the Thames, and 
after a fair pasaago fell in witJi a eouBidorable quantity of 
ice iu the middle of Davie Straila about the 20tli of June ; 
it consisted chiefly of fragmenta of icebergs, on the ont- 
akirta of the glaciers that form along the shore. After a. 
tedious paesa^e through the floea of ice, effected chiefly by 
heaying and warping, they arrived at PoBseaaion Bay on 
the morning of the 31st of July, being just a month earlier 
than they were here on the preTiona year. As many as fifty 
whales were seen here in the conrae of a. few houra. On 
landing, they were not a little astonished to find their own 
footprints of the preTiouB year still distinctly visible in 
the snow. During an excursion of three or four milea into 
the interior, a for, a raren, aeveral ring-plorera and snow- 
buntings, were seen, as also a bee, from which it may be 
inferred that honey is to be procured even in these wild 
regions. Vegetation flourishes ri^markably well here, con- 
aidering the high latitude, for wherever there was moisture 
tufts and various gronnd plants grevr in considerable 
abundance. 

Proceeding on from hence into the Sound, they verified 
the opinion which had previously been entertained fay 
many of the officers, that tiie Crolctr Mountains had no 
exifiteace, for on the 4th of Augnst the ships were in 
long. 86° 56' W., three degrees to the westward of where 
land had been laid down by Eosa in the previous yeM-. 
The strait was named after Sir John Barrow, and was 
found to be pretty clear ; but on reaching Leopold Island, 
the ice extended in a compact body to the north, through 
which it WBB impossible to penetrate. Eather than remam 
inactive, waiting for the dissolution of the ice, Vtxij 
determined to tiy what could be done by shaping his 
course lo the southward, through the TfiOjpnSuanA \^e-. 
now named Eegent Inlet. A\ioMt tVa ft'Oo. ot K^wgis*.,'-* 
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coQsequeni'e of tJic local attracLion, tbe ordinary oom- 
passes becaino useleKs &oiu their great variation, aod the 
binnacles were removed from tlie deck to tho carpenter'i 
atore-rootn as nselesa lumber, the azimutli compasBM 
alone remBJnin? ; and tliese became so Blu^giah in their 
motiona, tliat they required to be very nicely leveUed, 
and frequently tapped before the card traversed. The 
local attraction was very great, and a mass of iron-stone 
found on shore attracted the magnet powerfully. The 
ships proceeded 120 miles from the entrance. 

On the 8th of August, in lat. 73^ 13' K"., and long. 
90° 29'W., (his extreme point of view Parry named Capa 
Kater), the Hecla came to a compact barrier of ice extend- 
ing across the inlet, which rendered one of two altemativea 
necessary, either to remain here until an opening- took 
place, or to retnm again to the northward. The latter 
course was determined on. Mating, therefore, for the 
northern shore of Barrow's Strait, ou the 20th a narrow 
channel was discovered between the ice nnd the laud. On the 
22nd. proceeding due west, after passing several bays and 
headlands, they noticed two large openings or passages, 
the flrat of which, more than eight leases in width, he 
named WelUngton Channel. To various capes, inlets, and 
groups of islands passed. Parry assigned the names of 
Hotham, Barlow, Comwallis, Bowen, By am Martin, 
Grilfith, Lowther, Eathurst, Sec. On the 28th a boat was 
sent on shore at Byam Martin Island with Capt. Sabine, 
Mr, J. C Eoss, and tie surgeons, to make observationg, 
and collect specimens of natural history. The vegetation 
was rather luiuriant for these regions; moss in particular 
grew in abundance in tho moist valleys and along tKe 
banks of the streams that flowed from the hills. The 
ruins of sii Eaquimaox huts were observed. Tracks of 
rein-deer, bears, and musk osen were noticed, and the 
skeletons, skulls, and boms of some of these animals were 

On the lat of September, they discovered the large and 
fine island, to which Parry has given the name of MelviUe 
Island after the First Lord of the Admiralty of that day. 
On the following day, two boats with a party of officers 
were despatched to examine its shores. Some rein-deep 
and must oxen were seen on landing, but being startled 
by the sight of a dog, it waa found impossible to get near 
them. There seemed here to be a great quantity of the 
animal tribe, for tho tracts of bears, osen, and deer were 
numerous, and the horns, skin, and skulls were also ibund. 
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The burrows of foses and fidd-iniM wore observed ; 
eeverftl ptarmigau were shot, and flocks of snow- bunting, 
ceese, and ducka. were noticed, probably commenfin? 
ftieir migration, to a milder climate. Along the beacS 
there vrtLS an iiumeuse number of enioll aiirimps, and 
various kinds of shells. 

On thp 4tb of September, Parry had the aatisfaction of 
crnasing the meridian of 110° W. in the latitude of Ti" 
44' 20", by wliieh the expedition became entitled to the 
reward of 60001., granted By an order in Council upon the 
Act 58 Geo, HI., cap. 20, entitled " An Act for more 
effectually discovering the longitude at aea, and encou- 
rnifing attempts to £nd a northern passage between the 
Atlantic and Taciflc Oceans, and to approach the North 
Pole." Thia fact was not announced to the crews tmtil 
the following day ; to celebrate the event they gave to 
a bold cape of the island then in sight the name of 
Bounty Cape ; and so anxioita were they now to press for- 
ivflrd,tl\at they began to calculate the time when they should 
reach the longitude of 130" W., the second place specified 
by the order m Council for reward. Oa the afternoon of 
the Sth, the compactness of the ice stopped them, and 
therefore, for the first time since leaving England, the 
anchor was let go, and that in 110° W. longitude. 

A boat was sent on shore on the 6th to procure turf or 
peat for fuel, and, strangely enough, some small pieces of 
tolerably good coal were found, in varioua places scattered 
over the surface. A party of officers that went on shore 
on the Sth killed several grouse on the island, and a 
white hare ; a fox, some field mice, several snow-bunting, a 
snowy ow!, and four musk oxen were seen. Ducks, in. 
email Hocks, were seen along the shore, as well as several 
glaucous gulls end tern ; and a, sohtary seal was observed. 

As the ships were eoastmg along on the 7th, two herds 
of musk osen were seen grazing, at the distance of about 
three-quarters of a mile from the beach: one herd con- 
sisted of nine, and the other of five of these cattle. Thev 
had also a distant view of two rein-deer. 

The average weight of the hares here is about eight 
pounds. Mr. Fisher the aurfteon, from whose interesting 
_]ournal 1 quote, states that it is very evident that this 
ialaud must be frequented, if not constantly inhabitud, by 
musk oxen in great numbers, for their hones and horns 
are found scattered about in all directions, and the greatest 
part of the carcase of one was discovered oa ana oi;«s&v(«s.> 
The akulls of two carnivorous animtia, a^(M.raAW5^st, 
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were also picked up lieie. A party scat to gtitlier coab 
brou^Iit on board about Lalf a bushel — bU tkey could 
obtain. 

On tlieinorninEoftIielOth,Mr. George Fyfe, the master 
pilot, with a party of Bis men belonging to the Ch-iper, 
landed nithaview of makiQ^; an explorine trip of some 
fifteen or twenty miles into the interior. They only tooi 
provisions for a day with tJiem. Great uneaaineaa wu 
felt that they did not ruturn ; and when two days elapsed, 
fears began to bo entertmned for tUcir safety, and it was 
thought they muat have lost their way. 

Messra. Seid (midsliipman), Beverley {asaistaiit-Bnr- 
^eon), and Wolceliain (clerk), volnateered to go in aearek 
of their miesing messmates, but themselves lost their 
'iray; guided by the rockets, firea, and lights exhibited, 
they returned by ten at night, almoat exhausted mth cold 
and iatigue, but without intelligcaee of their fneiLd& 
Four relief parties were therefore organized, and sent out 
on the morning of the 13th to prosecute the search, and 
one of them fell iu with and brought back four of the wan- 
derers, and another the remaining three before nightfalL 

The feet of most of them were much Irost-bitten, and 
they were all wearied and worn out with their wanderingB. 
It appears they had lost their way the evening of the &y 
they wont out. With regard to food, they were by no 
means badly off, for they managed to kill as many grouse 
as they could eat. 

They found fertile valleys and level plains in the interioTi 
abounding with grass and moss ; also a lake of fresh wat^. 
about two miles loiiir by one broad, in which were sevenl 
species of trout. Thev saw several herds of rein-deer on. 
the plains, and two elk; also many hareH, but ao musk 
osen. Some of those, however, who had been in search 
of the stray party, noticed herds of these cattle. 

The winter now began to set in, and the packed ice was 
BO thick, that fears were entertained of being locked up ia 
an exposed position on the const ; it was, therefore, thought 
most prudent to put back, and endeavour to retsh the 
harbour which had been passed some days before. The 
Tcssels now eot serioosly buffeted among the floes and 
hummocks ofiee. The G-riper was forced aground on the 
heach, and for some time was in a very critical position. 
Iiieutenant Liddon having been conSaed to his cabin by 
a rheumatic complaint, was pressed at Hiis juncture "of 
Commander Parry to allow hmaaelf to be removed to the 
Secla, but he noUy refiised, stating that he should be the 
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last to leave the ship, ocd continued giving orders. The 
beach bemK sand, tlie Griper was got off without injury. 

Ou the 23rd of September they anchored off the mouth 
of the haTbour, and the thermometer now fell to 1°. Thd 
orew were set to work to cut a channel through the ice to 
^eehoie, and ia the course ofthreedajSiacanal. two and a 
lalf mileB in ]eiieth,waB comjileted, through which theTCBsel 
ivae tracked. The ice was eight or nine inches thick. Aa 
estra allowancB of preserved meat was served out to the 
men, in consideration of their hard labour. The vessels 
were unrigged, and everything made snug and secure for 
Hissing tho ■n'inter. Captain Parry gave the name of the 
S'orfh Georgian IslaiidB to this ^oup, after his Majesty, 
King George III., but this has emce been changed to the 
Parry Islands. 

Two reindeer were killed on the let of October, and 
several white bears were Been. On the 6th a deer was 
Mlied, which weighed 170 pounda. Seven were seen on 
the loth, one of which was killed, and another severely 
wounded. Pollowing after this animal, night overtoofc 
eeverol of the sportsmen, and the usual signals of rockets, 
lights, &e. were oshibited, to euide them back. One, John 
Pearson, a jnarine, had his hands so Irost-bitten (bat he 
was obliged, ou the 2nd of November, to have the four 
fingers of his left hand amputated. A wolf and four rein- 
deer were seen on the 14th. A herd of fifteen deer were 
seen on the 15th ; but those who saw them could not bring 
down any, as their fowling-pieces missed fire, from the 
moisture freezing on the locks. On the 17th and 18th 
herds of eleven and twenty respectively, were seen, and a 
small one was shot. A fox was caught on the 39tb, which 
ia described as equally cunning wiUi his brethren of tho 
temperate regions. 

To make the long winter pass as cheerfully ac possible, 
plays were acted, a school estabhsbed, and a newspaper 
set on foot, certainly the first periodical publication Mat 
had ever issued from the Arctic regions. The title of this 
journal, the editorial duties of which were undertaken by 
Captain Sabine, was " The Winter Chronicle, or New 
Georgia Gazette." The first number appeared on the 1st 
of November. 

On the evening of the 5tb of November the farce of 
" Miss in her Teens" was brought out, to the great 
amusement of the ahipa' companies, and, eonsideriug tho 
local difficulties and disadvantages under which the per- 
formers laboured, their firat eBaHy,a!ECDr&ri^\.Q'CQ,tii'fi5K«ti 
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report, did. them infinite oredit. Two lionra were >p»iit 
very happily ia theirtheatre on the quarter-deck, aotw^- 
standing the thermometer outside tho ship etood at zero, 
Bnd within as low as the freezing point, except close to 
the stoves, irhere it was a little higher. Anotlier play wiu 
performed on the 24th, and so on every fortnight. The 
men were employed during the day in banking up the 
shipa with anow. 

On tho 22rd of December, the officers performed " The 
Mayor ot Garratt," which waa followed by an afler-pieoe, 
written by Captain Panr. entitled the " North- Weat Pae- 
sage, or the Voy^e Finished." The snn having long 
since departed, the twilight at noon was so clear tliaC 
books in the smallest print could be distinctly read. 

On the 6lh of January, the farce of " Bon Ton" was 
performed, with the thermometer at 27° below zero. The 
cold became more and more intense. On the l^Ch it yraa 
51° below zero, in the open air; brandy froze to die 
consistency of honey; when tasted in this state it left 
a smarting on the tongue. The greatest cold experienced 
was on the lith January, when tho thermomuter fell to 
54° below zero. On the 3rd of Feliruary, the aun wae first 
visible above the horizon, after eifrhty-four days' absence. 
It was seen from the maintop of the ships, a height of 
about fifty-one feet above the aea. 

On the forenoon of the 24th a fire broke out at the 
storehouse, which was used oa an observatory. AH 
hands proceeded to the spot to endeavour to subdue the 
flames, out having only snow to throw on it, and the mats 
with which the interior was lined being very dry, it iraa 
found impossible to extinouish it. The anow, howeyer, 
covered tho asti-onomical instruments and secured them 
from the fire, and when the roof had been pulled down 
the fire had burned itself out. Considerable us the fire 
was, its influence ov heat extended but a very short 
diatanee, for several of the officers and men were 
frost-bitten, and confined from their elibrts for several 
weeks. John Smith, of the Artillery, who was Capt^n, 
Sabine's servant, and who, together with Sergeant 
Martin, happened to be in the houae at the time the fire 
broke out, suffered much more severely. In their anxietj 
to save the dipping needle, which was standing close to 
the stove, and of whicii they knew the value, they imme- 
diately ran out with it; 'and Smith not having time to put 
on his glovos.had his fingers in half an hour so benumbed, 
and the animation so eompleteSy suspended, that on his 
being taken on board by Mr. Edwards, and ii4\'m?; Ida 
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hands plunged into a bnain of cold water, the surface of 
the water waa immediateiy frozen by the iutense eold 
thus suddenly communicated to it; and notwithstanding 
the most hnmane and unremitting attention paid Lim 
by the medical gentlemen, it was found necessary, some 
time after, to resort to the amputation of a part of four 
Bnsera on one hand, and three on the other. 

Puc^ adds, " the appearance which our faces presented 
at the fire waa a curioiis one ; almost every nose and cheek 
harinit become quite white with frost bites, in five minutes 
after being exposed to the weather, bo that it was deemed 
necessary for the medical gentlemen, together with some 
others appointed to assist them, to go constantly round 
while the men were working at the fire, and to rub with 
taciw the parts affected, in order to restore animation." 

The weather got considerably milder in March ; on the 
Gth the thermometer got "P to zero for the first time since 
the 17th of December. The observatory house on shore 
was now rebuilt. 

The vapour, which had been in a sohd state on the 
slip's sides, now thawed below, and the crew, acrnpine; 
ofi' the coating of ice, removed on the 8th of ilnrch 
above a hundjed bucketafull each, containing irom five tt> 
six gallons, which had aceumulated in less than a month, 
occasioned principally from the men's breath, and the 
steam of victnala at meals. 

The scurvy now broke out among the crew, and prompt 
measures were taken to remedy it. Captain Parry took 
great pains to raise mustard and cress in his cabin for the 

On the 30th of April the thermometer stood at the 
freezing point, which it had not done since the 12th of 
September last. On the 1st of May the gun was seen at 
midnij-ht for the first time that season. 

A smrey waa now taken of the provisions, fuel, and 
stores; mneh of the lemon juice was found destroyed 
from the bursting of the bottles by the frost. Having 
been only victu^ed for two years, and half that period 
having expired. Captain Parry, as a matter of prudence, 
reduced all hands to two-thirds allowance of all sorts of 
provisions, except meat and sugar. 

The crew were now set to work in cutting away the ice 
round the ships ; the average thickness was found to be 
aeveu feet. Many of the men who had been out on 
excursions began to suffer much from snow blindness. 
The aensatiou when first experienced, is 4ewc4ie4. »,'4\'li» 
thar ieJi when dust or saud gela 'yito VaQ c'^*;^- T^^oa"^ 
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were, Lowever, cured in the courae of two or three daja 
by keeping the eves covered, and batliine them occtuion- 
sIIt with sngur of lead, or some other ccwling lotion. 

To prevent the recurreTiae of the complaint, the mcai 
were ordered to wear a pieoe of crape or some substitute 
for it over the eyes. 

The chunnol round the ships was completed by tha 17tlL 
of May, and they rose nearly two feet, having been kept 
down oy the pressure of the ice round them, although 
iighteced during the winter by the conaumption of food 
and fuel. On the 2-ith they were astonished by two 
showers of run, a most extraordinary phcDomenon in 
these regions. Symptoms of acurvy again appeared 
among the crew ; one of the seamen who had been 
recently cMired, having imprudently been in the habit 
of eating the fat akinuninga, or " alnsh," in which salt 
meat had been boiled, and which was served out for their 
lamps. Ab the hills in many places now became exposed 
and vegetation commenced, two or three pieces of ground 
were dug up and sown with seeds of radishes, oniona, 
and other vegetables. Captain Parry determined befora 
leaving to make an escuraion across the island for the 
purpose of examining its size, boundaries, productions, 
Ac. Accordingly on the lat of June an expedition was 
organised, consisting of the commander. Captain Sabins, 
Mr. Pifiher, the assistant- surgeon, Mr. John Nias, mid. 
shipman of the Hecla, and Mr. iLeid, midshipman of tito 
Griper, with two sergeants, and five seamen and marines. 
Three weeks' provisions were taken, which together with. 
two tents, wood for fuel, and other articles, weighing in 
bU about 800 lbs., was drawn on a cart preparea for tha 
pnrpose by the men. 

Each of the ofScers carried a knapsack with his own 
private baggage, weighing from 18 to 24 lbs., also hia 
gun and ammunition. The parl^ started in high glee, 
under three hearty cheers from their comrades, sixteen of 
whom accompanied them for five miles, carrying their 
knapsacks and drawing the cart for them. 



— ley travelled by night, taking rest by day, as it w«« 
found to he warmer for sleep, and they had only a covering- 



of a aingle blanket each, besides the clothes they h 
" - " .thalf 



I of .. . 

W On the 2nd they came to a small lake, about half a mile 

I long, and met with eider ducks and ptarmigan ; seven 
P of me latter were shot. From the top of a range of hilla 

^^^ at which they now arrived, they could see the masts of the 
^^^^ips in Wmter Harbour with the naked eye, at about 
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ten or eleTen milea distant. A vjist plain was also seea 
extending to tlie northward and ivestward. 

Tlie party hreakfaated on biscuit and a pint of gruel 
eacli, made of gal™ pow der, which waa foundto he a very 
palatable diet. B«mdeeT with their fawns were met 

They derived (n^at aBsiatance in dragging their cart by 
rigSTDg upon it one of the tent blankets aa a Bait, a truly 
nnuticiil contrivance, and the wind favouring them, they 
made great progreas in this way. Captain Sabine being' 
tnken ill with a bowel complaint, had to be conveyed 
on this novel sail carriage. They, however, had some 
ugly ravines to pass, the crossinea of which were very 
tedions and troublesome. On the 7th thepaity eame to a 
lorgp bay, which w»b named aft«r their ahips, Hecla and 
43riper Bay. The blue ice was cut through by hard work 
with boarding pikes, the onlv iuBtrnmenta they had, and 
afVer digging fourteen andahait feetthe water rushed npi it 
waa not very salt, but aufficient to satisfy them that it waa 
the oceaa. An island sees in the distam-e was named after 
Captain Sabine ; pome of the various points and capes 
were also named after others of the party. Although Uiia 
shore waa found blocked up with such heavy ice, there 
appear to be times when there ia open water here, for 
a piece of fir wood seven and a half feet long, and about 
ihe thickness of a man's arm, was found about eighty 
yards inland from the hummocks of the beach, and about 
thir^ feet abovo the level of the sea. Before leaving 
the shore, a monument of stones twelve feet high was 
erected, in which were deposited, in a tin cylinder, an 
account of their proceedings, a few coins, and several 
naval buttons. The expedition now turned back, shaping 
' "-M course in a more westerly direction, towards some 
igh blue hills, which had long been in sight. On many 
Itys several ptarmigans were shot. The horns and tracks 
f deer were very numerous. 
_■ On the 11th they came insight of adeep gulf, to which 
■jUeutenant liddon's name was given; the two capes at 
)b entrance being called after Beechey and Hoppner. In 
!te centre was an island about three-quarters of a mile in 
ength, rising abruptly to the height of 700 feet, The 
'lores of the gulf were very rugged and precipitant, and 
1 descending a steep hill, the sale-tree of their cart 
roke, and they had to leave it behind, taking the bod; 
4rith them, however, for fiiei. The wheels, ii'hicli were 
}eft on the spot, may astonish totne fuUme. ^^c^Mt«E 
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■who diacovers them. The stores, &c., were divided amon^ 
the officers and men. 

Makins their way on tlie ice in the culf. the island in 
tiie centre was explored, and named after Mr. Hooper, the 
ptmer of the Hecla. It was found to be of sandgtone, and 
very barren, rising perpendicuUrlj; from the sea on tiie 
west aide. Four fat geeae were killed here, and a great 
many animals were seen around the gulf: some atteation 
being paid to eiamininK its shores, &e., a fine open 
valley was discovered, and the tracks of osen and detr 
were very numerous ; the postunige appeared to be ex- 
cellent. 

On the ISth, a few ptarmigan and a golden plover were 
killed. IJo less than thirteen deer in one herJ were sean, 
and a musk ox for the first time this season. 

The remaina of sis Esquimius huta were disoovered 
about 300 yards from the beach. Vegetation now beean 
to floorish, the sorrel was found far advanced, and a 
species of saiiiraga was met with iu blosaom. They 
reached the ships on the evening of the 15th, after a. 
journey of about 180 miles. 

The ships' crews, during their absence, had been occu- 
pied in (retting ballast in and re-stowing the hold. 

Shooting parties were now sent out in various directions 

to procnre game. Dr. Fisher gives an interesting account 

of ilia ten days' eseuraion with, a couple of mea. The deer 

were not so numerous aa thev expected to find them.. 

About thirty were seen, of w^ieh his party killed but 

two, which were very lean, weighing only, when akinaed 

and cleaned, 50 to CO Iba. A couple of wolves were seen, and 

some foxes, with a great many hares, four of which were 

killed, weighing from 7 to 8 loa. The aquatic birds seen 

were — brent geese, king ducks, lon^-tailed ducks, and arctic 

and glaucous gulls. The land birds were ptarmigans, 

plovers, sanderiings, and snow buntings. The geese were 

pretty numerous for the first few days, but got wild and 

iruy on being disturbed, keeping in the middle of Uke9 oat 

I^C-gon-shot. About a dozen were, however, killed, and fif- 

^^bn ptarmipins. These birds are represented to be so 

^Bnid that all seen may be shot. Dr. Fi.sher was surprised 

HK nis return on the 29th of June, aftcF his ten days' 

Pnbsence, to find how much vegetation bad advanced; 

J the land being now completely clear of snow, was covered 

with the purple-coloured saxifrage in blossom, with mosses, 

nad with sorrel, and the grass was two to three inches long. 

The men were sent out twice a week to collect the sorreX 

and in a few minutes enough could ba procosed. ^n mi^ tk 
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Ealad for dinuci". After being miied witli vinegar it was 
regularly seiTed out to tie men. The English garden . 
seeds that had been aomi got on hut slowly, and did not 
yield any produce in time to be weed. 

On the 3lst of June Wm. Scott, a boatswain's mate, 
nho bad been afflicted with scurvy, diarrhcea, &c.. died, , 
imd was buried on the 2n(l of July — a ilab of sandstone 
hearing an inBcriptJon, carved by Dr. Pisher, being erected 
over hiB grave. 

From obaerrationB made on the tide during two monthB, 
it appears tliat the greatest rise and fall here is four feet four 
inches. A large pile of stones was erected on the 14th of 
Julji npon the most conspitnious hill, containing the usual 
notices, coins, &c., and on a large stone an inscription was 
left notiijing the wintering of the sliips here. 

On the Ist of August the ships, which had been pre- 
viously warped out, got clear of the harbour, and found 
a cliaunel, both eastward and westward, clear of ice, about 
three or four miles in breadth along the land. 

On the 6th they landed on tho islacd, and in the course 
of the night killed foia1«en hares and a nnmber of glau- 
cous gulls, which were found with their young on the top 
of a precipitous insulated rock. 

On the 9th the voyagers had an opportunity of observ- 
ing an instance of the violent pressure that takes place 
occasionally by the coUisiou of heavy ice. " Two pieces 
(says Ih". Fisher) that happened to come in contact close 
to ua pressed so forcibly against one another that one of 
them, although forfy-two feet thick, and at least three 
times that in length and breadth, was forced up on its edge 
on tko top of another piece of ice. But even this is 
nothing when compared with the pressure that must have 
existed to produce the effects fiat we see along the shore, 
for, not only heaps of earth and stones several tons weight 
are forced up, but hummocks of ice, from fifty to sixty feet 
thick, are piled up on the beach. It is unnecessary to 
remark that a ship, although fortified as well as wood and 
iron could make her, would have but little chance of wit-h- 
atanding such overwhelming force." 

This day a musk ox was shot, which weighed more than 
700 Iha. i the carcass, when skinned and cleaned, yielding 
421 lbs. of meat. The flesh did not tasto ao very strong of 
mu»k as had been represented. 
Tie ships made but alow progress, being still thickly 
pljeaet with floes of ice, 40 or 50 feet thick, and bad to make 
bst for seourit-y to hummocks of ice ont'aB'oewJa.. 
I Oft the 25t£ oud 16th ttiey -wcTe oS "Caa %savfiQ.-w«*i 
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point of the island, but a aurvey of the localitj from the 

precipitous eliff of Cape Dundas, presented the e&me 

* interminBble barrier of ice aa far aa the eye could reach. 

A hold high const was sighted to the south-west, to Trhiell 

« of Souk's Lajid wai 



Captain Psny states that on the 23rd the shipa rec. 
by fej the heaviest shocks they had espericnceo durin 
TOjflKe, and performed sii milea of the moat difficult 



gation he had ever known among ic 

Two musk bulls were ehot on the 24th by parties iriio 
landed, out of a herd of seren which were seen. They 
were hghter than the firnt one shot — weighing only abcput 
360 lbs. Prota the Dumber of skulls and skeletons of these 
animals met with, and their capahihties of enduring the 
ligonr of the climate, it seems probable that they do not 
jnigrat* southward, but winter on this island. 

Xttempta were still made to work to the eastward, but 
on the 25th, from want of wind, and the cioaenesa of the ' 
ice, the shipa were obliged to make fast again, withont 
having gained above a mile after several hours labour, A 
ftesh breeze springing up on the 2fith opened a passage 
along ahorc, and the eliips made sail to the enntward, and 
in the evenini; were off tneir old quarters in Winter Har- 
bour. On the foUoning evening, after a fine run. they 
were off the east end of Melville Island. Lient. Parry, 
this day, announced to the ofScers and crew that after due 
consideration and consultation, it had been found 11861088 
to proseento their researcheB farther westward, and there- 
fore endeavours would be made in a more southerly direc- 
tion, iaUing in which, the erpedition would return to 
JEngland. ftegent Inlet and the southern ahorea generally, 
were found so blocked up with ice, that the return to 
England wae on the 30th of August publicly announced. 
Thia day, Havy Board and Admiralty Inlets were paaaed, 
and on the lat of September the vessela got clear of Bar- 
row Strait, and reached Baffin's Bay on the 5th. They 
"-" in with a whaler belonging to Hull, from whom they 
Lt the news of the death of George the Third and the 
of Kent, and that eleven veaaels having been lost 
the ice last year, feara were entertained for their safety. 

w M-iendiMp, another Hull whaler, informed them that 
ia company with the Tnielove she had looked into Smith's 
Sound tbat summer. The Alexander, of Aberdeen, one 
of tia ships employed on the former voyage of disEOvery 
to these aeas, had also entered Lancaster Sound. After 
touching at Clyde's Eiver, where they met a good-natured 
tnbe of Esyuiman:!, the ehipi made the hoet of \keu -tik^ 



aoi-OBS the Atlantic, and after a BOmewhat boisteroca pas- 
sage, Commotiore Parry landed at Pet-erhead on the 30tli 
of October, and, accompanied by Captain. Sabine and Mr. 
Hooper, posted to liOndon. 

PABKT'a Second ToTiOE, 1821—1833. 

The experience wliich. Capt. Parry liad formed in Lia 
prerious voyage, led him to entertiua Uie opinion that a 
communication might be found between Betent Inlet 
and Boe's Welcome, or through iEepulseBay, and tlience to 
the north-western shoTes. The follovrm^ are Hie remarks : 
" On an inspection of the charts I think it will alao appear 
probable that a communication mil one day be found to 
exist between this inlet (Princo Eegent's) and Hud- 
son's Bay, either through the broad and unexplored 
channel called Sir Thomas IJoe's Welcome, or tmwipli 
Eepulse Bay, which has not yet been satififaetoniy 
examined. It is also probable that a channel will be found 
to exist between the western land and the northern co&st 
of America." Again, in another place, he aayfl. " Of the 
ex"istence of a North-West Passage to the Pacific it is now 
scarcely possible to doubt, and from the sncceBs which 
attended onr efforts in 1819, niter passing through Sir 
Jami-s Lancaster's Sound, we were not unreasonable in 
anticipating its complete accoinpiisbment. But the season 
in which it is practicable to navigate (he Polar Seas does 
not csceed seven weeks. From aU that we observed it 
seems desirable that ships endeavouring to reach the 
Pacific Ocean by this route should keep if possible on the 
coast of Ameriea, and the lower in latitude that coast 
may be found, the more favourable will it prove for the 
piirpose ; hence Cnmberlaad Strait, Sir Tnomas Eoe's 
Welcome, and Bepulse Bay appear to be the. points most 
worthy of attention. I cannot lierefore but consider that 
any expedition equipped by Great Britain with this view 
oiijlht to employ its best enereies in attempting to pene- 
trate from the eastern coast oiAmerica alouff its northern 
shore. In consequence of the partial success which has 
hitherto attended our attempts, the whalers have already 
extended their views, and a new field has been opened 
■'' ? of the most lucrative branches of o 



and what is scarcely of less importance, one of the most 
Yalnabte nurseries for seamen which Great Britain pos- 
Bessea." — Parry'* Mrst Voyage, Tol. ii. p. 240. 

Pleased with his former zeal end catet^Twa, asA. \a. 
•jider to give him ^i opparlvmity ot tiiixiim?, *OQsi''."i^iSto. ■? 
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his obaarvatioas, a few monthB after lie retnmod home, 
the Admirfllty gave Parry the eommand of another expe- 
dition, witJiinstructions to proceed to HudBon's Strait, and 
penetrate to the westward until in Eepulse Bay, or on 
Bome other part of the shores of Hudaon'a Bay to the 
north of Wager Eiver, he should roach the weatorn coast 
of the continent. Failing in these quarters, he was to keep 
along tlie coast, carefully examiniui; every bend or inlet, 
which shoiild appear likely to afi'ord a practicable passa^ 
to the weatwara. 

The vessels pommissioned, with their offircrs and crews, 
were the following. Several of the officers of the former 
expedition were promoted, those who had been on the last 
voyage with Parry I have marked with an aaterisk ; — 

Fury. 
Commander — *W. E. Parry. 
Chaplain and Aatroaomer — Rev. Geo. Fisher (wa» in 

the Dorothea, under Capt. Buchan, in 1818.) 
lieutenants — *J, Nias and *A. Eeid. 
Surgeon — *J. Edwards. 
Purser— *W. H. Hooper. 
AsBistant-Surgeon — J. Skeot-h. 
JMidshipmen — *J. C. Eoss, *J. Bushnnn, J, Henileraon, 

P. E. M. Crozier. 
Greenland Pilots — *J. Allison, master ; *G. Ci-awford, 

47 Petty Officer*. Seamen, &c. 

Total complement, 60. 

ITecla. 
Commander — G. F. Lyon. 
Lieutenants — •H. P. Hoppner and *C. Pdmer. 
Surgeon — *A. Fislier. 
Purser — J. Germain. 
Assistant- Surgeon — A. M'Laren. 
Midshipmen— "W. N. GrllfithB, J. Sherer, C.RiohHrS 

E. J. Bird. 

Greenland Pilots— *G. Fife, master; 'A. Elder, mate. 
46 Potty OIBcers, Seamen, &o. 

Total complement, 59. 

Lieutenant Lyon, the second in command, had obtained 
Borne reputation from his travels in Tripoli, Mourzouk, 
acd other ■parts of I^orthern Airica, a.-niNirBa ia\ae3.'wiftin 
raak of Commajicler on his appomtaaeTit to tlie Heela, biA 



»^fl 
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reoeived luB promotion ae Captun, wheiL Ibo expedition 
retained. 

The aliips were acoompftnied as far as the ice by the 
Nautilas toansport, feighted with proriaions and stores, 
which were to be transhipped as Boon as room, was found 
for them. 

The Teasels got away from the Uttle Nore early on the 
Sth of May, 1821, but meeting with atrODg gales ofi' the 
Greenland coast, and a boisterons passage, did sot tall in 
with the ice until the middle of June. 

On the 17th of Jjine, in a heary gale from the sonth- 
wttrd, the sea stove and curried away one of the quarter 
boats of the Hfcla. On the following day, in lat. 60° 
53' N., long. 61° 39' W., they made the pack or main 
body of ice, having many large bergs in and neat it. On 
the IQth, Besolution Island, at the entrance of Hudson 
Strait, was seen distant sisty-fonr miles. Capt. Lyon 
states, that during one of the watches, a large fragment 
was observed to fall from an iceberg near the Secla, 
which threw up the water to a great height, sending 
forth at the same time a noise hke the report of a great 
gun. From this period to the 1st of July, the shipa 
were occupied in clearing the Nautilas of her stores pre- 
paratory to her return home, occasionally made fast to a 
berg, or driven out to aea by gales. On the 2nd, after 
running through heavy ice, ther again made Eesolution 
Island, and shaping their course for we Strait, were soon 
introduced to the company of some nnusually large ice- 
bergs. The altitude of one was 2fi8 feet above the surface 
of the sea; its total height, therefore, allowing one-seventh 
only to be visible, must have been about lSl)6 feet ! This 
however is supposing the base under water not to spread 
beyond the mass abore water. The vessels had sparcely 
drifted past this floating mountain, when the eddv tide 
carried them with great rapidity amongst a cluster 
of eleven bergs of huge size, and having a beautiful 
diversity of form. The largest of these was 210 feet 
atove tie water. Tlie floe ice was running wildly at the 
rate of three miles an hour, aweeping lie vessels past the 
bergs, against any one of which they might have received 
incalcnlable injury. An endeavour was made to make 
theahipsfaattooneofthem, {for all of them were aground), 
in order to ride out tie tide, but it proved nnsuccesafol, 
and the Fiiry had much difficilty m scnSm.^ ■d.Va*.^ ^<si 
some men who were on a atniii beTg, -Ia^^li■fll%VAe».^'^ 
her ice anciors. They were t\ietefete s««^^. ■?'»^'^ '^^^ 
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aoon beset. FiAy-fou; icebergs were coiuitcd Icoou tlia 
mast-head. 

On the 3rd Uiej made some pro;j;reBS tlirough very ]ie»j 
floes ; but on the tide tuming, the loose ice fLcw togetlur 
with saah rapidity and noise, Uiat there vaa barely tina 
to Becnro the ships in. a natural docTs.. boforc tlio two streuM 
met, and even then they^ received some heavy shociLa. 
Water was procured for use from the pcwla in tlio floe to 
which the aiiips were made fast; and tliia being tlie first 
timo of doin^ bo, oSbrded <^cat amuiicment to the aonca, 
who, even wien it was their period of rest, preferred pelt- 
ing cacii otlier with atiow-ballB, to goinrr to bed. SaSeting 
with edi^ea, Btroug euirenta, and daogeroua berga, th^ 
were kept in. a state of anxiety and danger, for a iTeelc or 
ten days. On ouo occasion, with the prospect of heiag 
driven on shore, the pressure they O-vperienocd was bo 
great, that five hawaers, Bix inches thick, were carried 
away, and the best bower anchor of tko J/ecio was wreuohad 
Stoat the bows, and broke oS at the head of the shank, with 
sa mucit oase sm if, instead of weighing upwards of a ton, 
it had been of crockery ware. For a week thej were 
embayed b^ the ice, and during this period thev saw tlirea 
strange ships, also beset, under ^Eesolution Island, wliiclt. 
tliey contrived to join on the IStkof July, making fast too. 
floe near them. They proved to be the Hudson's Bay 
Company's traders, Prince of Wales and Eddystone, mtll 
Ihe Lord Wellington, chartered to convey 160 natives cd 
JloUand, who were proceeding to settle on Lord SeJkirlc'o 
estate, at the Bed Biver. " Whilst nearing theae vess^ 
(aays Lyon), we observed tLe settlers waltzing on deck, fi» 
above two hours, the men in old-fashioned grey jackels, 
and the women wearing iong-eared mob caps, like those \ised 
by the Swiss peasants. As we were surrounded by ice> 
and the thermometer was at the freezing point, it may bo 
supposed that this ball, al vei'o fresco, afforded us mtiah. 
amueement." The Hudson's Bay ships had Icil England 
twenty days after the expedition. 

The emigrant ship had been hampered nineteen daya 
maoiigst the ice, before she joined the others ; and as tliii 
navigation was new to her captain and crew, they almost 
despaii'ed of ever getting to their journey's end, so varied 
and constant had been their impediments. The Dutcli* 
men hod, however, behaved very philosophically during 
thia period, and seemed detenniaed on being merry, ixk 
epitc of the weather and the dangers. Several mairiaew 
had taken place, (the surgeon, who was accompanji)i|> 
them to the colony, ofliciating aa clergyman,) and maof 
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morewereinagitatioii; each happy couple alwajs deferrinff 
the ceremoDj imtil a fine day allowed at an Qvcning ball, 
which was only terminated by a fresh breeze, or a fall of 
enow. {Icon's Private Jas/nuil, p. 11.) On the 17tli the 
ships were separated by the ice, and they saw no more of 
their Tisitore. On the 21st they were only off the Lower 
Savage Manda. In the evening they saw a very Is^'w 
bear lyin^ on a piece of ice, and two boata were instantly 
sent off in chase. They approached very dose before 
he took to tho watw, when he swam rapidly, and made 
Ions sprinsB, turning boldly to face his pnrsnerH. It w«« 
withdifhcnlty he was captured. As these animals, although 
Tery fat and bnlky, sink the instant they die, he was 
Iftsbed to a boat, and brought alinigside the ship. Ob 
hoJBting him in, they were astonished to find that his 
weight exceeded sixteen hundred poundB, being csie of the 
largest ever killed. Two instances, only, of larger bears 
being shot are recorded, and these were by Barentz's crew, 
in hia third voyage, at Cherie Island, to which they garo 
the name of Bear Island. The two bears killed then 
measured twelve and thirteen feet, while this one only 
measured eight feet eight inches, from the snout to the 
insertion of tho tail. The seamen ate the flesh without 
experiencing any cA those baneful effects which old nasi- 
gators attribute to it, and which are stated to have made 
three of Barentz's people " bo sick that we expected they 
would have died, and their skins peeled off from head to 
foot." Bruin was very fat, and having procured a tub of 
tlubber from the carcass, it was thrown overboard, and 
the eraoll soon attracted aconple of walniacB, the flrat that 
had been yet seen. 

They here fell in with a muDerous body of the Esqm- 
naux, who visited them from the shors. In less than an 
hour the ships were beset with thirty "kayaks," or men's 
canoes, and five of the women's large boats, or " oomiaka," 
Some of the latter held upwards of twenty women. A 
most noisy but merry barter instantly took place, the crew 
l>eing a.9 anxioUB to purchase Esquimaux curiosities, as the 
natives were to procure iron aod European toys. 

" It is quite out of my power (observeB Captain Lyon) 
to describe the shouts, yells, Mid laugEter of the savages, 
cr the confiision which existed for two or three hours. 
The feroaJes were at first very shy, and unwilling to corns 
on the ice, but bartered everything from their boats. This 
timidity, however, soon wore off, Hid they, in the end, 
became as noisy and boisterous as the men.." " 'fa. \fc 
aearoely jmssiWe (he adds) to conc^ie onYiJam?. -msrtsi 
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ligly or dia^stinef than the countenances of the old 
women, who bad iiiflampd eyes, ivriokied skin, black te^ih, 
and, in fact, snch a forbidding 8«t of features as scarcely 
oould be called linman. ; to which mij^ht bo added their 
dress, which was saeh as gare them the appearance of 
aged ourang-outangs. Frobishor's crew may te pardoned 
for having', in such auperstitioua times as i.D. 1670, taken 
one of these ladiea for a witeh, of whom it i» aaid, - The 
old wreteh. whom our Bailora auppoHed to be a witoh, had 
her bnakina polled off, to see if she was cloven-footod ; and 
being very ugly and deformed, we let her go.' " 

In bartering they hare a singular cnstom of ratifying 
the bargain, by licking the orticle all oyer before it is pBt 
away in eocunty. Captain Xiyon saya he frequently ibnd- 
dered ataeeing theehiidren draw a razor over their tongue, 
as unconcernedly as if it had been an ivory paper-lcnife. 
I cannot forbear quoting here some humorous posaagu 
from his ioumal, wfiich atimd out ia relief to the Boientifie 
and nautical parts of the narrative. 

" Tlie strangers were so well pleased in our siwiety, 
(hat they showed no wiah to leave ua, and when the 
market had quite ceased, they began dancing and plajing 
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many of their noses bleeding, and discovered to us a most 
naaty custom, which accounted for their gory faces, and 
whicuwas, thatas fa:at as the blood ran down, they scraped 
it with the fingers into their mouths, appearing to oon- 
aider it aa a refreshment, or dainty, if we might judge W 
the zest with which they smacked their lips at each 
Bnpply." • * * 

" In order to amuse our new acquaiatancea aa much, as 
possible, the fiddler was sent on the ice, where he instantly 
found a most dehghtfal set of dancers, of whom some o£ 
the women kept pretty good time. Their only figure coa- 
sisted in stamping and jumping with all their might. Our 
musician, who was a lively follow, soon caught the infec- 
tion, and began cutting capers also. In a short time every 
one on the noe, officers, men, and savages, wore dancing 
together, and exhibited one of the most extraordinary 
Bights I ever witnessed. One of our seamen, of a fresh, 
ruddy complexion, excited the admiration of all the young 
females, who patted iiis face, and danced around hint 
wherever he went. 

" The exertion of dancing so CKhilarated the Esquimaux, 
that they had the appearanee of being boisterously drunk, 
and played many exb'aordinary praots. Amongst others, 
it was a favourite joke to nui dily behind the aeameo, tnd 
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■hontiug loudly in one ear, to give them at the same time 
a very smart slap on the other. While looking on, I was 
Bharply Baluted in this mamisr, and, of course, was qnite 
startled, to the great amiiBeinent of tbo bjEtaaders-. oar 
cook, who was a most active and unwearied iuinper, 
became bo great a, favoruite, that every one boxed his eani 
BO soundly, aa to oblige the poor man to retire from 
such boisterous iDBrkH of approbation. Amongst other 
sporta, some of the Esquimaux rather rouglUy, but widi 
iireafc good humour, challenged, our people to wrestle. 
One man, in particnlar, who had thrown several of his 
countrymen, attacked an ofEcer of a very strong make, 
but the poor savage was instantly thrown, and with no 
vcrv easy fall ; yet, althoiigli every one was laughing 
at him, no bore it with exemplary good humour. The 
same officer afforded na much diversion by teaching a 
large parly of women to bow, curtsey, shake handsi torn 
their toee out, and perform sundry other polite aooom- 
pbshmenta; the whole partf, master and pupils, pre- 
serving the strictest gravity. 

" Towards midniffht all our men, except the watch on 
'eck, turned in to their beds, and the fatigued andhungry 
Esquimaux returned to their boats to take their supper, 
which consisted of lumps of raw flesh and blubber 
of seala, birds, entrails, &,c. ; licking their fingers with 
great zest, and with knives or fingers scraping the blood 
and grease which ran down their chins into their 
mouths." 

Many other parties of tbo natives were fallen in with 
during the alow progress of tlie ships, between Salisbury 
and Nottingham Islands, who were equally as eager 
to beg, barter, or thieve ; and the mouth was the gene- 
ral repository of most of the treasures they received i 
needles, pins, nails, buttons, beads, and other small et> 
cetcras, being indiscriminately stowed away there, but 
detracting in nowise from their volubility of speech. On 
the 13th of August the weather being calm and fine, 
namhaU or sea-unicorns were very numerous about the 
ships, and boats were sent, but without success, to strike 
one. There were sometimes as many as twenty of these 
beautiful fiah in a shoal, lifting at times their immense 
horn above the water, and at others showing their glossy 
backs, which were spotted in the manner of coach dogs in 
England. The length of these fish is about fifteen feet, 
exclusive of the horn, which averages five or six more. 

Captain Parry landed and slept on SoutliB,\Q."otn'Q.Wi«sA. 
His boat's crew caught in holes cm lAie '^aieti s»&'&i«& 
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sillocka, ot younj; I'onl-fisli, to eerre for tiro meals for Out 
wliolc sliip'i company. During the night white whalet 
were Been lyin^ in tiundreda close to thi) rocks, probably 
feeding on toe liUocke, After cnreiiillj' axunining Jhike 
of York Bay, the shipB got into the Frozen Strait af 
Middletoa on the morning of the 20th, and an. amioQS 
day was closed by passing aa opening to tlie soathward, 
which wad found to be Sir Thomas Uos'a Wokome, aad 
heaving to for the night off a bay to the north-wert. 
The ehipB got well in to llepnlse Bay on the 32nd, and a 
careful examination of its shores was mado by the boato. 

Captains Parry and Ltod, with several officers from 
each ^hip, landed and explored the northern shores, while 
a boat examined the head of the bay. Tho waters of 
a long cove are described by Captain Lyon as being abstv 



their first essays in swimming. 

Captain Lyon with a boat's crew made a trip of ft 
couple of days along some of the indents of the bay, 
and discovered an inlet, which, hoivever, on being entered 
Bubsequently by the ships, proved only to be the dividiB|f 
channel between an island and the mainland, about nz 
miles in length by one in breadth. Proceeding to the north- 
ward by Hurd'a ehaonel, they esperientsed a long rolling 
ground swell setting against them. On the "28tii, aacen£ 
ing a steep moontain, Captain Lyon discovered a nobis 
bay, subsequently named Gore Bay, in which lay a few 
islands, and towards this they directed their course. 

Captain Parry, who had been two (teys absent with 
boats exploring the channel and shores of the strail^ 
returned on the 29th, but set off again on the sanie daj 
with six boats to sound and examine more minoteb-. 
When Parry returned at night, Mr. Griffiths, of th» 
Secla, brought on board a large doe, whicli he hod killed 
while swimming (amongst large masses of ice) bom iaiv 
to islo ; two others and a fawn were procured on shore by 
tho Fary's people. The game laws, as they were laid 
down oa. the former voyage while wintering at Molvillo 
Iriand, were once more put ia force. These "enaet«d 
that for the purpose of ecouomizio? tlie ship's provisions, 
all de,er or musk-oxen killed sbouJa bo served ont in lien 
of the usual allow&ace of meat. Hares, ducks, and other 
birds wore not at tltis time to be included. As au eneoo- 
rageraent to sportsmen, the head, legs, and ofl'ul of the 
.arger animals vrero to be the perquisites of those who 
procured tJte carcases for the general good-" "lo. tli» 
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n ninmln of this day (obserrea Lyon) we were convmced 
iat our sportsmen had not forgotten the latitude to which 
their perquiaites might legally eitend, for the necka were 
Made ao long as to encroach conaidera,bly on the Tertebrte 
of the back ; a manner of amputating the hettda which 
had been learnt during the former Toyage, and, no doubt, 
would be strictly acted np to in the present one." 

Whilat the ahips on the 30th were proceeding tbronph 
this atrait, haTing to contend with heavy wind and wild 
ice, which with on impetuous tide ran against the rocta 
with loud crashes, at the rate of fivo knots in the centre 
Btroam; four boata towing aaf«m were torn away by the 
ice, and, with the men m them, were for some time in 
great" danger. The Tessels anchored for the nieht in a 
flmaU nook, and weighing at daylight on the 3Xat they 
atood to the eastward, but Gore Bay waa found closely 
packed with ice, and moat of tho inlets they passed were 
also beaet. 

A prevalence of fog, northerly wind, and heavy ice in floee 
of some miles in circumference, now carried the ships, in spito 
of constant lalraur and esertions.in throe days back to tho 
very apot in Fox's Channel, where a month ago they had 
commenced their operations. It was not till tke 5th of 
September that tiiey could again get forward, and then by 
ono of the usual cuauges in the naviMtion of these seas, 
the shipa ran well to the north-east ununpeded, at the rate 
of six knots an hour, anchoring for the night at the mouth 
of a large opening, which was named Lyon Inlet. The 
Best day they proceeded about twenty-five miles up this 
inlet, which appeared to be about eight miles broad. 
Captain Parry pushed on with two boats to examine the 
head of the iolot, taking proviBions for a week. He 
returned on the 14th, having failed in finding any outlet to 
tiie place he had been examining, which was very extensive, 
fiiU of fiords and rapid overfalls of the tide. He had 
procured a sufficiency of game to afford his people a hot 
sapper every evening, which, after the constant labour of 
the day, was highly acceptable. Ho fell in also with a 
Hmall party of natives who displayed tho usual thieving 
propensities. 

Animal food of all kinds was found to bo very plentifiil 
in this locoli^. A fine salmon trout was brought down by 
one of the offioers Jrom a lake in the momitains. The crew 
of the Eecla killed in a fortnight four deer, forty hares, 
eighty-two ptarmigan, flfly ducka, three divers, three ibies, 
three ravens, four seats, ermineB, ■nw.TomVOfa, TOi'M',, ^t. 
Tito of tie seals killed were im.-uiei«B Bsini.iis. tS. '<«>' 
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bearded species (Phocabarbata), very fat, weighing about 
eight or nine cwt., the others were Uie conuuoa epeclea 
(P. vitulina.) 

Captain Parry again left in boats on the 15th to examine 
more carefully the loiid that had been passed so rapidlj on 
the 5th and 6th. Not finding him rtitum on tlie 24tli, 
Captain Lyon ran down the eoaafc to meet him, and bj 
boating bltie lights fell in with him at ten that night. 
It appeared he had been frozen up for two days on the 
Beeond eTening after leaving. When he got clear lie ran 
down to, and auiled round. Gore Bay, at that time per- 
fectly clear of ice, but by the next morning it was quite 
filled with heavy piecea, which much impeded his return. 
Onee more he was frozen np in a small bay, where he waa 
detained three days ; when finding there was no chance 
of getting out, ia consequence of the rapid formation of 
young ice, by ten hours' severe labour, the boats were 
carried over a low point of land, a mile and a half wid^ 
and once more launched. 

On the 6th of October the impedimenta of ice continuing 
to increase, being met with in all its formations of sludge 
or yomig ice, pancake ice and bay ice, a small open bay 
within a httle cape of land, forming the S. E, extremity of 
an island off Lyon Inlet, waa sounded, and being found 
to be safe anchorage the ehipa were brought in, and, from 
the indications which were setting in, it was finally deter- 
mined to secure them there for the winter; by means of 
a canal half a. niile lo^, which waa cut, the y w ere taken 
iurther into the bay. ^e island was namedWinter Xsle. 
Preparations were now made for occnpation and amose- 
ment, so astopassawaj^pleasantly the period of detention, 
A good stock of theatrical dresses and properties havina 
been laid in by the officers before leaving Englani^ 
arrangements were made for performing plays fortnightly, 
as on their last winter residence, us a means of amusing 
tiie seamen, and in some degree to break the tedious 
monotony of their confinement. As there could be no 
desire, or hope of excelling, every officer's name was 
^ readily entered on the list of dramatis persona. Captain 
H ia^'^ kindly undertaking tlie difficult office of manager. 
H Ihose ladies (says Lyon} who had cherished the growth. 
W of their beards and whiskers, as a defence ogunat the 
I inclemency of the climate, now generously agreed to do 

I away with such unfeminine ornaments, and. everjthimE 

^^ .Itttde fair for a most stylish tbeatte. 
^^^ Ab a curiosity, I may bete pnt on. leooil fca -^\ii.^-\iffl.B«. 



parry's second voyage. 7 

tbe eTening. I have added the abip to which each oSai 
belonged. 

THEATEE EOTAL, 



m 



The Public are respectfully mformed that this little, yet 
elegant, Theatre will open for the season on Friofly 
next, the 9th of November, 1821, when will be pat* 
formed Sheridan's celebrated Comedy of . 

THE EIVALS. , T 

Aaliony Ahsolate . Captain Parry (JFi 



any 
Captain Absolute 
Sir luteins 0' Trigger 
Faulkltaid . . . 

Fag '. '. ■ ■ .■ 

Mrs. Malapri^ , . 

Zydia Langaish 



Captain Lyon (kJZ). "T 

Mr, Crozier {Fary). 

Mr. J.Edwarda {Fur}/). 

Mr, J. Henderson (Fury). 

Lieut. Hoppner (Secla). 

Lieut. Eeid {Fury). 

Mr. C. Eiohflrda {SeeU). 

Mr. W. H. Hooper (Fury). 

Mr. J. Sherer{.ffee;<(). 

Mr. W. Mogg (clerk of SecXa). 



MesBTB. C, Palmer (Stela) and J. Hendewon 
le introduced in the course of the evening. 



On the 17th of December a shivering set of actors per- 
formed to a great-coated, yet very cold audience tbs 
comedy of the "Poor Gentleman." A burst of tme En^ 
lieh feeling was exhibited during the performance of this 

Slay. In the scene where lAeat. WotthingloneiiA Corportd 
%aa recount in ho animated a manner their former aonieve- 
menta, advancing at the same time, and huzzaing for 
" Old England," the whole audience, with one accord, rosB 
and gave three moat hearty cheers. They then sat down, 
and the play contimiod umntorrupted. 

On Christmas Eve, in order to keep the people quiet 
and sober, two farces were performed, and the phantasma- 
goria (which had been kindly presented anonymously to 
the ships before leaving by a lady) eihibited, bq t'ea*.'*™ 
night passed merrily aw&y. 
The coldness of the weatiiet TptoveitiQ'Wt 's^ '^'^ ^*^*]^ 
formaaoe of a play at tiio appoui.tei\»ao. "iS- 1-^ ^ssisasw*- 
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tlic flcamen th^ purpose wns answorcU, Lut it w&s s cmrf 
taak for the perfoiTtiora. " In our green-room (aaya Ljob). 
which was as mui^h warmed as anj other port of the 
Theatre, tho thermometer stood at 16°, and on a table 
which was placed over a stove, and ahout six inchee abora 
ft, the cofl'ce froze in the cnips. For my sins, I was oblij^ 
to be dresBod in the height of the fualiion, as JDick Dow 
Tat, in the " Heir at Ia,w," and went throuah thn last 
scene of the play with two of my fina;ers froat-bitten ! let 
those who Iiave witnessed and admired the perfornutnces 
of a Yonng-, answer if he could possibly liaTe stood so 
cold a reception." 

Captain Panr also statea in his Journal, " Among the 
Tecreations which afforded the highest gratification to 
several among us, I may mention the mnaieal parties we 
were enabled to muater, and which assembled on etated 
evenings throughout the winter, alternately in Commands 
Xyon's cabin and in my own. More ski!l\il amatenrs in 
music might nell liave smiled at these, our humble oon- 
certs, but it will not incline them to think less of the 
science they admire, toheasaured that, inthc^cremoteand 
desolate regions of the globe, it has often furnished us with 
the roost pleasurable sensations which onr situation w» 
capable of affording; for, fndependently of the mere gntti- 
fication afforded to the ear by music, there is, jferhapSj 
Fcarcely a person in the world really fond of it, m whoM 
mind \ts sound is not more or less connected with ' his fa 
listant home.' There are always some rcmerabraneea 
which render them inseporalile, and those associations are 
not to be despised, which, while wo are engaged in tie 
performance of our duty, can still occasionally transpoFt 
ns into the social circle of our jriends at home, in spite cf 
the oceans that roll between us," But their attention was 
not confined to mere jlmuBemenfs. Much to the credit of 
the seamen, an application was made in each ship for per- 
mission to open an evening school, which was willing^ 
acceded to. Almost every man could read and aomo 
conld write a httle, hut seveml found that, from lon^ 
disuse, it was requisite to begin again. 

Mr. Halse volunteered to superintend the classes in '^e 
JFWs; while Benjamin "White, a seaman, who had been 
educated at Christ's Hospital, olTiciated as schoolmaster ia, 
the Hecla, and those best quali6cd to assist aided in the 
instruction of their shipmates, who raade n.^\4 ijTOi!Te«B 
nader their tnitjon. On duMtmaa Day, Cra?\.ii.ra. "ij^o^ 
utateB Ouii be reoeived nzteen co^a feoni io><^^ ■'™*^ ^"'^ 
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nontliB before Bcarcely knew- their letters. These little 
Bpecimens were all well written, and sent with as mncli 
jiride aa if the writerH had been good httle schoolboys, 
instead of stout nnd excellent seamen. 

An obscrratory was erected on sliore, for carrying oa 
magnetical, Hftronoinical. and other Hcientifie operations. 
Foxes were very plentiful about the ships; fifteen were 
cai^ht in one trap in four hours on. the nij!;ht of the 25th 
of October, and abore one hundred were either trapped or 
killed in the oourflo of three months, and yet there seemed 
but little dimiuutioD in their nnmherB. Captain Lyon 
flays he found them not bad eating-, the flesh much 
resembline that of kid. A pack of thirteen wolves came 
occasionally to have a look at the ahips, and on one occa- 
Non broke iato a snow-houao alim^ide, and walked oS 
with a couple of Esquimans dogs eoaiined there. Boara 
now and then also made their appearance. 

A rery beautiM ermine walked on hoard the Mecla one 
day, and was caught in a amall trap placed on the deck, 
certainly the first of these animals which was ever taken 
alive on board a ship 400 yards from the land. The 
ravenous propensities of even some of the smallest 
members of tne animal kingdom are esemplified by the 
following estract: — 

" We had for Eomo time observed that in the fire-hole, 
which was kept open in the ice alongside, a eountless mul- 
titude of small Bhrimpa were constanUy rising near the 
surface, and we soon found that in twenty-four hours they 
would clean, in the most beautiful manner, the skeletons. " 

After attending Divine service on Christmas Day, the 
officers and crews sat down to the luxury of jpints of 
English roast beef, which had been kept untainted by 
being frozen, and the outside rubbed with salt. Cranberrr 
pies and puddijigs, of every shape and size, with a tulx 
allowance of spirits, followed, and, probably the natural 
attendance of headaclies aucceedeit, for the next morning 
it was deemed expedient to send all the people fM-amnon 
the ice, in order to put them to rights ; Wt thidc weather 
coming on it became necessary to recal them, and, post- 
poning the dinner hour, they were all danced sober by 
one o'clock, the fiddler bein^. fortunately, quite as he 
■hould be. During this curious ball, a witty fellow 
attended as an old cake woman, with lum-ne i<. ftousa. 
enow in a bucket ; and such, waa '^e icmBaJi. ^or "«* "^* i 
oa this occasion, that be was obfcei \a -i«^Vt;\%V "Si^^^ 
^equmtiy. The year had now iia-^mto «. c\o5». ^'i-»»- 



enjoyed excellent heaitli, and were blessed 'with, good 
spirita, and seal for the renewal of their ardnoua exerttcmi 

No uitjns of Bcnrvy, the UBuat plague of anoh, voyages, 
had occurred, and by the plans of Captain Parry, w 
carried out on the former vojase, a sufQciency of mustard 
and cresa was raised between deeka to aSbrd all hands a 
> salad once, and Bometimes twice a week. The oold oow 
■beeamo intense. Wine fioze in the bottles. Port was 
congealed into thin pink lamince, which lay loosely, and 
occupied the wliole length of the bottle. White wine, on 
the oontrary, ii-oze into a sohd and perfectly transparent 
mass, reseniblingainber. 

On the 1 st of Febrnary the monotony of their life wu 
Taried by the arrival of a large party of ^squitnans.andan 
interchange of viaita thenceforward took place with this 
tribe, which, singularly enough, were proverbial for their 
tonestT. Ultimately, however, they began to display 
some tliieviBh propensities, for on one evening in March, a 
most shocking thett was committed, which, was no less 
than the last piece of Enghsh corned beef from the mid- 
shipmen'a mess. Had it been an 181b. carronade, or 
even one of the anchors, the thievea would have been 
welcome to it; hut to purloin English beef in suclt 
a country was unpardonable. 

On the 15th of March. Captain Lyon, Lieutenan* 
Palmer, and a party of men, left the ship, with pro viaions, 
tents, &c., in a large sledgCj for an excursion of three or 
four days, to examine the land in the neighbourhood of 
the ships. 

The first night's encampment was anything but conn- 
fortable. Thcu' tent they found so cold, tliat it was 
determined to m^e a cavern in the anow to aleep in ; asd 
digging this afforded so good an opportunity of warming 
theinselves, that the only shovel was lent from one to th» 
other as a particular favour. Aflier digging it of Guffioient 
aize to contain them all in a sitting posture, by means of 
the amoke of a fire they managed to raise the temperature 
to 20'', and, cloaing the entrance with blocks of snow, crept 
into their blanket oags and tried to sleep, with the plea- 
sant reflection that their roof might fall m and bury tnem 
all, and that their one apade was the only means of 
liberation after a night's drift of snow. 

They woke nest morning to encounter a. liea,vy eale and 
dn'/t, and Jbund their sledge eo cmtaeiiAei m "«> «qe(^ 
t&at they could not get at it, and m ^^o lAXemv't. ftsJM 
&cea ana extremities were moat ^oioMiy tt*«.v\.-i'>«ft- 
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The thermometer was at 32" below zero ; they could not, 
moreover, see a yard of the road ; yet to remain appeared 
worse t han to co forward — the last plan was, therefore, 
decided on. The fent, aledj;e, and luggage were left 
behind, and with only a few pouada of bread, a little rum, 
and a apade, the party again set out ; and in order to depict 
their sufTerings, I must take up the narrative as related 1^ 
the commander himself. 

" Not knowing where to go, we wandered amonget the 
heavy hnmmoeltfl of ice, and suffering from cold, fatigue, 
and ansiety, were soon completely bewildered. Several of 
our partT now began to exhibit symptoms of that horrid 
kind of msensibiUty which ia the prelnde to sleep. They 
all professed extreme willingness to do what tney were 
told ill order to keep in exercise, but nono obeyed ; on 
the contrary, they reeled about hke drunken men. The 
facea of several were severely frost-bitten, and some bad 
for a considerable time lost sensation in their fingers and 
toea ; yet they made not the slightest eTertion to rub tb» 
parts affected, and oven discontinued their general 
custom of warming each other on observing a discolora- 
tion of the skin. Mr. Palmer employed the people in 
building a enow wall, ostensibly as a shelter from the 
wind, but in fact to give them exercies, when standing 
stiU must have proved fatal to men in our circumstances. 
My attention was esclusively directed to Sergeant Speck- 
man, who, having been repeatedly wwned that his nose 
was frozen, had paid no attention to it, owing to the state 
of stnpeikction into which he bad fallen. Tho frost-bite 
had now extended over one side of hia face, which was 
frozen as hard as a mask ; the eyelids were stiff, and one 
comer of the upper Up so drawn up as to expose the teeth 
and gums. My hands being still warm, I had the happi- 
ness of restoring the circulation, after which I used all my 
endeavcrars to keep the poor fellow in motion ; but he 
complained sadly of giddiness and dimness of sight, and 
was so weak as to be unable to walk without aBsistance. 
His case was so alarming, that I expected every moment 
he would lie down, never to rise agam. 

"Our prospect now became every moment more gloomy, 
and it woB but too probable that four of our party would 
be unable to survive another hour. Mr. Palmer, however, 
endeavoured, as well as myself, to cheer the people up, but 
it was a faint attempt, as we had not a. ^meJeVoY^ ^n ^^ 
tbem. Every piece of ice, or even ot scn:^ tq^ <« *"?"«,, 
B-Ds noa- supposed to be the slii-pa, aai-se"^^ ^''Ss^^rf 
ealtj- ia preventing the meo. from -nunifli?, Va "^^ cosiKm 
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waa rontiiii^ ronnd us to warin hlmaelf, ho suddenly pitched 
on a new bcatun track, and as c^rcrciac was indispenasble, 
we determined on following it, wherever it inif;ht lead na. 
Having taken the sergeant under my coat, he rfcorered a 
little, and we moved onwards, when to our infinite joy wo 
found that the path led to the ships." 

As the result of thii exposure, one man bod two of his 
fingers so b^y froat-bitten as to lose a good deal o( the 
flesh of the upper ends, and for many duya it was feixred 
tbat he would be obliged to have them amputated. Qtui- 
ter-master Cair, one of those who had been the most 
liardy while in tie air, fainted twice on getting below, and 
every one had serere frost-bites in diflerent parts of die 
body, which recoTered after the \uual loss of skin in tlteae 

One of the Esquimaux females, by name Igloolilt, yibo 
plays a conapicuoas part in the narrative, was a generd 
favourite, being possessed of a large fund of usefid infomw- 
tdon, liaving a good voice and e«r for music, being sa 
excellent sempBtress, and having such a good idea of thfl 
hydrography and bearings of the neighbouring seO'COBatB, 
as to draw charts which gnidcd Parry much in his future 
operations, for he found l^r sketches to be in the main cor- 
rect. She connected the land from their winter-quartera to 
tlie nordi-west sea, rounding and terminating the northern 
exti'emitj of this part of America, by a large i^and, and s 
strait of sufficient magnitude to afford a safe passage for 
the ships. This little north-west passage, obeerres JjyoOf 
set us bU castle -building, and we ateady fancied the worst 
part of our voyage over; or, at all events, that before half 
the eosuiug summer was pxst, we should arrive at Atkoolee, 
the Esquimaus settlement on the western shore. Half- 
way between that coast and Ecpnlse Bay, Iglooiik drew 
OB her chart a lake of considerable size, having small 
streams running from it to the sea, on each side ; and the 
, correctness of this information was fully proved by Bae 

L ia hia recent expedition in 1846. 

I On the 13th of April their Esquimau-T friends took their 

[ departure for other quarters ; towards the end of the 
nwMth the crews completed the euttiti{,^ of trenches roond 

' the Tessela, in order that they might rise to their proper 

bearings previous to working in the Kohls, and the Bbi^ 

Soaiedliie corka on their uati^e elemeTit, a&«r 'ilaeS-iVSi^ 

imprisonment of 191 days. Aat\ie aeaaoa wp?eM:ei\^\» 

laiproriag, another land expedition waa ieWrooBfia. «», 
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sad Captain Lyon aud Licuteuaut Pcdom', attended bj 
a par^ of eight men. Bet off on. the Sih of May. takin^f 
nith them twenty days' provisions. Eacli man dxew on a, 
Bledge 126 Iba., and the officers 95 lbs. o-piecc. 

"Loaded na we were (Baya the leader), it was with the 
fTTBotcat (lifljciilty to made our way amongat and over the 
hiimmockB, ourselves and sledges taking some very on- 
pleasant tamhlea. It required two hours and a half to 
orOEB tho ice, althongh the distance was not two miles, and 
'we then landed on a. small island, where we passed the 

Sevend islands and slioala in the strait were named 
Bird's Isles. At noon on the 11th, they camped at tho 
head of a fine bay, to which the name of Elate was given. 
Iq spite of all the care which had been, taken by using 
crape ehadca, and other coverings for the eyei, five of the 
party became severely afflicted witlt snow bUndness. Befi»e 
evenmg two of the sufi'ererB were quite blinded by tlio 
infiammatioQ. Their faces, eyes, am even heads, being 
much swollen, and Tory red. Bathing would have afforded 
relief, but iiie sun did, not produce a drop of water, and 
their stock of fuel bein^ limited, they coold only spare 
enough wood to thaw anow for their mid-day draught. 

As the morning of the 12th broucht bo change in tho 
invahds, another day was lost. Towards evening, by 
breaking pieces of ice, and placing them in the full glare 
of the sun, sufficient water waa obtained, both for drink- 
ing and for the aiek to bathe their faces, which afiorded 
them arnaimg rehef, and oo the morrow they were enabled 
to resume their journey. At noon the aun was sufficiently 
powerful to afford the travellers a draught of water with- 
out having to thaw it, aa had hitherto been tho case. 

For neariy three days after this, they were imprisoned 
in tieir low tent by a snow-storm, but on the morning of 
the 18th, they were enabled to sally out to stretch their 
logs, and c*tch a ghmpse of the sun. After examiaing 
many h&ja and indentations of the coast, the party retamea 
to the ahipa on. the evening of the 21st. A caaal was now 
cut through the ice, to get the ships to the open water, in 
length 2400 feet, and vaiying in breadth from &1 to 197 
feet. The average thickness of the ice was four feet, bat 
in some places it was as much as twelve feet. This truly 
arduous task had occupied the crews for fifteen days, froto. 
six m the morning to eight in \ike e-scKoi'j,-, vinA ■Ooki 
Isboared at it with the gTPa.teat ft-ourit ttoi ^qcA>s«>»?"'*** 

and men began to take leave o£ fkeii Bc-^etaS- ^i2M»s» "^ 
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promenadfiB, particularly Iho " garden" of each sliip, wlikh 
tad bet:ome lavourite lounges during their nine montba' 
detention. A few ill-fatod buntinj; came near enough to 
be shot, and were instantly roasted for a farewell sapper, 
and bright visions of active exertions on the water on the 
morrow were universally entertained. But the night dis- 
pelled all these airy castlua, for with the mominfr's dawn 
they found that the whole body of ice astern of the ships 
had broke adrift, filled up the hard-nrought ciuibI, and 
imprisoned them aa firm as ever. 

Death now for the first time visited the crews. James 
Pringle, a seaman of the Jlerla, foil fironi the mast-head to 
the deck, and was killed on the 18th of May. Wm. Souter, 
quarter -master, and John Eeid, carpenter's mate, belong- 
ing to the Fury, died on the 26th and 27th, of natural 
causes. Towards the end of June, the sea began to clear 
rapidly to the eastward, and the bay ice soon gave way as 
£ar as where the ships were lying, and on the Snd of Jnlj 
they put to sea with a &eah breeze, after having been 
frozen in for 267 days. 

In making their way to the northward, they were fre- 
quently in much danger. On the 3rd, the ice came down 
on the Secla with such force aj to carry her on board the 
JFufy, hv whloli the Hecla broke her best bower anchor, 
and cut ner waist-boat in two. On the 4th, the pressuro 
of the ice was bo exeat as to break the ICecla adnft from 
three hawsers, Yaax or five men were each on separate 
pieces of' ice, parted from the ships in the endeavour to 
mn out a hawser. A heavy pressure closing the loose ice, 
nneipectedly gave them a road on board again, or they 
must have teen carried away by the stream to certain 
destruction. On the Sth, the Seela had got her stremn- 
cable out, in addition to the other hawsers, and made fast 
to the land ice, when a very heavy and extensive floe took 
the ship on her broadside, and being backed by another 
large body of ice, gradually lifted her stem as if by the 
action of a wedge. 

"The weight every moment inoreaaing, obliged us," 
says Captain Lyon, "to veer on the hawsers, whose fric- 
tion was so great as nearly to cut through the bitt-heada, 
and ultimately to set them on fire, so that it became lequi- 
Bite for people to attend with buckets of water. The pres- 
Bure was at length too powcrtiil for resistance, and th« 
Btceam-cable, with two six and one flve>inch hawsers, all 
ffare way at the same moment, tliree oUicia »QOQ.^tMi(rK- 
i^g- tbem. The sea was too fuH oE ice to aft-o-" "s^e ^\^ Wi 
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?, and the only way in which she could yield to tlio 
ous weight whidi oppressed lipr, was hv leaning 
n the knd iee, while her stem at the same time waa 
entirely lifted tfl above the height of Sve feet out of the 
water. The lower deck beamB now complained very ranch, 
and the whole frame of the ship underwent a trial which 
would have proved fatal to any Iosh strcn^hened Tpssel. 
At the fiame moment, the rudder was unhung with a sudden 
jerk, which broke up the rudder-case, and struck the 
driver-boom with great force." 

From this perilous position she was released almost by 
a miracle, and the rudder re-hong. 

The Bhips at last reached the island which had been ao 
accurately described to thera by the Esquinmux lady — 
Igloolik, where they came upon an encampment of 120 
EBquimaux, in tents. Captains Parry and Lyon and 
other oiBcera made frequent exploring excurpions along 
the shores of the Fury and Hecla strait, and inland. On 
the 26th of Aupist the Bhipa entered this strait, which 
wae found blocked up with Sat ice. The season had also 
now assumed so wintry an aspect that there seemed but 
little probability of getting much farther west: knowing- of 
no harbour to protect the ships, unless a favourable change 
took place, they had the gloomy prospect before them of 
wintering in or near this froeen strait. Boating and land 
parties were dispatched in several directions, to report upon 
the different localities. 

On the 4th of September, Cajitain Lyon landed on an 
ialaud of glat« formation, about six mUes to the westn-ard 
of the ships, which he named Amherst Island. The result 
of these expeditionB proved that it waa impracticable, 
cither by boats or water oonveyanoe, to examine any -part 
of the land south-west of IglooUk, in consequence of ilie 

Mr. Heid and a boat-party traveUed about sixty miles 
to the westward of AmliorEt Island, and ascertained the 
termination of the strait. On a constdtation with the 
officers, Captain Parry determined to seek a berth near 
to Igloolik, in which to secure the ships for the winter. 
They had now been sixty-five days Btruggling to get for- 
ward, but had only in that time reached forty miles to the 
westward of Igloobk. The vessels made the best of their 
vay to the natural channel between this iglaiid. wo^ ^Joe I 
land, but were for some time driftei ^'ilOo. ■OcveK'yiA'^^'^^ 1 
several anchors, and it waa only \)3 Tttosi -wtitV-vxi. irs^ao?, 1 
i-iianDe/fl that they were broua;kt ^wto BTiSei: o^iwi'-.«= ■^'^*"^; 
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ike land. Some fine taama of dogs wero hero purcfuuei 
from the Eaquimaus, whieliwere found very serriceable 
in making excursione on Bledses. 

Tlieir second Ckristmas i)B.y in this region had mnr 
arriTed, and I^on informs us — 

" Captain Parry dined witli me, and was treated witli a 
Buporb display of mufltard and cress, with about fiify 
omons, rivalling a fine needle in size, which. I had reared 
iu boxes round my cabin stove. All our messes in either 
(hhip were auppUed with an extra ponnd of real !Engli«h 
IVesh beef, which had been hangiaK at our quarter for 
eighteen months. We could not allbrd to leave it for ft 
farther trial of keeping, but I have no doubt that donbla 
the period would not have quite spoiled its flavour." 

This winter proved much more severe than the former. 
Additional clothing was found necessary. The stovo-fHin- 
nels collected a quantity of ice within them, notwithstand- 
ing fires were kept up night and day, so that it was 
frequently requisite to take them down in order to break 
ana nielt the ice out of them. 

Nothing wag seen of the sun for forty-two days. 

On the 15th of April. Mr, A. Elder, Greenland mate of 
the Hecla, died of ifropay : he had been leading man with 
Parry on Eoss's voyage, aad for hia good conduct waa 
made mate of the Cffiper, oa the last expedition. 

On the 6th of September. 1823, Mr. Geo. Fife, the pilot. 
also died of seurvy. 

After taking a review of their provisions, and tlie pioba- 
bihty of having to pass a third winter here. Captain PmtT 
determined to send the Secla home, taking from her t!a 
the provision that could be spared. Little or no hope* 
could be entertained of any passage being found to Uie 
westward, otherwise than by the strait now so finnl^ 
closed with ioe; but Parry trusted that some interesting- 
additions might be made to the geography of these dreary- 
regions, by attempting a passage to the northward or east- 
ward, in hopes of finding an outlet to Lancaster Sound or 
Prince Eegent's Iniet. 

On the 21st of April, 1833, the^ be^an transshipping tli* 
provisions ; the teams of dogs being found most usefiil ftnr 
this purpose. Even two anchors of 22 ewt. each, wow 
drawn by these noble animals at a quicic trot. 

Upon admittiuji davligbt at tno stem windows of 

the ITecla, on the S2ud, the gloomj, aootj cabin 

abowed to no great advantage, no \cs8 Oaaa \cn.\«sv>iei* cK 

ieo frere tsien from the sasbesaaA out ot\.'tto^\cT!i\adafi», 

from which Jatter eorae spare IkcaieVa oM iM.'oMfiBDS- 

vcre oalj ifaerated hy dioppuig. 
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On the 7th of June, Captnia Lyon, with a party of men, 
■et offaeroBS the Melville Peoineula, to endeavour to j^et 
a eight of the westorn sen, of which they had received de- 
Bcriptiye accounts irom the nutiyea, but owing to the diffi- 
ciilUcs of traveUing, and the nuiKcs of mountains tliey met 
with, they returned unauoceHafiu, after being out twenty 
days. Another inland trip of a fortuight followed. 

On the Ist of August, the Hecla nas reported ready for 
sea. Some symptomB of Bcoiry hoTing again made their 
appeamnce in the shipi, and the Burgeona reporting that 
it would not be prudent to continuo longer, Captain Pwiy 
reluctfljitly determined to proceed Lome with both shipa. 
Atler being 310 days ia their winter quarters, the shipi 
got away on tlvo 0th of August. 

A eongpicuOD»i landmark, with despatchefl. was set up 
on the mainland for the information of Eraidfliu, ehoitla 
he reacb. thiu quarter- 
On reaching Winter laland, and visiting their last year's 
farden. radiHhea, niUBtard aod cress, and onions were 
rought off, which had Burrivcd tKo winter and were atill 
alive, sevenleen months from the time they were planted, 
a very remarkable proof of their having been preserved by 
tlie warm covering of sdow. 

The ships, during the whole of this passage, were drirea 
by the current more than three degrees, entirely at lb* 
meroy of the ioe, being oarried into every bight, and 
swept over each point, without the power of helping them- 

Oq the Ist of September, they were driven up Lyon 
Inlet, where they wore confined high up till the 6th, 
when a breeze Hpriiiig up. which took uiem down to 
within three miles of Winter Island i still it was not until 
the 12th that tlipy got thorouehly clear of the indruughl. 
Tlio danger and suspense of these twelve days were 
torrihle, and Lyon .justly observes that he would prefer 
being froaen up during another eleven months' winter, t'.- 
again passing so anxious a period of time. 

" Ten of the twelve nights wore passed on di?ck. in 
expectation, each tide, of some decided change in our 
affairs, either by being left on the rooks, or grounding in 
such shoal water, that the whole body of the ice must 
have slid over us. But, as that good old seaman BalBu 
expresses himself, 'God, who is greater tlis.n. cvi^t Ski^ 
or tide, always delivered us '.' " 
For thirty-Uve days the ships \ia,i\>oen\«acV,»iii.\-a'^«* 
period had driven with tlio ice obofc ^m tr;\!vtf. "^■''??-^ 
"Dj extortion on tlieir part, and aiao -w^tVoxA * ^o^^'^'^™- 



84 PEOaBKSH OT ABCTIO D18C0VJ3T. 

of ertricating themselveB. On the 23rd of September 
they OQce moro got into the swell of the Atloutic, and oa 
■ttie 10th of October arrived at Lerwiok, in Shetland. 



In 1S23, Capt. Sabine, S.A., who had been for soma 
time engaged in magnetic observations, and also in experi- 
ments to def«miino the configuration of the eartb, by 
means of pendulum Tibrationa in diiTei-cnt latitudes, ihaving 
perfocted his obBervations at difforotit points, from the 
Equator tothc Arctic Circle, Buegeated to the Eoyal Society, 
through Sir Humphry Davy, the importance of ertending 
eimilar experiments into higher latitudes towards the Pole. 
Accordingly, the Government placed at his disposal H.M.S. 
Griper, 120 tons. Commander Clavering, ivliich was to 
eoavey him to Spitsbergen, and thence to the east ooaat of 
Greeidand. 

The Griper sailed from the More on the 11th of May, 
and proceeded to Hammerfest, or Whale Island, near l£o 
Horth Cape in Korway, which she reached on the 4th of 
June, and Capt. Sabine having finished hia shore observa- 
tions bj the 23rd, the vessel set sail for Spitsbergen. She 
fell in with ice off Cherry Island, in lat. 75° 5', on thd 
37th, and on the 30th disembarked the teats and instro- 
ments on one of the smaU islands roimd Hakhiyt's Head- 
land, near the eightieth parallel. Capt. Clavermc, mean- 
while, sailed in the Griper due north, and reached ttie 
latitude of 80° 20', where being stopped by close packed 
ice, he was obliged to retnm. 

On the 34th of July they again put to sea, directing 
their course for the highest known point of the eastern 
coast of Greenland. They met with, many fields of ioe, 
and made tie land, which liad a most mieerabie desol&to 
appearance, at a point which was named Cape Borlass 
Warren. Two islands were discovered, and as Capt. 
Sabine here landed and carried on his observations, they 
were called Pendulum Islands. From uu island situate in 
'alt. 75° 12', to which he s^ave the name of Shannon Island, 
Clavering saw high land, stretching duo north as far &a 
lat. 76°. 

On the 16th of August, ClaverinK landed with a party of 
tiirce offit^ers and sixteen men on the maiulaud, to es 
the shores. The temperature d\d not sm\c^le\o■»^ t 



thej- elept for nearly a fortniglit ttey - - 

nn/r a boat-cloak and blanket tot a covcfvoft, ■wVCo.^.-a.t V-mA- 
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iag any inoonvenienec from the cold. A tribe of twelre 
Esquimaux was met with here. Thoy reached in their 
journey a magniflcent inlet, about flify miloa in cirenm- 
lereuce, which waa supposed to be the same wliieh Gale 
Hamkes discovered in 1654, laii which bears hia narao. 
The mountains round its aides were 4000 to 5000 feet high. 
On the 29th of Angost, they returned ou board, and 
having embarked the tents and instruments, the ship again. 
set B^ on the Slst, keeping the coast in view to Cape 
Pari7, lat. 72^°. The cuffs were observed to be several 
thousand feet high. On the 13th of September, ae the 
ice in shore began to get very troublesome, the ship 
stood out to sea, and Mler encountering a very heavy 
pJe, which drove them with great fury to the southward, 
and it not being thonght prudent to make for Iceland, a 
station in about the same latitude on the Norvray coast 
was chosen instead by Capt. Sabine. They made the 
land about the latitude of Christiansonnd. On the lat of 
October the Orijier struck hard on a sunken rock, bat 
got off undamaged. 

On the 6th they anchored in Drontheim Piord, where 
they were received with much kindnesa and hospitality, 
and after the necesBary observations had been completed 
the ship proceeded homewards, and reached Dcptford on 
the 19th of December, 1823. 

LYON'a VoTAQB IN THE Geieee. 
Ik 1824 three expeditions were ordered out, to carry on 
aimultaneons operations in Aretio discovery. To Capt. 
Lyon waa committed the task of eiamicing and complet- 
ing the aurvey of the Melville Peninsula, the adjoining 
straits, and the shores of Arctic America, if possible as lu 
as Franklin's turning point. Capt. Lyon waa therefote 
gazetted to the Griper gun-brig, which had taken oat 
Capt. Sabine to Spitzbergen in the previous year. Thefid* 
lowing officers and crew wore also appointed to her :— 

Capbun— G. P, I^on. 

Inentenante — P. Manioo and F. Harding. 

Assistant-Sorveyor — E. N. Kendal. 

Purser-^. Evans. 

Assistant- Snrgeon—'W , lia-jto-n.. 

KJfidshipinau — J. Tom. 
34 Pet^ officers, seauveti, Klc. 
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It WM not till the 20th of June that the Griper got 
away from England, being a full month later thaa the 
OBual period of departure, and the veBgel waa at the but 
but aa old tub in her aiuling properties. A small tendtv, 
called the Snap, was ordered to acconnpany her with storei 
as far aa tlio ieCi and having been relieved of her supplies, 
she was sent home on reaching Hudson'ct Straits. 

Tho Griper made but slow progress in her deeplj laden 
state, her crowded deckabcinc; continually swtpt ciyheaTj 
Beas, and it wa« not until the end of Au^st that she 
roonded tile Bouthern head of Soutlianipton Island, and 
stood up towards Sir Thomas Eoe's Welcome. On readi- 
IB^ tho entrance of tluB channel they encountered a terrific 
gcde, which for a loni; time threatened tho dcstractioo of 
both ship and crew. Drifting with this, they brought iip 
the ship with four anchors, in a bay with five fathoms and 
a half water, in the momentary evpcetation that Trith 
the ebb tide the ship would take the ground, as the 
■ea broke fearfully on a low sandy beach .just asters, 
and had tho unehors parted nothing could have saved 
the vessel. Neither commander nor crew had been iabed 
for three nights, and although little hope was entertained 
of surviving the gale, and no boat could live in puch a sm, 
tlie oSlcera and crew performed their several duties with 
their accustomed coolness. Each man was ordered to pst 
on hia warmest clothing, and to tuke charge of some use- 
fill instrument. The scene is best described in the word* 
of the 3;allant commander: — 

" £aoh, therefore, brought hia bag on deck, and dressed 
himself; and in the fine athletic forma which stood exposed 
before roe, I did not seo one muscle quiver, nor the 
slightest sign of alarm. Prayera wore read, and they then 
ail sat down in groups, sheltered from the wash of the ae* 
by whatever they could fiud, and some endeavoured to 
obtain a tittle sleep. Never perhaps nas witnessed a flniz 
scene than on the deck of my httle ship, when all bo^ <4 
life had left us. Noble as the choractor of the Bntisli 
sailor is always allowed to be in eases of danger, yet I did 
not believe it to bo possible that among forty-one peFBOas 
not one repining word should have been uttered. Ea«h 
was at peace with his neighbour and all tho world ; and X 
am firmly persuaded that the resignation which was thea 
shown to tiia wili of the Almighty, iioa the means of 
obtaining Hia mercy. God -kbs merciful to us, and tho 
ado, a7niost Jijiraculously, fell no lowiitr T\i<iK?\ito'^-t\a.'w! 
Bamo of the Bay of God's Mercy \ia.B >>cc». gweiiia ftia 
spot oa. the eharta by Capt, Lyon. 
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Proceeding onirard up the Welcome, they enconntered, 
about a fortnictt later, another fearful storm. On the 
12tli of Soptoinber, when off the entrance of Wager Inlet, 
it blew so hard for two days, that on the 13th the ship 
was driven, from her aocliora, and carried away by the 
fury of the gale, with every proapect of beinff momentarily 
dashed to yiocea ngainst any hidden rock; crat the same 
good Providence \mich had so recently befriended them, 
again stood their protector. On consulting with his 
officers, it was unanunoualy resolved, that iu the crippled 
Htale of the ship, without any anchor, and with her com- 
pasEOB worse than naeless, it would bemadnesH to continue 
the voyage, and the ship's course was therefore shaped for 
England. 

I may observe, that the old Griper is now laid up as a 
!iult in Chichester Harbour, furnishing a residenco and 
dop6t for the coast guard station. 

Paekt's Thibd Votaob. 

In the spring of 1824 the Admiralty determined to ^ve 
■Capt. Parrv another opportunity of carrying out the great 
problem which had bo lonp been flooght after, of a north- 
west passHco to the Pacific, and so generally esteemed 
was this gdlant commander that he had but to hoist bis 
pennant, when fearless of all danger, and in a noble spirit 
of emulation, his former associates rallied around him. 

Tlie same two ships were employed as before, but Parry 
now selected tlie Mecla for his pemiant. The staff of 
officers and men was as follows : — 



Captain— W. E. Pa^. 

Lieutenants — J. L. Wynn, Joseph Sherer, and Henry 

I -^ Surgeon — Samuel Neill, M.D. 

^^tTorser— W. H. Hooper. 

^^^E '.Assistant- Surgeon — W. Bowland. 

^^^■'Hidshipmen — J. Bnmton, F.B. M.Crozier, CEIchords, 

^^P and H. IN". Hoad. 

^^^^ (Greenland Pilots — J. Allison, master ; and. G. Cham- 

^^^V pion, mate. 

^^^B:49 Petty Officers, Seamen, and Marines. 



Total com^AemeTA, ? 



Bo vsoatasaa op abotio dibcotsrt, 

Furi/. 
Commander— H. P. Hoppner. 
Lientenants — H. T. Aiutin and J. C. Kobe. 
Surgeon — A. M'Laren. 
Purser — J. Halae, 
Assistant- Surgeon — T. Bell. 
Midshipmen— B. Weatropp, C. C. Waller, and E. Biii 
Clerk— W. Mo^g. 
Greenlind Pilots — G. Crawford, maater ; T, Donaldson, 



I 



48 Petty Officers, Seamen, and Marines. 
Total complement, 60. 

The William Sicrris, transport, waa commissioned to 
accompany the ships to the ice with prorisions. Among 
the promotions made, it will be aeea, were Lieut. Hoppner 
to the rank of Commander, and second in command ot tha 
expedition. Messrs. ,T. Sheror and J. C. Boss to he Lieu- 
tenants, and J. Halse to he Purser. The attempt on this 
occasion was to he made by Lancaster Sound tlirougli 
Barrow's Strait to Prince Eegent Inlet. The shipB 
sailed on the 19th of May, 1824, and a month aftcrwarda 
fell in with the body of the ice in lat. 60S°. After trans- 
shipping tie stores to the two vesaels, and sending home 
the transport, ahont the middle of Julv they were close 
beset wili the ice in Baffin's Bay, ana " from this time 
(saja Parry) the ohatructions from the quantity, magni- 
tude, and closeness of the ice, were sucii aa to keep onr 
people almost constantly employed in heating, warping^ 
or sawing throogh it ; and yet with so little success that, 
at the close of July, we had only penetrated seventy miles 
to the westward." After eneountoriug a severe gale oa 
the Ist of August, by which masses of overlaying iee were 
driven one upon the other, the Secla was laid on her 
broadside hy a strain, whieli Parry says must inevitably 
hare cniahed a veHsel of ordinary strength ; they got clear 
of the chief obstructions hy the first week in September. 
During the whole of August they had not one day suffi- 
ciently free from rain, snow, or sleet, to be able to air the 
bedding of the slup'a company. 

They entered Lancaster Sound on the 10th of Sep- 
tember, and with the exception of a solitary berg or two 
found it dear of ioe. A few days after they, however, fell 
in mtb the young ice, which increoisiaf; infi^ 'm.ftii'iJtaBsa, 
the ships beeaxae beset, and bytlie cmten.'^'w'SmAi.M^tte 
the east at the rate of three miles aa^w;,*"^'^^"^^'**"^ 
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drifted back to the eastward of Aduiirnlly JnJet, and on 
the 23rd ttey found. theniBolTCB again off Wollnatoa 
Island, at the entrance of Navy Board Inlet. 5y perse- 
Teranee, howeTer, and the aid of a strong easterly breeze, 
they once more managed to recover tlieir lost ground, and 
on the 27th reached the entrance of Port Bowen on the 
eastern ahore of Prince Eegent Inlet, and here Parry 
resolved upon wintering; thia making the fourth winter 
this enferpriaing commander had passed in th^'ae inhoa- 
pitahle seas. 

The usual laboriona proceea of cutting canaJa had to be 
resorted to, in order to get the Bhipa near to the shore in 
secure and aheitered sitnationa. Parry thus describes the 
dreaj^ monotonona character of an Arctic winter : — 

" It is hard to conceive any one thing more hke another 
than two winters passed in tie higher latitudes of the 
Poliir regions, except when variety happens to be afforded 
bv intercourse with some other branch of the whole family 
of man. Winter after winter, nature here assumes an 
aspect so much alike, that cursory observation can scarcely 
detect a single feature of variety. The winter of more 
temperate climates, and even in some of no slight severity, 
is occaaionally diversified by a tiaw, which at once gives 
variety and comparative chcerfblness to the prospect:. Bnt 
here, when once the earth is covered, all is dreary mono- 
tonons whiteness, not merely for days or weeks, but for 
more than half a year together. Whichever way the eye 
is turned, it meets a picture calculated to unpress npon 
the mind an idea of inanimate stillness, of that motionleaa 
torpor with which our feelings Lave nothing congenial ; of 
anything, in short, but life. In the very silence there ia 
ft cieadnesa with which a human spectator appears out qf' 
i^epinff. The presence of man seems an intrusion on the 
dreary solitude of thia wintry desert, which even its native 
■nimals have for awhile forsaken." 

During this year Parry tolls us the thermometer re- 
mained below zero 131 days, and did not rise above that 
point till the 11th of April. The aun, which had been 
absent from their view 121 days, again blessed the crews 
with his rays on the 22nd oi Pebniary. During this 
long imprisonment, schools, scientific observations, walk- 
ing parties, fie., were resorted to, but "our former 
amusements," saj^s Parry, " being almost worn threadbare, 
it required some ingenuity to de^iae kk^ ■^sm.'CvA^ fers^Si, 
possess the charm of novelty to Te,iioTnTtveTi6.'*." ^"'*'*^^'^^'^ 
idea was, iowever, bit upon by Co-mso.8.^S.«i ^'^'?^'^i^ ' ,j^^ 
whose Bugg-estion a monthly bal mosqufe ■«*». VcXft-^ ^'^ 
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preat diversion of both officers and men. to ihe nnmber of 
120. The popular fommttndfr entt'red eaily into 
their recreations, and thus speaks of these Polar mafr 
querndes : — 

" It is impOBBible that any idea could havo proved more 
iBppy, or more exnctiy suited to our situation, AdmiraWy 
dresaed eharactcrB ol vBiiona deBcriptions readily totjt 
their parts, and many of these were supported witiii b 
degree of spirit and genuine good humour wlach would 
not have diBgmced a more refiued Rsaemblyi while the 
latter might not have been diflgraced by copymK the good 
order, decorum, and inoffensive cheerfidnesa which our 
hnsible maaqueradee presented. It does especial credit 
to the dwpoBitions and good wnso of our men, that tJiong^ 
aU the offlcera entered fully into the spirit of these amnse- 
ments, which took place once a month alternately on board 
of each ship, no insCauee occurred of anything that oould 
interfere with the regular discipline, or at all weakeTi the 
respect of the men towards tlieir superiorfl. Ours were 
masquerades without licentiousneaa — carnivals without 

Exploring parties were sent out in several directions. 
Commonder Hoppner and his party went inland, aud after 
a fortnight's fatifruing journey over a moontainous, barren, 
and desolate country, where precipitous ravines BOO feet 
deepobHtructcdthetrpasaaee, travelled a degree and three- 
quarters — to the latitude of 73° 19' — but saw no appear- 
ance of aea from thence. 

Lieutenant Sherer with four men proceeded to the 
southward, and made a careful survey of the coast as far 
as 72ri°, but had not provisions sufficient to go round Cape 
Eater, the southemmost point observed in tbeir former 

Lieutenant J. C. Boss, with a similar party, travelled to 
the northward, along the coast of the Inlet, and from the 
billB about Cape York, observed that the sea was perfectly 
■"""n and free from ice at the distance of twenty-two miles 
Q the ships. 

Jter an unprisonment of about ten montliSj by great 
..-Brtions the shipB were got clear from the iee, and on the 
"SOth of July, 1825, upon the separation of the floe aeroaa 
the harbour, towed out to aea. Parry then made for tha 
trestem shore of the Inlet, being desirous of ciLamiriing 
tiie coast of North Somerset lor any ehaanel that might 
occur, a probability which later diBCcr? erleft in. V\iB.\, i^iMrtHt 
iere proved to be without fouiida,t.ion. OaVac 'iA'Cn.-N^uea. 
trei/ in Trith the westem shore.th-O IIecla,mB?AaolOTer| 
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eiertion, wm beset by flouting iee, nnd after breaking two 
large ico anchors in endeavouring to heave in akore, was 
obDged to pivo np the effort and drift with tho ice until 
the doth. On the foUovrin^ day, a heavy gale came on, 
in which tlie Hecla earriea owoy three LawBcrs, while 
the Fury vaa driven on shore, but was hove off at high 
water. Both ships were now drifted by tho body of the 
ico down thelnlel, and t«ok the ground, the i'Wy being go 
nipped and straLocd that she leaked a great deal, and loiir 
pnmps kept constantly at work did cot ki'ep her dear of 
water. They were floated ofi' at high water, but, hkte oa 
the 2nd of August, tbehu^cioaBHeB of ice once more forced 
thi! Eiiry on shore, and tho Mecla narrowly eacaped. On 
examining her and getting her ofi', it was found tluit she 
must be hove down and repaired; a bBsin was thereforB 
formed for her reception and completed by the 16th, a 
mile further to the southward, within throe iceberga 
grounded, where there were three or four fathoms of 
water. Into this baiin she waa l^en on tho 18th, and her 
stores and provisions being removed, the was hove down, 
hut a gale of wind coming on and destroying the masBea 
of ice which flheit«red her, it became necessary t« re-em- 
bark the stores, &c., and oace more put to eea; but tho 
iinfortuaate vessel had hardly got out of her harbour 
before, on the Slst, she was again driven on shore. After 
a careful survey and eiamination. it waa found necessarj 
to abandon her : Parry's opinion being thns expresEed — 
"Every endeavour of ours to get her ofi', or if got ofi', to 
float her to nay known plao-e of saftty, would be at once 
utterly hopeless in itself, and productive of extreme risk to 
onr remaining ship." 

The loss of this ship, and the crowded state of the 
remnining vessel, made it impossible to think of continuing' 
the voyai^e for the purpoees of discovery. 

" The mceasant labour, the constant state of anxiety, 
and the frequent and imminent danger into which the but* 
viving ship was thrown, in the attempts to save her com- 
rade, which were continued for twenty .five days, destroyed 
every reasonable expectation hitherU) cherished of the 
ultimate acoompiislunent of this object." 

Taking advantage of a northerly wind, on the 27th tho 
Secla stretched across the Inlet for the eastern coast, 
meeting with little obstruction from the ice, and anchored 
in Neill's Harbour, a short distance to ttiB wTOS]ii^KtSj.tA 
their winter quarters. Port Bowea, ■w'^cto *So-«> ^i^"i ""'** 
^trendy for croBsinE the Mlantic, , „,,_. 
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ing Barrow's Striiit on the lat of September, found it 
perfectly claar of ice. In Lancaster Sound a very larf^ 
mimbet of berga were seen ; but tiey found an open sea 
in Baffin's Bay, till, on the 7th of September, when in lati- 
tude 72" 30', they came to the morula of the ioe, and soon 
entered a clear channel on its eastem aide. From thirty 
to fortf lorse icebei^, not less tkan 200 feet in height. 

On the 12tii of October, Captain Parry landed at Peter- 
head, and the Hecla arrived at Sheerucas on the 20th. 
Bat one man died during this voyage — John Pago, a eea- 
man of the Fury — who cSed of scurvy, in Neill'a Harbour, 
on the 29th of August. 

This voyage cannot but be considered the moat unauo- 
oessfol of the three made by Parry, whether a» regards 
the information gleaned on the subject of a north-west 
passage or the extension of our store of eeographical or 
Bcientifie knowledge. The ahorea of this liiet were more 
naked, barren, and desolate than even Melville Island. 
With the exception of aomo linndreda of white whales. 
Been sporting about the moat aoutbemmoBt part of the Inlet 
that was visited, few other species of animals were seen. 

" We hftve BCorcely," saya Parry, " ever viaited a coast 
on -whicli so little of animal life ocoura. For days to- 
gether only one or two aeala, a aicgle sea-horse, ftnd now 
and then a flock of ducks were seen." 

He atill clinga to the accompliahment of the great 
object of a north-west passage. At page 184 of his official 
narrative, he aaya — 

" I foe! confident that the undertaking, if it be deemed 
advisable at any future time to purane it, will one day or 
Other be accomplished; for — setting aside the accidents to 
which, from tlieir very nature, such attempts muat be 
liable, aa weE as other unfavourable circumatancea which 
human foresight can never guard against, or human power 
control — I cannot but believe it to be an cntorpriBe well 
'"un the reaaonable limits of practicability. It may be 
d often and fail, for several favourable and fortunate 

.umstances muat be combined for ita accomplishment ; 
. b 1 believe, nnvcrtheless, that it will ultunately ba 
■ccompliahed." 

" I am much miatatcn, indeed," he adds, " if the nortli- 

west passage ever becomea the buaincsa of asingle summer; 

naf, I beliero that nothing but b, concurrence of very 

Avoarablo circumatancea is Like\y ovcc to loa^e aam.^* 

■wiueGf ia the ice sufScient for ita accota^'^aVmCTi't- "SiA 

there hno argument against the poasibV^tj ol&iiBi.to.wi«aa- 
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for we now know that a winter in tte ice may be passed 
not only in safety but in health and oomfort." 

Nob one winter alone, but two and three have bees 
passed with health, and safety in these seas, under a wise 
and eareiul conunander. 

Fbaukliit'b Sbcond Expedition, 1825-26. 

I7nS:1i;nT£d by the hardships and snSerings he had 
encountered in his previous travela, with a noble spirit of 
ardoui' and enthusiasm, Captain Trankhn determined to 
proBecute the chain of his former diseoveripB from the 
Coppermine river to the most western point of the 
Arctic regions. A sea expedition, under the command of 
Captain Beechey, was at the same time sent round Cape 
Horn to Behriag'e Straits, to co-operate with Parry and 
Prankhn, so as to furnish provisions to the former, and 
B conveyance home to the latter. 

Captain Franthn's offer was therefore accepted by the 
government, and leaving Iiiverpoo! in February, 1 835, he 
arrived at New York about the middle of March. Ihe 
officers under hia orders were his old and tried companions 
and fellow sufferers in the former journey — Dr. Kohard- 
aon and Lieutenant Back, with Mr. E. W. Kendal, a mat* 
in the navy, who had been out in the Griper with Capt. 
lyou, and Mr. T. Dmmmond, a, naturalist. Four boafa, 
specially prepared for the purposes of the expedition, were 
Bent out by the Hndsoa'a Bay Company's ship. 

In July, 1825, the party arrivea at Fort Chipewyan. 
It is unneoeasaiy to go over the ground and follow tiem 
in their northern journey ; sufGce it to aay, they reached 
Great Bear Lake in aalety, and erected a winter dwelling 
on its western shore, to which the name of Fort Franklin 
waa fjiveu. To Back and Mr. Dease, an oiBcer in the 
Hudson's Bay Company's service, were enti'uated the 
arrangements for their winter quarters. 

From here a small party set out with Franklin down the 
Mackenzie to esamine the state of the Polar Sea. On the 
6th ot September they got back to their companions, and 
prepared to pass the long winter of seven or eight months. 

^On the 2Sth of June, 1826. the season beinc sufficiently 
.s oompleted, the whole 



ccd, and all their preparatio; 

Sot away in four boata to d( 
arSea. Where the river b 

diDDnels, the party separatei on file Sti t>l S^i-i , ^■^j'^sa. 
Fruuklm find Lieutenaiit Back,WTt\its!o\)Q^'^aa-'^^'^°"™^*^?^ 
men, ha^mg with them tlie faiM\i'EB*¥)Siaaa.-s.w-'^^^™" 
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AnpistuB, who had been with them on tlio former OxpoA* 
tion, proceeded to the westward, wliilo Dr. Bichnrdaon 
and Mr. Kendal in the other two boats, having ton mea 
nnder their conunand, set out in an easterly direotiob toi 
Beareh tlia Coppennme rirer. 

Franklin ttrnved at tlio mouth of tlio Maekcnzie on the 
7th of July, where he enconntcred a large tribe of Sercij 
EBquimani, who pillancd his bostB, and it wua only by- 
great cantion, prudence, and forbearance, that the wholB 
party were not innsaacred. AfUir getting the boata afloat, 
and clear of these unpleasant rt^itore, iVanklin pursued 
ius enrrey, a most tedious and diflicalt one, 'or more thiin 
a month; he was only able to reach a point in latitude 
70° 24' H". longitude UQ" 37' W., to which Back's nam» 
was given ; and hero prudence obliued iiim to return, 
although, strangely enough, a, boat from the Blossom wa* 
waitinf; not 160 miles west of his position to meet with 
him. The estent of const surveyed was 374 miles. The 
return journey to Fort Franklin waa safely accompliahed, 
and they arrived at their house on the 21^1 of September, 
when they found Eichardson and Eendal liad returned oa 
the first of the month, baring accomplished a voyage of 
about 600 miles, or 902 by the eoost line, between the 
4th of July and tho 8th of August. They bad puahed 
forward beyond tho strait named after their boats th» 
Dolphin anil Union. 

In ascending tho Coppermine, they had to abandon, 
their boats and carry their provisionB and bagyage. 

Having passed another wjntor at Fort Frauklin, aa eooSL 
as the season broke up tlie Canadians were dismissed, and 
tho party returned to England. 

The cold experienced in the last winter was intense, 
the thermometer standing at one time at 68° below 
lero, but having now plenty of food, a weather-tichb 
dwelling, and jjood health, they paBsed it cheerfully. 
Dr. Bichardson gave a course of lectures on practjcal 
geology, and Mr. Druramond furnished information on 
natural history. During the winter, in a solitary hut oa 
the Eocky Mountains, he managed to collect 200epecimej» 
of birds, animals, Ac, and more tiian IGCO of plants. 

When Captain Franklin left England to proceed otx 
t&is expedition he had to undergo a severe stniggle 
between the feelings of affection and a sense of duty. 
Hia wife (he has been married twice) was then lying at 
the point of death, and indeed diei ike iaj ii,&,i«\iE\f& 
EDgland. But with heroic ibrtaixde ako -aiftci \aa ic^oi- 
tare at the rerj day appointed, en.V.iea'i^ms, oBft, w ™t 
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valued hor peace and his own glory, not to delny a 
moment on her acflount. His feelings, therefore, muy he 
inferred, but not deacribed. when he had to elevate on 
Ganj Island a Bilk flag which nhe lutd made iind ^ren 
bmi Hg a parting gift, with the inBtraetion timt he ivaa 
only to bout it on reachinf; the Folar Sea. 

Bbechey's Totage.— 1826-29. 

H.M. SLOOP Blossom, 26, Captain F.W.Beechey. aoiled 
from Spithead on the 19th of May,lB25.nnd her inBtni ' 
directed her, after Burreying some of the islands i 
Pacifie, to be in Behrine's Straits by the Bumni 
antunm of 1826, and contrngentiy in that of 1827. 

It ia foreign, to ray purpose here to allude to those 
parts of her royage anterior to her arrival ia the Straits. 

On the 28th of June the Slottom came to an anchor off 
the town of Petropolowski, where she fell in with the 
Russian ship of war MoJesU, under the command of 
Boron Wrangel. bo well known for his enterprise in the 
hazardous expedition by sledees over the ico to the north- 
ward of Cape Shelatakoi, or Errinos. 

Captain Beechey here found deBpatches informing hir n 
of the return of Parry's eipedition. Being bespt by 
cnrrenta and other difflcnlties, it waa not (ill the &tli of 
July that the Blosiom got elear of the harbour, and made 
the heat of her way to Kotzebue Sound, reaching the 
appointed rendezvous at Chamiao Island on the 25th. 
After landing and burying a barrel of flour upon Pnfihi 
Itock, the most unfrequented spot about the island, the 
Blotsom occupied the time in aurveying and examining 
the neighbouring coasta to the north east. On the 30th 
she took her departure from the island, erecting posts or 
land-marke, and burying despatches at Capo £ruscn)'tem, 
near a cape which he named after Franklin, near Icy Cape. 

The ship returned to the rendezvous on the evening of 
the 28th of August. The barrel of flour had been dog 
op. and appropriated by the natives. ' 

On the first visit of one of these parties, they con- 
strnc(^?d a chart of the cosBt upon the sand, of which, 
however, Captaii Beechey at first took very little notice. 
"They, howsrer, renewed their labour, and performed 
their work npon the sandy beach in a very ingenious and 
intelligible manner. The coast line was tt».\.Tim.^fefi.^s^ 
with s Bdck, and the distances rcpia'sfii Ni'^ ^^ ^k^"* 
journey. The hills and raTic^a of TCiomAi-ii^* 'scve ■^'^"^ 
abowa by efevations of Band or atoixe, a»^ ^'^ ^s>5isi-'i» 
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repreBented by heaps of pebbles, their proportions being 
duly atteaded to. Ab the work riroteeded some of the 
bystanders occasionally ang^est^d alterations, and Ob- 
tain Beeohey moved one of the Diomedo Islands, whim 
waa misplaced. This waa at first objected to by the 
hvdrographcr, but one of the party recolluctiiig that the 
islandB were seen i» one from Cape Prince of "WbIbb, 
confirmed its new position and made the mistake quite 
evident to the others, who were much surprised that 
Captain Beechey should have any knotrledfue of the 
subjeet. When the mountains and islands were erected, 
the villages and fis lung-stations were marked by a numbec 
of sticks placed uprirfit, in imitation of those which an 
put up on the coast wherever these people iii their abode. 
In time, a complete hydrographical plan was drawn from 
Cape Derby to Cape Kruse 



This ingenuity and accuracy of description on the part 
of t^ Esquimaux is worthy of particular remark, and has 
been verified by almost all the Aretie explorers. 



imder charge of Mr. Elson, i _ 

and long. 156° 2V 30" W., when she was stopped by the 
ico which waa attached to the shore. The farthest toneus 
of land they reached, waa named Point Barrow, and is 
about 126 miles north-east of ley Cape, being only about 
150 or 160 miles from Franklin's discoveries west of tha 

The wind suddenly ehangingto south-west, the compact 
body of ice began to drift with the current to the north- 
east at the rate of 3^ miles an hour, aud Mi'. Klaon, fin fling 
it difficult to avoid large floating masses of ice, was obliged 
to come to an anchor to prevent being driven back. "ItwaB 
not long before he was so closely beset in the ice, thatno clear 
-wat«r could be seen in any direction from the hills, aud H>& 
icecontinuing to preasagamst the Bhore.hia vessel was driven 
npon the beach, aud there left upon her broadside in a 
most helpless condition ; and to add to Mb obeerleas proa> 
pact, the disposition of the natives, whom he found to 
mcrease in numbers as he advanced b) the northward, waa 
of a very doubtful character. At Point Barron', where 
they were very nnmerous, thoir overbe^ing bohavionr. 
and the thefts they openly practised, left no donbt of what 
would be the fate of his little crew, in the event of their 
falling into their power. They were in this dilemma 
seweral days, during whicli every eudea-JcnH ■vsaa -maia \« 
eifricate the. vessel but without effect, anilfi.T.'EisQiieOT.. 
teuiplated eintinjr her secretly in a \a:K.6 ftiat^BAnciM.^ft 
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pierent liBi- falling into tlie handa of the Eeqiiuaaoz, and 
then making his way along the coast in a baidar, which he 
had no doubt he should De able to porchafa from the 
natives. At length, howeTer, a. change of wind loosened 
the ice, and after liouBiderabie labour and trial, in which 
the personal strength of the oiEcera was united to that of 
the seamen, Mr. Elaon, with his shipmates, fortunately 
Bucneeded in effecting their escape. 

Captain Beechey waa very ansjous to remain in Kotzebue 
Sound until the end of October, the period named in hia 
instructions, but the rapid approach of winter, the danger 
of being locked up, having only five weeks' provisioia 
lefl, and the nearest point at which he could replenish beine 
some 2000 miles distant, induced his officers to concur with 
him in the necessity of leaving at once. A barrel of flonr 
and other articles were buried on the sandy point of 
Ghamiso, for iPranklin, which it was hoped would escape 
the prying eyes of the natives. 

AJtor a cruise to California, the Sandwich Islands, Loo- 
choo, the Bonin Islands, &c., the Blossom returned to 
Chamiao Island on the 6th of July, 1827. They found 
the flour and despatches they had left the previous year 
unmolested. Lieut. Belcher was despatched in the barge 
to explore the coast to the northward, and the ship fol- 
lowed her a.s soon as the wind permitted. On the 9th of 
September, when standing in for lUo northern shore of 
Kotzebue Sound, the ship drifting with the current took 
the ground on a sand-bank near Hotham Inlet, but the 
winii moderating, as the tide rose she went off the shoal 
apparently without injury. 

After this narrow escape from shipwreck they beat up 
to Chamiso Island, which they reached on the 10th of 
September, Not finding the barge returned as espeoted, 
the coast waa scanuctC and a signal of distress found 
flying on the south-west point of Choria Fentnsula, and 
two men waving a white cloth to attract notice. On land- 
ing, it was found that this party were the crew of the 
barge, which had been wrecked in Kotzebue Sound, and 
three of the men were also lost. 

On the 29th a colhsion took place with the natives, 
which resulted in three of the seamen and four of the 
marines being wounded by arrows, and one of the natives 
killed by the return fire. 

Afterleaving advices for FranMinoa'ac^aTCi^Iaft "BlUiswim 
SaaUjleti CImmiao on the Sth. ot Oeto\j«. "^ a.\i5aja-a!^ 
Btroaff wind she ran between tUo \a,iiOL aoi B.*i.Qii^ '^■^ 
passagebad to be forced through. "bteaketaB.'t'Cwa^^aasBassni 
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danger of the ship's Btrlking. The Blossom then made tW 
beet of her way home, Iea4:^hing England in the £rst wnA 
ofOdtoher, 182S. 

PiEBY'a POTJETH, OE PoLAE VoTAGE, 1B27. 1 

Ih 1826, Capt. P&rry, nho had only returned fi 
last voyage m tJie close of the precedmg year, was mnoh 
struck by the snggeBtioiiB of Mr. Scoiesby, in a, p&per lead 
before the Woraeriaii Society, in which "he sketched oat 
tL plan for Teaoliiiig the higher latitades of the Polar Sea, 
north of Spitzbergeu, by means of sledge boats drawn 
over the smooth fields of ice which were tnown to prevail 
in those regions. Col. Bennfoy, P.H.S., had also suggested 
this idea some years previously. Comparing these witJi a. 
similar plan onginalJy proposed by Capt. Franklin, and 
*riiich was placed in hisTiaiids by Mr. Barroir, the Secre- 
tary of the Admiralty, Capt. Parry laid hia modiijed viewa 
of the feasibiiity of the project, and Ins willingneBB to 
undertake it, before Lord Melville, the Pirst Lord of the 
Admiralty, who after consulting with tJie President and 
Conncil of the Eoysl Society, was pleased to sanetion the 
attempt ; accordingly, his old ship, the ffecla, was fitted 
out for the voyage to Spitzbergen, the following offioera (^ 
of whom had been with Parry before,) and crew benig 
appointed to her ; — 

^^ CaptBJn~W. E. Parry. 

^^K Lieutenants — J. C. Eobs, Henry Foster, 

^B E. J. Bird. P. It. M. Crozier. 

Purser — James Halse. 

Surgeon — C, J. Beverley. 

On the 4th of April, 1837, the outfit and preparations 
being completed, the Ihcla left the Nore for the coast 
of Norway, touelung at Haoimerfest, to embark ei^ht 
reindeer, and some moss (Cenomyce rtaigiferlha) sufficient 
for their support, the consumption being about 4 lbs. per 
day, bnt they can go without food several days, 
tremendous gale of win'd, e ' '" " > > 

Headland, and the quantity c 
was in cooBequencc beset, detained the voyagers for 
nearij a month, but on the 18th of June, a southerly wind 
dSspersing the ice, they droppeiaiic'BOTiii.a.cisve, ca.'Sna 
Jiocthera coast of Spitzbereen.wtoiiiB.-^teMeiw^'S.'** * 
secure harea, and to vtock t\ifi -QemB *A 'Cae wa? ■«« 
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giTen. On the 20t!i, the boats, trliifh had been, speeklly 
prepojed in England for this land of journey, were got out 
and made ready, andtheyJefttliG ehipon the22iidof JoBe. 
A description of these boats may not here be oat of plane. 

They were twenty feet long and seven broad, flat flocFred, 
like ferry boats, strengthened and made elastic by sheetB 
of felt between the planking, eorercd with waterproof 
canvnsB. A runner attached to eii«h side of the ke^, 
adapted them for easy draught on the iee after the mannfir 
of H sledge. They were also fitted with wheelB.tobe need 
if deemed expedient and Tisefiil, Two officers and twelve 
men were attached to each boat, and they were named 
the Enterprise and the Eitdearour. The weight of esch 
boat, including pravisiona and every requisite, was about 
' 3780 lbs. LieutB. Crozier and Foster were left on board, 
and Capt. Parry took with him in his boat Mr. Beverley, 
Surgeon, while Lieut, (no* Capt. Sir James) lloss, and 
Lieut, (now Commander) Bird, had ehai-ge of tho other. 

The reindeer and the wheels were given up as useless, 
owingtotheroughnatnreof theiee. ProTi8ioiiBfor71day8 
■were taken — the daily allowance per man on the journey 
being 10 OKS. biscuit, 9 oza. pemmican, 1 oz. sweetened 
cocoa powder (being enough to make a pint), and one gill 
of mm ; bat scanty provision in such a climate for men em- 
ployed on severe labour ; three ounces of tobacco were 
also served out to each per week. 

As fuel was too bulky to transport, apirita of wine were 
consumed, which answered all the purposes required, a pint 
twice a day being found sufficient to warm each vessel, 
when apphed to an iron boiler by a shallow lamp with 
seven wicks. Aft«r floating the boats for about eighty 
miles, they came to an unpleasant mixed surface of ice and 
water, here their toilsome journey commenced, the boats 
havbg to be laden and unladen several times accord- 
ing as they came to floes of ice or lanes of water, and they 
were drifted to the southward by the ice at the rate of four 
or five miles a day, Pm-ry found it more advantageoua 
to travel by night, the snow being then harder, ana the 
inconvenience of snow blindness being avoided, while the 
party eiijoyed greater warmth during the period of rest, 
and had better opportunitjea of drying their clothes by 
the sun. 

I cannot do better than cjuote Parry's graphic de-''ciij- 
tion of this novel course of piocee&iai-. — ■" 'vwN'^^'iv'i,^^ 
night, and aloepiug by day, bo cq^^b^A-j^ 'vtv-^et^fiSi. '*;.» 
^Rtural order of tkingB ttot it vsos &v'&c'Sl\. V> "S^"^^^ 
ourseJres of the reaUty. Even ^:■h.e oSatt--^T:'^ «y^a -^j^-^ . 



100 PR0GKE3S OF AHCTIC DISCOVERT. 

who were all fiimiahed with pocket chronometers, oould 
not always bear in mind at what part of the twen^-fonr 
hooTfl we had arrived ; and there were aeveral of the men 
who deokrod, and I helicTe truly, that they never knew 
night from day during the whole eiciiralon. 

" When we rose in the evening, we (wmunenced oiir day ' 
by prayera, after which wo took ofi our fur aleeping- 
dreHBcs and putoa clothes for travelling; tho former being 
made of camlet lined with racoon Hkin, and the latter of 
atrong blue cloth. We made a point of always putting on 
the aame stockings and boots for travelling in, whether 
they had been dried during the day or not, and I beheve 
it was only in five or aix instanceH at the most that they 
were not either still wet or hard frozen. This indeed waa 
of DO consequence, beyond the discomfort of first patting ' 
them on in this etate, as they were sure to he thoroughly 
wet in a quarter of aa hour after commencing our 
iourney ; whde, on the other hand, it was of vital 
miportanee to keep dry things for sleeping in. Being 
' ngged' for travelling, we breakfasted upon warm cocoa 
and biscuit, and after stowing the things in the boats, and 
on tie sledges, so as to aeoure them as much as possible 
from wet, wo eet off on our day's journey, and usually 
travelled four, five, or even sis hours, according to cir- 



In five days, notwithstanding their perseverance and 
continued journeys, they found, by observation at noon, 
on the 30th, that they had only made eight miles of direct 
northing. 

At Walden Island, one of the Seven islands, and Little 
Table Island, reserve supplies of provisions were deposited 
to fall hack upon in caae of necessity. 

lu halting early in the morning for the purposes of 
rest, the boats were hauled up on the largest piece of ice 
that ofiered the least chance of hreakmg uirough, or 
of coining in contact jvith other masses, the snow or wet 
was cleaned out and the sails rigged as awnings. " Eveiy 
man then immediately put on dry stockings and for 
boots, after which we set about the necessary repairs of 
boats, sledges, or clothes, and after serving the proviaiona 
for the succeeding day, we went to supper. Most of the 
officers and men then smoked their pipes, which served to 
dry the boats and awnings very much, and usu^ly raised 
the temperature of our lodginra 10° or 15°. Tnia part 
of the twenty-four honrs was mWn, a tnae, Kaiftie ™&^ 
one, of real enjoyment to iw ■, tke mfim \«Ai "Caea ».t)Y«*, 
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and fought all their battlea o'er again, and the laboura of 
the day, imBUMeBaful aa they too often were, were for- 
gotten. A regular watch waa set during our resting time 
to look out for bears, or for the ice brealriiig up round 
ns, as well as to attend to the drying of tho clothes, each 
man alternately taking this duty for one hour. We then 
concluded our day with^prayers, and haying put on our 
fur dreasea, lay down to sleep with a degree of comfort 
■which perhaps few persons would imagine possible nnder 
Buch cireumatancBa, our chief inconvenienee being, that 
we were somewhat pinched for room, and therefore 
obliged to stow rather closer than waa quite agreeable." 

Thia close stowage may be imagined when it is remem- 
bered that thirteen persona had to sleep in a boat seven 
feet broad. After sleeping about aeven houra, they were 
rousod from their slnmbers bv tho sound of a bugle from 
the cook and watchman, which announced that their cocoa 
waa smoking hot, and invited them to brealdaat. 

Their progress waa of tho most tedious and toilsome 
character, heavy showers of tain rendering the ioe on many 
oceasions a maaa of " slush ;" on others there was from six 
to eighteen inches of snow lyingon the surface. Frequently 
the crew had to proceed on their hands and knees to 
secure a footing, and on one occasion they made such a 
snail-like progress that in two hours they only accom- 
plifihed 150 yards. On the 12th of July they had reached 
the latitude of 82° 14' 28". After five houra' nncBBBing 
labour on the 14th, the progress was but a mile and a half 
due north, though from three to four miles had been 
traveraed, and ten at least walked, having made three 
journeys a great part of the way ; launched and hauled 
np the boats four timea, and dragged them over twenty- 
five aeparate pieces of ice. On the 18th, after eleven 
hours of actual labour, requiring for the moat part the 
exertion of the whole strength of the party, they had 
travelled over a space not exceeding four miles, of which 
only two were made good. 

But on halting on the morning of the 20th, having 
by ills reckoning accomplished six and a half miles 
in a K JT.W. direction, the distance traversed being ten 
miles and a half, Parry found to his mortification from 
obaervation at noon, that they were notjJi'e miles to the 
northward of their place at noon on the 17th, although 
they had certainly travelled twelve miles in that direction 

On the '2Ut a fioe of ice on -wWb. ftie-^ ^wAV,?!^^^*^ 
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boflta and aiedgea, broke with their weight, and all went 
through with several of the crew, who with the eleclge* 
were providentially saved. 

On the 23rd the farthest northerly point was reached, 
which was abont 83° 45'. 

At noon on the 26th, the weather being clear, tha 
meridian altitude of the sitn watf obtained, "by which," 
aays PaiTy, "we fonnd ota^eireg in latitude 82" 40" 23", 
so that atnoe our last observation (at midnight on the 
22nd) we had lost by drift no less than thirteen and a half 
miles, for we were now more than three miles to tho 
floutliward of that obBerration, though we had certainly 
travelled between ten and eleven diie north in this 
interval ! Again, we were but one mile to the north of 
onr plaee at noon on the 21st, though we had estimated 
our distance made good at twenty-threo miles." After 
encountering every species of Ettigtie and dishearteniag 
obstacles, io/ peril of their Uvea aJmoat every hour, Parry 
now beeame convinced that it was bopeleee to pursue the 
journey any further, and he could not even reach the 
eighty-third parallel ; for after thirty-five days of con- 
tinuous and most fatimmi^ drudgery, with half theif 
resources expended, ana the middle of the seaflon arrived, 
he found that the distance gained in their laboriona 
travelling was lost by the drtft and set of the ice withth» 
southerly current, during the period of rest. After 
planting their ensigns and pennants on the 26th^ and 
making it a day of rest, on the 27th the return to the 
southward was commenced. Nothing pnrtieular occurred. 
Lieutenant Itosa managed to bring down with his gun a 
fat she bear, which came to have a look at the boats, and 
after gormandizing on its flesh, an eiceiiB irbich may be 
eicuaed considering it was the first fresh meat they had 
tasted for many a day, some symptoms of indigestion 
nianifested themselves among the party. 

On the outward journey very httle of animal life 

was seen. A passing gull, a sohtary rotge, two Bcala, 

and a couple oi flies, were all that their eager eyes could 

detect Buton their return these beoaniemore numerous, 

. Cta. the 8th of August seven or eight narwhals were seen, 

t and not leas than 200 rotges, a flock of these little birds 

r oecurring in every hole of waliar. On the llti, in latitude 

81° 30', tke sea was found crowded with shrimps and 

otiier Bcs insects, on which numerous birds were feeding. 

On this day they took their last meal on ftvo Kea,\iwiM 

SArmiles A'siaatfrom TaUelalanAiWviii^wawrov^uAi^ 

'a Bfteen. days what liad taken ttiem -LtoV^-^^siee \o effietit 
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1 the 12th they arrived at 
liked o£F with the relay 
bread which had been deposited there. To an islet lyinff 
off Table Isluid, and the most northern known land 
upon the globe, Parry gave the name of Sohh, for "no 
individnfll," he obserrea, "could have exerted hinjaelf 
more strennoualy to rob it of this distinction." 

Putting to sea again, a storm obliged the boats to bear 
up for Walden Island. *' Everything belonging to t» 
(says Captain Parry) was now completely drenched by the 
Bpray and snow ; we had been fifty-sis hoars without rest, 
and forty-eight at work in the boats, ao that by the time 
they were unloaded we had barely strength left to haul 
them np on the rocks. However, bv dint of great exer- 
tion, we managed to get the boats above the sHrf ; after 
which a hot snpper, a blazing fire of drift (vood, and a 
few honrs quiet rest, restored us." 

They finally reached the ship on the 21st of August, 
after sixty-one days' absence. 

" The distance tiaveraed during this escnrsion was 589 
geographical miles ; hut allowing for the times we bad to 
return for our baggage daring the greater part of the 
journey over the ioe, we estimated onr actnaJ travelling 
at 978 geographical, or 1127 statute miles. Considering 
our constant exposure to wet, cold, and iatigue, our 
Btockincs having generally been drenched in snow-water 
for twelve hoars ont of every twenty-foor, I had great 
reason to be thankful Cbr the excellent health in which, 
upon the whole, we reached the ship. Tiiere is little 
donbt that we had all become in a certain degree gradually 
weaker for some time past; but only three u 



^ arty now required medical care — two of them with badty 
swelled legs and general debility, and the other fit>m a 
bruise, but even these three returned to their duty in a 
short time." 

In a letter from Sir W. E. Pairy to Sir John Barrow, 
dated November 25, 1845, he thus saggests some improve- 
ments on bis old plan of proceedingB : — 

" It is evident (he says) that the causes of failuro in our 
former attempt, in the year 1827, were principally two: 
first, and chiefly, the broken, rugged, and soft state of the 
ice over which we Iravelied ; and secondly, the drifting of 
tho whole body of ice in a southerly direction. 

" My amended plan is, to go oiit mtiv ».«aii^*^'«> 
Spif/iief^pn, j'uat as we did m i\ie Hecla,\svAiifAwi««^ 
in the season ; the object for t\iat ^e&t \>fe«i'i. ■??^*^-^ 
Sad secure winter quarters aa £&i fi.Qrt\i. »a w««**** 
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this purpose it wouJd only be necessary to rencb. Hakluyt's 
Headland by the end of June, wbicli would a£ford ample 
leisure for examiniog the more nortbem lands, eapecially 
about the Seven Islands, where, in all probability, a secure 
nook might be found for tJie ship, and o starting poiat for 
the propoaedespedition, some forty or fifty miles in advance 
of uie point where the Secla was before laid up. Hko 
winter might be necfully employed in various preparations 
for the journey, as well as in ma^etic, astronomical, and 
meteoriMogical observationa, of high interest in that lati- 
tude. I propose that the expedition should leave the ship 
in the course of the month of April, when the ice would 
present one hard and unbroken surface, over which, as I 
confidently believe, it would not be difficult to make good 
thirty miles per day, without any exposure to wet, and 
probably without snow blindness At this season, too, 
the ice would probably be stationary, and thus the two 
great difficulties whic5i we formerly had to encounter 
would be entirely obviated It might form a part of the 
plan to push out supplies prcvioualy, to the distance of 
100 miles, to be taken up on the way, bo as to commence 
the journey comparatively light ; and as the intention, 
wodd be to complete the enterprise in the course of tho 
month of May, before Miy disruption of the ice, or any 
material softening of the surface had taken place, similar 
supplies might be sent out to the siune distance, to meet 
the party on their return." 

The late Sir John Barrow, in bis last work, commenting 
on this, says, " With all deference to so distinguiahed a 
sea-officer, in possession of ao much espericnee as Sir 
Edward Parry, there are others who express dislike of 
such a plan ; and it is not improbable that many will be 
disposed to come to the conclusion, that so long as ihs 
Greenland Seas are hampered with ice, so long as fioes, 
and hummocks, and heavy rojisses, continue to be formed, 
so long aa a determined southerly current prevaUs, so long 
will any attempt to carry out the plan in question, in like 
manner fail. No laborious drudgery will ever be able to 
con^juer the opposing progress of the current and the ice. 
Besides, it can hajdTy be doubted, this gallant officer wiU 
admit, on further consideration, that this unusual kind of 
disgusting and unseamanlike labour, is not precisely such 
as would be relished by the men ; and it may be said, ia 
not exactly fitted for a British man-of-war's-man i more- 
over, that it required his own a\i.-^^etW. esaroi^io 'm 
Jnste it even tolerable." Sir 3o1m ttiete^QTO >iMa?,e?Sai. 
• aomewh&t different plan. Se T;ecommBa4ai'(Si>A'v.-«= 
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small BhipB should be sent in the early spring along tlie 
western coast ci' Spitsbergen, where uauaJly no impedi- 
meiit exiats, aa far up aa 80°. They Bhould take every oppor- 
tunity of proceeding directly to the north, wherem about 
82° Fairy has told ns the Inrgie fioes had disappeared, and 
the sea wna found to be loaded only with loose, discon- 
nected, small maaaee of ice, through which ships would 
find no dilficuity in Bailing, though totally unfit for boats 
'i^'geuiK ! '™<i as this looae ice was driftina to the south- 
ward, he further Bays, that before the midifle of ATiguat a 
ship might have sailed np to the latitude of 82", Smost 
without touching a piece of ice. It ia not then unreason- 
able to expect that beyond that paraBet, even aa far as the 
Pole itseh, the sea would be free of ice, during the six 
Bunimer months of perpetual snn, through each of the 
twenty-four hours ; which, with the aid of the current, 
would, in all probability, destroy and dissipate the Polar 

The distance from Hakluyt'a Headland to the Pole — is 
600 geographical miles. Granting the Bhips to make only 
twenty miles in twenty-four hours, (on the sopposition of 
much sailing ice to go through,) even in that caae it would 
require hut a month to enable the explorer to put his foot 
on the pivot or point of the asia on which the globe of the 
earth turns, remain there a month, if neceBsary, to obtain 
the sought-for information, and then, with asoutheriy cur- 
rent, a fortnight, probably less, would bring him hack to 
Spitzbergen. — Barrow's Voyages of Discovery, p. 316. 

In a notice in the Quarterly Review of this, one of the 
most singular and perilous journeys of its kind ever undet- 
taki'n. e:!cept perhaps that of Baron Wrangell upon a 
simiiap enterprise to the northward of Behring's Straits, it 
is observed, — " Let but any one conceive for a moment 
the situation of two open boata, laden with seventy days' 
proviaiona and clothing for twenty-eight men, in the midst 
of n sea covered nearly with detached masses and floes of 
ice, over which theBe boats were to be dragged, Bometimes 
up one side of a rugged mass, and down the other, some- 
' times across the lanes of water that separate them, fre- 
quently over a surface covered with deep anow, or through 
pools of water. Let him bear in mind, that themcnhad little 
or no chance of any other supply of provisions than that 
which they carried with them, calculated as just sufficient 
to austain life, and consider whati tkevi wto>m.^\a& -n's^A. 
bare beeifin the event, by no mea'OB kq. ^AK^'Jo^^a; '^^ 
of loeins any part of their scanty rYocY. \^'^ «o-"^ I'^^JS 
to jmagme to himself a eit-uatioTi o? fta» V>»*.. «»»- ^^ ^^ 
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still liare but a, taint idea of the eiertioaa which th? mea 
under Capt. Parry hod to make, and the Bufferings and 
privations they had to nndergo." 

Capt. Pamy haviag thus completed his fifth voyage into 
the Arctic regions, in fonr of whicli lie commanded, and 
was second in the other, it may here be deairabie to give 
a recapitulation of liia serricea. 

In 1318 he was appointed lieutenant, commanding the 
Alexander, hired slup, as second offieer with his uncle. 
Commander John Itosa. In 1S19, still as Lieutenant, he 
was appointed to command the Secla, and to take charga 
of the second Arctic espodition, on. which serrico he was 
employed two years. On the 14th of November, 1820, he 
was promoted to the rank of Commander. 

On the 19th of December, 1820, the Bedfordean Gold 
Medal of the Bath and West of England Society for the 
Enconra^ment of Arts, Manufactures, and Commerce, 
was unanimously voted to him. On the 30th of December 
of that year, he was appointed to the Fary, with orders to 
take command of the expedition to the Arctic Sea. With 
the sum of 600 guineas subscribed for the purpose, " the 
Explorer of the Polar Sea " was afterwards preaented 
with a silver Taae, highly embellished with devices emble- 
matic of the Arctic voyages. And on the 24th of March, 
1S21, the cttj of Bath presented its ireedom to Captain 
Parry, in a box of oak highly and appropriately orna- 
mented. On the 8th of November, 1821, he obtained hia 
post-captain'a rank. On the 22nd of November, 1833, he 
was presented with the freedom of the city of Winchester ; 
and, on the lat of December, was appointed actine- 
hydjwgrapher to the Admiralty in the place of Capt. Hind, 
deceased. In 1831 he was appointed to the Mecla, to 
proceed on another exploring voyi^e. 

On the 32nd of November, 1835, Capt. Parry was for- 
mally appointed hydrographer to the Admiralty, which 
office he continued to hold until the 10th of November, 
182fi. 

In December, 1825, he woa voted the ireedom of the 
borongh of Lynn, in testimony of the high sense enter- 
tained by the corporatioa of bis meritoriuus and enter- 
prising conduct. • 

In April, 1H37, ho once more took the command of his 
old ship, the Heela, for another voyage of discovery 
towards the North Pole. On his return in the close of 
the year, having paid off the ffccla at Deptfifrd, he re- 
anmed on the 2nd of November his duties as hydrographeB 
f-0 the Admiraltr, which office he held viaiiX the 13tV of 
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ilay, 1S29, Having recBived the honour of kniglithooil, 
he thea resigned in ft,v<mr o£ the present Admiral Bea«- 
ibrt, and, obtaining permiBBion from the Admiraltf, pro- 
ceeded to IS'ew Soimi Wales ee S-esident CommieeioQer 
to the Anatraliaa Ajjricultiiral Company, taking charge 
of their receutlj acqiured large territory in the neighbour- 
]iood of Port Stephen. Ha returned from Anatralia in 
1834. Prom the 7th of March, 1S35. to the 3rd of JTeb- 
nuiry, 1336, hs acted as Poor Law ComimBsioiier in Nor- 
folt. iEacIy in 1837, he wb£ appointed to organiie the 
Mail Packet Service then transterred to the Admiralty, 
and afterwarda, in April, was appointed Comptroller of 
Steam Macbiaery to me Savy, whiph office he continued 
) hold up to December, 1816. From that period to 



ident of the Soyal NaTal Hospital at Has 
Captain John Boas's Sbconb Votabe, Isag-Sff. 



lNtheyearlS29<Capt. Soaa, the pioneer of Arctic explora- 
tion in the 19th eeatury, being anxious once more to display 
his zt'alandenterpriaeaawellaa to retrievehiBnautical repu- 
tation from those unfortunate blunders and mistakes nhioh 
had attached to his first voyafjc, and thus remove the 
cloud which had for nearly t-en years hung over his pro- 
fesaiounl character, endeavoured « ituout eSect to induce 
the Government to send him out to the Polar Seas is 
charge of another espedition. The Boacd of Admiralty of 
that day, in the spirit of retrenchment which pervaded their 
councils, were, however, not disposed to recommend any 
further grant for research, even the Board of Longitude 
was abolished, and tJio boon of 20,000^. oflered by Act of 
Parhament for the promotion of Arctic diieovery, also 
withdratm by a repeal of the act. 

Captain !Rosb, however, undaunted by the chilling inclif- 
ference thus manifested towards his proposals by the Ad- 
miralty, still persevered, having devoted 3(XX)i. out of 
Ids own fiinds towards the prosecution of the object 
be had in view. He was fortunate enough to meet with 
a public-apirited and affluent coadjutor and supporter 
in the late Su- Felii Booth, the eminent diBldler, and 
that gentleman nobly contributed 17,000i. towards the 
expenses. Captiun Hoss thereupon set to work, and 
purchased a smiiU Liverpool steamer named the Viclory, 
whose tonnage he increased to 150 tons. She was pro- 
visioned for three years. Capt. Boss chose for his seccnd 
in command his nephew, Comiiutad<ec 3Mn£a%nf%,'^'^'a''M^ 
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been vith. him on hb first Arctic espedition, and Iiad Bub> 
Bequently aeeompanied Parry i« alt Ilia voyages. Ilic 
other officers of the vessel were— Mr. Wm. Thom, purser ; 
Mr. George M'Diamiid, aurgeon; Thomas Bknky, Thoa. 
Abemethy, and George Taylor, as lat, 2nd, and 3ril mat*B; 
Alexander Brnntoa and Allan Macinnes as Ist and 2nd 
engineers ; and nineteen petty officers and seamen ; making 
a complement in all of SS men. 

The Admiralty furnished towards the pnrnosea of the 
expedition a decked boat of sixteen tons, called the Kra- 
tentiem, sad tn'o boats which had been used by "F ranttlin, 
tfiik a stock of books and instruments. 

The vessel being reported ready for sea wsa viaited and 
examined by the iate King of the French, the Lords of 
the Adminuty, and other parties taking an interest in the 
expedition, and set sail from Woolwich on the 23rd of 
May, 1S29. For all practical purposes the steam machinery, 
on which the commander had greatly relied, was found 
on trial utterly naeless. 

Having received much damage to her spars, in a severe 

fale, the ship put in to the Danish settlement of Holstein.' 
erg, ontheGreenlandcoast, to refit,and sailed again to the 
northward on the 26th of June. They found a clear sea, 
and even in the middle of Lancaster Sound and Barrow's 
Strait percuived no traces of ice or snow, except what ap- 

f eared on the lofty sunmiitB of some of the mountaina. 
'he thermometer stood at 40°, and the weather was so 
mild that the officers dined in the cabin without a fire, 
with the skyltglit partially open. On the 10th of August 
they passed Cape York, and thence crossed over into ae- 
gent Inlet, making the western coast between Seppngs' 
and Elwin Bay on the 16th. 

They here fell in with those formidable etreams, 
packs, and fioating bergs of ice which had offered 
such obstructions to Parry's ships. From their prori- 
mi^ to the magnetic pole, their compasses became 
nBeleaa aa thev proceeded southward. On the 13th 
they reached the spot where the Puiy was abandoned, 
but no remnants of the vessel were to be seen. All 
her sails, stores, and provisions, on land, were, however, 
found; the hermeticaliy- sealed tin canisters having kept 
the provisions from the attacks of bears ; and the flour, 
bread, wine, spirits, sugar, &,c,, proved as good, after 
being here four years, as on tlio firat day ttey wera 

paaked. This store formed a very aeaaomAiXe ft&SMum. 

wiiiob was freely made avaJlai\>\e,B.-n46.feT\3MiTBBavtt?,ft»Ba 
»took to two years and tea moattis' aa^-gX? . ft«^ ■■'^ «*^ 
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n large quantity for the wants of any future eiplorera. Oa 
the IStti, croBsmg CreBsireil Bay, they reached Ca^ 
Garry, the farthest point which had been seou by Parry. 
Thoy were hero nindi inconvenienced and delayed by foga 
and floating ice. WMle mountains of ice were tossing 
around them oa every aide, they were often forced to seek 
BB,u:iy by mooring themaelrea to these formidable maeBea, 
and drifting witS them, sometimes forward, sometimea 
backward. In this manner on one occasion no le«s than 
nineteen miles were lost in a few houra ; at other timea 
they underwent frequent and eevere Bhooka, yet escaped 
any aerious damage. 

Captain Eohb drawa a lively picture of what a veBsel en- 
dures in sailing among these mofing hills. He reminds 
the reader that ice ia atone, aa solid aa if it were granite ; 
and he bida him " imagine theae mountains hurled through 
B, narroir strait by a rapid tide, meeting with the noiae of 
thunder, breaking from each other's precipices huge irag- 
ments, or rending each other asunder, tUl, losing their 
■former equilibrium, they fall over headlong, lifiingthe sea 
around in breakers, and whirling it in eddies. There ia 
not a moment in which, it can be conjectured what will 
happen in the next ; there is not one which may not be 
the last. The attention is troubled to fis on anything 
amid such confusion ; atill must it be alive, tluit it may 
seize on the single moment of help or escape which may 
occur. Yet with all this, and it is the hardest taak of all, 
there is nothing to be acted, — no effort to be made, — he 
must be patient, as if he were unconcerned or careless, 
waiting, as he beat can, for the fate, be it what it may, 
which he cannot influence or avoid." 

Proceeding southward, Ross found Brentford Bay, about 
thirty miles beyond Cape Garry, to be of considerable 
«Ttcnt, with some fine harboiu^. Landing here, the 
British colours were unfurled, and the coast, named after 
the promoter of the espedition, was taken poaaesaion of in 
the name of the king. Extenaire and commodious har- 
bours, named Ports Logan, Elizabeth, and Eclipse, were 
discovered, and a large bay, which waa called Mary Jones 
Bay. By the end of September, the ship had examined 
300 miles of nndiacovered coast. The winter now aet in 
with severity, huge masses of ice began to close around 
them, the thermometer sank many degrees below treeztng 
point, and snow fell very thick. Bj as^ivsi^ \.\HCia^ ■Cos 
ice, the veaael waa got into a. BecMio ^osilCvro. ^o -^aa* "fe^ 
winter, in astfltion which is now Tja,meioTi'OQ»'a«^'**™^ 
Earboar. The machinery ot tkd ateom-e-a^as.^** ^-"^"^ 
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but for the nest few days made but little progreae, teW 
beaten about among the icebergfl, and drivea hidier and 
tJiitlier by the carrehtj!. 

A change in the weather, however, took place, and on 
the 23rd they were once more frozen in, the itea in a week 
after eihibiting one clear uiibrokea surface. All October 
WHS passed in cutting through the ice into a more secure 
locabty, and another dreary winter having Bet in, it became 
necessary to reduce tbe allowance of prorisiona. This 
winter was one of unparalleled severity, the thermometer 
faHiog 92° below freezing point. During the ensuing 
spring a variety of exploratory joumeya were carried on, 
■aiaA in one of tbcBe Commander !Hoes euceeedcd in planting 
the British flag on the North Magnetic Pole. Tbe position 
which had been usnally assigned to this interesting spot 
by the learned of Europe, was lat. 70" N., and long. 98° 
30' W. ; but Eosa, by careful observations, determined it 
to lie in lat. 70° 5' 17" N., and long. 96" 46' 45" W., to the 
southward of Cape Nikolai, on the western shore of 
Boolihia. But it hna since been found that the centre of 
magnetic intensity is a moveable point revolving within 
the frigid zone. 

"The place of the observatory," Eoaa remarks, "wM 
as near to the magnetic pole as the limited means which I 
.possessed enabled me to determine. The amount of the 
dip, as indicated by my dipping-needle, was 89° 59', being 
thus within one minute of the vertical i while the prox- 
imity at least of this pole, if not its actual esist«nce where 
we stood, was further confirmed by the action, or rather 
by the total inaction, of the several horizontal needles then 
in my possession." 

Parry's observations placed it eleven minntes distant 
only from the site determined by Eosa. 

' As soon," continues Boss, " as I had satisfl-cd my own 
mind on the aubjeet, I made known to the partj this 
gratifying reanlt of all our joint labours ; and it was then. 
Uiat, amidst mutual congratulationa, we iixed the British 
flag on the spot, and took possession of file North Mag- 
netic Pole and its adjoining territoryin tbe name of Great 
Britain and "King William IV. vVe had abnndance of 
materials for building in tbe fragments of limestone that 
covered the beach, aud we therefore erected a cairn of 
some magnitude, under which we buried a canister con- 
taming a record of the interesting fact, only regretting 
tiat ire Iiad not the means oE tonattuctma. "■ ■ffTf™'™- 
of more impoTtimie, and of Btronfffti. wiffioveat ^ ■m'flo.- 
aiaad tbe assaults of time oni ol flie "E.as\vuTO»is- "SaRt 
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it been a pyramid as large as that of Cheops, I am not 
quit* sure that it wonid have done more than BBtisiy our 
ambition ander the feelings of that exciting day." 

On the SSth of Anffust, 1831, they contriyed to warp 
the Victor^/ out into the open sen, and made sail on the 
following morning, but were soon beset with ice as on the 
former occasion, being once more completely frozen in 
by the 37th of September. 

On the preTiouB occasion their navigation had been 
three miles ; this year it extended to four. This pro- 
tracted detention m the ice made their present position 
one of great danger and peril. As there seemed no pro- 
■peet of eitricating their vessel, the resolution was come to 
of abandoning her, and making the best of their way up 
the inlet to Fury Beach, there to avail themselves of the 
boat?, provisions, and stores, which would assist them in 
reaching Davis Straits, where they might expect to fall in 
irith one of the whale ships. 

On the 23rd of April. 1832, having collected all that 
was nseiul and necessary, the expedition set out, drag- 
ging their provisions and boat« over a vast expanse of 
rugged ice. " The loads being too heavy to be carried at 
once, made it necessary to go baclcward and forward twice, 
and even ottener, the aame day. They bad to encounter 
dreadfiil tempests of snow and drift, and to make several eir- 
cuitsinordertoavoid impassable barriers. The general result 
was, that by the 12th of May they had travelled 329 miles 
to gain thir^ in a direct line, having in t.Tiin labour es- 
pended a month." After this preliminary movement, they 
bade a farewell to fieir little vessel, nailing her colours to 
the mast. Capt. Boss describes himself as deeply affected; 
this being the first vessel he had been obliged to abandon 
of thirty-aix in which he had served during the course of 
forty-two years. On the 9th of Juno, Commander Ross 
and two others, with a fortnight's provisions, left the 
main body, who were more heavily loaded, to ascertain the 
state of the boats and suppbes at Fury Beach. Eetuming 
they met their comrades on the 25th of June, re- 
porting that they had found three of the boats washed . 
away, but enough still left for their purpose, and all 
the provisions were in good condition. The reniainder 
of the journey was accomplished by the whole party in a 
week, and on the 1st of July they reared a canvas roan- 
aion, to which they gave the name otSoniBtfte^. "Serasjfc.'mSi- 
eniojed a hearty meal. 
By tie 1st Of AuguBt tte boala -weio TTOiete&.'»«t^^ 
■We, and s considerable extent ot o^ea sew. \ifcVQ%'««**™ 
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tlicy set out, and after mucli buffeting among tbe ice in 
thair frail HhollopH, readied the moutli of the inlet by 
the end of Aug\ut. After several fraitlesa attempts to 
rum slonE Barrow's Strait, the ofastruetiona of the ioe 
obliged them to haul the boata on shore, and pitch their 
tents. Barrow's Strait waa foimd, from repeated aurvej^, 
to be one impenetrable mass of iee. After lingering here 
till the third week in September, it was imanimouslT agreed 
that theii only resource waa to iall baek again on tlie stares 
at Fury Beach, and there spead their fourth winter. They 
were only able to get half the distance in the boats, 
which were hauled on flhore in Batty Bay on the 24rth of 
September, and the rest of their journey continued on foot, 
the proviaionfl being dragged on aledges. On the 7th of 
OctoTier they onee niore reached their home at the acena 
of the wreck. They now managed to ahelter their cajiVBs 
tent by a wall of snow, and, aetting up an extra stove, m&de 
themselvea tolerably comfortable until the inereaaiiig 
aeverity of the winter, and- the rigour of the eold, added to 
the tempeatnoua weather, made them perfect pciaoneis, 
and sorely tried their patience. Scurvy now be^aa ta 
attack aeventl of the party, and on the 16th of February, 
1S33, Thomas, the carpenter, fell a victim to it, and two 
othera died. " Their aituation waa becoming truly aviul, 
since if they were not liberated in the ensuing Bummor, 
httle prospect appeared t£ their aurviving another year. 
It was necewary to make a reduction in the allowance 
of preserved meats ; bread waa somo«'hat deficient, and 
the stock of wine and spirits was entirely eshansted. 
However, as they had caught a few foxes, which ware 
considered a dehcaey, and there was plenty ol' flour, 
sugar, scupa, and vegetables, a dvet could be easily ar- 
ranged sufficient to support the party." 

While the ice remained firm, advantage was taken of 
the spring to carry forward a atoek of provisions to Batty 
Bay, and this, though only thirty-two miles, oocupied 
them a whole monm, owing to their reduced numbara 
irom sickness and heavy loads, with the journeyings to 
mid fro, having to pj over the ground eight times. 

On the 8th of jSy they finally abandoned this dep6t, 
and encamped on the 12th at their boat station in Batty 
Bay, where the aspect of the sea was watched wit^ 
intense anxiety for more than a month. On the 15th of 
August, takiae advantafje of a lane of witer which led to 
tie northwara, the party emViaiked, ani (mi ■ikB IdioWMu^, 
taorning- had got us far as tlie tiiriim^ ■pooA tS 'i^'ii Wt 



the irth they found the wide expanse of Bbttow's Strait 
open before them, and a&vigable, and I'eadied to within 
twelve miles of Cape York. Pushins on with, renewed 
epirits. altcm:ttelir rowing and aailing, on the night of tiia 
25th thiey restecl in a good harbour on the eaatem 
^ore of Navy Soard Inlet. At four an £he following 
morning they were rouaed from their slumbers by the 
joyflU intelligeaco of a ship bein^ in sight, and nerer did 
men more hurriedly and energetically set out : hat the 
elements conspiring against thera, after being balfled by 
eahns and miTents, they had tlie miseiy to see the ship 
leare them with a fair breeze, and foniid. it impossible to 
overtake her. or make themselses seen. A few hours 
laf«r, however, their despair waa reheved by the sight of 
another vessel which was lying to in a calm. By dint of 
hard rowing they were ttia time more fortunate, and 
Boon came tip with her ; she proved to bu the Isabella, 
of Hull, the very ship in which Kobh had made hia first 
Toyage to these seas. Captain 'Rose was told circumslan- 
tially of his own death. &e., two years previouaiy, and ho 
had some difficulty in conTincing them that it was really 
he and his party who now stood before them. So great 
waa the joy with which they were received, tlia,t th« 
Isabella manned her yards, and her former commander 
and his gallant band of adventurers were sainted with, 
three hearty cheera. The aeene on board can scarcely 
be described ; each of the crew Tied with the other ia 
aaaistiag and comforting the party, and it cannot better 
be told than in Boss's own wMtls : — 

" The ludicrous soon took place of all other feelings ; 
in such a crowd, and such confumon, all serioua thought 
was impossible, while the new buoyancy of our spirits 
made us abundantly willing to be amnsed by the scone 
which now opened. Every man was hungry, and was to 
be fed ; all were ragged, and were to be clothed ; there 
was not one to whom washing was not indispensable, nor 
one whom his beard did not deprive of all human sem- 
blance. All, eveiything too, was to be done at onee : it 
wna washing, dressing, shaving, eating, all intermingled ; 
it was all the matervda of eai^ jumbled together, while 
in tlip midst of all there were interminable questions to 
be asked and answered onbottavdea-, 'Oaft ^'s^iitossft*'^ 
ifio Vietory, oar owm escapes, tbe ■^o'ii^Aca ijI'S.-b^'koSi-i ^'^ 
ike news wliich ■n-aa now loiu- ytora q\)9l- 
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"But all subsided into peace at last. The aick were 
sccommodatcd, the gcamea disposed of, and all was doue 
for Ha which care and fcindneBs pould perform. 

" Might at length broujrht quiet and serioua thouahts, 
and I trust there waiS not a man among ua who did aot 
then express, where it was due, hia gratitude for Uiat 
interposition wliich had raised us all from a deapair wLvIi 
none could now forget, and had brought ua from th.e very 
borders of a most distant grave, to life and friends and 
civilization. Long accustomed, however, to a cold bed on 
the hard snow or the bare rock, few coiJd aleep amid the 
comfort of our new accommodations. I was myself com- 
pelled to leave the bed which had been kindly assigned 
me, and take my abode in a chair for the night, nor did 
it fare much better with the rest. It was for time to 
reconcile us to this sadden and violent change, tK) break 
through what had become habit, and to inure us once 
more to the uaages of our former days." 

The Isabella remained some time longer to prosecute 
the fishery, and left Davis Strait on her homeward 
passage on the 3Ctth of September. On the 12th of 
October they made the Orkney Islands, and arrived at 
Hull on the 18th. The bold eiplorers, who had long been 
given up as lost, were looked upon aa men risen from the 

rive, and met and escorted by crowds of sympathizera. 
public entertainment was given to them by the towns- 
people, at which the freedom of the town was presented 
to Captain Boss, and next day he left for Loudon, to 
report his arrival to the Admiralty, and was honoured by 
a presentation to the king at Windsor. 

The Admiralty liberally rewarded all the parties, except 
indeed Captain Koss. Commander J. C.E,oas was ajipointed 
to the guardship at Portsmouth to complete his period 
of service, and fcen received his post rank. Mr. Thorn, 
the piu-ser, Mr. M'Diarmid, the snrgeon, and the petty 
officers, were appointed to good situations in the navy. 
The seamen received the usual double pay given to Arctic 
explorers, up to the time of leaving their ship, and fiUl 
pay from that date until their arrival in England. 

A committee of the House of Commons took up tie case 
of Captain Eoss early in the session of ISSl, and on their 
recommendation SOOOJ. was granted him as a remuneration, 
for his pecuniary outlay and privations. 
A baroaetpf, on the recommendation of the same oom- 
mittee, waa also conferred by tift Maie^Vs "^'ffia.'Oi.W - 
oa Mr. Felix Booth. 
-In looking back oa tlie rcBultB oS \,U\b vo^ftifi,^. im.^«- 
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(ial inqniror can deny to Captain Eoas tlio merit of having 
effected much good by tracing and Bnrveying tie whole 
of the long iveBtem coast of Begent Inlet, proving 
Boothia to be a peninsula, and aetting at rest the proha- 
bility of any navigable outlet being ^Bdovered from this 
inlet to the Polar Sea. The lakes, rivers, and islands 
which were examined, proved with aufficient accuracy the 
correctneBa of the information fiimislied to Parry by the 

To Commaiider James Boss ia due the credit of resolv- 
ing many important eeieniific queations, such as tie 
combination of hght with magrLetism, fixing the exact 
position of the magnetio pole. He was afio the only 
perEOn in the expedition competent to mate ohHerrations 
m geology, natimil history, and botany. Out of about 
700 miles of new land csplored, Commander Eoas, in the 
espeditiona which he planned and conducted, discovered 
nearly 600. He had up to this time passed fourteen 
summers and eight winters in these seas. 

The late Sir John Barrow, in hia " Narrative of Voyages 
of DiecoveTyandEeseaTch,"^, 518, in opposition to Boeb 'a 
opinion, asserted that Boothia was not joined to the Con 
tment, but that tiej; were " completely divided 'bj a navi- 
gable strait, ten miles wide and upwards, loading past 
Back's Eatuaiy, and into the Gulf (of Boothia), of which 
tie proper name iaAkkolee, not Boothia; and moroover, 
that the two seas flow as freely into each other, aa Lancaater 
Sound doea into the Polar Sea." This assumption has 
been since shown to bo incorrect. Capt. Boss asserts there 
is a difi'erence in the level of these two aeaa, 

Imay here fitly take a review of Capt. Boss's serv 
He entered the navy in 1790 ; served fifteen years 
midshipman, seven aa a, lientenant, and seren as a ( 
mander, and was posted on the Tth' of December, 1818, 
and appointed to the command of the first Arctic expedi- 
tion of thia century. On Lis return he received ma 
marks of favour from continental sovereigna, waa kuighti , 
and made aCompauion of the Bath on the 21tli of Decern' 
ber, 1834 ; made a Commander of the Sword of Sweden, 
a Knight of the Second Claas of St. Anne of Prussia (in 
diamonds), Second Class of the Legion of Honour, and of 
the Bed Eagle of Pruasiaj and of Leopold of Belgium. 
Eeceived the royal premium from the Geograpbicd.Scww.t'^ 
of London, in 1833, for his diacQ7e"nfiB\n'&e. ki;t'vviie^^N 
also gold medals from the GeQBTao^ucal'&QiivB'Gs cS. ^«ri^ 
and the Ucjai Societies of SwedeiY, Kb.s'wvb.,^^*-^*'^^^ 
Tba freedom of tbe cities of 1*1^5.0^^ \.-«<st^'>'^ ^^ 
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Erietol; Bii gold sauft'-boEefl from Enssia, Holland, Den- 
mHrk, Aastria, Iioniloa, and Baden ; a eword ralucd at ICO 
puineaa from the Patriotio Fund, for his sufferings, liaring 
been wounded thirteen times in three different aotion« 
dming the war ; and one of the vatne of 200Z. from tt» 
King of Sweden, for aervice in the Baltic and the White 
Sea. On the 8tJi of March, 1839, he was appointed to the 
lucrative post of British consul at Stockholm, wliitii lie 
teld for 61S jears. 

CiPTiiN Back s Laud Jottbnbt, 1833—1835. 

FofS years having elapsed without any tidings being 
received of Capt. Koss and hia crew, it began to be gener^y 
feared In England that tJiey had been added to the nombeo^ 
of former sufferers, in the prosecution of their arduous un- 
dertaking. 

Dr. BJchardson, who had himself undergone sui;b frigit- 
ful perils in the Arctic regions with FranHin, was the first 
to call public attention to the subject, in a letter to the 
Geographical Society, in which he enggested a project for 
relieving them, if still alire and to be found; and at ilia 
same time TohmtecFed his services to the Colouiol Secre- 
tary of the day, to conduct an exploring party. 

Although the eipedition of Captain Boas waa not under- 
taken under the auspices of the Govemment, it became a 
national concern to aacertain the ultimate fate of it, and to 
make aome effort for the relief of the party, whose home 
at that time might be the boisterona sea, or whose shelter 
the snow hut or the iloaliog iceberg. Dr. Eiehardaon 
proposed to proceed from Hudson's Bay, in a north-west 
direction to Coronation Guff, where he waa to coMmence 
his search in an easterly direction. Passing to the ncTth. 
along the eastern aide of this gulf, ho would arriva at 
Point Turnagain, the eaatem point of hia own former dis- 
covery, Havin" accomplished this, he would continue 
his aearch towards the eastward until he reached Melville 
Island, thus perfecting geographical discoverr in Hat 
quarter, and a continued coast line might be laid down 
from the Fury and Heela Strait to Beecliey Point, leaving 
only the small space between Franklin's discavery ana 
that of the Blossaiii uneiplcQ'ed. The proposal was favour- 
ably received; but owmg to the political state of the 
eountry at that time, the offer waa not accented. 
A meetiug was held iu Hovember, IB^S, at ft^s loOToa tS 
^Moridcultxiral Society, inBiegen.t-Bttee\,to tfctaus-taiAa, 
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And arraoge fbr fittiog out a private relief e]n)editiDiL,&B the 
Admimltj a^ the Government were unable to do this 
oiHciully, in conEe^uence of Capt. Bosb's expedition not 
being a public one. Sir George Cockbum took the ohnir. 
and jastlj observed that those oiBcers who devoted their 
time to the Berriee of acienoe, uid braved in its pursnit the 
dangers of unknown and tmjrpnial dimates, demanded the 

Smpath;^ and as^ietance of all. Great Britain had tcJcEQ 
e lead m geographical discoveiy , and there was not one 
in this couutiy who did not feel pride and hoiKiiir In the 
fame she had attained b^ the expeditions of Parrj tuid 
Tranklin ; bat if we wished to create future PanyB and 
franklins, if ve wished to encoorage British enterprisB 
and courage, we muHt prove that the officer who is out of 
sight of bis countrymen is not forgotten; that there is 
oonsidi^ration for hie eufienugs, and appreciation of his 
spirit. This reflection nill cheer him in the hour of Ixial, 
and will permit him, when Buraoonded by dangera and pri- 
Tatioas, to indnl™ in hope, the greatest bleBsiag of mas. 
Capt. George Back, Ti.l!!., who was in Italy when the snb- 

i'ect was first mooted, hastened to England, and ofiered la 
ead the party, and his services were accepted. A sob- 
scription waa entered into to defray ihe noeeasajy expenses, 
and upwards of 60D0/. was raised ; of this sum, attherecom.- 
mendation oi' Lord Goderioh, the then secretary of state, 
the Treasury contributed 2000t 

After BU interview with the king at Brighton, to which 
he was apecially summoned, Capt, Sack made preparations 
for his journey, and laid down Lis plan of operntions. In 
order to faciliiite his views, and to ^nve him greater contiol 
over his men, special instructians and authori^ were issoed 
by the Colonial Office, and the Hudson's Bay Company 
granted him a commission in their service, and placed every 
assistance at his dispoBol throughout their territory m 
IJ^orth Auierica. 

Everything being delanitivdy arranged, Capt. Back, 
, accompanied by Dr. !Bichard Kiti q; as surgeon and natii' 
ralist, with three men who had been on the expedition with 
Tranklin, left Liverpool on the 17th of Feb. 1833, in one 
of the Hew York packet ships, and arrived in Ainerica 
after a stormy passage of thirty-five days. He proceeded 
on to Montreal, where he had great diffienlly in prevent- 
ing ttro of the men front leaving him, as their hearts bf^an 
' fail them at the prospect of the severe y«irQie^,-«'^'-i!» 
' it diffimilties, which they ^bA U> e-awa-oa^XsK. 

roiunteera from Qie ■fio^ii fcXtCiw^ ^t^^^s*^* 
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joined him, snd eatae voyagears having been engaged, the 
yarty left, in two canoea, on tliB 25t!i of April. Two of 
luB party deserted from, him in the Ottawa river. 

On the 28tli of June, having ohtained his complement 
df men, he may be said to have commenced his journey. 
They suffered dreadfully from myriadB of iand-Eies and 
mnaquitoes, beiae bo disfigured by tlioir attacks that 
their features could he scarcely reeognised. Horae-ilies, 
appropriately styled "bull dogs," were another dreadful 
pest, which pertinaciously gorged themaelyes lite the ieech, 
imtil they seemed ready to hurst. 

" It is in vain to attempt to defend yourself against 
these puny bloodsuckers ; though you crush thousands of 
them, tens of thousands arise to revenge the death of their 
companions, and you very soon discover that the conflict 
which you are waging is ono in. wliich you are sure to ba 
defeated. So great at last are the pains and fatigue in 
buffeting away this attacking force, that in despair yon 
throw yonraeli, half suffocated, in a blanket, with your 
face upon the ground, and snatch a few minutes of sleep- 
less rest." Captain Back adds that the vigorous and unin- 
tennitting a^aults of these tormenting pests conveyed the 
moral lesson of man's helplessness, smce, with all our 
boasted strength, we are unable to repel these feeble atoms 
of creation. " How," he says, " can I possibly give an 
idea of tho torment we endured from the sand-fhes P Aa 
we dived into tho con lined and suffocating chasms, or 
waded through the close swamps, they rose in clouds, 
actually darkening the air; to see or to speak wsa 
equally difficult, lor they rushed at every undefended 
part, and fised their poisonous fan"s in an instant. Our 
&ces streamed with blood, as if leeches had been apphed, 
and there was a burning and irritating pain, followed bv 
immediate inflammation, and producing giddiness, whitdi 
almost drove us mad, and caused us to moan with pain 
and agony." 

At the Pine portage Captain Back engaged the serriceB 
of A, B. McLeod, in the employ of the Hudson's Bay 
Company, and who had been fixed upon by Governor 
Simpson, to aid the expedition. He was accompanied by 
his wife, three children, and a servant ; and had just 
returned from the Mackenzie Eiver, with a large cargo of 
tare. The whole family were attached to the party, and 
aJier some detentions of a general and unimportant cha- 
racier, tbey arrived at Fort Chipewyan on. ttie ^Si'Cq cfi 

Juljr. J'ort Resolution, oa Great Sla.ve'LaVe.-wa.a'ceaiJQ.ci. 

oa the 8th of August. 
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The odd asBemblage of yiocidH and voyageurs in tlieir en- 
CBBipment are thus eraphieally described by the traveller, 
as he glanced around him. 

" At my feeC was a rolled bundle ia oil-cloth, couttunine 
Bome three blankets, called a bed; near it a piece of dried 
bnfialo, fancifully ornamented with long black hairs, which, 
no art, alas L can prevent from insinuating themselves be- 
tween the teeth, ae you laboriously masticate the tough, 
hard tlesh ; then a tolerably clean napkin, spread by way 
of table-cloth, on a red piece of canvas, and supporting a 
tea-pot. some biscuits, and a salt-eellar ; near this a tin 
plate, close by a square kind of box or safe of the same 
material, rich with a pale, greasy hair, the produce of the 
oolony at Ked Biver; and the laet the far-renowned ;>em- 
mican, unquestionably the beat food of the country for 
expeditions Euoh as ours. Behind me were two boxes 
containing astronomical instruments, and a sextant lying 
on the ground, whilst the different comers of the tent 
-were occupied by a washing apparatus, a gun, an Indian 
Bhot-pouch, bags, basins, and an unhappy-looking Japanned 
pot, whose melancholy bumpa and hollows seemed to 
reproach mo for many a braise endured upon the rocka 
and portages between Montreal and Lake "Winnipeck. Kor 
were my crew less motley than the furniture of the tent. 
It consisted of an Englinliman, a man from Stornaway, 
two Canadians, two Metifs or half-breda, and three Iro- 
quois Indiana. Babel could not have produced a worse 
confusion of unhormonioua sounds than was the conversa- 
tion they kept up." 

Having obtained at Fort Eesolution all possible infor- 
mation, from the Indians and others, relative to the course 
of the northern rivera of which he was in search, he 
divided his crew into two parties, five of whom were left 
as an escort for Mr. McLeoil, and ftrnr were to accompany 
himaelf in search of the Great Fish Eiver, since appro- 
priately named after Back himself. 

OntnelUth of August they began the ascent of the Hoar 
Prost River, whoso course was a series of the most fearfixl 
cascades and rapids. The woods here were so thick aa 
to render ttem almost imperviona, conaialing chiefly of 
stunted iira, which occasioned infinite trouble to the party 
to force their way through ; added to which, they had to 
clamber over fallen trees, through rivulets, and over bogs 
and swamps, until the diffieultiea ko'?*^^^*^ iiij-^aSiMj^^ 
altooat to disiearten tta party ttom. ■^^caac^^'si?, *^^^ 
journey. The heart of Ciptain. "Biitk ■««».'^'*^'^^^-'T;'^f^ 
■tern a cast to be dispirited bj i\ffiii\i^efe, i^*^ -s\ixw>. v 
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persevering e^qilorers wouJd liave turned away discom- 
Bted, and cheering on his men, like a bold ami esUaiit 
leader, the first in the advance of danger, they arrived at 
len^h in an open Bpaee, where they rested fcir awhile to 
recruit their exhausted Btrengti. The placo waa, indeed, 
<mc of barrenneHS and desolation ; era^ was pileduponsag 
to the heij^ht of *20()0 feet from the base, and the couTBe of 
the river nere, in a state of contraetion, was marked byan. 
anintermpted line of foam. 



relax the epirita, p, ^ _, _j. 

heart naturally bold and nndaunted. TIuh wan foxmd 
particnlarly the case now with the interpreter, who becaMe 
a dead weight npou the party. Eapid now ancoeeded 
rapid ; scarcely had they Enrmotmted one fall than sar 
other presented itself, rising like an amphitheatre befaw 
them to the heipjit of fiflj feet. They, however, gained 
at length the ascent of this turbulent and unfriendly rirer, 
the romantic beauty and wild scenery of which were 
frtrikingly grand, aud after paasing succeBBively a series 
of portages, rapids, falls, lakes, iiiid rivers, on the 27fJi 
Back observed from the summit of a high bill n 
veiy large lake full of deep bays and islands, and 
which has been named Aylmer Lake, after the Govem(»- 
General of Canada at that time. The boat was sent oii 
with three men to search for the lake, or outlet of tho 
river, which they discovered on the second day, and 
Captain Back himself, during their absence, also accident- 
ally discovi^red its source in the Sand Hill Lake, not far 
from bis encampment. Hot prouder was Bruce when ho 
stood on the green sod which covers the source of the 
Hde, than was Captain Back when he found that he was 
striding at the source of a river, the esistenoe of which 
was known, but the course of which was a problem 
no traveller had yet ventured to solve. Yielding to tha 
pleasurable emotion which discoverers, in the first bound 
of their transport, may be pardoned for indulging, Back 
tells us he threw himself down on the bank and drank a 
hear^ draught of the hmpid water. 

" For this occasion," he adds, " I had reserved ■ 



little grog, aud need hardly say with what cheerfulnoes 
it was sliared amongst the .crew, whose welcome tiding! 
Aad veii&ed &e notion of X)t. BichaidHon and myeelC and 
tkuB pJaoed beyond doubt tiie exiatoice ot 'ii\e'l\i6'«-««T- 
"^fb, or Great Fieh Eiver." , , 

*B the 30th oF A-ugust tlicy \>c^bm to mofc \ny;M4a "Cia 
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river, hut on reacliinp; Musk-os Lake it ivas found imiwe- 
sihle to stand the force of the rapids in their frail canoe, 
and aa winter vrne approaohiiig their return to the rendez- 
vous on Slsre JJake was determined on. 

At Clinton Golden Lake, some Indians Tiaited them 
from the Chief Akaitcho, who it will be remembered was 
the guide of Sir John Franklin. Two of thefie Indians 
temembered Captain Back, one having accompanied hiin 
to the Coppermine River on Frankhn's flret expedition. 

At the Cat or Artillery Lake they had to abandon their 
canoe, and perform tbe rest of the journey on foot over 
precipitous rooks, through frJghtM Rorges and ravineB, 
heaped with masses of Rranite, and along narrow ledges, 
where a false step would have been fatal. 

At FortEehance the partyfound Mr. MeLeod had, during 
their absence, erected the frame-work of a comfortable 
residence for them, and all bands set to work to com- 
plete it. After many obntBcles and difficulties, it was 
finished. 

Dr. Eing joined them on the 16th of September with 
two laden bateaux. 

On the 5th of November they eiehnnged their cold 
tents for the new house, which was fifty feet long by 
thirty broad, and contained four rooms, besides a spaoious 
hall in the centre, for the reception and accommodation 
of the Indians, to whioh a sort of rude kitchen was 
attached. 

As the winter advanced handg ef starving Indians con- 
tinued to arrive, in the hope of obtaming some rehef, as 
little or nothing was to be procured by hunting. Th^ 
would stand around while the men were takmg their 
meala, watching every mouthful with the most longing, 
imploring look, but yet never uttering a complaint. 

At other times they would, seated ronnd the fire, oeeupy 
themselves in roastmg and devouring small bits of their 
reindeer garments, which, even when entire, afforded 
them a Ten' insufficient proteotion against a temperature 
of 102° belovr freeainc point. 

The Bufferings of iJie poor Indians at this period are 
described as mglitful. " Famine with her gaunt and 
bonv arm," says Back, " pursued them at every turn, 
witfiered their energies, and strewed them lifeless on the 
cold bosom of the enow." It was impossible to afford 
rehef out of their scanty store \o ^, '\wi «?i«a. so^i. 
portions of the mouldy ponmvicattmtwi&.fti^a*'^*^'^^?^ 
unpalatable aa it was, -was cVadly Tecewei- Kai*««<*'^^^=^ 
from perishing. " Often," adda Ba.cV. " ^i^-*^^^'^'"^ ^^ 
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■plate with, the children, whoae helplesB state and piteoiu 
oriea were poculkrly diatrcsaing ; ^ompaaeion for the fall 
grown may, or may not, be felt, hut that heart must bo 
eased in Btoel wb.iuL is insensible to the cry of a, ehild for 

At thia critioal juncture, Akaitcho made his appearaaca 
■with an opportune supply of a httle meat, whiuh in some 
meagure enabled Captain Sack to rehevc the sufferers 
BTound him, many of whom, to his great delight, went 
away with Aiaitcho. The stock of meat waa booh 
exbauated, and thoy had to open their pemmican. The 
officers contented themselvea with the ahort supply of 
half a pound a day, but the labouring men could not do 
with lesa than a pound and three quartiers. The eold now 
Bet in with an intensity which Captain "Baci. hod nerer 
before experienced, — the thermometer on the 17th of 
January being 70° below zero. " Such indeed, (he says,) 
was the abstraction of heat, that with eight large logs cf 
dry wood on the fire I could not get me thermometer 
higher than 12° below zero. Tnlt and paint froze. Tha 
sestant cnsea and Loses of seasoned wood, principally fir, 
all spht. The skin of the hands became dry, cracked and 
opened into unsightly and smarting gashes, which we 
were obUged to anoint with grease. On one occasion, 
after washing my face within three feet of the fire, my 
hair was actually clotted with ice before I had time to 

The huntera sufiered severely from the intensity of the 
cold, and compared the sensation of handling their guns to 
that of touchmg red-hot iron, and ao excessive was the 
pain, that they were obliged to wrap thongs of leather 
round the triggers to keep their fiogera from coming into 
ooutact with the steel. 

The sufferings which the party now endured were great, 
and had it not been for the exemplary conduct of Akaitcho 
in procuring them game, it is to bo doubted whether any 
would have survived to t«ll the miaery they had en- 
dured. The sentiments of this worthy savage were nobly 
expressed — " The great chief tmata in us, and it ia better 
that ten Indiana perish than that one white man should 
perish through our negligence and broach of faith." 

On the 14th of February Mr. McLcod and his family 
removed to a place hslf-way between the fort and the 
Indians, in order to facilitate their own support, and assist 
in procuring food by hunting. His situation, however, 
became soon one of the greatest embarrassment, he and 
-his family being aurrouaded by difficulties, ■grvvBtions, and 
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deaths. Sixof the natives near liim Bank under the horroTS 
of starvation, and Akaitsho and his hnntcra were twelve 
days' march distant. 

Towards the end of April Capt. Back bc>gan to mako 
arrangementB for conatracting boats for prosEcuting the 
expeimion once more, and whue so emplojed, on the 25tlt 
a messenger arrived with the gratifying intelligence that 
Capt. £oB3 had arrived safely in England, conflnnation of 
which was afforded in eittracta from the IViues and H^'ald, 
and letters from the long-loat adventurers themaelvea. 
Their feelings at these glad tidings are thus described :— 
"In the fulness of ourheartB we assembled together, and 
hnmblj offered up our thanks to that merciful Providence, 
who in the boautlfid language of scripture hath said, 
' Mine own will I bring agam., as I did sometime from the 
deeps of the sea.' The thought of so wonderful a preseira. 
tion overpowered for a time the cotnmon occnrrences of 
life. We had just sat down to breakfast ; but onr appetite 
waa gone, and the day was passed in a feverish state of 
excitement. Seldom, indeed, did my friend Mr. Eing at 
X indulge in a libation, but on tuia joyful occasion 
economy was forgotten ; a treat was given to the men, 
and for onrselves the social syaipathies were gnickened by 
a generous bowl of pnnch." Oapt. Back's former inter- 
preter, Augustus, hearing that he was in the country, set 
out on foot from Hudson's Bay to join him, but getting 
separated from his two companions, the ^1 ant little fellow 
wan either exhansted by sufieriug and prjvariona, or, caught 
in the midst of an open traverse in one of those terrib!* 
snow storms which may be said to blow almost through, 
the frame, he had sunk to rise no more, his bleached 
remains being discovered not far from the BiviSro a Jean. 
" Such," says Capt. Back, " waa the miserable end of poor 
Augustus, a faithful, disinterested, kind-hearled creature, 
who had won the regard, not of niysolf only, but I 
may add, of Sir J. Frankhn and Dr. Eichardsou also, by 

tualitiea which, wherever tbund, ia the loweat as in tlie 
ighest forma of social life, are the ornament and charm of 
humanity." 

On the 7th of June, all the preparations being com- 
pleted, McLeod having been previously sent on to hunt, 
and deposit casks of meat at various stages, Back set out 
with Mr. King, accompanied by four voyageura and an 
Indian guide. The stoi-es not required were buried, and 
the doors and windows of the house blocked up. 

At Artillery Lake, Back picked up the remainder of hit 
party, with the carpenters w\io Wi \ieen. wa^is^eSi. ■'jcti- 
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parinff boata. The lighteat and best was chosen and 
placed on runners plated with iron, and in this manner ihs 
was drawn over the ice by tn-o men and six fine dogK 
The eastem shore of the laie waa followed, as it was foimd 
leaa rocky and precipitous than the oppoaitfl one. The- 
march was prosecuted bv night, the air beinir moiw 
fi-esh and pleasant, and tne pnHj took rest in tke day. 
The fflare of the ice, the difficulty encountered in eettinc 
Hie boat along, the ice being ao bad that lie Bpikes M 
the runners «it through jnatead of slidinff over it, said 
the thick aoow which fell in June, greatly increased 
the labour of getting along. The cold raw wind pierced 
through them in spite of cloaks and blaaketa. After 
being caulked, the boat was launched on the lith of 
June, the lake being anfficientlj unobstructed to admit of 
her being towed along shoi^. The weather now became 
exeeediugly unpleasant — hail, snow, and rain pelted them 
one after the other for some time without respite, and then 
only yielded to squalls that overturned the boat. With 
alternate spells and haltings to rest, they however gradually 
advanced on the trsTersB, and were really making consi- 
derable progress when pelting showers of aleet and drift 
so dimmed and confus^ the sight, darkening the atm<^ 

Shere, and limiting their view to only a few paces befora 
em, as to render it ao extremely perplexing task to keep 
their course. 

On the 33rd of June they fortunately fell in with a cacka 
made for them by their avante-courier, Mr. McLeod, in 
whiehwasaseasonable supply of deer and muEk-oi flesh, the 
latter, however, ao impregnated with the odour from wliich 
it takes its name, thiit the men declared they would rather 
starve three days thsn swallow b nwnthfiil of it. To 
remove this uniavonrable impression Capt. Back ordered 
the d^ly rations to be served from it for his own mess aa 
well aa theirs, taking occasion at the same time to impress 
on their minds the injnrions consequences of voluntaiy 
abstinence, and the necessity of accommodating their 
tastes to such food aa the coontrr might supply. Soon 
after anotiier cache was met with, thus rankmg eleven 
animals in all that had been thus obtained and seenred for 
them by the kind care of Mr. Mcteod. 

On the 27tli they reached Sand Hill Bay, where they 

found Mr. JVIcLcod encamped. On the 28th the boat being 

too irail to he dragged over the pottme, abnuA a, qnarber 

I of a milo in length, was carried Dodilj \i\ tVe wevi.BiAi 

I iaancbed saFely m theThleMr-ee-cholioT"E\R\i."B:vic^. kfcci 

erossmg the portage beyond Musk-oi "Ra'pii, *k«A &Mt 
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miles in. length, and huTing all his party together, Captain 
Bafk took a earvej of hia provisions for the three montlia 
of operations, which he found to coneiBt of two boxes of 
macFaroni, a case of cocoa, twentrf-seven bags of pern- 
mican of about SOlbs. each, and a teg with two galloas of 
mm. This he considered an adequata supply if all tnmed 
out Bonnd and good. The difficulty, however, of trans- 
porting a weight of BOOOlbs. over ice and rocks by a cir- 
trnitoQH route of fnQ 200 milea may he easily conceived, 
not to mention the pain endured in walking on some parta 
where the ico formed innumerable spikes that pierceu lik» 
needles, and in other placm where it was ao black and 
decayed, that it threatened at every step to engulf the 
adventuTons traveller. These and aiinilar difficulties eouid 
only be overcome by the most steady perseverance, and 
the most determined resolution. 

Among the group of darit figures huddled together in 
the Indian encampment around tlicm, Capt. Hack found 
his old acquaintance, the Indian beauty of whom mention 
is made in Sir John Franklia's narrative under the name 
of Green Stockings. Although surrounded with a family, 
with one urchin in her doak clinging to her back, and 
several other materaid accomptuumenta, Capt. Bock imme- 
diately recognised her, and called her by her name, at 
which she laughed, and said she was on old woman now, 
and begged that she might be relieved by the " medicine 
man," for ahe was very much out of health. However, 
notwithstanding all this, she was stilj the beauty of the 
tribe, and with that conscionsness which belongs to all 
bellea, savage or polite, ahe seemed by no means dibplensed 
when Back sketched hw portrait. — (p. ;i07.) 

Mr. McLeod was now sent back, taking with hiin tea 
persons and fourteen dogs. His instructions were to pro- 
ceed to Fort Eeaolution for the stores expected to be sent 
there by the Hudson's Bay Company, to build a house in. 
some good locality, for a permanent fishing station, and to 
he again on the banks of the Fish Hiver by the middle of 
September, to afford Back and his party any asBistance or 



preter that Capt. Back was in hia immediate neighhourkood, 
said, " I have known the chief a long time, tmd I am afraid 
I shall never see liim again ; I will go to him-" On hia 
arrival he cautioned Back a^iofrt, ftie iasi^ii'a ^A. v w^sc 
n-Mch be distinctlv told liim tiie. -pieaeTA "CB»:a cS. "^sJaw^* 
inen-Dofiingof. Se also warned ton s^mvA'Safttt™^'*^ 
of the EsqniinBUS, which ke 6a\4 was aivia^*-ma»*«''^''^^ 
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the guise of friendship, obaerring they would attack him 
when he leaat expected it. " I am afraid," continued the 
good old chief, " that I shall never aee you as^J ^U-t 
should yon eacape from the great water, take care yoQ are 
not caught by the winter, and thrown into a sitnatioD like 
that in which yott were on your return &om the Copper- 
mine, for yon are alone, and the Indians cannot assist yon." 

The carpenters, with an Iroquois, not being ftirther 
required, were dismissed to join Mr. McLcod, and on the 
8th of JuIt they proceeded down the river. The boat was 
now lann^ed and laden with her cargo, which, together 
with ten persons, she stowed well enough for a smooth 
river, but not for a lake or sea way. The weight was cal- 
culated at 3360 lbs., exclusive of the awning, poles, sails, 
Ac. and tie erew. 

Their progress to the sea was now one continued succea- 
Mon of dangerous and formidable falls, rapids, and cataracts, 
which frequently made Back hold his breath, espeeting to 
■ee the boat dashed to sbivcrs against some protruding 
rocks amidst the foam and iiiry at the foot of a rapid. The 
only wonder is how in their frail leak^ boat ther ever shot 
one of the rapids. Bapid after rapid, and fall after fall, 
were passed, each accompanied with more or less danger ; 
and in one instance the boat was only saved by all hands 
jumping into the breakers, and keeping her stem up the 
stream, until she was cleared from a rock that had bronght 
her up. They had hardly time to get into their places 
again, when they were carried with considerable velocity 
past a river whiohjoined from the westward. After pasB- 
mg no less than five rapids within the distance of three 
mues, they came to one long and appalling one, full of 
rocks and large boulders ; the sides hemmed in by a wall 
of ice, and the current flying with the velocity and force of 
a torrent. The boat was lightened of her cargo, and Capt. 
Back placed himself on a higi rock, with an anxious deau« 
to see her run the rapid. He had every hope which con- 
fidence in the judgment and deiterity of hia principal men 
could inspire, but it was impossible not to feel that one 
crash would be fatal to the eipedition. Away they went 
with the speed of an arrow, and in a moment the foam and 
rtcka hid them from view. Back at last heard what 
sounded in his ear like a wild shriek, and he saw Dr. Kinfr, 
who was a hundred yards before Iiim, make a sign wiu 
bis gim, and then ruu forward. Back followed with a' 
agitation which may easily be conceived, w^tito^os ■ — 
pressible joy be found that the elmek "saa ftie ^^m 
■trhoop of tie crew, who had landed aaSd? ■■m, a ma 



CAFTAIS back's LINT) JOTTHKET, 13S 

Iwlow, For nearly 100 miles of the distanee theyvure 
impeded by these frightt'iii whirlpools, and strong and 
heavy rapiiia. 

On opening one of their bags of pemmican, the ingenidty 
of the Indiana at pilfering waa diaeovered, succeseive 
layera of mixed sand, stonea, and green meat having been 
artfiiUy and cleverly Hubstituted for the dry meat. Fearful 
that they might be carrying heaps of sf one instead of pro- 
vision, Back had to examine carefully the remainder, -nhich 
were aU fonnd sound and troll-tasted. Ho began to fear, 
irom the inclination of the river at one time towards Ike 
south, that it would be found to discharge itself ia Ches- 
terfield Inlet, in Hudson's Bay, but subseqaently, to his 
great joy, it took a direct course towards the north, and 
his hopes of reaching the Polar Sea were revived. The 
river now led into several large lakes, some studded with 
islands, which were named successively after Sir H. Pelly, 
and Mr. GtariT', of the Hudson's Bay Company j two others 
were named Lake MacdougaU and Lake Franklin. 

On the 28th of July they fell in with a tribe of about 
thirty-five very frienflly Eaqnimnus, who aided them in 
trans|}orting their boat over the last long and steep portage, 
to which his men were utterly uneijual, and Ba^!K jnstly 
remarks, t-o their kind ossistiLnce he is mainly indebted for 
getting to the sea at all. 

It waa late when they got away, and while threading 
their course between some sand-banks with o strong cur- 
rent, they first caught sight of a nmjestTic headlsind in the 
extreme distance to the norih, wluch had a coast-like 
appearance. This important promontoryBaofc subsequently 
named after onr gracious Queen, then Princess Victoria. 

" This then," observes Back, " may he considered as the 
mouth of the Thlew-ee-choh, whieli after a violent and 
tortuOBS course of 530 geographical miles, running tbrougli 
an iron-ribbed country, without a single tree on the whole 
line of its banks, expanding into five large lakes, with clear 
horizon, moat embarraseing to the navigator, and broken 
info falls, cascades, and rapids, to the number of eighty- 
three in the whole, pours its water into the Polar Sea, m 
lat. 67'' W N., and long. 94° 30' W., that is to say, about 
thirty- seven miles more south than the Coppermine Eiver, 
and nineteen miles more south than that of Back's Eiver 

!of Franklin) at the lower extremity of Bathurst's Inlet. 
p. 390.) 
For several days Back wus tCoVeto'crate^^w.^^'^'*' "^5". 
cress along the eaBtem 8\iore,"m coii6e(ip.eTiee o^-i^*^"^ 
My of drift-iee. Abatxeii, tocV^ *"■ — ''"""" 
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higk tcfiB named Cape Beaufort, Etfter tie preecnt hjdro- 
graplier to the Admiralty- A bluff point on the eastemBidiB 
of the estuary, wiiioli he confiidered to be the nortbeni 
extreme, he itomed Capo Hay. Deov and Sirapsou, liow- 
erer, in 1839, trate.d tiie nhore mucli beyond this. Tlie 
difficulties met with here began to dispirit the men. 
For a week or ten days they bad a continuatiou of wet, 
■'biUy, foggy weatLer, and the only vegetation, fern and 
moBB, was HO wet that it would not burn ; being tlinB 
witliout fuel, during this time they had but one hot meal. 
Aim oat witkout water, witliout any means of warmth, oi' 
any tind of warm or comforting food, sinldnp; knee-deep, 
BS they proceeded on land, in the soft slush and snow, no 
wonder that some of the beat men, benumbed in their 
limbs and dispirited by the dreary and unpronuEing pro- 
spect before them, broke out for a moment, in low mnr- 
mnrings, that theirs was a hard and paiufu] duty. 

OLpUift Back found it utterly impossible to proceed, a« 
he tad intended, to the Point Tumagain of Franklin, and 
after vainly essaying alaudeipeditionby three of the best 
walkers, and these having returned, after making but 
Sfbeen miles' way, in consequence of the heavy rain^ txid 
the Hwampy nature of the ground, he came to the resolu- 
tion of returning. Befleoting, he says, on tbc lon^ and 
dangerous stream they had to ascend, combining all the 
bad features of the worst rivers in the country, the hazard 
of the falls and rapids, and the slender hope which re- 
mained of their attaining even a single mile further, he 
felt he had no choice. Assembling, therefore, the meo 
around him, and unfurling the British flag, which, waa 
saluted with three cheers, he announced to them this 
determmation. The latitude ofthisplace was 68° 13' 57" K., 
and longitude 94° 58' 1" W. The extreme point seen to 
the northward on the western side of the estuary, in lati- 
tude 68° 46' S., longitude 96° 20' "W., Back named Cape 
Eichardson. The spirits of many of the men, whose health 
had sufiered greauy for want of warm and nourishing 
food, now brightened, and they set to work with alacrity to 
prepwfl for their return jonmey. The boat being dragged 
across, was brought to the place of their former station, 
. after which the crew went back four miles for their 
baggage. The whole was safely conveyed over before the 
evening, when the water-casks were broken up to make a 
&v to wnria & kettle of cocon, the second hot meal they 
iad had for nine days. 
Oji the 15th of August, they -mauo^ei to inaVe 'C&Ktt 
''V about tweatj mileB, oiitheu: ieWsivto'iiBN«».'ii«;K4. 
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throueh a breaeli in the ic«, till liey came to opra wnter. 
The difficulties of the river -(rere doubled in the ascent, 
from having to proceed against the Btream. All the ob- 
stacles of Foets, rapids. Kaudbeuks, and losg portages had 
to he faced. In some days as many as Bi^rteen or twen^ 
rapicie were aaeended. Ihej foimd, aa they proceeded, 
that many of the depoeita of provisions, on which they 
relied, had been diacovered and destroyed by wolves. 
On the 16th of September they met Mr. McLeod and his 
partv, who had been geveral days at Sand Hill Bar, wait- 
mo for them. On the 24th they reached the Ah-hel-desffy, 
where they met with some Indians, Thevwere ultimat^ 
-Stopped by one moat formidable perpenffieular fell, and as 
it was found impossible to coavey the boat further over bo 
nioged and mountainons a coun'liy, most of the deelivitiea 
of which were coated with thin ice, and the wht^e 
hidden bv snow, it was here abandoned, and the party 
proceeded the rest oi the journey on foot, each laden with 
a pack of about TSlbs. weight. 

Late on the S7th of September they arrived at tbeirold 
habitation, Fort Enhance, after being absent nearly four 
months, wearied indeed, but " truly gratefiil for the mani- 
fold mercies they had ecperienced in the eourse of their 
long and perilous journey." AmuiEementB were now 
made to pans the winter as corafortably aa their mesas 
would permit, and as there was no probability that there 
would be sufficient food in the house for the consumption 
of the whole party, all exoept six were sent with Mr, 
McLeod to the flsheriea. The Indiana brought them pro- 
visiona from time to time, and their friend iiajtcho, with 
his followers, though uot very Bnecessfol in hunting, 
was not wanting in his contributions. This old chieftain 
was, however, no longer the same active and important 
personaee he had been in the days when he rendered such 
good Berrico to Sir John FranMin, Oldage andinfirmitieB 
were creeping on him and rendering him peevish and 
ScHe. 

On the Slst of March following, having leit directions 
with Dr. King to proceed, at the proper seaKon. to the 
Company's factory at Hudson's Boy, to embark for Eng- 
land in their spring ships. Captain Back set out on ms 
return through Canada, calling at the Fisheries to bid 
farewell to his esleetned fnend, Mr. McLeod, and arriving 
at Norway Honse <m the Slth of Jwne, ■w'a'eie \«i ^W^i^ 
iuged the accoTmls due lot s\.OTeft, Jtt., \K._;ftc«i 



Hudson's ^BY Company. He TjTOceeaci ^^iCQtt'wi'^'ew 
Tork, embarled for EnglimA and w^^ei ^-^ Awio:^^ 
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on tlie Sill of September, after aa absence of two years 
Bud a half. Back ^as honoured with an Hudieiiiie of hif 
Majesty, who expressed his approbation of hia efforts^ 
first in the cause of humanity, and next in that of geo- 
graphical and sraentiflc research. He has since been 
knighted; and in 1835, the Eoyal Greograpliieal Society 
awmled him tteir gold medal (the Eoyal premium) for 
his dispoverr of the Great Fish Eiyer and naTigating it to 
the aea on tne Arctic coast. 

Dr. King, with the remainder of the party, (eight men.) 
reached England, in the Hudson's Bay Company's ship, in 
the following month, October. 

Of Captain Baek'fl travels it haa been .juetly observed 
that it is impossible to rise from the peruad, of them 
withont being struck with astonishment at the extent oi 
aufferings wHich the hmnan frame can endure, and at tlie 
same time the wondrous display of fortitude which was 
exhibited under circumstances of so appalling a nature, 
as to invest the narrative with the character of a ro- 
mantic fiction, rather than an unexaggerated tale of actual 
reality. He, however, suffered not despair nor despon- 
dency to overcome him, but gallantly and iradainitedly 
pursued hia course, until he returned to his native land 
to add to the number of those noble spirits whose names 
will be carried to posterity as the brigntest ornaments to 
the country which gave tkem birth. 

Captain Back's Votaoe op the Tekrob, 

In the year 1836 Captain Bact, who had only returned 

tiie previous autmnn, at the recommeudition of the Geo- 

faphical Society, undertook a voyage in the Terror up 
udson's Strait. 

He was to reach Wager Eivet, or Eepulae Bay, and to 
m^e an overland journey to examine the bottom of 
Prince Kegent Inlet, sendmg other parties to the north 
and west to examine the Strait of the Fury and Hecla, 
and to reach, if possible, Franklin's Point Tumagain. 

Leaving England on the 14th of June, he arrived on 
the Hith of August, at Salisbury Island, and proceeded up 
the Frozen Strait ; off Cape Comfort tie ship got frozeo 
in, and on the breaking up of the ice by one of those frequent 
convulsions, the vessel was drifted right up the Frozen 
Channel, grinding large heaps that opposed ner progress 
topoirder. 
irom December to Marcli sbe ^aa drVveB. >ftio">v\.\^ ftia 
■"■"T of the Btorma and ice, aU attempts \a ia\Bawi aw 
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Leing utterly powerlesa. She thus floated till the 10th 
of July, and wr three days was on her heam-enda ; but 
on the 14th suddenly righted. The crazy vesBel with her 
gaping wounds waa Bcarcely able to tranEport the crew 
aeroHB the stormy watera oF the Atlantic, but the return 
voyage, which was rendered absolutely necessary, was 
fortunately accomplished safely, 

1 ahaU now give a coneiae simmiary of Captain Sir 
George Back's Arctic services, so as to present it more 
readily to the reader. 

In 1818 he was Admiralty Mate on board the Tivnt, 
under Franklin. In 1819 he again accompanied him on 
hia first overland journey, and was with hmi in all those 
perilons Eufferin^s which are elsewhere narrated. He 
was also as a Lieutenant with Franklin on his second 
journey in 1825. Having been in the interval promoted 
o the rant of Commander, he proceeded, i '"" 



He was posted on the 30th of September, 1835, 
appointed in the following year to the command of the 
Terror, iot a voyage of discovery in Hudson's Bay. 

Messes. Deask isn Simpson's Discovebi^s. 

In 1S36 the Hudson's Bay Company resolved upon 
undertaking the completion of the survey of the northern 
coast of their territories, forming the shores of Arotio 
America, and small portions of which were left nndo- 
termined between the discoveries of Captains Back Mid 
Franklin. 

Thev commissioned to this task two of their officers, 
Mr. liomas Simpson and Mr. Peter Warren Dease, who 
were sent out with a party of twelve men from the 
company's chief fort, with proper aids and appliances. 
Deacendinff the Mackenzie to the sea, they reached and 
sui-veyed in July, 1837. the remainder of the western 
part of the coast left unexamined by Franklin in 182Q. 
from his Eeturn E«ef to Cape Barrow, where the 
S/ossom'thoaia turned back. 

Proceeding on from Eetum Eeef two new rivers were 
discovered — the Garry and the Colville ; the latter more 
than a thousand miles in length. Although it was the 
height of summer, the ground was found frozen several 
inches below the aurftice, t\ie s^ra.^ ^towi wi. "Oob t«;K4 
and n)rgmg of their boats, ani ^'iie ite \a.-^ -sm.wi'^ «''>■ 
solid in tlie bays, as iu tlie de^ftv o5 vfrnWit. 
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On tlie J,th of AuMst, liaving left the boats anil pro- 
caeded on by land, Mr. SimpBOU arrived at Elson Bay, 
whii:li point Lieutenant Elson uad reached in the -B/ofjim)'* 
barge m 1326, 

The party now returned to ■winter at Fort Confidence, 
<Hi Great Bear Lake, whence they were instructed to 
prosecute their search to the eastward next season, aod 
to comiuumcate if possible with Sir George Back's expe- 
dition. 

They left their winter guartera on the 6th of June, 1838, 
and descended Dease's Eiver. They found the Copper- 
mine Biver much swollen by floods, and encumbered with 
msfaea of floating ice. The rapids they had to pass were 
Tery perilous, as may be interred from the following 
graphic deaeription: — 

"We Lad to pull for our lives to keep out ot the suctioii 
of the precipices, along whoso base the breakers raged and 
Ewmed with orerwhelming fuiy. Shortly before noon, we 
came in sight of Escape Bapid of Franklin ; and a glance at 
the overhanging clifTs told us that there was no alternative 
but to ma down with fuU cargo. In an instant," eontinnefl 
Mr. Simpson, "wo were in the vortes; and before we 
were aware, my boat was home towards an isolated rock, 
which the boiling surge almost concealed. To clear it 
on the outside was no longer possible ; our only chance 
of safety was to run between it and the lofty eastern cliff. 
The word was passed, and every breath was hushed. A 
stream which dasHed down upon us over the brow of 
the precipice more than 100 feet in height, mingled 
with the spray that whirled upw-ards from the rapid, 
forming a terrific shower-bath. The pass was about eight 
feet wide, and the error of a single foot on either side 
would have been instant destruction. As, guided by 
Sinclair's consummate Bldll, the boat shot safely througit 
those jaws of death, an involuntary cheer arose. Oar neit 
impulse was to turn round to view the fate of our com- 
rades behind. They had profited by the peril we incurred, 
and kept without tlie treacherous rook in time." 

On me 1st of July they reached the sea, and encamped 

at the mouth of the rirer, where they iraited for the 

* epening of the ice till the 17lh. They doubled Cape 

HuTOW, one of the northern points of BathurBt'a Inlet, on 

the 29tii, but were prevented crossing the inlet by the 

aantmaity of the ice, and obhged to moke a circuit of 

.aearTp 150 mHea by Arctic Soimd. 

Some verrpure speoimena o£ coppeT n't© -wete ?orai6. tm. 

«De of the Bftiry Inlands. After douWiag Ca-geT^misi* 
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on the 9tii of Augusti the lioats ^erc srreated by tlie ice 
in a little bay to whieb tJie name of Boat-liaveii was giTen, 
situate afoont three miles from Franklin's fartkest. Here 
the boats lingered for tke best part of a montli in utter 
hopelessness. Mr. Simpson pushed on therefore on the 
20th, with an exploring purtr of seven men, proTisioned 
for ten days. On the first day they passed Point Tnru- 
s^ain. the limit of Fracfchn's anrrey m 1821. On the 23rd 
iSey had reached an elevated cape, with land apparently 
closing all roTuid to the northward, ao that it waa feared 
they had only been traversing the coast of a hnge bav. 
Btit the perseverance of the adventurous explorer was ftilly 
rew arde d. 

" With, bitter disappointment," writes Mr. Simpson, " I 
ascended the heisht, from whence a vast and splendid 

{irospect burst suddenly upon me. The sea, as if ti'ans- 
ormed by enchantment, rolled its free waves at mv feet. 
and beyond the reach of vision to the eastward. Islands 
of various shape and size oTerspread its surface ; and the 
northern land terminated to the eye in a bold and lofty 
cape, bearing easl^north-east, thiiiy or forty miles diatant, 
while the continental coast trended away south-east, I 
stood, in fact, on a remarkaiile headland, at the eastern, 
cutlet of an ice-ob struct.^ atrait. On the extensive land 
to the northward I bestowed the name of our most 
gracious severely Queen Tictoria. Its eaetem visible 
extremity I called Cape Pellv, in compliment to the 
governor of the Hudson s Bay Company." 

Having reached the limits which prudence dictated m 
tlie face of the long journey back to the boats, mauy of 
Ids men too being lame, Mr. Simpson retraced his steps, 
and the party reached Boat-haven on the 29th of August, 
having traced nearly 140 miles of new coast. The boats 
were cut ont of their icy prison, and commenced their 
re-ascent of the Coppermine on the 3rd of September. 
At its jimctionwiththeEeudalEiver they left their boats, 
and, shouldering their packs, traversed the Barren 
Grounds, and arrived at iJieir residence on the lake by 
the 14th of September. 

The following season these persevering explorers com- 
menced their tlurd voyage. They reacted the Bloody 
Fall on the 22nd of June, 183B, and occupied themselves 
for a week in carefully examining Siohardaon's Biver, 
which waa discovered in the previous yeoi , w\i "Jjarfasa^w* 
itself in (he head of BacVa ln\et,. Oa 'Oq.c "i^ •^'^ '^'^L. 
ficj reached Cape Barrow, Bn4 ^tcna 'Aa "^'^"S^f'^^a. 
were aurpriacd to obeerve Corcnatvoo. G-^ii ■stos^otv 
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of ice, while on their former Tisxt it could Lave been 
crossed on foot. 

They were at Cape Franklin a montli earlier than Mr. 
Simpaon reached it on foot the previous year, and doubled 
Cape Alesandor, the northemiuoBt cape in this quarter, 
on the 2Sth of JuIti after encountering a violent gale. 
They coasted the huge bay extending for about nine 
degreea eastward from thia point, being favoured with 
clear weather, and protected by the various isknda they 
met from tho crusliing state of the ice drifted froni 
seawafd. 

On the 10th of August they opened a strait about ten 
milea wide at each estreniifj, hut narrowing to four or 
five milea in the centre. This strait, which divides the 
mmn land from Boothia, has been called Simpson's Strait. 

On the I3th of August they had passed Kichardson's 
Point and doubled Point Ogle, the furthest poiat of 
Back's Journey in. 1834. 

By the 16th theT had reached Montreal Island in Back's 
Estuary, where they found a deposit of provisions which 
Captain Back had left there that day fire years. The 
peramican was unfit for nee, but out of several pounds 
of chocolate half decayed the men contrived k pick 
sufficient to make a ketlieful of acceptable drink in honour 
of the occasion. There were also a tin case and a few 
fish-hookfl, of which, observes Mr. Simpson, " Mr. Deaae 
and I took possession, as meraorialfl of our having break- 
fasted on the very spot where the tent of our gallant, 
though less successful precursor stood that very day five 
years before." 

By the 20th of August they had reached as far as Aber- 
deen Island to the eastward, from which they had a view 
of an apparently large gulf, corresponding with that 
which had been so correctly described to Parry by the 
inteUigent Esquimaux female as Akkolce. 

From a mountainous ridge about three miles inland a 
view of land in the north-east was obtained, supposed to bo 
one of the southern promontories of Bootma, High, 
and distant islands stretching from E. to E.N.E. (probably 
some in Committee Bay) were seen, and two considerable 
ones were noted far out in the offing. Eemembering 
the length and difficulty of their return route, the 
explorers now retraced their steps. On their return 
rovBee tbey traced sixty miles of the south coast of 

.^_, where at one time ttiej weve uo^ -mote tWa 

ity milea from the site of tlao in&oae\.ic "eoVe , aa ie\*s^ 
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mined by Captain Sir James C. Eoas. On tlie 25th of 
August they erected a high cairn at their fartlieat poiut, 
near Cape HerHchel. 

About 150 milM of the high, bold shores of T'ictoria 
Land, as far as Cape Parry, were also eiamined ; Wel- 
lington, Cambridge, and Byron Bays being survejed and 
accurately laid down. They then stretched across Coro- 
natiou Gulf, and re-entered the Coppermine Eiver on the 
lOth of Sejiteniber. 

Abandoning here one of their boats, with the remaina 
of their nseleBs stores and other articles not required, 
they iiscended the rirer and reached Fort Confidence oa 
thf 2dith of September, after one of tbe lonsest and most 
Bucceasful boat TOyages ever performed on the Polar Sea, 
hftvinp traversed more than 1600 miles of sea. 

In 1838, before the intelligence of this last trip had 
been received, Mr. Simpson was presented by the Eoyal 
Geographical Society of London with the Founder's Grold 
Medal, for diseovcrmg and tracine in 1837 and 1833 about 
300 mUea of the Arctic shores ; out the voyage whieb I 
hare just recorded has added greatly to the laurels which 
he and his bold companions have achieved. 

Db. John Eae's Land Espeditiok, 1840 — 1817. 
Althocbh a little out of its chronological order, I give 
Dr. Bae's exploring trip before I proceed to notice Frank- 
lin's last Toyage, and the different relief expedittons that 
have been sent out during the past two years. 

In 184i(i the Hudson's Company despatched an expe- 
dition of thirteen persons, under the command of Dr. 
John Boe, for tie purpose of surveying the unexplored 
portion of the Arctic coast at the nortU-eastem angle of 
tbe American continent between Dease and Simpson's 
farthest, and the Strait of the Fury and Hecla. 

The expedition left Fort Churchdl, in Hudson's Bay, 
on the Sth of July, 1846, and returned in safety to York 
Factory on the 6th of September in the following year, 
after having, by travelling over the ice and snow in the 
fpriag, traced the coast all the way from the Lord Mayor's 
Bay of Su: John Boss to within eight or ten iiiilea ot the 
Fmy and Hecla Strait, thus proving that eminent navi- 
gntor to have been correct in stating Boothia to be a 
peninsula. 

On tbe 15th of July tbe Voata Smt ^ci. Ka 't^ffla. -vss» 
ice, about tea miles north oJ Ca^e ■S^iaeAoTv,aa'!k^"'*-~^^ 
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BO heavy and closely packed that they were obhged to 
take shelter ia a deep and oarrow inlet that opportuaely 
presented itself, where they were closed up two days. 
On tha 23nd the party reached the moat southerly 

Xiing of Wagec Kiyer or Bay, but were detained tne 
!e day hj the immense Quantities of heavy ice driving 
in and out with the flood and ebb of the tide, which ran at 
the rate of eight miles an hour, forcing up the ice and 

Sinding it against the rocks with a noise like timnder. 
\ the night of the 24th tlie boata anchored at the iiead 
of Eepulse Bay. The following day they anchored in. 
Gibson's Cots, on tlie banis of which they met with a 
BTunll party of Esquimaux ; several of the women wo» 
beads round their wrista, which they had obtained from 
Captain Parry's ships when at Igloolik and Winter 
Island. But they had neither heard nor seen anything 
of Sir John Frankliu- 

Leamiag from a. chart drawn by one of the natives, 
that the isthmus of MelTiUe Fenioaula was only about 
forty miles across, and that of this, owing to a number of 
large lakes, but five miles of land would hare to be 
passed over, Dr. Sae determined to make his way over 
this neck in preference to proceeding by Fox's Channel 
through the Fury and Heda Strait. 

One boat was tliereforo laid up with Iter cargo insecurity, 
and with the other the party aet out, assisted by three 
EsquimaOE. After traversing several large lakes, and 
crossing over sis " portages." on the 2nd of August thoy got 
into the salt water, in Committee Bay, but being able to 
make but little progress to the north-west, in consequence 
of heavy gales and closely packed ice, he returned to hia 
starting pomt. and made preparations for wintering, it being 
found impossible to proceed with the survey at that time. 
The other boat was brought across the isthmus, and bU 
hands were set to work in making preparations for a long 
and cold winter. 

As no wood vaa to be had, stones were collected to 
build a house, which was finiahed by the 2nd of September. 
Its dimensions were twenty feet by fourteen, and about 
eight feet higL The roof waa formed of oJl-clotlia and 
morse-skin coverings, the masts and oars of the boats 
serving as rafters, while the door waa made of parchment 
ekizis stretched over a wooden frame. 

The deer had already commenced migrating southward, 
bat wLenerer in? Jiad leisure, Dr. S,afi sWi\Miei\iis -i^ 
AOif had £'eijaeatly good succesa. sliootms '"^ *"•* ^ 
serea deer withia two miles of tlieir eacam^taeiA. 
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Ontlie leth. of October, the thencometev fell to zero. 
and the greater part of the reindeer had pasBed ; but the 
party had by this time shot 130, and during the remainder 
of October, and in November, thirty^-two more were killed, 
eo that with 200 partridges and a tew salmon, their buow- 
bnilt Inider was prettj well stocked. 

Sufficient fuel nad been collected to last, with economy, 
for cooking;, nntd tlie spring; and n couple of aeala wMok 
had been ehot produced oii enough for tieir lamps. By 
nets Bet in the lakes under tbe ice, a few aalmoa were 
also caught. 

After paBsine a very stormy Trinter, with tKe temperature 
occasionally 47^ below freezing point, and often an allow- 
onee of but one meal a day, towards the end of February 
preparationB for resuming their surveys in the spruig- 
were made. Sleds, similar to those used by the natives, were 
conatructed. In the beginning of March the reindeer began 
to migrate northward, but were very shy. One was shot on 
the 11th. Dr. Eae set out on the 5th of April, in eompanj 
with three men and two Esquimaux as interpreterB, theu" 
provisions and bedding being drawn on sleds oyfour dogs. 
Nothing worthy of notice occutb in this eiploratnry tinp. 
till OE the 18th Eae came in sight of Lord Mayor's Bay, and 
the gronp of islands with which it is studded. The isthmns 
which, connects the land to the northward with Boothia, 
he found to be only about a mde broad. On their return 
the paity fortunately fell in with four Esnuimaas, from 
whom, they obtuined a quantitv of seal's blubber for tiicl and 
do^s' food, and some of the flesh and blood for their own 
use, enough to maintain them for sis days on half aUowance. 

All the parly were more or less affected with snow 
blindness, but arrived at their winter quarters in Repulse 
Bay on the 5th of May, all safe and well, but as black as 
negroes, from the combined eflecta of frost-bites and oil 
smoke. 

On the evening of the 13th May, Dr. Eae again started 
with a chosen party of four men, to trace the west shore 
of Melville Peninsula. Each of the men carried about 
70 lbs. weight. 

Being unable to obtain a drop of water of nature's thaw- 
ing, and fiiel being rather a scarce artiele, they were 
obliged to take smdl kettles of snow under the blankets 
with them, to thaw by the heat of the body. 

Haling reached to about 69° 42' K. Vt., Mii ft5p « 
lon^., and their proYisioTiB \iemg utaa^ ■t^vflK&'u^ '^^ 
were obliged, macb to tkek ^05^'^'"^''^'^'^^ \;a!riVrasa.- 
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ivhen only within IV few miles of the Heclaftiid Fury Strait. 
Early on the morning of the 30tli of May, the party arrived 
at their snow hut on Cape Thomas Simpson. The men 
they hftd left there were well, but very thin, aa they had 
neither canglit nor shot anything eatable, esoept two 
marmots, ana they were preparing to cook a piece ot parch' 
ment skin for their supper. 

" Out journey," says Dr. Kae, " hitherto had been the 
most fatiguing I had ever eiperienced ; the severe esercise, 
with a limited allowance of food, had reduced the whole 
party very much. However, we marched merrily on, 
tightening our belts, — mine came in six inches, — the men 
Towin^ that when they got on full iillowance, they would 
make up for lost time." 

On tEemoi'nins of the 9th of June, they arrived at their 
encampment in Kepnlse Bay, after being absent twen^- 
seven days. The whole parlj then set actively to work 
procuring food, eollecting fuel, and preparing the boata 
for sea ; and the ice in the bay having broken up on the 
11th of August, on the 12th they left their dreary winter 
quarters, and after encountering head winds and Btormy 
weather, reached Churchill Eiver on the Slst of August. 

A gratuity of 4001. was awarded to Mr. Eae, by the 
Hudson's Bay Company, for the important services he had 
thus rendered to the cause of science. 

Captain Sib John Feanklis's Last Expedition, 
1845—1854. 
THATSir JobnJVanklin.nownearJT 9 years absent, is alive, 
we dare not alErm; but that bis ships should be so utterly 
annihilated that no trace of them can be discovered, or if 
they have been eo entirely lost, that not a single life should 
have been saved to relate the disaster, and tnat no traces 
of the crew or vessels should have been met with b 
Esquimaux, or the exploring parties who h 
investicated those coasts, and bays, and inlets to b( 
^erable an extent, is a most extraordinary ciroumstance. 
It is the general belief of those oiEcers who have served in 
the former Arctic expeditions, that whatever accident may 
have befallen the Erebus and Terror, they cannot wholly 
have disappeared fi.'Om those seas, and that some traces of 
their fate, if not some living remu.int of their crews, must 
ier«itoaDy reward the search of the diligent investigator. 
It ia possible that they may te EcranS. la wimteis 'O&b 
Jesst expected. ITiere is Btiu leason., fticn, vii >i'>pe , kq.4. 
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for the great and honourable escrticins which that diriiie 
Bpark in the soul has prompted and sti]] keeps ahye. 

" There is Bomethmg," says the Atkensum, " inteuaely 
interpsticg in the picture of those dreary seas amid whose 
strange and unspeakable solitudes our lost eonntrjTneu are, 
or have been, somewhere impriaoned for so many yeara, 
swarming with the human hfe that is risked to set them 
free. No hunt was ever so exciting — so full of a wild 
grandeur and a profound pathos — as that which has just 
aroused the Arctic echoes ; that wherein their brothers 
and eompaniona have been beating for the track by which 
they may rescue the lost marinerB from the icy grasp of 
the Genius of the North. Fancy these men in their ada- 
mantine prison, wherever it may he, — chained up by the 
Polar Spirit whom they had dared, — hngering through 
years of cold and darkness on the stinted ration that 
Bcorcely feeds the hlood, and the feeble hope that scarcely 
sustains the heart. — and then imagine the rush of emo- 
tions to greet the first cry from that wild hunting-ground 
which should reach their ears ! Through many summera 
has that cry been hstened for, no doubt. Something like 
an expectation of the rescue which it should announce has 
revived with each returning season of comparative light, to 
die of its own baffled intensity as the long dark months 
once more settled down upon their dreary prisonhouse. — 
There is scarcely a doubt that the track being now stnick, 
these long pining hearts may be traced to their lair. "" ' 



revealed P The trail is found, — but what of the weary 
feet that made itP We are not wiUing needlessiy to 
alarm the public sympathies, which have been so gcne- 
lonaly stirred on behalf of the missing men,— but we are 
bound to warn our readers against too sanguine an enter- 
tainment of the hope which the first tidings of the recent 
discovery is calculated to suggest. It is scarcely possible 
that the provisions which were sufficient for three years, 
and adaptable for four, can by any economy which im- 
pUea lees than starvation have been spread over nine,— and 
Bcareely probable that they can have been made to do so 
by the help of any accidents which the place of confine- 
ment supplied. Wo cannot hear of this sudden discovery 
of traces of the vanished crews as living men, without a 
wish which cornea like a pang t\iat \t\iBfl,\)ee-Q.V«ii-^SB«c* 
ago — or even last year. It m8.\teB tVe^iei-rt. «itei'«>_;p^'J^ 
how close relief may have been, to Wisis ^i^aa.%^'*'*''^ 
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forraET years — when it tnmed away. There is ecBPCelf 
reasDii to doubt that had the preieui: oircomBtancee of the 
search occurFsd two years ago — last year perhaps — the 
wanderera would have beea restored. Another year 
makes a fiiffhtfiil difference in the odds: — and wo do not 
think the puhlic will ever feel satisfled with what has heen 
done in this matter if the oracle eo lone questioned, and 
silent BO lonij, shall speat at last — and the answer ahiJl be, 
'It is too late.'" 

In the proaeention of the noble enterprise on which all 
eyes are now turned, it ia not merely seientifio research 
and geographical diaeorery that are at present occupying 
the attention of tJie commanders of vessels sent out; the 
hves of human beings are at stake, and above all, the hrea 
of men who hava nobly perilled everythinc in the cause cf 
national — nay, of nniveraal progress and Knowledge j — of 
men who have evinced on this and other eipeditions the 
most dauntless bravery that ncv men can evince. Who 
can think of the probable fat« of these gallant adveutureiB 
without a shudder P 

Alas ! how tmtkfully has Montgomery depicted Ae 
fatal imprifloament of vessels in these regions: — 

There lies a veaeal In that reBlm of frort, 
Not wreiiked, not etTHnded. jet for ever loal 
Its keel embedded in the Bdlld mses: 
Iti gUstenine Mile appear expanded glosai 



is old aea-fering father's oolj' joy 



Onlekaand, nor iwt, nor toe, nor lempest fea 
Now east ashore, thongli like a hulk he lie, 



Thnngh cin;dre2 cbange, tHI time and tide be put. 
Meet here with interohlngiiiff nhade oad liglit i 

Perennial ice around th' encrOBted how. 

The peopIeclJeok, and fiin-riBg^a moats shiia ^m 
Till from the ann hlmatSf the whOVa ^^ii, 
Or q>Ied beneath a ciystal prnoi^) 
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Ai in pprc oml)i.'t Milh divorgenl lints. 
A rugged bbelt cmbofifl^ wiUl HBO-weedt Bhinea. 
From age lo Hgs Incieawd with anntua mow. 
This new .Uivil Blanc among tlie clouds nay glow, 
Wtione CQolt peak tbat FWliest groeta thq d«wn, 
And latest tmm tbe Eun's uliut ryt wSOidTamu 
S^'iil flram the Zenith, through Mcumbent gloom. 
Bam like a 1iun|i ignn ibis caval tomb. 
Bat vbea tli' ivcbiuieel's trumpf t eoundi on bigli. 
The pHo ehall bacst ta atoms through the ek;. 
And leave lis dead. aputBiting at the call. 
Ucked and pale, before [be Jmlge of «li. 



I 



All who read Uiese pages will, I am Bnre, feel tlie deepert 
ajmpatliy and admii^atioii of the zeal, perBererance, and 
conjutJftl affection displayed in Ihe noble and untiring 
efforts of Lady Pranklin to reliere or to discover the fate 
of her distinguished hoeband and the gallant party under 
his eoniinand, despite the difficulties, dieappointmeiita, and 
heart-aickening "nope deferred" with which these effortg 
Lave been attended. AU men mast feel a lively interest in 
the fate of these bold men, and be most desirous to con- 
tribute towards their reeturation to their country and their 
homes. The name of the present Lady Frankhu is as 
" fami!iariiflflhou6eholdword"ineveryhoBom in England) 
she is alike the object of onr adnurntion, our sympathy, 
our hopes, and our prayers. Nay, her mime and that of 
her husband is breathed in prayer in many lands — and, 
oh! how earnest, how zealous, how courageous, have been 
her efforts to find and relieve her husband, for, like Dea- 
dcmona. 



How has she traversed from port to port, biddinf; " God 
speed tbeir mission " to each puoHc and private ship going 
forth on the noble errand of tuercy — how freely and 

ETomptly has she contributed to their comforts. How 
as she watched each arrival from tie north, scanned each 
stray paragraph of news, hurried to the Admiralty on each 
rumour, and kept up with unremitting labour a volumi- 
nous correspondence with nil the quarters of the globe, 
fondly wishing that the had the wings of the dove, that 
she might flee away, and be with Iijth irom whom Heaven 
has seen fit to separate hec so long. 

An American poet well depicts her BantimctLta isi. "Jms 
fbllo'^ing lines i— 



H^ 
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LADY FKAIfKLirrS APPEAL TO THE PTOSIU..) 

Ob. where, mj' long lost-one ; art tliou. 

'Mid Arctic »iu nDd nintry ^kice? 
Deep, PolBT night is on ine now. 



Tell nw, je NortUera winds 1 that sweep 
Down ftom the ra/iess, dusky day — 

Where ^e haie borae, and where ye keep. 
My weil-beloved within your Bwny i 



Tell me, when next ye leave the Pole, 

Wliere ye hiive oh^ned my lord the whllBl 

On the bleak Noribem cliff I nsit 
With teHr-psIned eyes to eee fd come 1 

Wm ye not tell me, ere too late ? 
Or will ye mock while I ojn dumb f 

Tell me, oh tell me, moimtain wives ! 

Whence hare ye leaped and ajvuzig to-day 1 
Have jB passed o'er tlielr sIcciHog grave! 

That ye rush wildly on your way ? 
Will ye sweep on and bear me too 

Down to the caves within the deep ? 
Oh, bring some token to my rlew 

That ye my lored oiie mte will keep 1 

Canst than not k'U me, Fotar Star : 

Where in the froien waste lie kueela? 
And on the iry plains afer 

His lore to God and mc reveals? 
Wilt thou not send one brighter ray 

To my lone heart and aAng eye ? 
Wilt thou not turn my night to day. 

And wake my spirit ere I die ? 

Tell me, oh dreary Korth 1 for now 
My Boul i! like thine Arclio loae -, 

Beneath the darkened skies I bow, 
Or ride the stormy sea atone ! 

Tell me of my beloved I fbr I 
Know not a tay my lord wifliva'. 
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In the early (jart of 1S49 Sir E. Parry stated, that 
m otTering Itis opmioiiE, he did so under a deep sense of 
the aniions and even painfiil responsibility, hoth as re- 
garded the risk of life, as well as the inferior eonsidemtion 
of expense involved in further attempts to rescue our gal. 
(aftt countrymen, or at least the surviving portion of them, 
from their perilous position. 

Butitwashia dehberatc convictioti that the time had 
not yet arrived whea the attempt ought to be givec up as 
hopeless ; the further efforts makine might also be the 
means of determining their fate, ana whether it pleased 
God to give success to those efforts or not, the Lords of 
the Admiralty, and the country at large, would hereafter 
be better satisfied to have followed up the noble attempts 
already made, so long as the most distant hope remains of 
ultimate sacceas. 

la the absence of authentic information of the fate of 
the gallant hand of adventurers, it was well observed, that - 
the iei-ra iiKogniia of the northern coast of Arctic America 
would not only be traced, but minutely surveyed, and the 
solution of the problem of centuries engage the marked 
attention of the House of Commons and the legislative 
asflemblies of other parts of the world. Official and private 
enterprise have achieved all that was desired. Kot only 
have most important geographical discoveries been made, 
new baySjislands, channels, sounds and inlets been laid down 
on our maps, rellectinj; credit on the industry, energy and 
perseverance of Enghshmen, hut, what is more important 
still, many clues of the link guiding us to the nltimate 
fate of the missing Arctic voyagers have been found. 
Unfortunately the track has been struck too late to be 
of use towards recovering any living, but the tidings of 
the dead are of national and individual importance. Even 
if they reopen sorrow in many a mourning breast, any 
intelligence, however sad, is better than incertitude and 
ignorance. We like to know the worst, and there ia even 
consolation in knowing when and how they died. 

Capt. Sir James Boss having returned successful from 
his Aitarotic expedition in the close of the preceding vear, 
in the spring of 1815, the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, upou the recommendation of Sir John Barrow, 
determined on sending out another expedition to the 
North Pole. 

Accordingly the command was pi^en lo S>Vs S&Va. 
Fmaklin, who re-commissioned tfae Ertbus s\-a&.Ter"tw ^"^ 
two vessels which had juat rctuTuei ^-cooi *^«^ '^''^"^'^^^'I^L 

Seas. Thf oviiiiil;t;ini ealloA F-^vt. SUmpniea* CO- ''^OS' tKi^^ 
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of May, 1845. ThefollowingwerotheofBoerBbelongingto- 
those resaela :— 

ISrebus. 
Captain— Sir Johu Fraakliu. K.C.H. 
Commander — Jamea Fitzjames (Capt,) 
Lieutenants— Graliam Gore (CommoDder), Henry T. D. 
Le Veaconte, JameB William Eairiiolme. 
Jfatea — Cha^. F. dea ViEUS (Lieut.), Eobert O. Sergeant 
(Lieut.) 
Seoond Master — Henrr F. Collina. ^^^^ 

' Snrseon — Stephen S. atanley. ^^^^| 

Assistant- Surgeon — Harrv D. S. Goodeir (acting),. ^^^^| 
Paymaster and Purser — Chas. H. Osmer. ^^^^| 

Ice-maater — James £eid, acting. ^^^^| 

teS Petty Officers, Seamen, &c. ^^^M 

Foil oODiplement, 70. ^^^^H 
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Captain— Fras. E. M. Crozier. 

IJeutenanta- Edward Little (Commander), Geo. 
Hodgson, John Irving-. 

Mates— Frederick J. Hornby (Lieut.), Eobert Ilioou» 
(Lieut.) 

Ice-maiter — T. Blanky (acting). 

Second Master — G. A. Maobean. 

Surgeon — John. S. Peddie. 

Ar SI slant- Surgeon — Alexander McDonald. 

Clerk in Chavge— Edwin J. H. Hclpraan. 

67 Petty Officers, Seamen, &c. 

Full complement, 68. 

TLoBe officers whose rank is nithin parenthesis 
promoted during their absence. 

The following is an outline of Capt. Frankhu's 
a recorded in O'EymcB Naval Biography: — 

Sir John Franklin. Et., Ei.li.G., E.C.H., D.C.L., 
F.E.S., waa born in 1786 at SpilEby, in Lincolnshire, and 
is brother of the late Sir W, Franklin, Et.. Ciiief Justice 
of Madras. He entered the navy in October, 1800, as a 
boy on board tlie Polypkemui, 64, Captain John Lawford, 
nnder whom ho aerved as midshipman in the action off 
Copenhagen, 2nd of April, 1801. He then sailed with 
Captain Flinders in H.M. sloop InvesUgahr on a. royage 
of discovery to H^Tew Holland, joining there the armed 
Btore-ship Pofyo/se; he waa wreckiHi on a coral reef near 
Cato Bank on the Xlth of August, 1803. I ahaU not 
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follow him throueli all his Babseqaent period of aetiTO 
naval service, in vvliieli he displayod cocspicuous zeal and 
aetivifj. But we find bid takmg part at the buttle of 
Traf^BT, on the aist of October, 1805, on board the 
Sellerophm, where he waa signal midHhipman. He fras 
couiinned bb Lieutenant on board the Bedford^ 74, llth 
of FebniaiT, 1803, and he then escorted the royal family 
of PortugJ from Lisbon to South America. He wa« 
engaged in very ardnouB services during the expedition 
against New Orleans in the close of 1814, and was slightly 
wounded in boat serviee, and for his bnUiant aervicea on 
this occasion waa warmly and officially recommended for 
promotion. On the 14th of January, 1818, he asBumed 
command of the hired brig 2>enf, in which be aecompanied 
Captain D. Bnchan, of the Darolltea, on the perilous 
voyage of discovery to the neighbourhood of Spitzbereen, 
which I have fuUy recorded elsewhere. In April, 1819, 
having paid off the Titnt in the preceding November, he 
■vraa invested with the conduct of an expedition destinad 
to proceed overland from the shores of Hudson's Bay, for 
the purpose more particularly of ascertaining the actual 
position of the mouth of the Coppermine River, and tlie 
exact trending of the shores of the Polar Sea to the east- 
ward of that river. 

The details of this fearful undertaking, which endnred 
nutil the summer of 1823. and in the course of which h« 
reached as far as Point Tumagain. in latitude 68° 19' K. 
and longitude 109° 25' W., and efiected a journey alto- 



eether of S5S0 miles, Captain Franklin has ably set fori^h 
m his ■' Narrative of a Journey to the Shores of the Polar 
Sea in the yeara 1819-22," ana which I have sbridy:ed in 
preceding pages. He waa promoted to the rank of Com- 
mander on the 1st of January, 1S21, and reached his post 
rank on the 20th of Hovember, 1823. On the 16tE of 
Februarv, 1825, this energetic officer again left ^England 
oa another expedition to the Frozen Hegions, having for 
its object a co-operatioa with Captains F. W. Beeehey 
and "Vv. E. Parry, in ascertaining from opposite quarters 
the existence of a north-west passage. IThe results of this 
BiiBaitm will be found in detail in Capt^ Franklin's 
" Narrative of a Second Expedition to tlio Shores of the 
Polar Sea in 1825-7." 

On his return to England, where he arrived on the 26th 
of Sept., 1827, Franklin waa presentcdby the Geographical 
Society of Paris with a gold medal valued at 1200 francs, 
for having made the moat important acquisitions to geo- 
graphical Icnowledge during tti6 ■^itet«4aa%"^ft*s,'«aiS. ^s^ 
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tie 39tli of April, 1339, he received the honour of knigU- 
liood, besides Deing awarded, ia July following the Oxrord 
degree of a D.CX. 

Prom 1830 to 1834 he was in aetiTe serrice in commflnd 
of H.M.S. Rainbow on the Mediterraneati station, and 
for his esertiona during that period as nonnected with the 
troubles in Greece, waa presented with the order of the 
Redeemer of Greece. Sir Jolm was created a £.C.H. on 
the 35th of January, 1836, and was for some time Governor 
of Van Dicmen's Land. He married, on the 16tli of 
AuguBt, 1823, Eleanor Anne, youngest daugljter of W. 
Porden, Esq., architect, of Bemers Street, London, and 
secondly, on the 6th of November, 1628, Jane, eecond 
daughter of John Griffin, Esq., of Bedford Piace. 

Captain Crozier was in all Parry's espeditions, having 
been midshipman in the fury in 1831, m the Secla in 
1831, went out ea a Lieutenant in the Henla with Parry 
on hid boat expedition to the Pole in 1827, volunteered in 
1836 to go out in search of the missing whalers and their 
crews to Davis Straits, was made a Captain in 1841, and 
was second in command of the Antarctic expedition under 
Sir James Boss, and on his return appointed to the Terror 
as second in command under franklin. 

Lieutenant Gore served us a mate in the last feaiM 
voyage of the Terror, under Back, and was also with 
Itoss in the Antarctic expedition. He has attained his 
commander's rank during lue absence. 

Lieutenant Fairholrae was in the Higer expedition. 

Lieutenoat Little has also been promoted during his 
absence, and so have all the mates. 

Commander Fitzjamcs ia a brave and gallant ofGoerwho 
has seen mnch service in the East, and &B attained to his 
post rank since his departure. 

The Ibrror, it may be remembered, ia the vessel in 
which Captain Sir G. Back made his perilous attempt to 
reach Eepulse Bay in 1833. 

The hrehus and Terror were not expected home unless 

success had early rewarded their efibrts, or some casuaJty 

hastened tlieir return, before the close of 1847, nor were any 

f~ tidings anticipated Irom them in the interval ; but when the 

IKotumn of 1847 arrived without any intelligence of the ships, 
fits attention of H.M. Government was directed to the ne- 
flewity of searching for, and conveying relief to them, in 
ease of their being imprisoned in the ice, or wrecked, and 
in want of provisions and means of transport 
For this purpose a aearching expedition m three divisions 
una Sited out by the Government ia the early part oif 
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1848. The investigation was directed to three difi'eient 
qaarters simTdtanecHisly, viz. : lat, to that ty Trhioh in 
ease of buccbbb the slups would come ont or the Polnr 
Sea, to the westward, or Behring's Strait. This consisted 
of a single ship, tie Plover, oommanded by Captain 
Moore, which left England in the latter end of Jannary 
for the purpose of entering Behring'a Strait. It was 
intended that she shonld arrive there in the mcmth of July, 
and having looked out forawinterliarbour, she might send 
out lier hoats northward and eastward, in which directions 
the discovery ships, if successful, would he met with. 
Tlie Flooer, however, in her first season, never even 
approached the place of her destination, owing to her 
Belling off too late, and to her bad sailing properties. 

Her subsequent proceedings, and those of her boats 
along the coast, will be found narrated in after pages. 

The second division of the expedition was one of boats, 
to explore the coast of the Arctic Sea between the Mac- 
leczio and Coppermine Eivers, or from the 135th to the 
115th deOTCe oF W. longitude, together with the south 
coast of Wollaston Land, it being supposed, that if Sir 
John Franklin's parly had been compelled to leave the 
ships and take to their boats, they would make for thia 
coast, whence they could reach the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany's posts. This party waa placed under the command 
of the faithful friend of FranMin and the companion of 
his former travels. Dr. Sir John Bichardson, who landed 
at New York in April, 1848, and hastened to join his men 
and boats, which were alrefidy in advance towards the 
Arctic shore. He was, however, unsuoceasful ia his 
search. 

The remaining and most important portion of this 
searching expedition consisted of two snips under the 
command of Sir James Boss, which sailed in May, 1S48, 
for the locality in which Franklin's ships entered on their 
course of discovery, viz., the eastern side of Davis Straits. 
These did not, however, succeed, owing to the state of the 
ice, in getting into Lancaster Sound until the season for 
operations hadnearly closed. These ships wintered in tlic 
neighbourhood of Leopold Island, Eegent Inlet, and 
missing the store-ship sent out with provisions and ftiel, 
to enable them to stop out another year, were driven 
out through tie Strait by the pack of ice, and returned 
Lome unsuecessftt!. The subsequent oj^editions conse- 

3uent upon the failure of the foregoing wDl be found fully 
etailed and narrated in tlieir proper order. 
Among the number of lolunteere tot ^.'aB ^wrwtt ti\ e-^- 
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ploration, in the different eearcliing eipeditiona, were tlw 
following ; — Mr. Cliaa. Eeid, lately commanding the wlial- 
ing ship Pacific, and brother to the ice-muster on boaid 
the Evebut, a. man of great experience and respeetaliilitj. 

The Sjjt. Joseph Wolff, who went to Bokhara in eearct 
of Capt. OonoUy and Col. Stoddart. 

Mr. John McLean, who bad passed twenty-fiTe years aa 
an officer and partner of the Hudson's Bay Company, and 
who haa recently published an iutere sting narrative of bu 
ciLperience in the north-west regions. 

Dr. Eichard King, who accompanied Capt. Back in his 
land journey to the month of the Great EibIi Hirer. 

Lieut. Snerard Oaborn, E.N., who has recently gone 
oat in the Pioneer, tender to the Setohite. 

Commander Foreyth, E.N,, who volunteered for all 
the espeditions, and was at last sent out by Lady Franklin 
in the Prince Albert. 

Dr, McCormick, E.N., who served under Capt. Sir E. 
Parry, in the attempt to reach the North Pole, in 1827, 
who twice previously volunteered his services in 1847. 

Capt. Sir John Koss, who sailed out in the Felix, fitted 
out by the Hudson's Bay Company, and hy private aub- 
scriptions ; and many others. 

Up to the year 1854 no inteUigence of any kind has 
been received respecting the expedition, and ita iate is now 
eseitingthe moat intense anxiety, not only on the part 
of the Britiah government and public, but of the whole 
civilized world. The maritime powers of Europe and tba 
United States are vying with each other as to who 
shall be the first to discover some trace of the missing 
navigators, and if they be still alive, to render them assist- 
ance. The Hudson's Bay Company have, with a noble 
libendity, placed all their available resources of men, pro* 
visions, and the services of their chief and most experienced 
traders, at the disposal of Government. The Eusaian autho- 
rities have also given every faeibty for diffusing informa- 
tion and alTording assistance in their territories. 

In a letter from Sir John Pranklin to Col. Sabine, dated 

from the Whale-Fish Islands, 9th of July, 1846, after 

noticing that, including what thev had received from the 

transport, which had accompanied them so far, the Srelms 

and Tb-for had on board provisions, fuel, clothing, and 

stores, for three years complete from that date, i. e. to 

JdJj-, 1S4S; he continues as follows; — "Ihope my dear 

r wife and daughter will not be over-mmoiift \f ice R\wm\i 

' aot return by the iiiae they have fisedupon-, anilioiw^ 

*|^ of you to give them the benefit of yonT aAtice oni e'^- 
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perience wliea that arriveB, for you know well, that even 
aftur tlie Becond winter, without sacceaa in our object, we 
should wish to try some other channel, if the atate of oar 
jroTisioEB, and the health of the erews, just^ it." 

Copt. Dannett, of the whaJer. Prince of Wales, whilst in i 
Mekdle Bay, kst saw the vessels of the expedition, moored 
to an iceberg, ou the 26th of July, in lat. 74° 48' N., long, 
66° 13' W.p waitmg for a favourable opening throngh the 
middle ice fironi Baffin's Bay to Leacaster Sound. Capt. 
Dannett states that during three weeks, aft^r parting com- 
pany with the ships, he experienced very fine weather, and 
thinks they would have made good progress. 

Lieut. Grifiith, in command of the taanaporfc which ac- 
companied them OTit with provisions to Baffin's Bay, reports 
that ne left all hands well and in high spirits. They were 
then fimiiBhed, he adds, with every species of provisions 
for three entire years, independently of five bullocks, mid 
stores of every deacription lor the sajiie period, with aboud- 

The following is Sir John Franklin's official letter sent 
Lome by the transport : — 

" Ser Majesty's Ship ' Erebva,' 
" TFhale-Fish Islands, 12iA of July, 1845. 

" I have the honour to ELcqnaint you, for the informa- 
tion of the Lords ConiiBiaBionerH of the Admiralty, that 
her Majeaty'a shipB ^reiu*and Ifeyror, with the transport, 
arrived at this anchorage on the 4th instant, having had a 
paBsage of one month irom StronmeBs : the transport was 
immediately taken alongaide this ship, that she might he 
the more readily clearea ; and we have been constantly 
employed at that operation tiU last evening, the delay 
having been caused not so much in getting the stores 
transferred to either of the ahipa, aa in nmUng the best 
atowflgeof them below, as well as on the upper deck ; the 
ships are now complete with aupphes of every kind for 
three years ; they are therefore veir deep ; but, happily, 
we have no reason to expect much sea as we proceed 
farther. 

" The magnetic instruments were landed the same morn- 
ing ! BO also were the other instruments requisite for as- 
certaining the position of the observatory ; and it is satis- 
factory to find that the rcaults of the observatjons for 
latituflB and longitude accord very nearly witU. tlioea 
sssimed io the earns place lay Svc "S-taisti, "?«ct^ ■- '*^^^ 
fop Hie dip and variation are eavvaii-j si'MSaJiuOTi , ■^li^^^ 
were made by Captain Ctoziei ■w\'eQ. '*i» ■^aisb■c«sss.»=" 
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beloneing to tke Terror, mid by Commaader Fitzjames 
with those of the Erehus. 

" The ships are now being awnng, for the purpose of 
aaeertaining the dip and deriatioii of the needJe on board, 
as was done at Greenhithe, which, I truBt, will be com- 
pleted thia afternoon, and I hope to be able to sail in the 

" The governor and principal persona are at this time 
absent from Diaeo, so that I have not been able to receive 
any communication from Lead quarters as to the state oi 
the ice to the north ; I have, however, learnt from a Danish 
carpenter in charge of the Eeqnimaai at these islands, 
that though the winter was severe, the spring waa not 
later than usual, nor was the ice later in hreakmg away 
hereabout; he supposes also that it is now loose as fat as 
^4P latitude, and that our prospect is favourable of getting 
across the barrier, and as far as Lancaster Sound, without 
much obstruction. 

" The transport will sail for England this day. I shall 
instruct the agent, Lieutenant Griffiths, to proceed to 
Deptford, and report his arrival to the Secretary of the 
Admiralty. I have much satisfaction in bearing my testi- 
mony to the careful and zealous manner in which Lieut, 
Griditha haa performed the service entrusted to him, and 
would beg to recommend him, as an officer who appears to 
have seen much serrice, to the favourable consideration of 
their lordships. 

" It is uimecessary for nie to assure their lordships of 

the energy and zeal of Captain Crozier, Comioander Fitz- 

iames, and of the officers and men with whom I have the 

tiappinees of being employed on this service. 

" I have, &H., 

(Signed) "JoHs Fbakklin, Captain. 

" The Eight Hon. H. L. Corry, M.P." 

It has often been a matter of surprise that but one at 
the copper cylinders which Sir Joau Franklin was in- 
structed to tliow overboard at stated intervals, to record 
his progress, has ever come to liand, but a recent sight of the 
solitary one which has beeareceived proves to methat they 
are utterly useless for the purpose. A small tube, about 
^fn size of an ordinary rocket-case, is hnrdly ever likely 
"be observed among huge masses of ice, and the waves 

the Atlantic and Paeiilc, unless drifted by accident on 

ore, or near some boat. The Admiralty have wisely 
ordered them to be rendered more conspicuous by beiug 
headed up in eoiae cask or barrel, iustiuctiona being issued 
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to Captain CoUinson and otlier officers of tie different ex- 
peditions to that effect. 

According to Sir JoLn IlicliardBon, who ■was on intimate 
terms with Sir John Franklin, his plana were to ahape his 
course in the first instaace for the neighhonrhood of Cape 
Walker, ajid to push to tlie westward in that parallel, or, 
if tlmt coidd not be accomplished, to make his way south- 
wards, to the channel discovered on the north coast of the 
continent, and so on to Bchring'a Straits ; failing bucccbb 
iu that qnarter, he meant to retrace his coarse to "Wel- 
lington Sound, and attempt a passage northwards of 
Parry's Islands, and if foded there also, to descend 
Itegent Inlet, and seek the passage along the coast dis- 
coTeredhy Messrs. Dease and Simpson. 

Captain Fitzjames, the second in command nnder Sir 
John Franklin, was much inclined to try the passage 
northward of Panr's Islands, and he would no doubt en- 
deavoiir to persuade Sir John to pursue this course if they 
failed to the southward. 

In a private letter of Captun Fitzjamea to Sir John 
Barrow, dated January, 184S, he writes as follows; — 

" It does not appear clear to me what led Parrv down 
Prince Eegent Inlet, after having got as far as Melville 
Island before. The north-west passage is certainly to be 
gone through by Barrow's Strait, but whether south or 
north of Parry's Group, remains to he proved. I am for 
going north, edging north-west till in longitude 1^°, if 
possible." 

I shall now proceed to trace, in chronological order and 
succession, the opinions and proceedings of the chief 
Arctic erplorera and pubhc anthorities, with the private 
suggestions offered, and notice in detail the relief eipe- 
ditiMiH resulting therefrom. 

lu February, 1847, the Lords of the Admiralty state, 
that luLving nidimited confidence in the akdl and resources 
of Sir John Franklin, they " have as yet felt no apprehen- 
sions about his safety; but on the other hand, it is obvious, 
that if no accounts of him should arrive by the end of this 
year, or, as Sir John Boss expects, at an earlier period, 
active steps must then be taken." 

Captain Sir Edward Parry fully concuned in these 
views, observing, " Former experience haa dearly shown, 
that with the resources taken from this country, two 
winters may he passed in the Polar regions, not only in 
safety, but with eonifort : and if any inference can be 
drawn from the abaenee of all intelligence of the expedi- 
tion up to this time, I am disposed to c(roftii«t\ltTi!aKt'->si. 
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favour tlian otlieTwise of tlie succeES whieh. tias attended 
their efibrte." 

Captain Sir G. Back, in a letter to the Secretary of the 
Admiralty, under date 27tli of January, 1848, says, " I 
cannot hring myaelf to entertain more than ordinary 
ansiety for the eafety and return of Sir John. Franldin 
and his gallant companions." 

Captam Sir John Eosa records, in Fehmary, 1847, hia 
opinion that the expedition was frozen up beyond Mel- 
Tille Island, from the known intentions of Sir John 
Frankhn to put hia ships into the drift ice at the western 
end of Melville Island, a risk whicli was deemed in the 
highest deCTee imprudent by Lieutenant Parry and the 
offioera of the expedition of 1819-20, with »Hps of a less 
draught of water, and in every respect better calculated to 
suatam the pressure of the ice, and other daneers to which 
they must £e exposed ; and as it is now well known that 
the expedition has not succeeded in passing Behring'a 
Strait, and if not totally lost, must have been carried, by 
the ice that is known to drift to the southward on land 
seen at a great distance in that direction, and from which 
the accumulation of ice behind them will, as in Hoaa's own 
case, for ever prevent the return of the ships ; conse- 
quently they must be abandoned. When we remember 
with what extreme difficulty !Koss's partv travelled 300 
miles over much smoother ice after they abandoned their 
vessel, it appears very doubtful whether Franklin and his 
men, 138 in number, could possibly travel 600 miles. 

In the contiagenoy of the ships having penetrated some 
considerable distance to the south-weat of Cape Walker, 
and having been hampered and crushed in the narrow 
channels of the Archipelago, which there are reasons for 
believing occupies the space between Victoria, Wollaston, 
and Banks' Lands, it is well remarked by Sir John Eichard- 
Bon, that such accidents among ice ore seldom so sudden 
but that the boats of one or of both ships, with provisions, 
can be saved ; and in such an event the survivors would 
either return to Lancaster Strait, or make for the con- 
tinent, according to their nearness. 

Colonel Sabine remarks, in a letter dated Woolwich, 
-5thof May, 1847,— "Itwas Sir John Franklin's intention, 
if foiled at one point, to try in succession all the probable 
openings into a more navigable part of the Folar Sea : the 
range of coast is conaiderable in which memorials of the 
ships' progress would have to be soneht for, extending 
i'rom Melville Island, in the west, to the great Sound at 
tJiaAead of Baffin's Bay, in the east," 
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Sir John Eiehardaon, when appealed to bj the Admiralty 
in the spring of 1847, as regarded the very atrong eppre- 
hensioiiB expressed at that time for the safety of the 
expedition, considered they were premature, as the shi^ 
■were specially equipped to pass two winters in the Aretio 
Sea, and until the cloge of that Tear he saw no well- 
grounded canse for more anxiety than was natnially felt 
when the expedition sailed from this country on an enter> 
prise of peril, though not greater than tliat which had 
repeatedlybeen encountered by others, nnd on one oceagion 
by Sir John Koss for two winters also, but who returned 
in safety. 

Captain Sir James C. Eosa, in March, 1847, writes, " I 
do not think there is the smallest reason for apprehension 
or anxiety for the safety and auceeas of the expedition; 
no one acquainted with the nature of the navigation of the 
Polar 8eft would have expected they would have been 
able to get through to Behriog'a Strait without spending- 
at least two winters in those re^ons, except under unusually 
favourable cironmstancea, which all the accounts from the 
whalers concur in proving they have not experienced, and 
I am quite anre neither Sir John Frankhn nor Captain 
Crozier expected to do bo. 

" Their last letters to me from Whale-Fish Islands, the 
day previous to their departure from them, inform me 
that they had taten on board provisions for three years 
on full allowance, which they could extend to four yeare 
without any seriona inconvenience; so that we may feel 
assured they cannot want fttira that cause until after the 
middle of July, 1849 ; jt therefore does not appear to me 
at all deairable to aend after them until the spring of the 
next year" (I&IS). 

In the plan submitted by Captam F. W. Boechey, E.N., 
in April, 1847, after premising ■' that there does not at 
present appear to be any reasonable apprehenaion for the 
safety of die expedition," he enggeated (hat it would 
perlmps bo pmdent that a relief expedition should be sent 
cat that Boaaon to Cape Walter, where information of an 
important nature trould most likely be found. From this 
vicinity one vessel could proceed to examine the various 
points and headlands in Begent Inlet, and also those to 
the northward, while the other watched the paaaaee, so 
that Frnnlclin and hia party might not pass unseen, should 
he he on hia retnm. At the end of the season the shipa 
could winter at Port Bowen, or any other port in the 
Ticinitj of Leopold Island. 

" In the spring of 1848," ha adds, " a ^rat^ ^wi^Nut 
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directed to esplore tlic coast, down to Hecla and Fury 
■Strait, and to endearour to pommunicate witli tlie party 
despatched by the Hudeon's Bay Company in that direc- 
tion ; and in connexion with this part of the arrangement, 
it would render the plan complete if a boat eould be 
aent down Back's Kiver to range the coast to the east- 
irard of its month, to meet the above-mentioned party ; 
I wid thna, whilst it would complete the geo^aphy of that 
pBit of the American coast, it wonld at the same time 
complete the line of informatioa as to the ext«n3tTe mea- 
Bures of relief which their lordahips have set on foot, and 
the precise spot where assistance and depfita of prorisionit 
are to bo found. This part of the plan has suegest-ed itselt 
to me from a conversation I had with Sir Jdin Franklin 
as to his first effort being made to the westward and 
south- westward of Gape Walker. It ia possible that, after 

Sassing the Cape, he may have been successful in getting 
own upon Victoria Land, and have passed his first winter 
(184^) thereabout, and that he may have spent his second 
<(nnter at a still more advanced station, and even endured 
i ife third, without either a prospect of success, or of on 
«tttrioation of his vessels within a ci^cn period of time. 

" If, in this condition, which I trust may not be tiie 
case. Sir John Franklin should resolve upon taking to his 
boats, he would prefer attempting a boat navigation througb. 
Sir James Eosse Strait, and np Regent Inlet, to a long 
land journey across the continent to the Hudson's Bay 
Settlements, to which the greater part of his crew would 
be whoEy unequal." 

Sir Jolin Bichardson remarks upon the above sngges' 
tiouH, on the 5th of May, 1847, — "With respect to a piii-ly 
to be aent down Back's Eiver to the bottom of Kegent 
Inlet, its size and outfit wonld require to be equal with 
that of the one new preparing to descend the Mackenzie 
Eiver, and it could scarcely with the utmost exertions be 
organized so as to start this summer. The present scarcity of 
provisions in the Hudson's Bay country precludes the hope 
of assistance from the Company's souUiem posts, and it is 
now too late to provide the means of trausport throuffh 
the interior of supplies from this country, which require 
to be embarked on board the Hudson's Bay ships by the 
^ '&id of June at the latest. 

" Moreover there is no Company's post on the line of 

ick's Eiver nearer than the junction of Slave Siver 
^'<vith Great Slave Lake, and I do not think that under 
tances Sir John Franklin would attempt that 
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" In the snramer of 1840, if tlie reBourr-ns of the party I 
am to condnet remain unimpaired, as I have every reason 
to believe they ■will, much of what Captain Beechey Bng- 
jresta in regard to exploring Victoria JJand may be done 
by it, and indeed forma pmt of the original aeheme. The 
extent of the eiamination of any part of the coast in 
1H48 depends, as I formerly stated, very much on the 
seasons of this autumn and next spring, which influence 
the advance of the boats through a long course of river 
navieation. As Governor Simpson will most likely succeed 
in procuring an Esquimaux ta accompany my parfj, I 
hope by hia meana to obtain such information from parties 
of that nation aa may greatly facihtate our finding the 
ships, should thev be detained in that quarter. 

" Were Sir John Pranklin thrown upon the north coast 
of the continent with his boats, and all his crew, I do 
not think that he would attempt the ascent of any rivet, 
except the Mackenzie. It is navigable for boats o'f large 
draught, without a portage, for 1300 milea from the sea, 
or within forty miles of Fort Chipewyan, one of the 
Company's principal depflts, and there are five otherposts 
in that distance. Though these posts could not furniah. 
provisions to such a party, they could, by providing them 
with nets, and distnouting the men to various fishiog 
atations, do much towards procuring food for them. 

" I concur generally in what Captain Beechey has said 
with regard to Behring's Straits, a iocahty with which ho 
is so intimately acquainted, but beg leave to add one 
remark, viz., that in. high northern latitudes the ordinary 
allowance of animal food is insufficient in the winter 
season to maintain a labouring man in health ; and as Sir 
John Franklin would deem it prudent when detained a 
second winter to shorten the allowance, symptoms of 
scurvy may show themselves among the men, as was the 
oase when Sir Edward Parry wintered two years in Fox's 
Channel. 

'■ A vessel, therefore, meeting the S!rebus and Tert-or 
this season in Behring's Straits, might render great ser- 
vice."— Pari. P^er, iVb. 264, Session 1848. 

The late Sir John Barrow, Bart., in a memorandom 
dated July, 1847, says ; — 

" The nniiety that prevailfi regarding Sir John Franklin, 
and the brave fellows who compose the crews of the two 
ships, is very natural, but somewhat premature ; it arises 
chiefly from nothing having been received from them since 
fixed in the ice of Baffin's Bay, where the last whaling 
ehip of the season of 1815 left them, opposite to thA 
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opeaing into Lancaster Hound. Hitlierto no diffipuhy 
has been found to the entrance into that Sound. If dig. 
appointed, rather than return to the southward, with the 
yiew of wintering at or about Disco, I should be inclined 
to tliinlf that they wouJd endeavour to enter Smith's 
Sound, BO highly spoken of by Baffin, and which juat now 
that gallant and ndvonturoua Russian, Admiral Count 
Wrangel, has pointed ont in a paper addressed to the 
Geographical Society aa the startuig place for an attempt 
to reach the North Pole ; it would appear to he an inlet 
that mns up high to the northward, as an officer in one 
of Parry's aliipfi states that he saw in the line of direction 
along that inlet, the sun at midnight skimming the 
hori/.on. 

" Erom Laneaster Sound FrauMin's instructions directed 
Tiiiri to proceed through Barrow's Strait, aa far as the 
islands on its southern aide eitcnded, which is short of 
Mehille Island, which was to he aroided, not only on 
account of its dangerous coast, but also as being out of 
the direction of the eonrae to the intended object. 
Having, therefore, reached the last known land on the 
southern side of Barrow's Strait, they were to shape a 
direct course to Behring's Strait, without any deviation, 
except what obstruction mis-ht he met with from ice, or 
from islands, in the midst oi the Polar Sea, of which no 
knowledge had at that time been procured : hut if any 
such existed, it would of course he left to their judgment^ 
on the spot, how to get rid of sucli obstructions, hy taking 
a northerly or a southerly course. 

•^ * « « * * 

"The only chance of bringing them upon this (the Ameri- 
can) coBHt iH the possibility of some obstruction having 
tempted them to explore au immense inlet on the northern 
shore of Barrow's htrait (short of Melville Island), called 
Wellington Channel, which Parry felt nn inclination to ex- 
plore; and more than oneof the presentparty betrayed to mo 
a similar inclination, which I discouraged, no one venturing 
to oonjeeture even to what extent it might go, or into 
what mlScuItiea it might lead. 

" Under all these circumstances, it would be an act of 
folly to pronounce any opiaion of the state, condition, or 
position of those two ships ; they are welt suited for their 

Jurpose, and the on]y doubt I bave is that of their being 
ampered by the screws among the ice." 
Sir James C. ICuss, in hie outline of a plan for affordine 
relief, submitted to the Admiralty in December, 184/. 
taggeeted ihni two ships should be sent oat to exanuno 



WeUiogton Channel, alluded to in tlie foregoing me- 
inoraQdum of Sir John Barrow, and the coast between 
Capos Clarence and Walker. A convenient wiater 
harbonr mi^ht be foimd for one of the shipa neor 
Gamier Bay or Cape Eennell. From this position tlie 
coast line eould be explored as fai as it extended to the 
westward, by detached partiefl, early in tho spring, as well 
as the western coaat of Boothia, a eoDsiderable distance 
to the southward; and at a more advanced period of the 
season the whole distanoe to Cape Micolai might be 
completed. 

The other ship ahonld then proceed alone to the west* 
■ward, endeavoormg to reach Wmter Harbour, in MelvOle 
Island, or some convenient port in Banks' Land, in which 
to pass the winter. 

From these points parties might be sent ont early in 
the spring. 

The first parhf should be directed t« trace the western 
coast of Banks' Land, and proceed direct to Cape Bathnrat 
or Cape Parry, on euch of which Sir John iUebardaon 
proposes to leave dep6ta of provisions for its use, and tliea 
to reach the Hudson's Bay Company's settlement at Fort 
Good Hope, on the Mackenzie, whence they might travel 
by the usual route of the traders to tiie principal settle- 
ment, and thence to England. 

The second pwty siionld explore the eastern shore of 
Banka' Land, and make for Capo Krusenstem, where, or 
at Cape Qeame, they will find a vachS of proviBion 
left by Sir John Eichardson, with whom this party may 
commnnicate, and whom it mav nasist in completing the 
examination of Wollaston and Victoria Lands, or retnrn 
to England hy the route he shall deem most advisable. 

Sir James Boss was entrusted with the carrying out of 
this search, in the J£nlerprise and Jnvesiigator, and an 
aeoonnt of the voyage and prooeedings of these vessels 
will be fonnd recorded in its chronological order. 

The following letter from Dr. Richard King to the Lords 
of the Admiralty, containing some useful siwgestions and 
offers, met with no encouragement from my Lords. 

" 17, SavilU Bow, February. 1848. 

" ' The old route of Parry, through Lancaster Sound and 
Barrow's Strait, as far as to the last land on its southern 
Bhore, and thence in a direct line to Bchring's Straits, is 
the route ordered to be pursued by Franklin,' (Barrow's 
Arotio Voyages, p, 11,) 

"The gallant officer has tlius been deB5B,telifii tQ 'jasSi. 
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his a IventnrOTiB way between MelviEe Island a,nd Bu^o' 
Land which Sir E. Parry attempted for two years imsiio- 
cesafiilly. After much toil and hardship, and the best 
ponaideration that great man could gi^e to the subject, he 
recoi ded, at the moment of retreat, in jadelible characters 
theat impresaive thougbts: ' We have been lying near our 
present station, witli an. easterly wind blowmg freah, for 
thirt) -sis honra together, and althougb thia waa consider- 
ably off the land, the i(» had not durmg the whole of that 
time moved a Bingie yard from tii3 shore, affording a proof 
that there was no space in which the ice was at liberty to 
moTe to tbe westward. The navigation of thia part of 
the Polar Sea is only to be performed by watching the 
oocisional opening between the ire and the shore, and 
thei efore, a continuity of land is essential for this purpose ; 
such a continuity of land, which was here abont to fad, as 
mnst necessarily be fiimished by the northern coast of 
America, in whatsoeTer latitude it may be found.' As- 
suming, therefore. Sir John Franklin has been arrested 
between Melville Island and Eanks' Land, where Sir £. 
Parry was arrested by difficidties which he considered ia- 
sormountjible, and he has followed the advice of that gal- 
lant officer, and made for the continuity of America, he 
will have turned the prows of his vessels south and west, 
according as Banks' Land ^nds for Victoria or WoUaston. 
Lands. It is here, therefore, that we may eipect to find 
the expedition wrecked, whence they will make in their 
boats ior the western land of North Somerset, if that land 
ehould not be too far distant. 

" In order to save the party irom the ordeal of a fourth 
winter, when sfarration must be their lot, I propose to 
imdertake the boldest journey that has ever been attempted 
in the northern regions of America, one which was justifi- 
able only from the circumstances. I propose to attempt 
to reach the western land of North Somerset, or the 
eastern portion of Victoria Land, as may be deemed ad- 
visable, oy the close of the approaclung s 
accomplish, in fact, in one summer that which h 
done under two. 

" I rest my hope of success in the perform; 

Herculean task upon the fact that I possess a 

knowledge of the coimtry and the people through which I 
shall have to pass, the health to stand the rigour of the 
■climate, and the strength to undergo the fatigue of mind 
Mod body to iriich I must he ayi^ectcA. &. ^Wea at the 
laap of North America, directed to "BeWm?!»SttK&"-m.'>iwi 
PsciSc, Barrow's Strait in tho Mlantvc, oai t'tte\saA qI 
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North Somerset between them, will mnke it apparent that, 
to render aesietance to a party situated on that coast, there 
are two ways by sea and one by land. Of the two sea< 
ways, the route by the Paeific ia altogether out of the 

Question ; it is an idea of by-gone days ; while that by^tlie 
.tlantic JB so doubtful of euccess, that it is merely neces- 
sary, tci put this Bssiatance aside bb far from certain, to 
mention that Sir John Soss found Barrow's Strait closed 
in the summer of 1833. To a land journey, then, alone wo 
can look for success ; for the failure of a land journey 
would be the exception t<i the rule, while the sea eipedi- 
lion would be the rule itself. To the western land of 
Uorth Somerset, where Sir John Franklin is likely to be 
found, the Great Eish Eiver ia the direct and only route ; 
and although the approach to it is through a country too 
poor and too difficult of acoesa to admit of the transport of 
proTisionB, it may be made the medium of commumcatioo 
between the lost expedition and the ciyihzed norld, and 
euidea be thus placed at their disposal to convey them to 
ihe hunting ei^unds of the Indians. Without such guides 
it is impQaaibie that they can reach these hunting grounds. 
It was by the Great Fish Eiver that I reached the Pohu: 
6ea while acting as second ofBcer in search of Sir John 
Boss, I feci it my duty, therefore, aa one of two officers 
BO peculiarly circumstanced, at the present moment to 
plaoa my views on record as an earnest of my sincerity. 
Even if it should be determined to try and force provision 
veaaela through Barrow's Strait, and sconr the vicinity in 
boats for the lost espedition, and should it succeed, it will 
be satisfactory to know that such a mission as I have prO' 

ned should oe adopted ; while, if these attempts should 
, and the service under consideration be put aside, it 
will be a source of regret that not only the nation at large 
will feel, but the whole civilized world. When this regret 
is felt, and every soul has perished, such a mission as I 
have proposed will be nrged again and again for adoption ; 
for it IS impossible that the country wiU rest satisfiea until 
a seareli be made for the remains of the lost espcdition. 

" The fact that all lands which have a western aspect 
are generally ice-free, wliieh I dwelt largely upon when 
Sir John Fninklin sailed, moat have had weight with tho 
gallant officer ; he will therefore, on finding himself in a A 
eeriouB difficulty, while pushing along the eastern side of I 
Victoria Land, at once foil npon the weslemWii. 'A"5.ss<^ 1 
Somerset, as a refuffe ground, it \ie\uwa 'iX\e owo's'wiKM^- " 
3J<* effort by Behria/s Strait oai "Bwi'i "i^-^^'^*^?^^l, 
worthy in ultenipt, but forlora iQ.\iO?e. "L^ ■Csv'^ 'i-«^^'* 
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effort, it ia aaaumed that Bir Jolin. Franklia liaa made tiio 
paaaagc, aud that his orrQet is between the Mackenzie 
Elver and Icy Cape ; in tho latter, that Sir Jamea Eoss 
will Teach BonkB' Land, and truce its coatinuitj to Yio 
toria and Wollastoa Land, and thus make the ' paeaasfl.' 
First, Wo have no reason to helieve that Sir John FranElia 
and Sir James llosa will be more fortunate than their pre* 
deceaaora, and we cannot trust to tlieir auoceaa. Secondly, 
Wb are unable to assume that Sir Jamea Eoas -ivill reach 
Banks' Land; Sir E. Parry was unable to reach it, and 
only viewed it from ■ diatonee ; much leaa are we able to 
assume that tlie pliant officer will dnd a. high rood to 
Victoria Land, which ia aJtogothcr a terra inmgnita. 

" Mr. T. Simpson, who surveyed the Arctic coast eom- 
priscd between the Coppermine and Coator and Pollnx 
Kivers, has set that question at rest, and is the only autho- 
rity upon the subject. 'A further esploration,' remorkB 
Mr. Simpson, fi^m the moat oaatem limit of his jouroey, 
' would necessarily demand the whole time and energies of 
Buolher expedition, having some point of retreat much 
nearer to the scene of opcrationB than GreaC Bear Lake, 
and Great Bear Lake is to bo the retreat of Sir John 
itichardson. 

" What retreat could Mr. Simpson have meant bnt 
6«at Slave Lake, the retreat of the land party in seardi 
of Sir John Boss F and what other rood to the unexplored 
BTOund, tho western land of Morth Somerset, could that 
iravellcr have meant than Great Fish Biver, that stream 
which. I have pointed out as the ice-free and high road to 
the land where the lost expedition is hkely Lubecound, — to 
\>6 t&o boundary of that pasaof^e which for three -and-a-ludf 
ceutaricH wo have been m vuu endeavouring' to reach, in 
iliipsr 

Captain Sir W. E. Parry, to whom Dr Eing'a pro- 
posal was submitted by the Adniirallj, thus comment* 

" My former opinion, quoted by Dr. King, as to thB I 
I difficulty of aliipB prnetrating to the westward bevOBd I 
I. Cape Dundas {the south-western estremity of Melville B 
■Xdiuid), remains unaltprcd ; and I ahould expect thati 
■^^ John Franklin, being aware of tliis difficulty, wooldr 
~ e his utmost eflbrts t« get to tho southward and we*t 
.jrd before he approached that point, that is, betwee 
■<Uie 100th and llOlh degree of longitude. The morel 
have considered this subject {which haa naturally occiT 
pied amch. of my attention lately), the more difficult I &\% 
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it to ooniecturB where the espeditiou Tuay have atopped, 
either with or without any serious acciilout to the sliipa j 
but aa DO information has reached us up to thia time, I 
conceive that there is some considerable probability of 
their being situated Bomewhere between the loogituda 
I have juat named; Low far they may have pene- 
trated to the Honthward, between those meridians, must 
he a matter of ^ipci'ulation, depending on the state of the 
ice, and the existence of loud in a space hitherto blank on. 

"Be this as it may, I consider it not improbable, as 
BUgsested by Dr. King, that an attempt will be made by 
them to fall back on the western coast of North Somerset, 
wherever that may be found, as being the nearest point 
affording a hope of communication, either with whalers or 
with Bhips sent expressly ia search of the expedition. 

" Agreeing thus far with Dr. King, I am compelled 
to difier with him entirely as to the readiest mode of 
reaching that coast, because I feel satisfied that, with 
the resources of the expedition now equipping nuder 
Sir James Ross, the energy, ekilt and intelligence of that 
officer will render it a matter of no very dilHcult entcrpriae 
to examine the coast in qaeetiou, eitner with his snips, 
boats, or travelling parties ; vheress an attempt to reach 
that coast by an e.\pedition from the contineiit of America 
must, as it appears to me, be extremely hazardons and 
uncertain. And as I understand it to be their lordships' 
intention to direct Sir James Bosa to station one of hia 
ships somewhere about Cape Walker, while the other pro- 
ceeds on the search, and likewise to equip his boats spe- 
cially for tbo purpose of examining the various coasts and 
inlets, I am decidedly of opinion, that, as regards the 
western coast of North Somerset, this plan will be 
much more likely to answer the proposed object than 
any overland expedition. This object will, of course, ba 
tiie more easily aecomphshed, in case of Sir James Hoss 
finding the western coast of N<Hrth Somerset navigable 
for his ships. 

" In regard to Dr. King's suggestion, respecting Vic- 
toria Land and Wollaston Land, supposing Sir John 
Frankhn's ships to have been arrested between the meri- 
dians to which I have already alluded, it does seem, by an 
inspection of the map, not improbable that parties mnj 
attempt to penetrate to the continent in that directioni 
but not being well acquainted with the facilities for reaoh~ 
ing thecoastof Amenca opposite those lands iutiic manner 
u2 
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proposed by Dr. King, I am not eompetent to judge of its 
practicability." 

Nenrlj the whole of tbe weat coast of North Someraet 
nnd Eootliia Tvas (it will bo found hereafter) explored by 
partiea in boats detached from Sir Jamea Eosa's Bhipa in 
1849. 

I append, also, the moat important portions of Sir Jamea 
Soss'e remarka on Dr. Sing's plan. 

" Dr. King begins by asBumiDg that Sir John Franklin 
h&e attempted to push the ahipa through to the westward, 
between Melville Island and Banks' Land (althougl 
directly contrary to his instructions) ; that having beei.-, 
arreBtod by insurmountable difficulties, he would have 
'turned the prows of hia vessel to tie south and weat, 
according aa Banks' Land tends for Victoria or WoUaston 
Land ; " and having been wrecked, or from any other 
canse obliged to abandon their ships, their crews would 
take to the boats, and make for tbe weat coast of North 
Somerset. 

" If the expedition had failed to penetrate to the west- 
ward between Banka' Land and Melyille Island, it ia rery 
probable it would have next attempted to gain the con- 
tinent by a more southerly course ; and supposing that, 
after making only small progress (say 100 miles) to the 
S.W., it should have been then finally stopped or wrecked, 
the calamity wiU have occurred in about latitude 72J° H. 
and longitude 116° W. This point ia only 280 miles 
from the Coppermine Ei»er, and 420 miles from the Mac- 
kenzie, either of which would, therefore, be easily attain- 
able, and at each of which abundance of provision might 
be procured by them, and their return to England a 
measure of no great difficulty. 

"At the point above mentioned, the distance Irom the 
weat coast of North Someraet is probably about 360 miles, 
and tbe moutli of the Great Pish Biver lull 500 ; at neither 
of theae places could they hope to obtain a single day's 
provisions for so large a party ; and Sir John Iranklin'B 

I Ultimate knowledge of the impossibility of ascending thab 
liver, or obtaining any food for his party in passing 
through tho Barren grounds, would concur in deterrbff 
him from attempting to gain either of these points. 
" 1 think it most probable that, from the aituation 
pointed out, he would, when compelled to abandon hia 
abipa, endeavour in the boata to retrace his steps, and 
passing,'- through the channel by wbic\i.\i.6tBA Qi-iBnaiii, 
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and ivhich we have always foand of eaay navigatioii, seek 
the whale ships which annually visit the west coaat of 
Baffin's Bay. 

" It is far more probable, however, that Sir John Frank- 
lin, in obedience to his inatmctioiiE, would endeavour to 
push the ships to the south and west as soon as they passed 
Cape Walker, and the consequence of such a measura, 
owing to the known prevalence of westerly wind, and the 
drift of the main body of the ice, would be (in my opinion) 
their inevitable embarrassment, and if he persevered in 
that direction, which he probably would do, I have no 
hesitation in stating my convietion he would never be able 
to estricat« his ships, and would ultimately be obliged to 
abandon them. It is therefore in latitude 73° N. and 
longitude 106° W, that we may expect to find them 
involved in the ice, or shut up in some harbour. This is 
almost tbe only point in which it is likely they would be 
detained, or from which it would not bo poaaible to convey 
information of their situation to the Hudson's Say Settle- 
ments. 

" If, then, we suppose the crews of tlie ships should be 
compelled, cither this autumn or next spring, to abandon 
their vessels at or near this point, tiiey would moat 
aaauredly endeavour, ia their boats, to reach Lancaster 
Sound ; but I cannot oonoeive any position in which they 
could be placed from which they would make for the 
Great Fish Kiver, or at which any party descending that 
river would bo likely to overtake them; and even if it 
did, of what advantage could it bo to them P 

"If Dr.. King and his party, in their single canoe, did 
fall in with Sir John Franklin and his party on the west 
coast of Korth Somerset, how does he propoao to assist 
themP he would barely have sufficient provision for hia 
own party, and would more probably be in a condition to 
require rather than afford relief. He could only tell them 
what Sir Johu Franklin already knows, from former 
experience, far better than Dr. King, that it would bo 
impossible for ao large a party, or indeed any party not 
previously provided, to travel across the Barren grounds to 
any of the Hudson's Bay Settlements." 

■'All that hsB been done by the way of search since 
Febmary, 1848, tends," persists Dr. King, "to draw 
attention closer and closer to the western land of North 
Somerset, as the position of Sir John. EiaiJiim., ■oo.i'va '^sia 
Oreat Fish for Back) Eiver, aa fti*;'\i\^t(j^'>.Qtw^"-^' 
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Dr. Kinghttstwiceproposed to the Admiralty to pPOceMi 
on the loarcli by this route. "It would," he states, "be 
the happiest moment of my hfe (and my delight at being' 
selected from a lon^ list of Toluntcers, for the relief of 



Sir JobnEoss, was very great) if their lordahipa would 
allow me to go by my old route, the Great Fish Rirer to 
attempt to eavo Iinman life a second time on the shores 



of the Polar Sea. What I did in search of Sir John 
Hosa is the best earnest of what I could do in search of 
Sir John Franklin." 

A meeting of those officers and gcatlemen most con- 
Tersant with Arctic TOyafjca was convened, by the Lords 
Commiaioners of the Admiralty, on the 17th of January, 
1849, at which the followins; were preai'Bt: — Hear- Admiral 
Sir Francis Beaufort, K.C.B.. Captain Sir W. E. Pai-ry, 
B. K., Captain Sir GeorRe Back, E,N.. Captain Sir E. 
Bekher, R.N., Colonel Sabine, RA., and the Itev. Dr. 
Scoreaby. 

A very pretty painting, containing portraits of all the 
principal Arctic voyagers in consultation on these momen- 
touB matters, was made at the time by Mr. Pearse, artist, 
of 53, Bemera Street, Oxford Street, and has since been 
engraved. 

Tiie searching M^pedition nnder Sir James Ross having 
returned unsucceasful, other measures of relief were now 
determined on, and the opinions of the leading officers 
again taken- 

Admiral Sir Francis Beaufort, in his report to the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, on November 24, 
1849, observes -. — 

"There are four ways only in which it is likely that the 
£rebvs and Terror would hai-e been lost — by fire, by 
ennken rocks, hj storm, or by being crushed between two 
fields of ice. £oth vessels would scarcely have taken fire 
together; if one of them had struek on a rock, the other 
"would have avoided the danger. Storms in those narrow 
•eaa, encumbered with ice, raise no swell, and could pro- 
duce no such disaster ; and, therefore, by the fourth cause 
■lone oould the tno vessels have been at once destroyed; 
and even in that case the crewa would have eatuped upon 
the ice (as happens erery year to t]ie whalers) ; they 
would bare saved their loose boats, and reached Bome 
p^t of the American shores. As no traces of an^ saclt 
event have been found on any part of those BhoreB,]t may 
therefore be safely affirmed Mat ozw ahin at least, and 
both the crews, are still in existence -, and therefore the 



point where the; now are is the great matter for con- 
sideration. 

" Their orders wOTild have curried them towards Mel- 
TiUe Island, and then out to the westward, where it is 
thurefore probable that they are enlangled amonsEt ialandB 
and ice. For should they have been arreBted at some 
intermediate place, for instance. Capo Walker, or at one 
of the northern chain of islands, they would nndoubtedly, 
in the course of the three following Tears, ItaTe contrived 
some mpthod of sending notices of their position to the 
chores of Horth Somerset or to Barrow's Strait. 

"If they had reached ranch to the southward of Banks' 
Xand, they would surely hare communicated with the 
tribes on Mackenzie Birer : and if, faihng to get to the 
westward or southward, they had retnmed with the inten- 
tion of penetrating through Wellington Channel, they 
would have detached parties on the ice towards Barrow'e 
Strait, in order to haye deposited statements of th«e 
intentions. 

"The general coaclnaion, therefore, remains, that they 
are Elill locked up in the Archipelago to the westward of 
MelviUe Island. Now, it is woil known that the state of 
the weather alternates between the opposite sides of 
Horthem America, being niild on the one when rigorous 
on the other ; and accordingly, during the two last years, 
wluch have been nnueually severe in Baffin's Bay, the 
United States whalers were suceessfally traversing the 
Polar Sea to the northward of Behring's Straits. The 
same severe weather may possibly prevail on the eaatem 
aide during the summer of 1850, and if so, it is ohvions 
that aa attempt should be now made by the western 

2enine, and not merely to receive the two ships, if they 
ould DO met coming out (aa formerly), but to advnnecin 
the direction of Melville Island, resolutely entering the 
ice, and employmg every possible expedient by sleajpng 
parties, by reconnoitring balloons, and by blasting ihe ice, 
to communicate with them. 

" These vessels sliould bo intrepidly commanded, effec- 
tively manned, and supphed with the best means fw 
travelling across the ice to the English or to the ItussJaa 
setllementa, aa it will be of tie greatest importance to be 
informed of what progress the e^edition has made ; and 
for this purpose litewise tlio Pkmer will be of material 
service, lying at some advanced point near Icy Cape, ondt _ 
ready to receive intelligence, and to convey it t'" "-'— ■ 
paulbuski or to Panama. 



IfiS PROMtESS or ABOTtO DIBOOraRIT. 

"Tteae vegaela should enter Belirmg'fl Strait before 
tte tat of August, and therefore eyerr effort should ba 
now inadfl to despatch thoni from England before Chriat- 
moB. They mijiht water at the Falldand Islands, and 
agMn at the Sandwich Islands, where they would be ready- 
to receive additional instructions vi& Panama, by one of 
the Pacific steamers, and by which vessel they might be 
pushed on some little distance to the northward. 

•■It see 



Strait, and are detained somewhere in the space south- 
■westward of Banks' Land. Oa tlie other hand, should 
they, after the first or second summer, have been unsuc- 
cessful in that direotioQ, they may have attempted to 
proceed to the northward, either through Wellington 
Channel, or through some other of the openings among 
the same group of islands. I do not myaclf attach any 
BUperior importance to Wellington Channel aa regards tho 
north-west passage, but I understand tliat Sir John 
JVanklin didT, and that he atrono[ly expressed to Lord ' Tl 
Haddington his intention of attempting that route, "'' *---■■ 
sbould fail in effecting tho more direct passage t 
westward. 

" The ships havins; been fully vietualled for three yei 
the resources may, by due precautions, have been extern, 
to four years for tho whole crews ; but it has ocenrred 
me, since I had the honour of conferring with th( 
lordships, that, if their numbers have been gradual _ 
diminished to any considerable extent by death (a o<hi- 
lingonoT which is but too probable, considering their 
tuLparaJleled detention in the ice), the resourees would be 
proportionably extended for the Burvivora, whom it might, 
therefore, be found expedient to transfer to one of th« 
ships, with all the remaining stores, and with that one 
ebip to continue the endeaTOW to push westward, or to 
return to tho eastward, aa circumstances might render 
expedient ; in that ease, the necessity for quitting botb- 
the ships in the past summer might not improbably ' 
been obviated. 

" I7nder these circumstances, which, it must be admil 
amonnt to no more tlmn mere conjecture, it seems t< 
expedient still to prosecute the aearch in both directions ; 
namely, by way of Behring'a Strait (to which J look with 
the strongest hope}, and also by that of Barrow's Strait. 
In the latter direction, it ought, I think, to bebome ir 
mind, that the more than usual difficulties with which "' 
J^nes 'Robs had to contend tia.Te, in reality, left na w 



tnder 
both-^^^H 
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Ttry little more inform ation than before he left Enirlaud, 
and 1 cannot contemplate, without serious npprelicnsion, 
leaving tlint opening without still further eeareh in tho 
ensuing sprin;;, in case of the missing erewe havtug failen 
back to tHo eastern coast of North. Somerset, where they 
would naturally look for supplies to be deposited for them, 
in addition, to tho chance of finding some of those left by 
the Fury. For the purpose of ftirther pursuing the search. 
by way of Barrow's Strait, perhaps two amaU vessels of 
ISO or 200 tons might suffice, but they must be square 
rigged for. the navigotion among the iee. Of course the 
object of such yessola would be nearly that which Sir 
James Eosa's endeavours have failed to accomplish; and 
the proviaions, &c., left by that officer at Whaler Point, 
as well as any which may be deposited in that neighbour- 
hood by the North Star, would greatly add to the reBOurcea, 
facilitate the operations, and leaBen. tUeriskof any attempt 
made in that (Erection. 

" If, however, there be time to get ships to Behring's 
Strait by the first week in August, 1850, which womd 
perhaps require the aid of ateam-veBselB to accomplish 
with any degree of certainty, I recommend that the 
IhUerpme and Investigator be forthwith equipped and 
despatched there, with instructious to push through the 
ica to tho E.N.E. as far as possible in tho ensuing season, 
with the hope of meeting with at least one of the ships, 
or any of tho parties which may have been detached from . 
them. This attempt has never yet been made by any 
ehips, and I cling very strongly to the belief that such an 
efibrt might be attended with success in rescuing at least 
a portion of our people. 

" My reason for urging this upon their Lordships is, 
that the admirable instructions nnder which the Plover, 
assisted by the Herald, is acting, embraces only the search 
of the coast line eastward from Icy Gape ; sinuo the 
boats and baidars cannot etfoct anything except by creep- 
ing along, as opportunities offer, between flie ice and the 
land, so that this plan of operations meets only the con- 
tingency of parties reaching, or ueorly reaching, tho land; 
whereas the chance of rescue would, as it appears to me, 
be immensely increased by ships pushing on, clear of the 
coast, towards Banks' Land and Melville Island, as far at 
least as might be practicable in the beat five or sis weeks 
ofthe season of 1860." 

Captain Parry soya — "Although this is the first attempt 
ever made to enter the ice in this direction, with sMpB 
properly equipped for the purpose, there is on Teijg«o.\a 
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BntioipatB any greater difflculties in IJjis navigatioQ tliaii 
thoBo encountered iu otlier parts of the North Polar Seo; 
and, oven in tLe event of not Bucceedingia reaching Banks' 
Xand in the Eummer of the present year, it maj be pos* 
Bible to make such progreag as to afford a reasonable hope 
of effecting that object in. the following season (1851). 
Indeed it is posBLblo tliat, from the well-known fact of tha 
oliaiato being more temperate in a given parallel of lati^ 
tude, in ^oing westward from the Mackenzie Eiver, aome 
comparative advantage may be derived in the navigation 
of <:liii part of the Polar Sea. 

" It IB of importance to the sei-iirity of the Bhips and of 
their crews that they should winter in some harbour or 
bay not at a distance from land, where the ice might bem 
motion during the winter ; and it wiU bo desirable, shoald 
no land be d^overed £t for this purpose, in the spaoe at 

Eosent unexplored between Point Barrow imd Banks* 
md, that endeavonrfl shonld be made to reach the conti- 
nent about the mouth of the Mackenzie Eiver, or further 
eastward, towards Liverpool Bay, where there is reason to 
suppose Bufbcient shelter may be found, and in whioh 
neighbtmrhood, it appears, there is generally no ioe to be 
Been irom the shore for about sis weeks in the months of 
August and September. Sir John Frankhn's Narrative of 
bis Seoond Journey, that of Messrs. Doase and Simpson, 
and the Admiralty Charta, will fiiraish the requisite hydpo- 
graphical information relative to this line of coast, so far 
aa it has been attained. 

" The utmost economy should be exercised in the use of 
provisions and fuel during the time the ships are in winter 
quarters ; and if they ehouid winter on or near the conti- 
nent, there would probably be an opportunity of increasing 
their stock of provisions by means of game or fish, and 
likewise of fuel, by drift or other wood, to some oonwdep- 
able amount. 

" If the progress of the ships in 1850 have been con- 
siderable — for instance, as far as the meridian of 120° W.— 
the probability is, that the most practicable way of retnin- 
ing to England will be, still to push on in the aiuue 
direction during the whole season of 1851, with a view to 
reach Barrow's Strait, and take advantage, if neoeHSary, 
of the resourcoa left by Captain Sir James Eosa at Whaler 
Point, near Leopold Harbour; if not the same season, Kt 
least after a second winter. If, on the other hand, small 
progress shonld have been made to the eastward at the 
□lose of the present summer, it might be prudent thafc 
when half the navigable se&Bon of 1851 shall have expired. 
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no further attempts should be maio in proceeding to tha 
eastward, and that the remaining hidi of that seasoo. 
ehoiJd be occapied in returning to the weatwnrd, with » 
view faD escape from the ice by way of Behrine'a Strait 
after tho winter of 1851-52, so as not to incur th.e ride of 
paBsing a tliird winter in the ice. 

" During- the auramer season, tho most vigilaat look-out 
should be Kept from the maat-hcada of both ships night 
and day, not only for the missing ships, but for any 
detached parties belonginH; to them; and durmg tho few 
iiours of dm-knesa which prevail towards the close of eax^h 
scBson'fi navigation, and also when in winter qusrton, 
signals, by fires, blue lights, rockets, or guns, should be 
made as me means of pointing out the position of the ahips 
to any detached parties belonging to tne misBing Expe^- 
tion. And in the spring, before the- ships can be released 
from the ice, searomnB partjes might be sent out in varionB 
directions, either in boats or by land, to examine the 
neighbouring coasts and inlets for any trace of the missiiig 

Captain Sir George Saek also comments, {Ist of Decenj- 
bar, 1849.) on these intentions, in a letter to the Secretary 
of die Admiralty : — 

" You will be pleased, Sir, to impress on my Iiorda Com- 
missionera, that I wholly reject all and every idea of any 
attempts on the part of Sir John Franklin to send boate 
or detachments over tho ice to any point of tho mainland 
eastward of the Mackenzie Siver, because I can say from 
eirperience, that no toil-worn and exhonated party oould 
have the least chance of existence by going there. 

" On the other hand, from my tiowledge of Sir John 
IVanklin (having been three limes on discoTery together), 
I much doubt if he would quit his ship at all, except in a 
boat ; for any attempt to cross tho ice a long distance on 
foot would be tempting death ; and it is too laborious a 
task to sledge far over such an uneven surface as those 
regions generally present. That great mortality must 
have ooeurred, and tliat one ship, as Sir I". Beaufort hints 
at, may bo lost, are greatly to Be feared; and. as on all 
former expeditions, if the survivors are paralysed by tho 
depressing attacks of scurvy, it would then bo impossible 
for them, however desirous they might bo, to lenre the j 
ship, which must thus become their last moat aradoiui i 
abode. M 

" If, however, open water shonld have allowed Sir J^tt I 
Franklin to haveresortedtohis boats, then I am pereuad*^ I 
lie would make for cither the Madcenzie liiiver, ac, itltulKi 1 
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is far more liltely, from the almoat certainty he must haTO 
felt of finding proviiiou, for Cape Clareuoa im.d Fury Point. 

" I am aware that the whole chances of life in thia 
painful case depend on food ; but ■when I reflect on Sir 
John Eranklin'a former extraordinary preservation under 
miaeries and trials of the most severe description, living 
often on acrapa of old leather and other refuse, I eaanot . 
' despair of hia findiu^ the means to prolong existence till 
aid bo happily sent him." 

Dr. Sir John Eichardson on tlie same day also sends in 
his opinion, as requested, on the proposed despatch of the 
.Enterprise and Investigator to Behring'a Strait : — 

" It seems to me to be very desirable that the western 
shores of the Archipelago of Parry's Islanda should bo 
BegrTched in a high latitude in the manner proposed by the 
hydrographer, 

" If the proposed expedition suoceeda in estahliBhing itg 
winter quarters among these islands, parties detachedover 
the ice may travel to the eastward and south-eastward, so 
as to cross the line of search which it is hoped Mr. Bae 
has been able to pursue in the present summer, and thus 
to determine whether any traces of the missing ships exist 
in looahties the most remot* from Behring'a Strait and 
Lancaster Sound, and from whKuce shipwrecked crews 
would find the greatest difficulty in travelling to any place 
where they could hope to find relief. 

" The climate of Arctic America improves in a sen- 
sible manner wiQi an increase of western longitude. Oo 
the Mackeniiie, on the 185th meridian, the summer is 
warmer than in any district of the continent in the same 

Iiarallel, and it is still finer, and the vegetation more 
uxuriant, on the banks of the Yucon, on t£e 150th meri- 
dian. This superiorifj of climate leads me to infer, that 
ships weU fortified against drift-ice, will find the naviga- 
tion of the Arctio Seas more practicable in its western por- 
tion than it has been found to the eastward. This icuer' 
enee is supported by my own personal experience, as far 
as it goes. I met with no ice in the mouth of August, on 
my late voyage, till I attained tho 123rd meridian, and 
vnich I wa^ led, from that circumstance, to suppose coin- 
eided with the western limits of Parry's Arehipelago. 

" The greater facility of navigating from the west haa 

teen powerfully advocated by others on former occasions [ 

and the ciuo?, perhaps tho only tcbsob. wKj the attemofc to 

penetrate the Polar Sefti from ftiat (^\i\i:\:iit \iBa luANKea. 

assumed since tho time of Coot is. ftiat, tittnVeii?,'ea-o1 "iia 

pr-ivioua voyage to Betring'a Strait, -woiiii coaa^&etAJL-^ 



diminiali the store of provisiona ; but the facilities of obtain- 
ing suppliea in. tlie Pacific aro now ao augmented, that tliis 
objection has bo longer the same force." 

Captain F. W. Beechey, ivriting from Cheltenhain, on 
the let of Decemhec, 1849, eays :— 

" I qnit« n^ee with Sir Francis Beaufort in what ho 
has stated with regard to any casualties which Sir J. 
IFranklin'a ships may hare saatained, and entirely a;p«9 
with him and Sir Edward Parry, that tho expeaition ia 
prohably hampered amongst the ice somewhere to the 
80uth-Tre3tward of Melville Island; but there is yet. a pos- 
sibility whioh does not appear to have been contemplated, 
which ia, that of the scurvy baring spread among; the crew, 
and incapacitated a large proportion of them from making 
any exertion towards their rdease, or that tho whole, in a 
debilitated state, may yet be clinging by liieir vessels, 
esiating sparingly upon the provision which a largo mor- 
tality may have spun out, in the hope of rehef. 

"In the first ease, that of the ships being hampered and 
the crews in good health, I thinV it certain that, as the 
reBourcee of the ships would be expended in May last. Sir 
John Franklin aud his crew have abandoned the ships, 
and pushed forward for the nearest point where they 
might reasonably expect assistance, and which they could 
reasonably reach. 

" There aro consequently three points to which it would 
be proper to direct attention, ana aa the case is urgent, 
every possible method of relief should be energetically 
pnshedforward at as early a period as possible, and directed 
to those points, which, I need scarcely say, aro Barrow's 
Strait, Bchring's Strait, and the northern coast of 
America. 

" Of the measures whioh can be resorted to on the 
northern coast of America, the officers who have had espe- 
rience there, and the Hudson's Bay Company, will be abla 
to jndge ; but I am of opinion, that notiimg should be 
neglecled in that quarter ; for it seems to me aSaost certain 
that Sir John Franklin and hia crew, ii' able to travel, have 
abandoned their ships and made for the continent; and if 
they have not succeeded in gaining the Hudson's Bay ont- 
posts, they have been overtaken by winter before thoy 
could accomplish their purpose. i 

" Lastly, as to the opinion which naturally forces itself I 
upon us, as to the utiUty of the sending rehef to persona I 
wnosQ moans of subsistence wiUbOTe ^aSeiftve-m.Tsxw'a'CBsaa. 1 
ijear by the timo the relief coviii iceack ftieva,"^ ""■s'^*^ ] 
ofcserre, that a. prudent reduction ot t>ia iSiRi-R^wtsi -niwi ^ 
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liave lieeu timely mado to meet an emergenoy, or j 
mortality may have enabled tliB Burvivors to BubsiHt i 
the time required, or it may be that the crews hartt 
miflsed reaching the pointa visited by our parties lasi 
before they quitted them, and ia the one case nmy nq 
Huhfii^ting oa the supplies at Leopold Island, or m hi 
in eastward of Point Barrow, sustained by dep6ts j 
bare been Mien in. with, or by tho native su^plia 
that, under aU the cin!aiiiatanceB, I do not considei ' 
condition so utterly hopeless tUat we aUoald give i» 
expectation of yet being able to render them a tj 
assiEtance. 

" Tho eodeaTonra to push forward might be coati 
imtil the 30th of August at latest, at which time, j 
ships he not near eome land where they can conveni 

CIS a winter, they must direct their course for the l 
d, and seolc a secure harbour in which they i 
remain. And on no account should they risk a wisi 
the pack, in consequence of the tides and shallow ' 
lying off tho coast. 

" Should the expedition Teach Herschel Island, a 
other place of refuge on the coast near the mouth o 
Mackenaia or Colville Eivers, endeavours should bo, 
to communicate information of the ships' position 
summer's proceedings through the Hudson s Bay 
pany or Bussian settlements, and by means of interpn 
and no opportunity should be omitted of gaining fra 
natives information of the missing ressels, as well 
any boat expeditions that may have gone forward, ai 
as of the party under Dr. Kae. 

" If nothing should be heard of Sir Jolin Frani 
1850, partieB of observation should be sent forward i 
spring to intercept the route the ship would have pd 
and in other useful directiouB between winter quartei 
Melville Island ; taking especial care that they retl 
tho ship before the time of liberation of the enips i 
which greatly depends upon their locality. 

" Then, on the breaking up of the ice, shoull 
' favourable appearance of the ice present itself, the 
dition might be left iree to take advantage of ■ 
prospect, or to return roand Point Barrow ; mak 
imperative, however, either to ensure their return, i 
as human foresight may be exercised, or the certaii 
their reaching Melville Island at the close of that m 
and so securing their return to England in 1852. 

" If, after all, any imforeseen event should deta 
ahipa beyond the period MutemplflLted above, erMj 
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to communicate with the Mackenzie i and ahooJd aay 
casualty render it neeiosaary to abandon tho vessels, it 
aliould be borne in mind that the reBerve-ahip wii! remain. 
at her quarters until the autumn of 1S53, unlesa she 
hears of tlie safety of the ships and boats in other direc- 
tions ; irhile in the other quarter, Fort Macpherson, at tho 
entrance of the Maelcenjde, may be relied upon as an aeyltim> 

" The Plover, or resenre-Bhip, should be provided with 
three years' proTisions for her own crew, and for con- 
tinaicncica besides. She should be placed as neap as poa- 
sible to Point Barrow, and provided with interpreters, 
iind the means of offering rcirardii for information; and 
ahe should remain at her quarters so long as there can be 
any occasion for her presence in the Arctic Seas ; or, if 
sba docs not henr anything of tho expedition under Cap- 
tain Collinson, as long as her provisions will la'ft." 

Sir John Eichordaoa offers the following advice for this 
expedition :■ — "If," he says, "it should winter near the 
mouth of the Yucan or ColviUe, that river may be 
ascended in a boat in tho month of June, before the sea 
lee begins to pive way. The river varies in width from 
a, mile and a half to two miles, and flows through a rich, 
well-wooded valley, abounding in moose deer, and having 
a comparatively mild climate. A Enssian trading post 
has been built on it, at the distance of three or four days' 
voyage from the soa, with the current ; but as the current 
is strong, from nine to twelve days'mnetbe allowed for its 
ascent, with the tracking line. It would be unsafe to rely 
upon receiving a supply of provisions at tho Russian post, 
a* it is not litely that any stock beyond what is necessary 
for their own use is laid up by the traders ; and the moose 
■deer being a very ahy anunal, is not easily shot by an 
impractiiied hunter ; but the reindeer abound on the neigh- 
bouring hills, and are much more approachable. The 
■white-fronted goose also breeds in vast flocks in that 
district of the countir, and may be killed in numbers, 
without difficulty, in the month of June. 

" If the expedition should winter within a reasonable 
distance of the Mackenzie, Captain CoUinson maf have 
it in his power to send despatches to England by that 
route. 

" The river opens in June, and as Goon as the ice ceases j 
drive, may be ascended in a boat, with a ftir wind, J 
' '' " with a tracking line. 
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The lowest post at present occupied by the HudBonlM 
■ Company on this nver la Port Grood Hwpe. Th* 
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HitB of this post has been chansfed Beveral times, but it 
is at this timo on tlie rislit banli of the river, in latitnda 
66° 16' N., and is ten or eTeven days' voyage from the aea. 
At Pqint Separation, opposite to the middle channel of 
the delta of the river, and on the promontory vrhich 
Beparatea the Feel and the Mackenzie, there is a case of 
pemmican (80 lbs.) buried, ten feet distant Irom a. tree, 
which has its middle bronchee lopped off, and is marked 
on the trunk with a broad arrow m black paint. A fire 
was made over the pit in irhich the case is concealed, and 
the remaba of the charcoal will point out the exact spot 
This hoard ivas visited last year by a party from Fort: 
Macpherson, Feel's Eiver. when all was safe. 

" Eight baffs of pemmican, weighing 90lb8. each, were 
deposited at Fori; Good Hope in 1848, and would remain 
there luat summer for the use of any boat parties that 
might ascend the river in 1819 ; but it ia probable that 
part, or the whole, may have been used by the Company 
by next year. 

" A boat party ahottid be furnished with a small seine 
and a short herring net, by the use of wliich a good supply 
of fish may often be procured in the eddies or sandy bays 
of the Mackenzie. They shouid also bo provided with b 
good supply of buck-shot, swan-shot, duck-shot, and gun- 
powder. The Loucheus and Hare Indians wiU readily 
give such provisions as they may happen to have, in ex- 
change for aramuuition. They wm expect to receive 
tobacco gratuitously, as thcj are accustomed to do from, 
the traders. 

" The Macfcenaie ia the only water-way by which anv of 
the Hudson's Bay Company'a posts con be reacted from 
the Arctic Sea. There is a post on the Feel Eiver, which 
enters the delta of the Mackenzie, hut no supplies can be 
procured there. To the eastward of the Mackenzie no 
ahip-party would have a chance of Teaching a trading post, 
the neareai to the sea being Port Eesolution, on Gfreat 
Slave Lake, sitnatcd on the Gist parallel of latitude, and 
the intervening hilly country, intersected by numerous 
laJtea and rapid rivers, could not b^ crossed by an oh a 
party in less than an entire sumraor, even could they depend 
on. tneir guns for a supply of food. Neither would it be 
advisable for a party from the ships to attempt t^) reanh 
the posts on the Mackenzie by way of the Coppermine 
Siver and Fort Confidence ; as, in the absence of means of 
transport across Great Bear Lake, the journcv round that 
irregular sheet of water would be long and hazardous. 
BfflT iate Biver is more than fifty miles long, wd Tort 
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Iforraan, ttie nearest post f'n tbe Mackenzie, is thirty 
miles aboTe its mouth. Mr. Eae iras instniEteii to engage 
an Indian ftuniiy or two to hunt on the tract of country 
between the Coppermine and Great Bear Leko in the 
Bummer of 1850; but no Ereat reliance can be placed on 
these Indiana remaining Tong there, oa they desert their 
tnnting quarters on very slight alarms, being in continnal 
dread of enemieB, real or imakinary. 

■'A case of pemmican was hurieil on tlio summit of the 
bant, abont four or five milea from the summit of Cape 
Batliurat, the spot bemg marked by a pole planted in tie 
earth, and the exact locality of the deposit by a fire of 
driftwood, much of which would remain iinconsiimed. 

" Another case was deposited in the cleft of a rock on a 
flmall battlemented clifi', which forma the extreme part of 
Cape Parry. Tlie case was covered witli looae stones ; and 
& pile of stones, painted red and wliite, was erected imme- 
diately in front of it. This cliff resemblea a eocked-hat in 
Bome points of tibw, and projoeta like a tongae from the 
base of a rounded hill, which 'is 500 or 600 feet high. 

" Several cases of pemmican were left closed on a ledge 
of rocks in latitude 68° 35' N., opposite Lambert Island, 
in Dolphin and Union Strait, and in a bay to the west- 
ward of Cape Krusenstera, a small boat and ten pieces of 
pemmican ivere deposited under a Li^ cliff above high- 
water mart, without concealment. The Esquimau! on 
this part of the coast arc not numerous, and from the posi- 
tion of this hoard, it may eacapc discovery by them ; but I 
have every reason to beheve that liie looaiity has been 
visited by Mr, Eae in the paat summer. A deposit of 
larger size, near Cape Kendall, has been more oeiiainly 
Tisited bv Mr. Bae. 

Capt. Sir J. C.Eosa, writes from Haslar, 11th February, 
1830 :— 

" With respect to the probable position of fie Erehu 
and 2fcrror, Iconaider tiuit it is hardly poaaible they^ can 
be anywhere to the eastward of Melville Island, or within 
800 miles of Leopold Island, for if that were the case, they 
would assuredly, during the last spring, have made then- 
way to that point, with the hope of receiving assistance 
from the whale-ships which for several years previous to 
the departure of that expedition from England had been 
in the Tiabit of visiting Prince Eegent Inlet in pursuit of 
whales; and in that case they must have been met with, or 
majta of their encampments have been found by some of 
t,lfe e numerous parties detached from the JSaterprise and 
cinity during the 
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only period of the seaBon in which. Irareliing ia praeticablg 
in those rsgiona. 

"It is probable, therefore, that dnring their flrat sum- 
mer, which waa reinarkablv favonrable for the navigalioa 
of Ihose BeaH, they have oeen enabled {in obedience to 
their orders) to push the ships to the westward of Banks' 
land, and have there become involved in the heavy pack 
of ice which waa observed from Melville Island always to 
be setting past ita westernmost point in a south-east direc- 
tion, and from which puck they may not have been able to 
extricate their ships. 

" From such a position retreat to the eastward would bo 
nest to impossible, whilst the joomey to the Maekenzia 
River, of comparatively easy aceompHshment, together 
witt Sir John IVanHin'a knowledge of the reaoureos in 
the way and of its practicability, would strengthen the 
belief that this meaanre will have been adopted by them 
during the laat spring. 

" If this be assumed as the present position of the JSrebu* 
and Terror, it wonld manifestly be far more easy and safs 
to aflbrd them rehef by means of an expedition entering 
Behring'a Strait, than from any other direction, as it 
would not be neeeaaary for the ahips to depart so far firom 
the aoast of North America as to preclude tlieir keepings 
up a Tegnlai' communication with the Bussian settlemente 
on the liiver Colrille, or those of the Hndaon's Bay Com- 
pany near the mouth of the Mackenzie, whUst the whole 
space between any position in which the ships might 
winter, and Banks' L^d could be thoron^hly examined by 
travelling parties early in the spring, or by boats or steam 
launches atamoreadvancedpenod of the following season." 

Mr. W. Snow, in a letter from New York, dated 7th of 
January, 1860, auggeats a plan for a well- organized expe- 
dition of as many men as could be fitted out from private 
ftrnds. " For instance, let a party of 100 picked men, well 
disciplined and officered, as on board a ship, and accom* 
^4pMued with all the necessary food, scientiQc instruments, 
" i evers^hing usual on aucn expeditious, proceed imme- 
tely, by the ahorteat and most available routes, to th» 
ds in the neiuhboiU'hood of the unexplored regions. If 

■uble, Z wonld suggest that they should proceed first to 

le 'EoTt, on the southern part of Hudson's Bay, and 

■e by small orutl:to Chesterfield Inlet, or otherwise by 

1 reach that ^larter, so as to arrive there at the open- 

of summer. From this neighbourhood let the party, 

ana ten men, be divided into three separate detach- 



nentfl, each "^{h specific instructions to extend theil 
reBearches in a nortkeriy and north-weflterly direction. 
The westermnoBt party tfi proceed as near as possible in a 
direct conrse to the east^nunoat limits of discovery yet 
made from SeLring's Strait, and on no account to denata 
from that com^e on the western side of it, but, if neces- 
sary, to the eastward. Let the central party shape a 
course as near as poBsible to the position of the Magnetio 
Pole ; and the easternmost division direct to Prinoe Re- 
gent Inlet, or tlio westernmost point of discovery from 
file cast, and not to deviate from that oourao easterly. 
Zjet each of these detachments be formed again into Uiree 
divisions, each division thus consisting of ten men. Let 
the first division of each detachment pioneer the way, fol- 
lowed on the same track bv the second and the third at 
stated intervals of time. On the route let the pioneers, at 
every spot necessary, leave distinguishing marks to denote 
the wa^, and also to give information to cither of the other 
two principal detacjmienta aj) may by chance fall into their 
track. To second the eSbrta of the three detachments, let 
constant euceonrs and other assistance be forwarded by 
way of Moose Fort, and through the ten men left at Chea- 
tei^eld Inlet; and should the object for which such an 
expedition was framed be happily aocomphshed by Qie 
return of the lost voyagers, lot messeugers bo fonrarded 
with the news, aa was done with Captain Back, in theease 
of Captain Boss. Let each of the extreme detaclunents, 
upon arriving at their respective destinations, and upon 
being joined by the whole of their body, proceed to form 
plans for uniting with the central party, and ttacertaining 
the results already iibtained by each by sending parties in 
that direction. Also, let a ^osen number be sent out 
from each detachment aa esploring parties, wherever 
deemed requisite ; and let no eflbrt be wanted to make a. 
search in every direction where there is a possibility of its 

"If a public and more extensive expedition be set on 
foot, I would most respectfully draw attention to the fol- 
lowing suggestions ; — Let a Land Exjiedition be formed 
upon a similar plan, and with the same number of men, 
say 300 or more, as those fitted out for sea. Let this ex- 
pedition be formed into three great Jivigiona : the one 
proceeding by the Athabasca to the Great Slave Lake, 
and following out Captain Back's discoveries; the sceond, 
through the Churchill district ; or, with the third, accord* 
iag to the plan laid out for a private eipeditjoa alone ; only 
s2 
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keeping the whole of their forces as much as poaaible 
bearing upon the pointa where auecesa may be most likely 
attainable. 

"Each of these three great divisions to be Bubdirided 
and aiTan^ad also as in the formci' case. The expense ot 
an expedition of this kind, with all the necessary outlay 
for provisions, &e., I do not think would he more than 
half what the same would cost if sent by sea; but of thial 
fun not a competent judge, harin? no definite meaiks to 
mako a comparison. But there is yet another, and, I 
cannot help conceiving, a more easy way of obviating all 
dilSculW on this point, and of reducing the expense con- 
fliderably. 

" It must ha erident that the present position of the 
Arctic voyagers is not verv accessible, either by land (» 
Bca, else flie diatinguiahed leader at the head of the expe- 
dition would long ere this have tracked a route whereby 
tbe whole party, or at least some of them, could return. 

" In aneh a ca«e, therefore, the only way to reach them 
is by, iflmayuso the expression, /orcinji an expedition 
on towards them; I mean, oy keeping it constantly upheld 
and pushing onward. There may he, and indeed there 
are, very great difficulties, and difficulties of aueh a nature 
that, I beEevo, thoy would themselves cause another great 
difficulty in the procuring of men. Sut, if I might make 
another bold suggestion, I would respectfully ask our 
government at homo, why not employ picked men from, 
convicted criminals, as ia done in exploring expeditions in 
AustraliaP Inducements might be held out to them; 
and by proper care they would be made most aerviueablo 
auxiliaries. Generally speaking, men convicted of offences 
are men possessed of almoat inexhaustible mental resources; 
and Buch men are the men who, with physical powers of 
endurance, are precisely those required. Bat thiE I speak 
of, merely, if aimcient free men could not be found, and if 
Monoroy is studied." 

Mr. John BIcLean, who has been twenty-fivo years ft 
partner and officer of the Hudson's Bay Company, and has 
published an interesting narrative of his adventures and 
experience, writing to Lady Franklin from Canada West, 
in January, 1850, suggests the following very excellent plan 
as likely to produce some intelligence, if not to lead to ft 
discorery of the partj'. 

" Lot a email schooner of some tliirty or forty tons bur- 
den, built with a view to draw as little water as possible, 
and as strong as wood and iron could make her, be de- 
apatched from England in company with the Hudson'^ 
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Bay slups. This vcaael woiild, immediately ou arriving at 
York Factory, proceed to the Strait termed Sir Thomas 
Eoe'fl "Welcome, whicli divides Southampton Island bom, 
the mftinlond ; then direct her course to Wager Eircr, 
and proceed onward until inteirupted hy insnnnonntablo 
obataclea. The party being safely landed, I would recom- 
mend thoir remaining stationary nntil winter travelling 
became practicable, when they should set out for ths 
Bhores of the Arctic Sea, which by a reference to Arrow- 
Bmith'3 map appeaca to be only some sisfy or seventy mileH 
distant ; then dividing in two parties or dirisions, the one 
would proceed east, the other west; and I think means 
could he devised of exploring 250 or 300 miles in either 
direction; and here a very important question presents 
itself, — how and by what means is this enterprise to be 



" In the first place, the services of Esquimaux would be 
ittdispenaable, for the twofold reason, that no reUable 
informotiou can he obtained from the natives without their 
aid, and that they aloue properly understand the art of 
preparing snow-houses, or ' igloes,' for winter encamp- 
ment, tho only lodging which the desolate wastes of the 
Arctic regions aflbrd. Esquimaux understanding the Eng- 
lish lacffunae suiBciently well to answer our pnrpoBe, fre- 
quent the Hudson's Bay Compsny's post in Labrador, 
Bome of whom might he induced iX should fain hope) ta 
engage for the espedition; or probably the ' half-breed' 
natives might do so more readily than tho ebongineB. 
Thev should, if possible, be strong], active men, mid good 
marksmen, and not less than four in number. Failing in 
tho attempt to procure the natives of Labrador, then I 
should think Esquimaux mi"ht be obtained at Churchill, 
in Hndaon'B Bay; the two who accompanied Sir John in 
bis first land expedition were from this quarter." 

An expedition of this kind was sent out by LadyFrank- 
linin 1853, under the charge of Mr. Kennedy. There are 
Tarionswavsotaccomphshing this object, the choice of which 
must maiulydependon the views and wishes of the ofBcerwho 
may undertake the command. Besides the northern route, 
or that hy Eogont Inlet, it is possible to reach Sir James 
Boss and Simpson's Straits from the south, entering Hu4> 
Bon's Bay, and passing up the Welcome to I!ae Isthmus, 
or again by entering Chesterfield or Wager Inlet, and 
gaining the coast by Back's or the Great Fish Biver. 

By either of these routes a great part of the exploration 
most be made in boats or on loot. In every case the maiK 
points to be Bcorclied are James Boss's Strait and SiniQ^ 



182 PROGRESS or ASCTIC DISCOVERT. ' 

Bon'a Strait, if indoed there be a passanc in thai direct 
as laid dou-ti in Sir John Franklin'g cjiorta, tlionsh. col 
dieted by Mr. Eae, and cwnaidered etiil doubtfiil by « 
>^DtLQ naTi|;at«r8. 

Tho following extract from the GeiHjraphieal Jbw 
Bhows the opinion of Franklin upon tho Bearah of 
craarter. Dr. Bichardaou says {Joamnt of GeoffrapH 
Society, vol. vi. p. 40), — " No better dan can be pn^ 
tjion 3io one auggesisd by Sir John Franklia, of bsbi 
a Tesael to Wanier Kiver, and carrjini; on tho surrey 1 
thence in boats." 

Sir John Franklin obsen-ee [ihid. p. 43), — " The Dfl 
alludea in Iub letter to some propoattioiiB which he kn 
had made in the year 1828, at the command of hia pre 
Mnjosty (William IT.) oa the some nobjeot, and paS 
liirly to the Bugfrestlon as to proceeding from Bepuh 
WaRBr Bay. • • * A recent careful reading of all 
narratives connected with the surveys of the Wageaf 
Eopnlae Bays, andof Sir Edward Parry's Voyage, torn 
with the information obtained ft'om fbo Eaqii-maux bj 
Edward Parry, Sir John Eoss, and Captain 'Batik, coa 
me in the opinion that a succcasfal dcbneationof thee 
east of Pomt Tumagain to tho Strait of the Fury 
Hecla, would be beat attauied by an espeditioa prooBB 
from Wager Bay, the northern parts of which conn 
think, be farther distant tlum fort^ miles from the s* 
the inibrmation received by the above-meationed ofi 
on be depended on." 

Dr. McCormiek particnlnrly draws attention to Ji 
■nd Smith'n Sounds, recommending!' ^^ carefnl ezamini 
€»f these to their probable terminiilion in the Polar 3« 
" Jonea' Sound, with the Wellinjfton Channel oa 
west, may ba fonnd to form an island of the land e 
' North Devon." All prominent positions on both sid 
these Sounds should be searched for flag staves and 
of Btonea, under which copper eylinders or bottles 
Lave been deposited, oontauiing accounts of the pnn 
ings of the missing expedition; and if aacccssful in ga 
Upon its track, a cine would bo obtained to the fate lA 
pliant countrymen." 

The Wellington Channel ho coneitlprs aflbrda one o 
l)est chances of crosaing tho track of the missing ex 
'tion. 

To carry out tbia plan efficiently, he recommended 
a boat should bo dropped, by the ship conveying the ae 
ing party out, at the entrance to the Welfington Ohi 
is Barrow's Strait i from this point one or both aid 
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that channel and the nortliem shores of the Parry lalands 
might be explored oa far west as the spason would permit 
of. Bnt should the ship be enabled to look into Jones' 
Sound, on her ■n'a.j to Lancaator Souad, and find that 
openitiij fi'co Jrom ice, an attempt might be made by the 
Boat Expedition to push through it iato the Wellington 
ChanneL In the event, however, of its proviuff to be 
merely an inlet, which a ehort delay would be auffiiiient to 
decide, the ship might perhaps be in readiness to pick up 
the boat on ita retinn, for eonveyanee to ita ultimate dea- 
tination through Lancaster Sound ; or as a precaution 
against any ucforcfleen Beparotion from the ship, a dep6t 
of proriaionB should be leh at tlie entrance to Jones' Sound 
for the boat to complete its supplies from, after accom- 
pliahing the exploration of tliia inlet, and to afford die 
means, if compelled irom an advanced period of the Eeason 
or other adverse eircumstanoes, of reaching soma placa of 
refuge, either on board a whaler or some one of the dep6ta 
of provisions on the southern shores of BarrOw's Strait. 

Mr. Ppnny, in charge of the Lady Jfrankliti, before 
■ailing, observed: — 

" If an early passage bo obtained, I would examine 
Jones' Sound, as I have generally fonnd in all my early 
voyages clear water at the mouth of that Bound, and there 
is a probabilitT that an earlier paBsago by tins route might 
be fonnd into W ellingfon Strait, ivhieh outlet ought by oR 
meacstobethorougblyeiaminedat the earliest opportunity, 
since, if Bir J. Franklin has tskcn that route, with the hope 
of finding a passage westward, to the norti of the Parry 
and Melville Islands, he may be beyond the power of 
helping himself. No trace of the eipoditioD, or practical 
communication with Wellington Strait, being obtained in 
this quarter, I would proceed in time to tako nclvantage of 
the first opening of the ice in Lancaster Sound, n-ith the 
view of proceeding to the west and entering Wellington 
Strait, or, if this should not be practicable, of proceeding 
farther westward to Cape Wallier, and beyond, on one or 
other of which places Sur John Franklinwill probably have 
left some notices of his course." 

The Government has seen tho urgent necessity of 
eanaing tJie Wellington Channel to be carefully examined j 
imperative orders were sent to Sir Jnmes Koss to search 
it, but he was drifted out of Barrow's Straitagaiust his will, 
before he received those orders by tie North Star. 

I have already stated that Sir John I'ranklin 's instructiona 
directed him to tiy the first favourable opening to the 
Bouth-west after passing Cape W alker ; and failing in ths^ 
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to try tiio Wellington ClianBcl. Every officer m the 
British sorvico, as a matter of ponrae, follows his instmo- 
tions, as far aa they are compatible with the esigoncies of 
the paae, be it what it mav, nor ever deviates from them 
nithout good and jnatifiable cause. If, then, Sir John 
Prankhn tailed in finding an opening to the sonth-weat of 
Cape Walker, it is reosonable to suppose he obeyed hia 
instructiona, and tried the Wellington Channel. The 
second probabiHty in favour of thia locality is, that Sir 
John Franklin expressed to many of his friends a, favonr- 
able opinion of the Wellington Channel, and, which ia of 
far more conBeqnenee, intimated his opinion olQcially, and 
before the expc^tion was determined upon, that thia strait 
fleemed to offer the best chaace of auccesa. 

Moreover, Capt. Fitqames, his immediate second itt 
command in the Erebus, was strongly in favour of the 
Wellington Channel, and always so espreaaed UiaiBelf. — 
See his letter, before qnoted, to Sir John Barrow, p. 203. 

Who can doubt that the opinion of Capt. Fitzjamea, a 
man of superior mind, beloved by all who koew him, and 
in the service "the observed of all observers," would have 
great weight with Sir John Frantlin, even if Sir John had 
not been himself predisposed to hsten to him. What adds 
confimiBtion to these views ia, that in 1S40, a few years 

ELor to the starting of the e."cpedition. Col. Sabine pnb- 
hed the deeply interesting "Narrative of Baron Wran- 
gel's Bspedition to the Poiar Sea, nndertaken between the 
years 1820 and 1823," and that in his preface the translator 
points to the Wellington Channel as the most likely conrae 
for the successful accomplishment of the north-west paa- 
saee. " Setting aside," he says, " the possibihty of the 
enatence of unknown land, the probabihty of an open sea 
existing to the north of the Parry Islands, and communi- 
cating with Behring Strait, appears to rest on atrict 
analogical reasoning." Andagain he adds, "all the attempts 
to effect the north-west passage, since Barrow's Strait was 
first passed in 1819, have consisted in on endeavour to 
force a vessel by one route or another thrnuyh this land- 
locked and ice-encambered portion of the Polar Ocean." 

Tfo examination has made known what ma; be the state 

of the sea to the north of the Parry Islands ; whether 

similar impediments may there present themselves to 

navigation, or whether a sua may not there exist ofiering 

I BO difliculties whatever of the kmd, as M. Von Wraagel 

*^"B shown to bo the case to the north of the Siberian 

mds. and as by atrict analogy we should be justified in 
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Colonel SaTiine is an officer of great acientiflc cxpnrienee. 
Bud. from having luade several Polar voyaeeB, ho has 
devoted jjfreat attention to all that relates to that quarter. 
He wuB in constant (ionmmiication viith Sir John Frank- 
lin when the expedition was fitting out, and it is but 
reasonable to suppose that ho would be somewhat guided 
by his opinion. 

We have, then, the opinions of Franltlin himself, Colonel 
Sabine, and Captain Fitqames, all bearing on this point, 
and we must remember that Parry, who discovoreo. and 
named this cliannel, saw nothing when passing and iG' 
passing it, but a clear open aea to the northward. 

Lieut. S. Osboirn, in a paper dated the 4th of January, 
1850, makes the following auggestiona : — 

"General opinion places t£e lost expedition to the west 
of Cape Walker, and south of the latitudo of Molvi!l» 
Island. The d^tance irom Cape Satkurst to Banks* 
Land is only 301 miles, and on reference to a chart it will 
be seen that nowhere else does the American continent 
approach ao near to the supposed position of Franklin's 
expedition. 

"Banks' Land bears from Cape Bathurat K. 41" 49' 
£. 302 miles, and there is reason to behove that in tho 
summer season a portion of this distance may bo tra- 
versed in boats. 

" Dr. Ilichardson confirms previous reports of tlie ico 
being light on the coast cast of the Mackenzie Siver to 
Cape Bathurst, and informs na that the Esquimaux had 
Been ' no ice to seaward for two mooaa.' 

"Every mile traversed northward by a party from Cape 
Baliurst would be over that unknown space in which traces 
of Franklin may bo expected. It is advisable that such 
a second party be despatched from Cape Bathurat, in order 
that the prosecution of Dr. Bae's examination of the sap- 
posed channel between WoUaston and Victoria Landa 
may in no way be interfered with, by his attention being 
called to the westward." 

In March,184S, tho Admiralty announced their intention 
of rewarding the crews of any whaling shipa that brought 
accurate information of the missing cKpedition, with the 
8um of 100 guineas or more, according to cireurastances. 
Lady Frankhn also about t3ie same time offered rewards 
of 2'OOOZ. and 3000^., to be distributed among the owner, 
officers, and crew discovering and affording rehef ta har 
husband, or making estraordmary exertions for the above 
object, and, if required, bringing Sir John Franklin and 
his party to England. 
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, In March, 1850, the following fnrtlier rewards were 
offered by the Britisli Goverimieat to persona of any 
eoautL-y ; — 

lat. To any party or peTBOn who, in the jadgment of 
iha Board of Admiralty, shall discoTer and. efi'ectually 
relieve the crews of H.M. shipa Erebus and JfejTor, tho 
sum of 20.000Z., or, 

2ad, To any party, or partiea, Ac, who shall discover 
and offectnally relieve miy portion of tlie crews, or nhnil 
convey such intelligence as shall lead to the reUef of any 
of the crew, the sum of 10,000i. 

3rd. To any party or pnrties who shall by virtao of hia 
OP their offorta, first succeed in ascertaining their &.te, 
lO.OOOZ. 

In a despatch froui Sir George Simpson to Mr, Eaa, 
datedLachine, the 2lBt of January, 1850, he Bays ; — 

"If they be still alive, I feel satiafied that every effort 
it may be in the power of man to make to succour them 
will be exerted by yourself and the Company's ofEcera in 
iiacienzie Biver ; but should your late scarchhave unfor- 
tonately ended in diHappointment, it is the deaire of the 
Company that you renew your cxplorationB nest Hummer, 
if poBsible. 

" By the annexed correspondence yoa nill observe that 
the opinion in England appears toho that our esplorationa 
OOfflit to he more particularly directed to that portaon of 
the Korthem Sea lying between Cape Walker on the 
east, Melville Island and Banks' Land to the north, and 
the continental shore or the Yictoria Islands to the south. 

" As these limits are believed to embrace the course 
tliat would have been pursued by Sir John Franklin, 
Cape Walker being one of the points he was particularly 
instructed to make for, you will therefore be pleased^ 
immediately on the receipt of this letter, to fit out another 
exploring party to proceed in the direction above indicated, 
but varying the route that may have been followed last 
summer, which party, besides their own examination rf 
the coast and islands, should be instnicted to offer hheral 
lewarda to the Esquimaux to £r:Lri;!i for some vestigeB of 
the missing expedition, and simliar rewards BhouTd be 
offered to the Indians inhabiting near the coast and Ped'a 
Sirer, and the half-bred huuters of Mackenzie Eiver, Hba 
latter being, perhaps, more euergedc than the former; 
assuring them that whoever may procure authentic intel- 
ligence will bo largely rewarded. 

" Simultaneously with the expedition to proceed towaf' 
ipe Walker, one or two small parties should be despato' 
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to the weahrard of the Macienzie, in the directioa of 
Point Barrow, one of which might pass over to the Yoncon 
Eiver, and descending that Btream to the sea, carry on 
their explorations in that quarter, while the other going 
down the Mackenzie might trace the coast tlienco towards 
the Toucon. And tlieae parties must also he instracted 
to offer rewards to the natives to proaeeuta the search in 
all directions. 

" By these means there is reason to beliere that in the 
course of one year ao minnte a search may he made of the 
coast and the islands, that in the event of the expedition 
ittiTing passed in that direction, some trace of their pro- 
gress would certainly he discovered. 

"From your experience in Arctic discovery. and peculiar 
qualifications for snch an undertaking, I am in hopes yon 
maybe enabled yourself to assume the command of the party 
to proceed to the northward ; and, as leaders of the two 
partJes to explore the eoaat to the wMtward of the Macken- 
zie, you will have to select sneh officers of the Company'B 
service within the district as may appear heat qualified for 
the duty : Mr. Murray, I think, would be a very fit mn.n 
for one of the leaders, and if one party be sent by way of 
file Toucon, he might take charge of it. In the event of 
your ffoinff on this expedition, you will be pleased to make 
over the charge of the district to Chief Trader Bell during 
jour absence. 

" la case you may be short-handed, I Lave by this con- 
reyance instructed Chief Factor Ballendcn to engage in. 
'Red Kiver ten choice men, accustomed to boating, and 
well fitted for such a duty as will he required of tbem ; 
and if there be a chance of their reaching Mackenzie 
Eiver, or even Athabasca, before the brewing up of the 
ice, to forward them immediately. 

" Should the season, however, be too far advanced to 
enable them to accomplish the journey by ■winter travel- 
ling, Mr. Ballendcn is directed to increase the part^ to 
fourteen men, with a gnide to be despatched from lied 
Biver immediately after the opening of the navigation, in 
two boats, laden with provisions and fiour, and a few 
bates of clothing, in order to meet, in some degree, th& 
heav^ drain that will be occasioned on our resources in 
provisions and necessary supplies in Mackenzie Biver. 
The lender of this party from Bed Eiver may, perhaps, 
be qualified to act aa the conductor of one of the partiea 
to examine the eoaat to the westward." 

On the 5th of February, 1850, another consultatiott 
took place at the Admiralty among those oiSoers most e& 
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pBrienced in theac matters, and tteir opinions in wridng 
were solicited. It is important, therefore, to submit thege 
as fully as possible to the consideration of the render. 

The first is the report of the hydroerapher of tita 
Admiraltrf , dated the 29tli of January, 1850 ; — 



" The Behring's Strait expedition being at length 
fairly off, it appears to me to be a duty to submit to their 
Xordships that no time should now be lost in equipping 
another set of Tossela to renew the search on the oppositb 
Bide, through Baffin's Bay; and this being the fifth year 
that the £rebus and Terror have been absenl, and pro- 
bably reduced to only casual supphea of food and fuel, it 
may be assumed that this search should be so complete 
and eifectual as to leave -uacsamincd no place in which, by 
any of the suppositions that hare been put forward, it B 
&t all likely they mar be found. 

" Sir Jolm Franluin is not a man to treat his orders 
with lerity, and therefore his first attempt was undoubt- 
edly made in the direction of Melville Island, and not to 
the westn-ard. K foiled in that attempt, ho naturally 
hauled to tJie southward, and using Banks' Land as b 
barrier against the northem iee, te would try to make 
westing imder its lee. Thirdly, if both of these roads 
were found closed against hia advance, he perhaps availed 
himself of one of the four passages between the Parry 
Islands, including the Welhngtoa Channel. Or, lastly, 
he may have returned to BSfin's Bay, and taken the 
mviting opening of Jones' Sound. 

" All those lour tracks must therefore be diligently ex- 
amined before the search can be called complete, and tlic 
onl}^ method of renderine: that examination prompt and 
efficient will be through the medium of steam j while only 
useless expense and reiterated disappointment will attend 
tie best cflbrta of sailing Tesscls, leaving the lingering 
survivors of the lost ships, as well oe their relatives in 
England, in equal despair. Had Sir James Eohb been in 
a Bteam vessel, lie wotild not have been surrounded by ice 
and swept out of the Strait, but by shooting under the 
protection of Leopold Island, he would have wiuted there 
till that fatal field had passed to tlic eastward, and he 
then would have found a perfectly open sea up to Melville 
Zsland. 

"The best appUcation of steam to ice-going vessels would 
be JEricson'B screw; but the screw or paddles of any of 
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our moderate-sized veasela might bo mode to elevate with 
facility. Vesaels bo fitted would not require to be fortified 
in an estraordinary de^e, not more than common whalorB. 
iFrom the log-like qnieBcenee with which a sailing veBael 
most await the crush of two approaching fioee, they must 
be aa strong aa wood and iron can. make them ; ont the 
steamer slips out of the reach of the collision, waits till 
the shock is past, and then profiting by their mutual 
Teeoil, darts at once throngk the transient opening. 

" Two auch vesselfl, and each of them attended by two 
tenders laden, with coala and provisions, would be Bulncient 
for the main lines of search. Every prominent point of 
land where notices might haro been loll would be visited, 
details of their own proceedings would be deposited, and 
each of the tenders would be left in proper positions 
as points of rendezvous on which to fall baek. 

"Besides these two branches of the expedition, it would 
be well to allow the whaling captain (Penny) to carry out 
iuB proposed undertaiing. His local knowledge, hifl 
thorough acquaintance wiUi all the mysteries of the ice 
navigation, and his well-knowa skill and resources, seem 
to point him out aa a most valuable auxiliary. 

" But whatever vessels may bo chosen for thia service, 
1 would beseech their lordships to expedite them ; all onr 
attempts have been deferred too long; and there is now 
leaaon to believe that very early in the season, in May or 
even in Ajril, Baffin's Bay mayoe crossed before the acca* 
mulated ice of winter spreads over its surface. If tJiey 
arrive rather too soon, they may very advantageously 
ayteit the proper moment in. some of the Greenlaud bar- 
bours, preparmg themselves for the coming efforts and 
stmegles, and procuring EscLuimaux interpreters. 

"In-order to press every resource into the service of 
thia noble enterprise, the vessels should be extensively 
furnished with means for blasting and sphtting the ice ; 
perhaps circular sans mi^ht be adapted to the steamers, a 
launch to each party, with a small rotary engine, aledges 
for the shore, and hght boats with sledge bearings for 
' ■' ' ] fields; balloona for the distribution of adver- 



tisements, and kites for the explosion of lofty fire-balls. 
And. lastly, they should have vigorous and nvimerouB 
o that wneu detachments are away, other opera- 



tions should not be intermitted for vrant of physical 
fitrength. 

" As the council of the Boyal Society, some time ago, 
■Hiought proper to remind their lordships of the propriety 
of instituting this search, it would be fair now to call on 



190 

that learned body for all tlic iidvice and BuggestionB tliat 

Bcienco and philoaopliy can coatribate towards tlie accom- 

. plislmieat of the great object on wbich the eyes of all 

Eagland, and indued of afl the world, are no^ entirelj 

Captain Beechey, writing to the Secretary of the Admi- 
ralty, 7th of February, ISaO, says: — 

'■ Tho urgent nature of the case alone can justify the 
use of ordinary steamers in an icy sea, and great prudence 
and indgment will be retjuired on the part of their oom- 
manders, to avoid being disabled by colhaion and pressure. 

" I would also add, aa an exception, that I think Leopold 
Island and Cape Walker, if possible, should both be eia- 
mined prior to any attempt bojug made to penetrate in other 
directions from Barrow s Strait, and that the bottom of 
Hegent Inlet, about the Pelly Islands, should not be left 
unexamined. In the memorandum submitted to their 
lordships on 17th January, 1849, this quarter was con- 
sidered of importance ; and I am still of opinion, that, had 
Sir John Franklin abandoned his vessels near the coast of 
America, and much short of the Mackenzie Hirer, he 
■would have preferred the probability of retainiau the use 
of his boats until he found relief m Barrow's Strait, to- 
risking an orerland journey vid tho before-mentioned 
river; it must be remembered, that at tht time he sailed. 
Sir George Back's discovery had rendered it very probable 
that Boothia was an island. 

" An objection to the necessity of this search seoms to 
be, that had Sir John Franklin taken that route, he would 
have reached Fury Beach already. However, I cannot 
but think there will yet be found some good grounds ior 
the Esquimaux sketch, and tliat their meaniug has been 
misunderstood; and as Mr. M'Cormick is aa enterprisiiw 
person, whoso name has already been before their lorf- 
ships, I would submit whether a boat cspedition from 
Leopold Dep6t, under his direction, would cot satiaiac- 
torily set at rest all inquiry upon this, now the only 
quarter unprovided for." 

Captain Sir W. E. Parry states:— 

" lam decidedly of opinion that tho main search should 
be renewed in the direction of Melville Island and Banlca* 
Xand, including as a part of tho plan the thorougph uxamir 
nation of Welhngton Strait and of the other sijmlar open- 
ings between the islands of the group bearing my name, 
I entertain a growing convictioa of the probability of the 
Taissinp ships, or at li>ast a considerable portion of tiw 
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CTGws, bemg Bhut up at Melville Island, Banks' Land, or 
inthnt nei^nbourhood, agreeing as I do with JJear- Admiral 
Sir Francia Beaufort, in his report read yesterday to tlio 
Board, ihat ' Sir John Pranklin ia not a man to treat hia 
ordcrB with levity,' which he would be jtiatly chargeable 
■with doing if he attached greatcv weight to any notionB 
te miglLt personally entertain than to tlie Admiralty 
inslnictions, which he well knew to be founded on the 
eiperienee of former attcmptH, and on the best information 
which could then be obtained on the suhject. For these 
reasons I can ecarcely doubt that he would employ at least 
two seaeone, those of 184S and ISiC, in an unremitting 
attempt to penetrate directly westward or south- west ward 
towards Bearing's Strait. 

" Supposinir this conjecture to bo correct, nothmg can 
be more likely than that Sir John Franklin's ships, baviug 
penetrated in seasons of ordinarr temperature a consider- 
able distance in that direction, nave been locked up by 
saccesaive seasons of extraordinary ngour, thus baffling 
the efforts of their weakened crews to escapo from the ica 
in either of tlie two directions by Behring a or Barrow's 
Straits. 

" And here I cannot but add, that my own conriction of 
this probabOity — for it is only with probabUitics that w» 
iave to deal— naa been greatly strengthened by a letter I 
Lave lately receiTed from Colonel Sabine, of tho lloyal 
Artillery, of which I had the honour to submit a copy to 
Sir Fraocia Boring. Colonel Sabine having accompanied 
two Hnceeasive expeditions to Baffin's Bay, including that 
under my command which reached Melville Island, I con- 
sider his views to bo well worthy of thoir lordships' atten- 
tion on this part of the subject. 

" It mwstbe admitted, however, that considerable weight 
is due to tho conjecture which has been offered by persona 
capable of forming a, sound jiidgment, timt having iailed, . 
as I did, m tho attempt to penetrate westward. Sir John 
Franklin might deem it prudent to retrace his steps, and - 
was enabled to do so, m order to try a more nortbem 
route, either through Wellington Strait or some other of 
those opcninga between the Parry Islands to which 1 have 
already referred. And this idea receives no small import- 
ance from the fkct (smd to be beyond a douht) of Sir Joha 
Franklin having before his departure expressed such aa 
intention in case of failing to the westward. 

" I cannot, therefore, consider the intended acorcb b> 
bo complete without making the esiiniiuation of Welling- 
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Ixta Strait Eind its adjacent openin^e & distinct port of the 
Tilan, to be perfturaedby one portion of the veesels which 
I shai! presently propose for the main expedition. 

" Mueli BtresB huB likewise bocn laid, and I think not 
altogether without reason, on the propriety of Rearelung 
Jones' and Smith's Sounds in tiic north-western part of 
Baffin's Say. Considerable interest has lately been 
attached to Jones" Sound, from the fact of its havinc been 
Tecontly navigated by at least one anterprising whaler, 
and found to be of great width, free from ice, with a awdl 
from the westward, and bavinf; no land visible from tLe 
maat-head inthatilirection. It Be urns more than probable, 
therefore, that it may be found to oommunicate with Wel- 
lington Strait ; so that if Sir John Franklin's ships have 
been detained anvwhere to the northward of the Parry 
Islands, it would be by Jones' Sound that he would pro- 
bably endeairoTir to effect his escape, rather tlian by the 
less direct route of Barrow'a Strait. I do not myself 
attach mnch importance to the idea of Sir John Franklin 
laving so far retraced his steps as to come back throngh 
XancBstor Sound, and recommence bis enterprise by enter- 
ing Jonea' Sound; but the possibility of his attempting 
tis escape through this fine opening, and tlie report (thooeh 
Bomewhat vague) of a cairn of stones seen by one of the 
■whalers on a headland within it, seems to me to render 
it highly espedient to set this question at rest by a search 
in this direction, including the examination of Smith's 
Sound also." 

1 beg to cite next an extract from the letter of Dr. Sir 
John fcehardHOn to the Secretary of the Admiralty : — 

" Haslar Hotpital, Gosport, 1th ofFeliraary, 1850. 
"With respect to the direction in which a successM 
•search may be predicated with the most confidence, very 
TariouB opmions have been put forth ; some have HUpposed 
either that the ships were lost before reaching Lancaster 
Sound, or that Sir John Franklin, finding an impassable 
barrier of ice in the entrance of Lancaster Sound, mw" 
have sought for a passage through Jones' Sound. I do 
pot feel inclined to give much weight to either conjecture- 
When we consider the strength of the Erebus and Terror, 
calculated to resist the atrongest preaaure to which ships 
navigating Baffin's Bay have been known to be subject, ul 
conjunction with the fact that, of the many whalera wluch 
liave been cruBhed or abandoned since the commencement 
of the fishery, the crews, or at least the greater 
diem, have, m almost every case, succc-''-'' ' 
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other tbi-pe, or llio Danish Bettlenienfs, we cannot heJieve 
that the two dJepovery ships, which were seen on the edge 
of the middle ice bo early as the 26th of July, can have 
been so suddenly and totally overwhelmed as to preclude 
some one of the intelligent officers, whose minds were pre- 
pared for every emergency, witli their select crews of men, 
exjierienced in the ice, Irom placmg a boat on tlie ice or 
water, and thus carrying intelligence of the disaster to one 
of the many whalera wliich remained for two months 
sfler that date in those seas, and this in th« absence of 
any unusual catastrophe among the fishing vessels that 

"With, respect to Jones' Sonnd, it ia ndniittedby all 
who are intimately acquainted with Sir John Franklin, 
that his first endeavour wonld be t« act up to the letter of 
hia instructions, and that therefore he nould not lightly 
abandon the attempt to pass Lancaster Sound. Front 
Uie logs of the whalers year after year, wo lesrn that 
when onoe they bare succeeded in rounding the miildlc 
ice, they enter Lancaster Sound with facility ; had Sir 
John Frnnkhn, then, gained that Sound, and from the 

E remises we appear to be fully justified in concluding that 
e did BO, and had he afterwards encountered a compact 
field of ice, barring Barrow's Strait and WelKngton Sound, 
be would then, ^er being convinced that he would lose 
the season, in attempting to bore through it, have borne 
up for Jones' Sound, but not until he had erected a 
conspicuous landmark, and lodged a memoraudum of his 
reason for deviating from his instructions. 

" The absence of such a eignal-poat in Lancaster Sound 
ia an argument against the expedition having turned back 
from thence, and is, on the other hand, a strong support 
to the supposition that Barrow's Strait waa as open in 1845 
HB when Sir W, E. Parrj- first passed it in 1819 ; that, 
such being the case. Sir John Franklin, without delay and 
without landing, pushed on to Cspe Wallier, and that, 
subsequently, in endeavourinff to penetrate to the south- 
west, he became involved in the drift ice, which, there is 
reason to believe, urged by the prevailing winds and the 
set of the flood tides, ia cajT:ed towards Coronation Gulf, 
through channels more or less intricate. Should he have 
tbund no opening at Cape Walker, he would, of course, 
have sought one further to the west ; or, finding the 
southerly and westerly opening blocked by ice, he might 
have tried a northern passage. 

" In either case, the plan of search propounded by Sir 
Krancis Beu'ifort seems to provide againat evev^ ?)^^^a^ 
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gency, especially irbeQ taien in conjimctioD. with Capt&in 
CollinsoQ 3 erpeditioii, vid BebrinK's Strait, and the boat 
parties from the Mackenzie. 

" I do not venture to offer an opinion on the strength or 
equipment of the vessels to be emplojed, or other merely 
nantiesl qaestiona, further than by remarkiiig, that the 
use of the small yessels, which forms part of Sir Francis 
Beaufort's achemc, is supported by the success of tha 
early navigators with their very small craft, and the late 

fallant exploit of Mr, Shedden, in roanding Icy Cape and 
'oiat Barrow, in the Saney DaiMon yacht. 
"And further, with respect to the comparative merits 
of the paddles and screw m the Arctic seas, I beg leave 
merely to obaerva, that as long as the screw is inxmersed 
in water it will continue to act, irrespectivB of the tempe- 
rature of the air ; but when, as occurs late in the autumn, 
the atmosphere is suddenly cooled below the freezing 
point of sea water, by a northerlj^ gale, while the sea. 
itself remains warmer, the paddies will be speedily clogged 
by ice accumnlating on the Boats ns they nse through the 
ftir in evety revomtion. An incident recorded by Sir 
James C. Boss fomishea a striking illustration of tha 

Cwerful action of a cold wind ; I allude to a fish having 
en thrown up by the spray against the bows of ths 
Terror, and firmly frozen there, during a. gale in a high 
sontberly latitude. Moreover, even with the aid of* 
ready contrivance for topping the paddles, the flatuess cw 
hollowness of the sides of a paddle steamer renders iust 
less lit for sustaining pressnre ; the machinery is more in 
the way of oblique beams for strengthening, and she is 
less efficient as a sailing vessel when tlie steam is let oft" 
Memorandum enclosed in Df. JfTConaick's Letter 
of the IM of January, 1850. 

" In the month of April last, I laid before my Lordi 
Commissioners of the Admiralty a plan of Beareh for the 
misBia;; e^tpedition nnder the command of Oaptmn Sir 
John rranklin, by means of a boat expedition np JoDfis' 
and Smith's Sounds, volunteering myself to conduct it. 

"In that plan I stated the reasons which had indoeed 
me to direct ray attention more especially to the openings 
at the h^kd ai Ba^'a Bay, which at the time were not 
included within the general scheme of search. 

" Wellington Channel, however, of all the probable open- 
ings into the Polar Sea, possesses the highest degree ot in- 
ter0£t,Bnd the exploration ofitls of Buoh paramount impact- 
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once, that I eliould most unqneEtionably liavc comprised it 
within my plan of search, Had not Her MajeHty'B ships 
Eaterprise and Invesiigaior been employed at the timp in. 
Bbxtow'b Strait for tae egress purpose of esamininfr 
this inlet and Cape Walker, two of Has moat esaentjiu 
points of search in t}te whok track of the Erebus and 
Terror to the westward; being those points at the very 
threshold of his enterprise, from which Sir John Eraiiklin 
■nrouid take hia departure from the known to the unJmown, 
■whethei" he shaped a sonth-westerlT course from tiie 
latter, or attempted the passage in aliigher latituda from 
the former point. 

" The retnm of the sea expedition from Port Leopold, 
and the overiand one from the Mackenzie EJrer, both 
alike imsuccessful in ^eir searoh, leaves the fate of the 
gallant Franklin and hia companions as problematical aa 
erer; in fact, the eaee stands precisely as it did two yesjs 
a^o ; tiae work is yet to be begun; everything remains to 
be accomplished. 

" In renewal of the scarti in the ensuing spring, more 
would be accomplished in boats than in any other way, 
jiot only by Beliring'a Strait, but from the eastw^d. 
For the dilScnlties attendant on icy navigation, which, 
form so insuperable a barrier to the progress of ships, 
would be readily surmounted by boats; by means of 
wbidi the coast line may be closely examined ibr cairns of 
stones, under which Sir John Franklin would most indu- 
bitably deposit memorials of his progress in all prominent 
positions, as opportnnitiea might offer. 

" The discoTery of one of these mementoB woold, in 
all iirofcabihty, ufford a clue that might lead to the rescue 
of OUT enterprising countrymen, ere another acd eiith 
winter close m upon tiem, sKould they be still in esistenee; 
and the time has not yet arrived for abandoning; hope. 

" In renewing once miwe the ofi'crof my services, wbicli 
I do most cheerfully, I see no reason lor changing tha 
opinions I entertained laut spring; subsequfflit eyents 
have only tended to confirm them. I then believed, and 
I do so still, aiter a long and mature consideration of the 
enbject, that Sir John franklin's ships have been arrested 
in a high latitude, and beset in the heavy polar ice north- 
wm'd of the Parry Islands, and that their prolmble course 
thitlier luis been through the Welhngton Channel, or one 
of the Sounds at the northern extremity of Baffin's Bay. 

" This appears to me to be the only view of the case 
that can in any way account for the entire absence of all 



lidinftB of tkem tlu'ouijliout so protracted a perioJ of timo 
(unless all have perislied by some sudden and overwhebn- 
ing catastropbe). 

■'Isokted as tiieir position would bo under sucli clr- 
cumstiinces, any attempt to raaek the continent of 
Amorica at Bucli a distance would be hopeless in the 
extreme : and the mere cliaace of any party ii'om the 
ships reaching tho top of Baifin's Bay at the very moment 
of a ■wkoler'BTjrief and uncertain visit would be attended 
with by far too great a risk to justify the attempt, for 
failure would ensure inevitable destmction to the whole 
part)-; therefore their only alternative would be to keep 
together in their ships, should no disaster have happened 
to them, nnd by husbanding their remaining resources, 
Dke them, out with whatever wild animals may come 
vithia. their reach. 

" Had Sir John Franklin been able to shape a Bouth- 
wesicrly course from Cape Walker, as directed by his 
instructions, the probabihty is, some intelligence of Lim 
would have reached this country ere this (nearly fire years 
having already elapsed since his departure from it). 
Parties would have been sent out from his ahipB, either 
in the direction of the coast of America or Barrow'B 
Strait, whichever happened to be the most acccsBible. 
Esquimaux would have been fallen in with, and tidings of 
the loBjj-absent expedition have been obtained. 

" Failing in penetrating beyond Cape Walker, Sir John 
Franklin woida have left some notice of his future inten- 
tions on that spot, or the nearest accessible one to it ; 
and should he then retrace his course for the WeEington 
Channel, the most probable conjecture, he would not 
pass up that inlet without depositing a further account 
of hia proeeedings, either on the western or eastern point 
of the entrance to it. 

" Therefore, should my proposal meet with their Lord- 
ships' approbation, I would most respectfully submit, that 
the party 1 have volunteered to conduct should be landed 
at the entrance to the WeUington Channel, or the nearest 

Soint attainable by any ship that their Lordships may 
eem fit to employ in a future search, consistently with 
any other services that ship may have to perform ; and 
should 8 landing be effected on the eastern side, I would 

B'opose commencing the search from Capo Biley or 
eechey Island in a northerly dirootion, carefully es- 
aiuining every remarkable headland and indentation of 
thf western coast of 14'orth Devon for momoriaU of tiis 
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missinR expedition j I would then cross over tlie Welling- 
ton Channel, end continue the Bearnk along the nortkem. 
shore of Cornwallia Island, eitendinfj the exploration to 
the -n-eatward as tax as the rem ai:iing portion of the season 
iTould permit, bo as to secure the retreat of the party 
before the winter set in, returninn either hy the eastern 
or irestem side of Comwallis lalsnd, as circmnstances 
might indicate to be, the most desirable at the time, after 
uiL'-rtaining the general extent and trending of the ehorea 
of that island. 

" Ab. however, it would be highly desirable that Jones' 
Sound should not he omitted in the search, more especially 
at a irhaler, last season, reached its entrance and reported 
Jt open, I would further propose, that the ship conveying 
the exploring party out shoold look into this opening on 
her way to Lancaster Sound, if rireumstanees permitted 
of her doing bo early jji the season; and, if found to he 
free from ice, the attempt might be made by the boat 
expedition to push through it to the westward ia this 
latitude; and should it prove to he an opening into the 
Polar Sea, of whieli 1 think there can he little donht, a 
trreat savineof time and distance would be accomplished. 
Failing in this, the ship should be secured in some central 
position in the vicinity of the Wellington Channel, as a 
point d'oppui to fall back upon in the search from that 

(Signed) E. M'CoBiiieE, E..N. 

" Ticiclenham, \st (j/* Jannari/, 18E0." 



Outline qf a Flan of an Overland Joui-ney to ike Polar 
Sea, 6t/ the Wav ^ the Coppeitaine River, in Search of 
Sif John Franklin's Expedition, suggaied in 18i7. 
" If Sir John Franklin, guided b; his inBtmctions, has 
passed fJirough Barrow's Strait, and shaped & south- 
nesterly conrse, from the meridian of Cape Walker, with 
the intention of gaining tlie northern coast of the con- 
tinent of America, and so paAsing through the Dolphin 
and Union Strait, along the shore of that continent ti> 
Behring's S trait j 

" His greatest risk of detention by the ice throughout 
this course would be found between the parallels of 74° 
and 69° north latitude, and the meridians of 100° and""" 
■west longitude, or, in other words, that portion 
Hfeprth-wesi passage which jet remaioa unexplored, c 
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in^ die space between the western co (at of Boothia on the 
one Bide, and the island or iBlacda forming Banks' ard 
Victoria Lands on the other. 

" Should the Erehus and Terror have been beset in the 
heavy drift ice, or wrecked amongst it and the broken 
Iftnd, which in ijl probability esiats there, whilst contend- 
ing with the prevalent weaterly winds in this quarter ; 

" The Coppermine Elver would decidedly offer the most 
direct route and nearest approach to that portion of the 
Polar Sea, and, after crossing Coronation GiHf, the average 
breadth of the Strait between the Continent and Victoria 
Land is only about twenty-two miles. \ 

" From thie point a careful search should be commeuced 
in the direction of Banka' Land; the intei-veuing apace 
between it and Victoria Land, occupying about five degreeB, 
or little more than 300 miloa, could, I think, be accom- 
plished in one season, and a retreat to winter quarterB 
effected before the winter set in. As the ice in the Cop- 
permino Eiver breaks up in June, the searching party 
ought to reach the sea by the beginning of August, whicn 
would leave two of the best months of the year fbr 
exploring the Polar Sea, viz., August and September. 

"As it would be highly desirable that every available 
day, to the latest period of the season, should be devoted 
to the search, I snould propose wintering on the coast ia 
the vicinity of the mouth of the Coppermine Eivcr, whidi 
would also afford a favourable position from which to re- 
commence the search in the following spring, should the 
first season prove unsuccessful. 

" Of course the object of auch an expedition as I have 
proposed is not with the view of taking supplies to such 
a numerous party as Sir John Franklin hoji under his 
command; but to find out his position, and acquaint him 
where a dep6t of provisions would be stored up for 
himself and crews at my proposed winter quarters, where 
a party should be left to build a house, establish a fishery, 
and hunt for game, daring the absence of the searching 



"To car 



_ . carry out this plan efficiently, the Hudson's Bay 
Company should bo requested to lend their poweriid 
co-operation in fiirnishin(; guides, supplies of pemmican, 
&c., for the party on their route and at winter quarters. 
Without entering into details here, I may observe, that I 
should consider one boat, combining the necessary regni- 
Bites in her eonstmction to fit her for either tlie river 
navigation or that of the shores of the Polar Sea, would 
be quite sufficient, with a crow onc-hiJi' sailors, and th» 
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otieT half Canadian boatmeni the latter to bo engaged at 
^ontTeal, fur which place I would propose leaving Eng- 
land in the month of February. 

" ShouJd such an expedition even fail in its main object 
— the discovery of tlm position of the missing ships and 
their crews, the long-aonght-for Polar passage may be 
Eccomplisbed. 

(Signed) B. M'CoEaicK, EJT. 

" Woolwici, 1847." 

Copg qf a letter ftvm LtetUenant Sierard Osbora to the 
Lords Commissioners of the A.dtairalti/. 

" Ealiyig, HEddlesex, itk January, 1850. 

"My Loeds, — A second attempt to reach Sir John 
Franklin's expedition being about to be tried dnrjn^ the 
present year, I take the hberty of calling yonr attention to 
the enclosed proposition for an overland party to be dee- 
patched to the shores of the Polar Sea, with a view to 
their traversing the short distance between Cape Batliurst 
and Banks' Laiid. My reasons for tlins trespassing on 
your attention are as follows : 

■* 1st. General opinion places the lost expedition to tlia 
west of Capo Walker, ana south of the latitude of Melville 
Island. 

" The distance from. Cape Bathiuvt to Banks' Laud is 
only 301 miles, and on reference to a chart it will be seen 
that nowhere eke does the American continent approacii 
so near to the supposed position of Franklin's expedition. 

" 2nd. As a starting point, Cape Bathurst offers great 
advantflges ; the arrival of a party sent there from England 
may be calculated upon to a day ; whereas the arrival of 
Captain Collin^jou in the longitude of Cape Barrow, or 
that of an. eastern expedition in Lancaster Sound, vrill 
depend upon many uncontrollable contingencies. The 
distance to bo performed is comparatively uttle, and the 
certaintv of bemg able to fall back upon supplies offers 
great advantages. Captain CoIHnson will have 680 miles 
of longitude to traverse between Cape Bairow and Banks' 
Land. An Eastern Expedition, if opposed by the ice (as 
Sir James Soss has been), and unable to proceed in their 
vessels farther than Leopold Harbour, will nave to joumer 
on fuot 330 miles to reach the longitude of Bonks' Land, 
and if any awadent occur to their vessels they wiU be in 
as critical a position as those they eo to seek. 

" 3rd. Bankft' land bears from Cape Ba-tkoiat S - 4V° ■(ft' 
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2 miles, and there it reasoa to btliove tliat in the 
on a portion of this distance may be traTersed 

" ith and otli. Dr. Eichardaon conflrma prcTioua re- 
portB of the iee btinR li^t on the coast eaat of the Mac- 
kenzie Eiver to' Cape Bathurat, and informs us that the 
Esquimaux had seen no ice to seaward for ttvo muona. 

" 6th, Every mile traversed northward by a party from 
Cape Bathurat would be over that unknown sp^e in which 
traces of Franklin may be expected. 

" 7th. It is fldvisable that such a second party be des- 
patched irom. Cape Sathurst, in order that the prosecution 
of Dr. Eae's examination oi the supposed channel between 
WollaatOQ and Victoria Lands may in no way be inter- 
fered with by his attention being called to the westward. 

" 8th. The eachis oi prOYisions made at different pointa 
of the Mackenzie and at Cape Bathurat, would enable a 
party to push down to their starting point with great cele- 
rity directly the Bivec Mackenzie opens, which may be as 
early as May. 

"Iwoold also remind yow Lordships that the proposed 
espedition would carry into esecution a very important 
clause in the instraetions given to Sir James Boss ; viz., 
that of sending exploring parties from Banks' Laud in a 
south-westerly direction towards Cape Bathurat or Caps 
Parry. 

"In conclusion, I beg to offer my wUling- servicea 
towards the execution of thu proposed plan; and seeking 
it flrom no seliish motives, but thoroughly impressed with 
its feasibihty, you may rent assured, my lorda, should I 
have the honour of bemg sent upon this service, that I 
shall not disappoint your eiqDectationa. 
"I have, &c,, 
(Signed) " Shekabd Osbokn, Lieut,, it.N." 



Copijofa letter from Colonel Saline, S.A., io Captain 
Sir W. Edioard Parry. 

" CaiUe-dawa Terrace, Masiiags, 
" 15ii of Januart/, 1850. 
" There can be Utile doubt, I imagine, in the mind of 
any one who has read attentively Frankhu's instruetions, 
and (in reference to them) your cleseription of the state ol 
the ice and of the navigable water iu 1819 and 1S20, in the 
route which he waa ordered to pursue ; still less, I tbink, 
cvta thsFB he a doubt in the mino. of any one who hiid th» 
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advantBge of beiog with you in thoBe yeais, tkat Fraukiin 
(slnayi snppo^g no previous disaster) must have made 
Jiis way to the aouth-west part of Melville Island either in 
ls45 or 1946. It hM been said that 1345 was an unfavour- 
able neaBon, and as the navigation of Davis' Strait and 
Balfin's Bay was new to Franklin, we may rc^jard it aa 
more probable that it may have taken him two seasons to 
accomplish what we accomplished in one. 80 far, I think, 
guided by his instructions and by the eicperienee gained in 
1819 and 1820, we may reckon pretty confidently on the 
fint stage of hia proceedings, and, doubtless, in his pro- 
cess he would have left memorials in the usual manner at 
places where he may have landed, some of which would be 
likely lo fall in the wav of a vessel foUowinL' in his track. 
From the west end of MbIviIIb Island our inferences as to 
his further proceedings must become more conjectural, 
being continsent on tho state of the ice and the eiristence 
of navigable water in the particnlar season. If he found 
tike ocean, as we did, covered to the west and south, ns far 
as the eve could reach from the summit of the highest 
liills, with ice of a thickness unparalleled in any other part 
of the Polar Sea, he would, after probably waiting through 
one whole season in the hope of eome favourable change, 
Iiave retraced his steps, in obedience to the second part of 
his instructions, in order to seek an opening to the north 
which might conduct to a, more open sea. In this case 
some memorial of the season passM. by him at the south- 
west eud of Melville Islaad, and also of his purpose of 
retracing his steps, would doubtless hare been left by hirai 
and shonld he subsequently have found an opening to the 
uorth, presenting a favourable appearance, thero also, 
should circumstances have permitted, would a memorial 
have been left. 

■' He may, however, have found a more favourable state 
of things at the south-west end of Melville Island than we 
did. aud may have been led thereby to attempt to force a 
pasauge lor Lis ships in the direct hue of Behring's Strait, 
or perhaps, in the lirst instance, to the south of that direc- 
tion, namely, to Banks' Land. In Kuch case two contin- 
gencies present themselves : first, that in the season of 
navigation of 1847 he may have made so much progress, 
ihat in li*4S he may have preferred the endeavour tc push 
through to Behring'a Strait, or to some western part of 
•he continent, to an attempt to return by the wav of Bar- 
cow Strait; the mission of the Phiv'f, the Atter^nae, 
and the Investigatoi; together with Dr. Boe's expedition, 
supply, I presume (for I am but partially 8iii\tta.in.tBd.«it)». 
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tlipir instructions), the most judic'ious menus of affordtag 
relief in this direction, Tiiere is. however, a Becond eon- 
tingency ; and it is the oae which the impreaaion left tn 
1117 mind by the nature ajid general aspect of the ice in the 
twelve months which we ourselvea passed nt the south- 
west end of Melville Island, compel me, in spite of my 
wisheB, to regard as the more probable, viz., that lus 
advance from Melville Island in the season of 1847 may 
have been limited to a distance of 50, or perhaps 100 miles 
at farthest, and that in 1848 he may have endeavoured to 
retrace bis steps, but only with partial success. It is, I 
apprehend, quite a conceivable caae, that under the»e cir- 
cumstances, mcapable of eitricatiu^ the ships from the 
ice, the erewB may have been, at length, obliged to quit 
them, and attempt a retreat, not towards the continent, 
because too distant, but to Melville Island, where certainly 
food, and probably fuel (seals), might be obtained, and 
, where they would naturally suppose that vessela despatobed 
from Eutrland for their relief would, in the first instance, 
seek them. It is quite conpeivable also, I apprehend, that 
the ciremnstanwB might be such that their retreat may 
have been made without their boats, and probably in the 
April or May of 1843. 

" Where the Esquimaus have lived, there Englishmen 
may live, and no valid argument against the attempt to 
rebeve can, I think, be founded on the improbabiiitT of 
finding Englishmen alive in 1850, who may nave made a 
retreat to Melville Island in the spring of 1849 ; nor would 
the view of the caae be altered in uny material degree, if 
we suppose their retreat to have been made in 1848 or 
1849 to Banks' Land, which may aiTord facilities of food 
and fuel equal or superior to Melvilla Island, and a furtlier 
retreat in the following year to the latter islajid as the point 
et which they would more probably look out for succour. 

" "Without disparagement, therefore, to the attempt* 
mode in other directions, I retain my original opinion, 
which seems also to have been the opimon of the Board ot 
Admiralty, by whiuh Eosa'a Instructions were drawn np, 
that the most promising direction for research would be 
taken by a vessel which sbotdd follow them to the south- 
west point of Meiville Island, be prepared to winter there, 
and, if necessary, to send a party across the ice in April 
or May to esamiue Banks' Land, a distauce (there and 
back) less than recently aocompiished by Eoas in. iiis land 
j ourney. 

" I learn from Boss's despatches, that almost immediately 
a/ierhe got out of Port Leopold 11349^, Im wofl entangled ia. 



apparently interminable fields and floes of ice, with whieh, 
in the conrae of the emnmer, he was drifted down throngli 
Barrow Strait and Baffin's Bay nearly to Davis' Strait. 
It ia reasonable to presiinie, therefore, that the loeaJities 
from whence this ice drifted are likely to be less encnra- 
bered than usua] by accumulated ice in 1850- It is, of 
eoiu^e, of the highest importance to reach Barrow Strait 
attheearhestpoBsihleperiodof the season; and, connected 
with thifl point, I learnt from Captain Bird, whom I had 
the pleasure of seeing here a few dayB ago, a very remark- 
sble fact, that the ioe which presented their croseing 
Baffin's Bay in 72° or 73° of latitude (as we did in 1819, 
amvine in Barrow Strait a month earher than we had 
done the preceding year, when we went round by Mel- 
Tille Bay, and neBrly a month earher than lioea did 
last year) was young ice, which had formed in the remark- 
ably calm siunmer of last year, and which the absence ot 
wind prevented their fordng a passage through, on the 
one hand, whilst, on the other, the ;ce was not heary 
«notigh for ice anchors. It was, he said, not more thaa 
two or two-and-a-half feet tliick, and obviously of very 
lecent formation. There mnat, therefore, have been an 
earlier penod of the season when this part of the sea must 
Lave been free from ice; and this comes in confirmation of 
a circnmstance of which I was informed by Mr. Petersen 
(a Danish gentleman sent to England some months ago 
by the Northern Society of AntiqunricB of Copenhajen, to 
make extracts from books and manuscripts in the British 
Museum), that the Nortiaien, who had settlements eoiuo 
centuries ago on the west coast of Greenland, were in the 
habit of crossing Baffin's Bay in the latitude of Upernavjc 
in the spring of the year, for the purpose of fishing in 
Barrow Strait, from whence they returned in Ausuat; 
and that ia the early months they generally found the 
passage across free from ice. 

" In the preceding remarks, I have left one contingency 
Tmconsidered ; it is that which would have followed in 

SiUTBuance of bis instructions, if Franklin should have 
ound the aspect of the ice too unfavourablo to the west 
and south of Melville Island to attempt to force a passage 
through it, and should have retraced his sto^s in hopes of 
finding a more open sea to the northward, either in Wel- 
lington Strait or elsewhere. It is quite conceivable that 
here also the espedition ma.y have encountered, at no very 
great distance, insuperable dilficulties to their advance, 
and may have failed in accomplishing a return with their 
ships. In this case, the retreat of the crows, Bn.qgoain.'^i.t 
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to have been made across land orice,TrouId mostprobablT 
be directed to Bome part of the const on the rente to Mel- 
ville Island, on which route they -vrould, without doable 
expect that succour would be atte'mpted." 

Mr. Robert A. Goodsir, a brother of Mr. H. D. Goodair, 
the assifltant-Burgeon of Sir Jolin Franklin's ship, the 
Ereb-as, left StromneBs, as suTKeon of the Adaice, whaler, 
€apt. Penny, on the 17th of March, 1849, in the hopes of 
gamine some tidings of his brother ; hat retnmed uasuo- 
Cflasftuaftcr an eight months' toyarre. He has, however, 
pnblisiied a verj interesting litUe narratiye of the icj 
regions and of his Arotio voyage. 

Jn a letter to Lady Franklin, dated Edinburgh, 18th of 
January, 1850, he says: — "I trnat yon are not lowing 
yottraelf to become over-ansions. I know that, although 
there is much cauje to bo so, there is still not the Blightest 
reason that we should despair. It may he presumptuous 
in me to say so, but I have never for a moment doubted 
as to their ultimate safe retarn, having always had a sort 
of presentiment that I would meet my brother and liis 
companions somewhere in the regions in which their adven- 
tures are taking place. This nope I have not yet given, 
up, and I trust that by next summer it may be fulfilled, 
when an end will be put to the suspense which has lasted 
so long, and which mnst have tried you so much." 

The Arctic regions, far from being so destitute of animni 
life as might bo supposed from the bleak and inhoEpitsblo 
character of the climate, are prorerhial for the bouBiUesa 
profusion of various species of the animal kingdom, which 
ore to be met with in different localities during a great 
■part of the year. 

The air is often darkened by innumerable flocks of 
Arctic and blue gulls {Lesfris Parasiticus, and Lanu 
glaveua), the ivory gull or snow bird (Za«ts ebvrneas), the 
kittjwake, the fulmar or petrel, snow geese, terns, coons, 
dovekies, &e. The cetaceous animals compriae the great 
Greenland whale (Bdlana lagsliceiite), the sea unicom, or 
narwlia] (Jfonorfon monoceros), the white whale or beluga 
(DelpMnus leucos), the morse or walrus {Tiv^kecut foa- 
nnantt), and the seal. There are also plen^ of porpoises 
occasionally to be met with, and although these animals 
may not be the beat of food, yet they can be eaten. Of 
the land animals I may instance the Folar bear, the musk- 
ox, the reindeer, the Arctic tbx, and wolves. 

Parry obtained nearly 40001ba. weight of animal food 
during hia winter residence at Melville Island; B(hi , 
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jiearlj- tKe same quantity from birds alone, when ■wintering 
at Port Leopold. 

In 1719. the erewB of two Hadson's Bay vesaels, the 
Albany and Diimvery, a ehip and sloop, under the com- 
mand of Mr. Barlow and Mr. Enight, ivere cast on shore 
on Marble Island, and it was siibaet|uentiy ascertained 
that some of the party supported life for nearly three 
years. Mr. Henme learnt die particolars from some of 
the Eaqnimaux in 1739. The sliip it appeared went on 
shore in the fall of 1719 ; the party, being then in number 
about fifty, began to build their house for the winter. As 
poon as the Joe permitted in the following summer the Es- 
<inimaax paid them another visit, and found the number 
of sailors much reduced, and very unhealthy. 

Sickness and famine oceasioned such haroc amons; them, 
that by the setting in of the second winter, thcirnumber was 
reduced to twenty. Some of the Esquimaux took up their 
abode at this period on the opposite side of the harbour, 
and supplied tnem with what provisions they could spare 
in the shnpe of blubber, Beal's fiesh, and train oil. 

The JisquimauT left for their wanderings in the spring, 
Biid on rensiting the island in the summer of 1721, onfy 
five of the crews were found alive, and these were so 
ravenous for food, that they devoured the blubber and seal's 
flesh raw as they purchased it of the natives, which proved 
BO injurious in their weak stato that three of them died in 
& few days. The two survivors, though very weak, 
managed to bnry their comrades, and protracted their 
exiBtence for some days longer. 

" They frequently, in the words of the narrative, "went 
to tiie top of an adjacent rock, and earnestly looked to the 
Boutli and east, as if in expectation of some vessels coming 
to their relief. After continuing there a considerable 
time, and nothing appearing in sight, they sat down close 
together and wept bitterly. At length one of the two 
died, and tlie other's strength was so far exhausted, that 
he fell down and died also in attempting to dig a grave for 
his companion. The skulls and other largo bones of these 
two men are now lying above ground close to the house." 

Sir John Eichardson, speakiug of the amount of food to 
be obtained in the Polar region, says, " Deer migrate over 
the ice in the spring from tlie main shore to Victoria a^id 
"Wollaston Lands in large herds, and return in the nutama. 
These lands are also the breeding places of rnst flocks of 
snow geese ; so that with ordinary skill in hunting, a larjie 
supply of food might be procured on their shores, in tha 
mautha of June, July, and August. Seals arc also name- 
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rous in those seas, ond are easily eb,ot, their curiosity ren- 
dering them a ready prey to a boat party." In these waya 
and hy fishing, the stock of proviaionB mieht he greatiy 
anjiTneDted — and we hnve the renent eiarapTe of Mr. Bae, 
who passed a Bevere winter on the very barren shores ok 
Eepolse Bay, with no other file! than the withered tnfta of 
b herhacenoa andromada, and maintained a : 



partv on the spoils of the chase alune for a whole year. 
Sucll instances forbid oa to lose liope. Should Sir Johii 
T'rackhn'a provisions become so far inadequate to a win- 
ter's consumption, it is not hkelr that he would remain 
longer by his ships, but rather that in one body, or in 
aeveral, the officers and crews, with boats cut down so ea 
to be light enough to drag over tha ice, or boilt espressly 
for that pnrpOBe, wonid endeavour to make their way east- 
ward to Lancaster Sound, or sonthward to the main land, 
according to the longitude in which the ships were ar- 
rested. 

"We ought not to judge of the snpplies of food that can 
be proEured in the Arctic regions by diligent hunting, 
from the quantities that have oeen actually obtained on 
the several espeditiona that have retnmed, and eoose- 

Siectly of the means of preserving life there. When, 
ere was abundance in the ships, the address and energy- 
of the hunting parties was not likely to be called forth, aa 
they would inevitably be when the existence of the crews 
depended solely on their personal efforts, and formed 
their chief or only object in their march towards qnartera 
where rehef might be looked for. This remark has 
reference to the supposition that on the failure of the 
stock of provisions in the ships, the crews would in separate 
parties under their officers seek for succour ia several 
directions. 

With an empty stomach the power of resisting external 
cold is greatly impaired; but when the process of digestion 
is going on vigorously, even with comparativelv scanty 
clothing, the heat of the body is preserved. There is in 
the winter time, in high latitudes, a craving for fat ajt 
oleagiuoua food, and for such occasions the flesh of seali^ 
walrnsses, or bears, forms a nsefal article of diet. Cap- 
tain Cook Bays that the walrus ia a sweet and wholesome 
article of food. Whales and seals would also furnish Hght 
and fuel. The necessity for increased food in very cold 
weather, is not so great when the people do not worlt. 

Mr. G-ilpin, in his Narrative in the Nautical Maga^IM 
for March, 18.50, writes thus ; — 
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" Abont the '20tL of Jime a Binall water bird, called the 
doreky, had beeome so nmneroos, aad. bo many were 
daily shot hy those who troubled themselves to go after 
tliem, that Bhooti]ig parties &om each ehip, conEiBtino; of 
an officer and marine, were established at Wlialer Pomt, 
where they remained the whole week, returning on board 
on Saturday night. In a week or ao after this the ooon, 
a much heavier bird, became more plentiftil than the little 
doTeky. and from this time to the middle of August, so 
Buceeseful and untiring weie out sportamen, th&t the erew 
received each a bird per man. a day. 

" The account kept onhoardtheJniie»i!ffa<w showed the 
number of birds killed to have amounted to about 4000, 
aud yielding near 250OIbB. of meat. But more thao this 
V aa obtained, aa many were shot by individuals for amuse- 
ment, and not always noted." 

Mr. Groodsir, surgeon, when in the Advice whaler, on 
her voyage up Lancaster Sound, in the summer of 1840, 
Bpeaking of landing on one of the Wollaston lalanda, on 
the west side of Navy Board Inlet, soys ho disturbed 
about half a dozen pairs of the eider duck (Somateria 
fitoUiisima). Their eggs he fomid to be within a few 
hours of maturity. There were besides numerous nests, 
the occupants of which had probably winged their way 
southwards. Tvo brent geeae (Amer bervkla), and a 
single pair of arctic terns {Sliraa arciica), were most 
vociferous and courageona m defence of their downy 
offspring wherever he approached. These were the only 
birds ho saw, with the exception of a solitary raven 
(ConuM corax) not very high overhead, whose aharp and 
yt-t musically bell-like croak come startling upon the ear. 

Mr. Snow, in hia account of the voyage of the Prince 
Albert, p. 162, Bays (speaking of Melville Bay, at the 
northern head of Baffin a Bay], ''lunumerable quantities 
of birds, eapecially the little anfc [Alai alle) and the 
""" ' y {Cof^mbut^iylle), were now seen ( ' '-■''■ 

direction. They were to bo observe 

._e wiag and in the water, and often ol 

where they were clustered together so thick that scores 
might have been shot at a time by two or three fowling 

In paasin^ up Lancaster Sound a fortnight later several 
ehuals of eider ducks and large quautitieH ■jl Other binds 
were also seen. See ante, p. 43, ei sej. 
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A BALLAD OF SIB SOWS FBANRLIS. 



■ffaiTHEii 9Hi! yoo. Sir John Frantlln? 

Cried B whaler ia Baffln'a Hay ; 
To kuow If between tbe laad nnd the P^lt, 

1 totij Snd a broad aea-na;. 
! chsr^a j-dq back. Sir John Franklin, 

Aa JDU would Ure and thrlTCp 
For between tbe land and tbe froien Vv't 

lio men Dtaj' sail alive. 
But lightly lungbed the stout Elr John, 

And ipoke antoblBnien ; — 
HairLagland <a wtone. ifhe ii right: 



Cried the litUe Eequimaux. 
Setweo" ynnr land and tbe polar star 

My £Dodly Teaaela go. 
Corns doffo, if yon woold Journey Cbere, 

The little Indiau said: 



Dnt lightly laughed tbe stoat Sir Ji 

And the crew laughed with bim 

A sailor to obaBge from ablp to slec 



nured and tbteaten 



And 


closed where h 


a Bailed before. 


Hoi 8C 


o yo not, my merry men. 


ThB 


broad and opei 




Betliinl 


It ye what tbe whaler said. 


Bethin' 


liyeortheUtU 


e Indian's sled I 


The 


crew laughed o 


nt in glee. 


BIT John. Sir John, tin bitter cold. 




una drives OB 1 




Tteic. 


1 comes looming from tbe NortJi, 


7l!B 


.erj sunbeams 


Ireeie. 


Bright 


Rununergoes.! 


iarlc Winter eoroi 




unnat rule the 


year: 


Butloi 


ig ere 80™™*^ 


'B Btm goes do^Tn, 


On yonaer aea well 


etaer. 





eo9 


^M the dripping icebergs dlppwi and rose. 
V And floundered down tbe gale ; 

Ai.d Ibrled the nbelwa sail. 




Ih3 Saiuniei'a gone, llie Winter"! come. 

We sail not on yonder Boa, 
Wby sail we not. Sir Jolm FrankliuF 

—A silent man was lie. 




The Winter goes, the Summer comes. 
We cannot rule tbe year; 




I ween, we cannot role the ways, 
gir John, wherein we'd Eleer. 




And closed beneath the lee," 
Till the thickening vrattr. dashed no mOM. 
tv.-a.i ice around, behind, before— 




IVTiflt tldnt you of the whaler now I 

A sled w^re better than a ship, 
I u CTUise through toe and snow. 




Down canlc the baleTuI nrimson son ( 
Tbe nonbem-Iigbt came ODt, 

And glared upon the ice-bound ahlpa. 
And shook lu spean about. 




The snow came down, storm breedmg stCMl, 

Andonthedeckewaalaldi 
Till tbe weary sailor, sick at heart, 

Senk down beside his spade. 




Sir John, the night Is black and long, 

Tbe h1i;£ing wind is bleak; 
The hard, green ice la strong as deaUi i— 

I prithee, captain, speak. 




The night is ndther bHght nor short, 
TItf singing breeze is cold, 

l-he ice is not so strong as hope, 
Ths heart ofman is boldl 




What hope can scale this icy wall. 

High over the main flag-«aff? 
Aboyi; the ridges tbe wolf and bear 
Look down with a patient, settled sttm— 
Look down on ua and laugh. 




Tbe Samner went, the Whiter came— 
We cnuld not rule the year I 

But aurnmer wiU melt tbe ice again, 
^ And open a path to the sunny maia, 
^B Whereon our »Lips ah.Jl steer. 

L 





Bat tbs hard, green ioe w 
Ana the voice of hope sas 
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isCroDf; as deUli, 



And where the Englleh trees, 
AnJ where are the little Englieh Goneitr, 
That open iu the breeie ! 

Be still, be fUH mr brave a^lon '. 

Yon BhaU gee the flelda ngahi. 
And smell the bCeut ol' the Djleaine Ooveia 

The grass, and the wavhig gruin. 



Oh 1 when shall 1 se« my old mother, 
And pray at her tremhllng knee t 

Ba Uil], be still, my brave sailors 1 
Think not auoh choa^hts ugiunl 

Eat a tear Icoze slowJ; on Ills cheet— 
Ee thought of Lady Jute. 

Ah I bitler, hitter groin the cold. 

More settled stare the wolf and beat, 
Hon patient than before. 

Oh t think roo. good Sh: John Fnuiklia. 

We'll ever see the land? 
Twas cmel 10 KQd Da here to atim. 



le Lords of the AdminJty 



I sLdII now proceed to fumiali an account of the prill- 
oipal researches which have been made to oacertaiu the 
&te of Franklin's veBgela, merely premising that it wilt bo 
as brief as is coosisteut with intelTigihleiieas. 
_ Early in January, 1850, the Enterprue, Captain Col- 
linson, and the Investigator, Captain M'Clurei again 
started to pursue the search. They passed through the 
Strait of Magellan in April, and made for the Sand- 
wich Islands, which the Enierprite left on the 30lh of 
June. The Inveiligaior arriTed there three days after, 
and pursued her course to Behring's Strait, reaching 
Cape Lishume, within the Strait, alter an unparalleled 
passage of only twenty -six days. The Enterprise 
pushed to seventy miles eastward of Point Barrow, 
when she was stopped by the ice ; and the difficulty of 
finding a harbour induced Captain Collinson to return, 
and winter at Hong Eong ; which ho again leJl in 
April, 1851, to prosecute uie search. Meantime, the 
lavestigator, afl«r liaTiug quitted Cape Lisbume, waa 
aeeu both by the Herald and Plover, for the last time. 
Oil the 5th August, 1850, under press of canrus, with a 
strong aouth-west wind. To a signal of recall, she is 
reported to have rephed — " Important duty ;" " Own 
responsibility," After a long protracted stmgglo with 
the ice, the Jiwettiffator wintered, in 1850-51, in a 
newly discovered strait, between Banks' Land and Prince 
Albert's Land ; and, by a journey over the ice, Melrillo 
Island was reached from the west, and a commnnicatlon 
opened with the ships sent from the east, as will be found 
detailed in subsequent pages. 

The eflbrta begun thus early in 1850 were vigorously 
followed up in the spring of the same year ; Beseral vessela 
started to renew the search by way of Lancaster Sound. 
Captain Austin, in the SesolaU, and Captain Ommanney, 
in the Asaittimee, attended by two screw steamers, the 
Zairepid, Lieutenant Cator, and the Pioneer, Lieutenant 
Osborne. The veteran, Sir John Eoss, volunteered, aided 
by the Hudson's Bay Company, to join tJie search in hia 
yacht, the Felix. Captain Penny, an experienced com- 
mander in the whaling service, received orders from tha 
Admiralty to equip two yesaels, the Lady Franklin, and , 

1!% 
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a tender, the Sophia, m eharge of Captain Steivart. And 
that no portion of the polar regions might be left un- 
searched, Lady Franklin herself, by her private means, 
sent a amall schooner, the Prince Albert, in command of 
Captain Forsyth, E.N., to examine Eegent Inlet, for 
which the other veaBela had not provided ; bo that, in the 
pummer of 1850, not less than eight British vessels 
Tvere assembled within Lancaster Sound, besides the two 
American Bchoonera, the Advance, Lieutenant de Haven, 
and tie Sesai^, Lieutenant GrifSn ; which the nmnificeDt 
liberality of Mr. Grimiel, of New Yovk, had contribnted 
to this noble object ; ^pon which at least fourteen vessels 
were thus employed in the Arctic seas. 

In the autumn. Captain Forsyth having found Eegent 
Inlet blocked up with ice, returned to England, bringing 
tidings of some traces of Franklin's expedition harinz 
been discovered at Point Riley, at the mouth of Wei- 
iington Channel; and also a rumour picked up by Sir John 
Boas'a Esquimaux interpreter, respecting an attack of 
treacherous natives on certain ships at one of the many 

f laces called Omutmiak, to which little or no credence 
aa been given. 

The various searching vessels got into winter quarters 
in the bays of Comwmlis Land, and Griffith Island, at 
the southern extremity of Wellington Chaimel, exceptins' 
the American ones, which being caught in the pact ic 



being liberated till they were south of Capo Walsingham, 
in Baffin's Bay, in the month of June, 1S51. Captain 
Austin's ships were locked in the ice for nearly a year. 

In the early spring, the travelling parties from tue ships 
began their operations over the ice, and thorougmy 
senrched the snores north and south of Barrojv's SS^t, 
to the amoimt, in the aggregate, of over 2b00 miles. 
Captain Ommanney visited Cape Walker, and the land 
trending west, up to 100° 42' W., and was gone from his 
vessel sixty days. During some of this time the thermo- 
meter indicated a temperature of 71° below the freezing 
point. Captain Ommanney gives his decided opinion, that 
vessels would bo unable to navigate along the coast be 
explored, from the appearance of fixed ice and shoals, and 
from the southerly trending of the land where it was sup- 
posed to lie in a westerly direction. Another sledge party 
travelled along tko eastern shore of the laud, explored OB 
Ihevest side by Captain Ommatmej's ^orty. The mercury 
ifl 'h.o (iiejiaometer carriedtj ttoa ■^biVj -w^h It^i^iatfii 
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frozen : and tiieir chronometer was stopped from esces- 
give cold. In this travellins sails were ocoasioDally 
hoisted on the sledges, and large kites were also iittnched. 
When the wind was high, these aids propelled the sledge 
Teryrapidly, and the whoie of the party then rode; bnt when 
the wind (ell, the sledges, witb their provisions and stores, 
had to he dragged by main forpe over the ice by the men 
harneBsed to them. 

Another party examined Comwalhs Island, which lies 
on the western side of Wellington Chacnel, Bathnrst 
Island, Byam Martin Island and Straits, and the coast 
nortli'West of Bathnrst Island, to the 76° iat. 

Lientenant Osborn reached in the same direction to 
100° 25'. Lieutenant M'Chntock visited Winter Harbour, 
in Melrille Island, and rounded Cape Dundas into Liddou 
Gulf, as far as Bushnan Cove, returning across the island 
to Winter Harbour, brint^g back as a trophy part of the 
broken cart-wheel left by Sir E. Parry, in 1820. This 
extraordinary journey, which occupied eighty days, and 
involved a distance of 760 miles, gave no traoes of the 
missing navigatora, but produced unmistakable endence 
of the great abundance ofanimal life on the Parry Islands, 
for the travellers fell in with a great number ot hares, 
deer, and musk oxen, bears and foxes, as well as birds in 
great abundance. They travelled when the cold H'es so 
mtense that bottles of water, carried by the men in their 
breasts, froze after an hour or bo ; salt pork broke like suet, 
and rum thickened. 

Other parties examined th<> islands lying east of Mel- 
ville Island, with the like ill success. 

Sledge parties from Captain Penny's vessels proceeded 
up Wellington Channel, to examine both its sides. On 
the 30th May, Captain Stewart, oommandhig one of these 

!)artieB, arrived at a northern dividing channel, which 
eads from Wellington into Queen Viotoria'a Channel. 
Here, to his great astonishment, he found an open sea; 
but unfortunately, the want of a boat stopped his further 
progress. Ducks and sea-fowl, of various kinds, were 
Bwimming on the water, and snipe were flying about t!ie 
beach. The entrance to Wellington Strait was barred 
against the entrance of vessels by a firm and impassable 
barrier of ice, the evident accumulation of several aeaaona. 
Captain Penny's party discovered and eicplored Queen'a 
Channel, which is, without doubt, a prolongation oi Wel- 
lington Strait into the great Volar Basin. In this new 
channel Penny met with wood and other foreign sub- 
stances adrift, and polar beura, deer, walruses, and wlukft 
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in great nnmbere. It is highly prohable tliat Franklla 
has paaeed nocth throng;!! this xiaSEage. 

Some jealousies and petty diftercnces havinir takea 
place between the naral eommander of the espedition. 
Captain Austin, and tlie civilian, Mr. Penny, tne latter 
was induced to return home in the autumn of 1851. Sir 
John Boss followed shortly afLer; and Captain Austin 
and his ship,' arrived on the 7th October, after an abBence 
from Enolaiid of about eighteen months. 

The American espedition consisted of two brifrantines, 
the Advance, of 144 tons, and the Eencue, of 91 tons. 
They left New York on the 2Stli May, 1850. The un- 
fortunate result of their ice-drift I have alrea^ alluded 
to. With the exceptions, of Captain Back and Sir James 
Eoss, there is no other like record of a Polar drift, and 
this is without parallel as to distance and exposure. 

On Sept. 13, ISSl, Griffith's Island, the greatest westing, 
was observed by the A-Acajute and the Seicve, when they 
attempted to return, but were frozen in opposite Welhng- 
ton Channel. Then commenced the norticm drift, and 
the veBsels were carried to 75° 3ff — the greatest northing 
ever yet attained in that meridian of latitude. After- 
wards, about the latter end of November, they re-entered 
Lancaster Sound, under tlie influence of the ctift. 

The ice then closed upon them, and thej were amid all 
the horrors of a Polar winter, but it was subject to re- 
peated disruptions effected by wind, storm, or drift. 
During the months of November, December, January, and 
February, the darkness was perpetual {a Polar nipht) — and 
the discomfort of such a home, thus ice-bound, can be 
better imagined than described. 

The men were then prepared with knapsacks for any 
immediate emergency, no one knowing when the fearful 
pressure of the ice would crush the little barks. Previous 
to thifl, however, and preparatory for it, the Sescue was 
deserted, about November 5, to save fuel, dtc, the ther- 
mometer being 40" below zero. 

Meantime constant exposure to wet and cold here in- 
troduced scurvy, and in a short time, notwithstanding the 
usual preventives, the disease assumed in some eaaea att 
alarming form. Lieut, de Haven became severely afflicted, 
but by pouring hot water on dried apples, with some sea- 
■oning of lemon juice, a preparation for a drink was 
made, which soon restored tne health of the officers and 
crew. 

Lieut, de Haven's was the most severe attack, and 
aSbrded a singular illnalialion of cmo q£ the ^culiar fe^ 
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tnres of the disease. A small wnund on Iiis fincer, made 
when a sohool-boy, and many years ago healed and for- 
gotten, was reopened by the disease. 

In the sprinf^ (May) the Mescae was recovered with the 
loss of bowsprit and cutwater. Both vessels had with- 
stood the crushing of the ice wonderfully well. Their * 
small size enabled them to rise when the crushing began, 
and their prodigious stxength saved them from being de- 
stroyed by the pressure. 

On the lath of January, 1851, they entered Baffin's 
Bay (the Rescae then invisible), and drifted out of sight of 
land, being about 90 miles off. 

June 10, — They emerged from the ice, after over nine 
months drifting in it, (about 300 days,) during all which 
time they had been imprisoned, without the power to get 
out. During this time they calculated they had drifted 
full 1060 miles. 

Lieut, de Haven determined to proceed north after he 
had emerged from the ice, in Jnne, as belbre stated; but 
in bia effort to pass through the Melville Bay barrier he 
was, July 2S, again beset with ice, and frozen up. 

The icebergs were more numerous than ever known 
before at that time, and he became enveloped in them. 
He was in the midst of a grand, magnificent circus of ioe- 
berss, the amphitheatre of which was 200 feet high. 

From this imprisonment he escaped August 19, when 
the north winds olew him out. Then, after refiohing at 
the Greenland ports, he set sail for the United States. 

Mr. Sane, the surgeon to 'Has expedition, and one of 
the moat inteihgent of the various recent Arctic explorers, 
was very sanguino that Franklin might yet be found. 

" I shoulii say (he observes, m n letter to Mr. Grinnell) 
that he is now to be sought for north and west of Com- 
walHs Island. As to the chance of the deBtruetion of tho 
party by the casualties of ice, the return of our own party, 
after something more than the usual share of them, is the 
only fact that I can add to what we knew when we set out. 
The snow hut, the fire and light from the moss lamp fed 
with blubber, the seal, the narwhal, the white whale, 
and occasionally abundant stores of migratory birds, would 
sustain vigorous life. The scurvy, the worst visitation of 
explorers, deprived of permanent quarters, is more rare 
in the depths of a Polar winter than in the milder weather 
of the moist aummer, and our two little vessela encoun- 
tered both seasons without losing a man." 

During the months of Jnne, July, August, and Sep- 
tember, 1853, Dr. Joha Eae was eueaffiiC ^is^^ <siAs:m. 
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from the Hudson's Bay Company, in fsaminrag tiie oooata 
of Victoria and Wollaaton lalands and Dease and Simp, 
son's Straits. During tlie three months he v/as absent, he 
EupportedhiBpartyofseventeea men almost entirely on the 
animal food they ohtained, which was ahnndant ; tlie dir 
meat they had ■with them being principally given to their 
dogs. '-Hiey fell in with bears, deer in high condition, 
large fiocks of geese, golden plorers, and quantities of 
salmon. 

Twenty-one deer were shot on the coast, and many more 
could httva been killed, if neceasary. 

A distance of nearly 1100 miles was snrreyed. 

In October, 185S, the Prince Albert arrived at Aber- 
deen from a. Toyage of aevenieen montha duration in tie 
Arctic regions. This little vessel had been fitted out a second 
time, for that quarter, principally at tho espense of Lady 
Franklin; and, although some geographical discoveries 
were made, nothing was accompliahed towards the main 
ohjeets of the voyage. A sledge party from this vessel 
traversed a liistaoce of oearly 1200 miles, during which they 
visited Cape Walker, and the north coast of Somerset 

By the accounts received from Behring's Strait, to 
August, 1852, Commander Maguire had taken the Plover 
up safely into a harbour nt Cape Barrow, which he 
named Moore Harbour ; being situate further north, it 
was better adapted for watching and communicating with 
the esplorbg vessels, or parties from them. After a 
minnte examination of about 1000 lbs. of the preserved 
meats on board this vessel, snpphed by Mr. Goldner, it 
was found in a pulpy, decayed, and putrid state, and to- 
tally unfit for men s ibod, and 10,570 ibs. were, therefore, 
thrown overboard into the sea, as a nuisance, in July 
last. 

It is satisfactory, however, to find animal life equally 
abundant in this sea as in other parts of tho Arctic regiona; 
and the commander states, that after entering the ice, on 
their approach to Point Barrow, they found the sea lite- 
rally covered with birds, most of them excellent eating, and 
the crews vere nearly suppliedwith them from two guns in 
h b t bo t 100 loons being obtained daily. When 
skuj d h y rj well, and one for each man made a 

dm h d y. Further to the southward the 

alru wa num and, to the northward, seals were 

d gr b dance. Driftrrood was mot with, 

h h n p ifiil as at Port Clarence and some 
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Moore Harbour 13 about 500 mileB in advanoo of tJie 
Floser's old irinter quarters ; Point Barrow lies al'otit 
15H° "W. long-, the westernmost extremitv of Melville 
Island ; the lartlieat point yet reached by tee espeditioua 
working througb Lancaster Sound, is in about 115" lon^j. 
W. ; consequently tliero yet lies between the advanced 
posts of expeditions working west, and those working east, 
about 40 de^ees of longitude unexplored. Banks' Land 
remains unexplored between the 110th and 120lU degrees 
longitude ; but all the coasta in the vicinity of the common 
eourae of Arctic navigatoTB, that is, throiJj'li Baffin's Bay, 
Lancaster Sound, Barrow's Strait, thence westerly as far 
as Melville l!!)and, the shores of Boothia Gulf and Be^ent 
Inlet, Peel Sound, and the coasta of Prince of "Wales' 
Land, EuBseE Island, of which Cape Walker forms the 
north eastern promontory, and all the Arctic coasta of 
the continent of North America, have been thoroughly 
searched. 

The Isabel screw schooner of ITO tons and 30-!iorso 
power, fitted and provisioned for a five years' cruise, 
uaviBg ia June, 1853, through the failure of Captain 
Beataon'fl intended expedition to Behring's Strait, been 
thrown, upon the hands of Lady Frankim, that lady 
offered the vessel to Commander Inglefield, E.N., for 
service, in any route he might consider most judicious. 
Captain Inglefield left England in July, to explore the 
head of BiSOn's Bay, and examine its large sounds and 
straits, and accomplished in four months more than any 
other arctic navigator had done. By this voyage \Vhnh' 
Sound was pretty clearly ascertained to be an entrance 
into the Polar Sea ; and the commander of the IsabeJ 
believes ho had at'tually entered the Great Basin, and 
was ebecked in his course towards Behring's Strait by 
continued heavy gales, which drove him back into Whale 
Sound. This sound hes in the north-east part of Boffin's 
Bay, Ihe Isabel tlieu penetrated Joaea' Sound on the west 
side of BafSn's Bay as far west as the 84th degree of longi- 
tude ; but meeting with no traces of Franklin, the vessel 
was then steered to communicate with Sir E. Belcher's 
squadron at Beechey Island, and returned home. 

On the 35th of August, after having been bloivn back 
three times. Captain Inglefield entered Whale Sound. 
Twenty-five miles inside this opening in tlie coast he- 
found a settlement of natives, who were strong, healthy, 
and vigorous, having an ample store of blubber and flesh 
laid bj in their winter underground hovels. They had 
- -s dogs and sledges. Ascendinf; an emiaeoce of 
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nearly 1,000 feet, Ive found that the north aide of the 
Sound was composed of a group of islands, some of coa- 
eiderable dimennionB. Two small openings, so marked at 
least on the ohBrta. were discovered to he extensive inlets 
etretchicg away to the northward and north eastward. 
Par as the eye could reach an imbrolien horizon met the 
gaze, and no sign of ice or obstruction into an open strait 
or inland sea could be detected. These two inieta were 
named after Sir Roderick Murchison and Sir Francis 
Bt'aufort. TaTdng advantage of the open atato of the ice. 
Captain Inglefleld dashed boldly on to the northward, 
in the direalion of Smith's Sound, making Cape Alexander 
on the 2eth. 

"We hod no sooner," aaya the commander, "fairly 
opened the Sound, than I involuntarilv exclaimed, this 
must lead into the great Poljnio of the ituaBians ; and as 
the eye strained forward into the clear expanse of appa- 
reutiy open water, which now occupied from seven to eight 
points of the compass due north of our position, I could 
not but admit to my owa mind that a great sea was 
beyond, 

" This strait marked so narrow on our charts, by mea- 
Burement I found to be about thirty-six miles across, and now 
I pushed eagerly on to a further view of this noble inlet." 

The natural snow-clad aspect of the bleak cliffs that 
fiurroand the head of the bay, seemed changed by the 
presence of a more genial chme, the aide of Cape Alex- 
ander itself being streaked with bright green grasses and 
moss, and the neighbouring hUb to the northward were 
black instead of snow-capped, evidently of secondary for- 
mation. The discoveries made by Captain Inglefleld com- 
prise 600 miles of new coast line. He also remained 
within the arctic (arcle two months later than the Govern- 
ment expedition imder Captain Austin the previons year, 
having reached it three months later; and yet accom- 
plished (independent of sailing) 1,474 miles under steam, 
bringing home with him still sixty-six tons of fuel. 

Sir Francis Beaufort, the hydrographer to the Ad- 
miralty, in his report, speaking of these important smreya 
performed, says of Smith's Sound, " This may well bo 
called a valuable discovery, for Baffin merely saw a break 
in the coast, and Boss and Parry could only just perceive 
the looming of the mountains at the distance oi ninety 

" Murchison Strait was likewise another important 
geographical discovery, for Whale Sound, with which it 18 
connected, was supposed to\}e ooi^ «. ^e*^ '&Qi;d, whereai 
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" In the third place, the ice having prevented CaptEiin 
Austin from entering Jonea' Sound, but -which aeemed to 
him to be only a deep bay, now turns out to be another 
channel to the nortiiward, through the great cluster of 
Parry Islands." 

The results of this interesting voyage have furnished 
many facta poaaeseing an important bearing on the present 
and future searching espeditiona -, and confirm the follow- 
ing opinions thrown out by Mr. Petennann. 

1. That Sir John Franklin luts not been wreclced, and 
lias not perished ia the northern part of Baffin's Bay, and 
along itsweatern shore. 

2. That the Polar Seas even in very high latitudes, are 
perfectly navigable during a certain period of tlio year. 

3. That this period of navigableness in the comparatively 
Ligh latitudes ia not in the middle of summer, (when the 
seas through which acceas is to be had are usually encum- 
bered with ice,) but at the end of the summer season, 
or at its beginning, before the great ico masses aro 
djslodeed from the coast and drifted southward. 

4. That certain animals, fit for food, are more or less 
abundant even in the highest latitudes. 

Bearing the preceding points in mind, and aaauming 
that Sir J. Franklin has gone up Wellington Chaunel, and 
there found before him a sea of considerable extent, and 
navigable like that to the north of Baffin's Bay. the aue«- 
tion arises, how ia it possible that nine years have now 
passed without Sir John Frankiin'a having been able 
to pasa out of that aea into the sea situated to the 
norlh of Behring'a Strait, in the direction of either the 
American or the Siberian shores P T-he most feasible 
solution of this [[aestion that suggeats itaelf to me, is 
that a tract of land may have hitherto prevented hia 
progress in that region. There i " 



jeeturing that snch a tract of land may extend from the 
land seen by Captain K.ellett, to the north of Behring'a 
Straits, as far as the eastern coasts of Greenland, v 



t a single opening. At all events it admits of scarcelj 
any doubt that tho sea to the north of Baffin's Bay can 
have no connexion with the Polar Basm, nor even with 
the sea beyond. 

All this has been done, an immense line of coast invea* 
tigated, and yet the question is not set at rest. 
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October, 1854, the officers and erew of Sir Edwai 
Cher's Equadrou arrived home, with Captain JM'Cb 
the crew of the Investigator. The Assittaiiee and S 
with their tenders, Fioneer and Intrepid and the J 
t/ator, were so firmly hlocked up in the ice, that 
"found impossible to hberatethem; and after mal 
secure, they were abandoned by Sir Edward Bl 
orders, and their officers and crews arrired home, 
Phmni-x, North Star, and Talbot store ships, wij 
been sent to their rehef. During the whole of 1 
rilouB voyage of nearly four years, the Imestiga 
but oae officer and five men out of a crew of sisty-i 



In an ably written and interesting Jetter froii 
Franklin to the President of the United States, eip 
her sincere and profound gratitude for the serviw 
has already been rendered to the Arctic cause 
"United Slates GroTenunent, she says, "The result 
late operations of the allied squadrons, though faUin 
of our hopes and expectations, are neither inBigiiiSo 
devoid ofgreat encouragement for the future. Thej 
in the first place, that the missing ships escaped 
catastrophes which the faint-hearted and despairi; 
predicted of them in their outward voyage, and anr 
safety at the first winter quarters, where were the 
of tlioae men belonging to the discovery ships, and 
apparently witli great care and decorum; attestic 
the ships' companies were not only in life, but, ai 
immistakeable signs combine to prove, in circumsta 
security, comfort, and plenty, and full of vigour, 
the future field of searcn has been narrowed, and .1 



ploration of Captain Austin's officers o 
on with a spirit and perseverance which makes ma 
that they are my couutirmen, having shown that oH 
oould not have pursued a sonth-west course ; wl 
discoveries of Captain Penny, conducted with equal 
and spirit, in a north-west direction, leave no n 
doubt that the clear water he there came upon was t 
opened by my husband's ships.andthat they pursue 
way towards Behring's Strait in a high northern la 
Thus our future cfibrts have a more confined and < 
aim. It may be affirmed that the lost navigators e, 
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to be looked for with every Lope of Bueceaa, in the space 
ijing- between 100° and 180° of west longitude and any 
pftrallel of latitude north of 75". It would appear, therefore, 
that to aecuie the completenesa of the aearch, it ahould he 
eommenced simultaueouely at both ends, and that no eingle 
expedition going up Wellington ChaJinel ahould be con- 
Eidered to Tiaro eshanated its work till it emerged in 
Eehripg'B Strait, or, in other words, accompHahcd a north- 
iTcst passage ; uor any expedition starting from Sehring's 
Strait deem ita object attained till it cornea out in "Wel- 
lington Channel or Baffin's Bay ; or, in other words, per- 
formed the north-west pasaage. We derive infinite com- 
fort from the proofa which the late expeditions have given 
us, that eonaiderable resooroeB eziat in those norOicru 
portions of the Arctic regions which have now been ap- 
proached, for the anmort of human life, and very satiafac- 
tory, also, is the admtional experieuee gained in confirma- 
tion of all former evidence, that the Arctic climate is in 
itaelf favourable to health, and that tlie loss of life attend- 
ing the expeditions is, in spite of the risks and accidents 
incidental to them, far less than the average in any other 
quarter of the globe. With these facts before ua, and with 
ao proof or even sign of any sudden calamity having over- 
taken them and cut abort their progress, it aeems not pre- 
sumptuous, but within the bounds of a reasonable and 
modeat calculation of probabilities, to conclude the lost 
navigators have only not been found because they were 
already beyond the reach of tlie efibrts which hare been 
made to come upon their track, limited as tieir efforts have 
hitlierto been to the duration of a single season. The 
discovery ships were years ahead of all their pursuers, 
ajid, whfle the latter had advanced hardly beyond the 
starting post, they were stmggling towards the goal. If 
misfortune has indeed overwhelmed them, — and how shall 
I dare refuse to believe in such a possihili^ P — it baa been 
in the strenuous ardent pursuit of their duty, and not in 
the early and timid abandonment of it, as they would 
seem to imply who gratuitously auppoae that our bmre 
countrymen turned back at the end of a single winter, and 
perished on their way home. It was the known determi- 
nation of my husband, and is recorded by liim in his last 
letter from the bordera of the ice, to renew hia attempts 
year after year, and if foiled in one direction to try an- 
other. • • • I cannot but regard the reacuo of my 
husband and Lia companions, and the accomplishment ot i 
the new passage, as nearly identical objects. Had tha i 
researches which have hitEerto been made innain. lia«& I 
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Hubjetted to no other teBtrictions thaa tliB aecompiisli- 
ment of tLe one objector the other, io long aa the lives of 
those employed were not necesaarily sncnaced, we miglit 
not perhaps have had to mourn orer a aerieB of bitter 
disappointmentB. It is only by having the eame obiecta 
in view as the original expedition, and pnrsQing it with the 
e steadfast peraeverance, that We con hope to solve the 



Another searching expedition, eonsistine of the Ad- 
iianre, fitted ont again by Mr. Grinnell, left the Ame- 
rican shores in April, 1853. The former snrgeon, Mr. 
Kane, promoted to Lieutenant, was in charge of it. 
A more judicioas selection could not have been made. — 
Though before serving in but a subordinate capacitj-, 
he signally distinguianed himself for his intelligence 
and energy. In one essential qualification he stood 
especially pre-eminent; that qualiflcation was /ui(A. He 
firmly believed that Sir John was yet a liring maa, and 
that he could be rescued from his place of confinement by 
human means. His heart was thoroughly in the enterprise, 
and his zeal, it was certain, would not fail so long as ft 
vestige of hope remained. 

On July 23rd, 1853, he was at TJppernavik, ia Green- 
laud, and was poshing oo in his brig tor some safe harbour 
on the eastern aide of Smith's Sound, then Le would leave 
his ship, and proceed with an esploring party of twenty 
or thirty men towards the north, with sledges, dogs, and 
gutta-percha boats. This locality is 230 miles to the 



seen or recorded in Wellington Channel. At a meeting' 
of the St. John's Lodge of Newfoundland, in June of that 
year, after the receipt of a cordial address and a masonio 
flag, Pr. Kane thus explained to his brother masons his 
hope and sentimenta in regard to the further search foe 
our long nbaent brother of the mystic tie. Sir John 
Franklin ; — 

"Allow me to explain to you the rnf/OTjn/eoF the present 
nndertaking, and to state the grounds on whieh onr hojWB 
of its Buecesa are baaed, as this may be desirable to remova 
misapprehensions which too widely and too generally pre- 
vail upon this subject. To those whoae knowledge is 
obtained and whose judgment is formed at the fireside, 
this may indeed appear to be a wild and hopeless expedi- 
tion 1 but those whose practical knowledge is derived from 
explomtioa, scientifia reeearch, and h^ experience in 
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those regions towards which our course ia now directed, 
haye formed a far different opiaioii, and their acquisition 
of knowledge constitutes tjiem the best judges ; for ia 
their beUef the probahility amounts to all but certainty, 
{hat either Sir John Franklin, or at least the greater part 
of his brave band, and most likely all of them, are atili 
ahvo, and may yet be restored to their families, their 
friends, and to the world. 

" Against this probability are only to be placed the muta- 
tions and chanceB to which, under ordinary circumstances, 
human hfe is evervwhere liable ; for it is almost certain 
that Sir John and his noble crew could not have been ex- 
posed to danger ariains from any catastrophe : icebergs in 
the region to which ho has been traced are things unknown, 
nor yet are there seas there, in a nautical sense, by which 
their lives would be imperilled : — the onlv accident that 
could befal them would be from the sudden closing in of 
the ice, characterised by the term of 'nipping,' but even 
from that there ore almost always time and means to afford 
escape; and, consequently, a carefully -formed opinion, 
based on reliable data, ia now entertained among scientific 
and erperieucedmen,anchas SirEoderickMurchison. and 
Commander Penny of your own nation, and of numbers 
among ns, whose practical knowledge of those regions adds 
weight to their authority, — that this little band of martyrs 
to science, or at any rate, the greatest part of them, are still 
alive, and if the search be faithfully persevered in, that 
they will yet be found." 

Lieut, Kane's espedition, although energetically con- 
ducted, added nothing to our stock of knowledge re- 
specting the missing eipeditioa, because it was directed 
in a. wrong channel. It hqh doubted whether Sir John 
Franklin proceeded in the spring of 1857 westward, or 
northward up Wellington Channel. His instructions es- 
pressly enjoined the former course, but an exfenaiTO 
eearch by means of sledges, in that direction, extending 
to 103° 25' along the south shore, and to 114° 20' alonj; 
the north shore, afforded no indication that such was the 
course sctnally pursued. It was the opinion entertained 
generally by the officers of both the English and American 
eipeditions, that Sir John prosecuted hia course by the 
open sea north-west of the WeilinRton and Victoria Chan- 
nela, and was shut up in the almost boundiess region of 
■water, ice, and Jand that extends between Victoria Chan- 
nel and the high and extensive lands north of West 
Georgia, considered by «ome to be a continuation of the 
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range of mountains seen off Cape Jakan on the coaat of 
Asia. That there is a great polar basin with a higher 
temperature than that of the Arctic zone, uhounding with 
animal life, and ample means for human sabsistence, noa 
plainly set forth by Captain Penny, in 1850, aa his decided 
conyiction. This opinion was substantiated by Captain 
Inglefield, whenhe returned from a abort steamer cruise of 
four months up Eal&n Bay, in 1S52, and presented a report 
of his observations to tie Eoyal Geographical Society. 
That gallant navigator attained the latitude of 78° 35', 
about 120 miles farther north then the highest point ever 
before reached. He passed through a channel some thirty- 
five miles in width, and found an immense extent of open 
water before him ; but was prevented from proceemng 
forward by a tremendous gale which his little steamer was 
poorly adapted to encounter. It is Captain Inglefield's 
opinion that Baffin Bay is misnamed, and is in fact an 
arm of communication between the Atlantic and the Arctio 
Oceans, 

On the 3lHt of May, 1845, we have a pleasant account 
of the missine expedition and its commander, in a lettei- 
from Captain Fitzjamea to Mr. Batrow, of the Admiralty. 

He writes thus : — 

" Sir John Franklin is delightful, active, energetic, 
and evidently even now persevering. What he has 
been we all know. I think it will turn out that he 
' is nowise altered. He is fall of conversation and inter- 
esting anecdotes of his former voyages. I would not 
lose him for the command of the e^Lpedition, for I have a 
real regard — I may say, affection — for him, and believe 
this is felt by all of us. I have not seen much of Crosier 
yet, but what I have seen I hke, and I think he is just 
made ibr a second to Sir John Franklin. In our niess 
we are all very happy ; we have a most agreeable set of 
men, and I could suggest no change, escept that I wish 
you were with us." 

Again, on the Ist of July : — " The only difficulty I had 
was to get Sir John to shorten sail when it waa wanted. 
He is full of life and energy, with good judgment and a 



8 the moat fitted for the command of an enterprise n 
quiring sound sense and great perseverance. I have 
learnt much from him, and consider myaell' most fortunate 
in bein:: with such a man; and he is full of benevolence 
and tiuUnesB witial," 
The followmg extract of & \cttCT fiwca lieutenant Fair- 
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holme, of the Erehut, will alao serve to ihow the pleasant 
anticipations of success which prevailed throughout the 
partyj and the happy terms on which they were with 
each other ; — 

"On board, we are aa comfortable as it ie possible to he. 
I need hardly tell you how much we are all delighted with 
OUT captain. He has, I am sure, won not only the respect 
bat the love of every person on board, by his amiable 
manner and kindness to all ; and his influence is always 
employed for some good purpose, both among the officers 
and men. He has been most successful in his selec* 
tion of officers, and a more agreeable set could hardly be 

" Sir John is in much better health than when we left 
England, and really looks ten years younger. He takes an 
active part in everything that goes on; and his long 
esperience in such services as this makes him a most 
Taluahle adviser. July lOth. — The transport is just re- 
ported clear ; so I hope that we may be able to swing tha 
ships to-morroB-, and get away on Saturday. We are 
very much crowded ; in fact, not an inch of stowage has 
been lost, and the decks are still covered with casks. &c. 
Our supply of coals has encroached serioualy on the ship's 
stowage ; out aa wo consume both this and provisions as 
we go, the ovil will be continually lessening. 

It may be interesting to know the official account of 
the fresh provisions supplied by the Admiralty to these 
ships ( it was as follows : — Preserved meat, in tins, 
3a,018lbB.; soup, pints, 17,416; gravy, pints, 2176; 
vegetables, 8076lbs. ; potatoes. 26321hs. This is besides 
the usual naral rations of salt provisitons for three years. 

The anueied account of their additional resources is so 
important, aa being the latest intelligence, that 1 cannot 
abridge it : — 

" itobert Martin, now master and commander of the 
whale ship Intrepid, of Peterhead, solemnly and sincerely 
declares, that on the 23nd day of July, 1845, when in 
command of the wbale ship Enterprise, of Peterhead, in 
lat. 75° Iff long. 66° W., calm weather, and towing, the 
Erelnts and Terror were in company. These ships were 
alongside the Enterprise for about fifteen minutes. The 
declarant conversed with Sir John Franklin and Mr. Eeid, 
bis ice master. The conversation lasted all the time the 
ships were dose. That Sir John, in answer to a question by 
the declarant, if he had a good supply of provisions, and 
how long he expected them to last, stated that he had pro- 
visions tbi Eve years, and if it were necessary he could 
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' make them spin out seven yeare ;' and he said ftirther, 
that he would lose no opportunity of killing biids, and 
whatever ehe was useftil that came in the way, to keep 
up their Etock, and that lie had plenty of powder and shot 
for the purpose. That Sir John also Btnted that he had 
already got several caeks of birds ealted, and had then two 
shooting parties out— one from each ship. The birds were 
very numerous ; many would fall at a single shot ; and 
the declarant has himself killed forty at a shot with white 
peas. That the birds areTery agreeable food, are intasw 
add size somewhat like young pigeons, and are called by 
the sailors 'roches.' 

" That on the 2Sth or 28th of the said month of July two 
parties of Sir John's officers, who had been out shooting, 
dined with the deolarajit, on board the Enterj/rise. There 
was a boat with six firom each ship. Their conversation 
was to the same effect as Sir John's. They spoke of 
expecting' to be absent four, or £ve, or perhaps siz years. 
These officers also sdd that the ships would winter where 
they could find a convenient place, and in spring push on 
as far as possible, and so on year alter ^ear, as the deter- 
mination was to push on as far as practicable. 

" That on the following day an invitation was brought 
to the declarant, verbally, to dine with Sir John, but the 
wind shifted, and the Enterpriie having cut through the 
ice about a mile and a half, the declarant was obliged to 
decline the invitation. That he saw the Erebiu and Terror 
for two days longer; they were stJU lying at an iceberg, 
and the Enterprise woa moving slowly down the ooontry. 
That so numerous were the birds mentioned, and so favour- 
able was the weather for shooting them, that a very large 
number must have been secured during the time t£e 
declarant was in sight of the two ships. That from the 
state of the wind and weather for a period of ten daya, 
during part of which declarant was not in sight of the two 
ships, the best opportunity was adbrded for securing the 
birds. That the birds described are not to be found at 
all places on the fishing groundduring the whaling season, 
but are roet with in vast numbers every season on certain 
feeding banks and places for breeding ; and it was consi- 
dered at the time by the declarant a most fortunate cir- 
cumstance that the Erebut and Terror had fallen in with 
so many birds, and that the state of the weather was bo 
favourable for securing large numbers of them. The 
dedarant has himself had a supply of the same description 
of birds, which kept lieBh ima good during three mouths, 
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it Davis's Straits, and the last were m good as the first 



Bi a letter also published in the Times newspaper, 
from Mr. Sutherland, surgeon of the Sophia, the 
tender to the Lad^ Franiliii, Captain Penny, he states, 
" Lad Sir John Pmnklin any wish to increaae his atock of 
provisions by the use of the birds called 'rochea,' he 
conld obtain them in thouBsads where the Enterprise of 
Peterhead parted with him ; and as to stowage, the daily 
allowance of 138 men would soon make room for a few 
casks of salted birds. Moreover, he would also leam 
that sea-fowl will keep in the Arctic regions during the 
three short months of summer, if they be exposed to the 
cold and a free current of air. And there is no doubt his 
ingenuity would suggest to him what the Esiuimaui have 
practised for thousands of years — to wit, preserving 
masses of animal subatuncea, such as whale's £esh by 
means of ice, during the summer mouths, when it may 
be easily obtaiocd, for their use during winter." 

There was more danger to be apprehended from 
the well-known energy and zeal of the eiplorera than 
from any other cause. Franklin left our snores feehng 
that the eyes of the civihzed world were on him, and that 
it was hoped and expected he would aceompUsh what our 
most learned hjdrographers regard as feasible; although 
failure has characterized so many attempts to pass from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean, round the north coast 
of America. Franklin was well aware that if he succeeded 
his iame would be heralded abroad ; and he woold not 
abandon his enterprise as long as strength n 



He would not give up the struggle with mighty icebergs and 
thick-ribbed ice as long as the suiallest chance of obtaining 
the much-desired prizo remained. It is recorded that when 
attempts were made to dissuade Sir Martin Frobisher 
from engaging in the discovery of a north-west passage, 
he answered, "It is the only thing in the world that is 
left yet undone, whereby a notable mind might be made 
famous and fortunate." 

Sir John Franklin, in the narrative of his first Arctic 
journey, writing then of Sir Edward Parry, uses obser- 
vations which may be appUed with equal force, and but 
slight alteration, to his own case : — 

"His task," he observes, "is doubtless an arduous one. 
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and if tUtimately HUPPeBsfui, may occupy two, and perhaps 
three He&soriB ; but confiding, aal do, frompersonaJknow- 
ledge, in his peraeveranee and taleut for anrmounting 
difficulties, the strength of his ships, and the ahundaace 
of provisions with whioJi they arc stored, I have very little 
apprehensioit of hia safety. As I understand his object 
waa to lieep the cotvst of America close on board, he will 
find in the spring of the year, before the breaking up of 
the ice can permit him to pursue his voyage, herds of deer 
flocking in abundance to all parts of the coast, wliieh may 
be procured without difficnlty ; and even later in the 
eeason, additions to his stock of provisions may be ob- 
tuned on many parts of the coast, should aircumstanireB 
give him leisure to send out hunting parties. With the 
trawl, or seine-nets, also, he may alraoat eveiywhere get 
abundance of fish, even without retarding his progress. 
Under these circumstances, I do not conceive that lie 
runs any hazard of wanting proviaiona, ahould his voyage 
be prolonged even beyond the latest period of time 
which is calculated upon. Drift-wood may be gathered 
at many places in considerable quantities ; and there is a 
fair prospect of his opening a. communication with the 
Esquimaux, who come down to the coast to kill seals ia 
the spring, previous to the ice breaking up: and irom 
whom, if he eucceeds in concihating their good-will, he 
may obtain provision, and much useiul assistance." 
In June, 1851, Mr. John Hilton, in an interesting letter, 

Subljshed in the Manchester Guardian, suggested the 
esirabihty of trying the route between Spitzbergen and 
IfovaZembla; and the following are extracts from his com* 
muni cation : — 

" Upon an inspection of the globe, and bearing in mind 
the foregoing remarks, I think your readers will agree 
with me in stating that the most favourable H>nte for as- 
certaining the fate of our miaaing countrymen is for the 
ships proceeding north, say between Spitsbergen and 
-JSoTa Zembla, and then, as the ice permits, so as to come 
"-" — n towards the southward againm about long. 130° W., 
ling out boats daily east and west, and Anally making 
ir egress \)j Lancaster Sound or Behring's Straits. It 
, in my opinion, to be an erroneous idea the public 
n of the North Polar Sea being an impenetrable 
of ice. Perhaps the following statement may as- 

n removing much prejudice and doubt of the practi- 

oshility of a North Polar paaaage. The idea of a Worth 
f olar passage to the East Indies waa fij'st suggested 
in liejoflrl527, by Robert Thome, amerchent of Bristol, 
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who, in a letter addressed to Dr. Ley, atates : — ' It is ns 
probable that tlie cosmographera shonld bo mistaken in 
the opiutoa of the Polar regjpns being impassable from 
estreine cold, as it has been found they were in supposing 
the countcies imder the line to be iminha,bitable jrom es.' 
cessive heat.' In the year 1609, Jonaa Poole, in the 
Amily, made an unsucceasfiil attempt to penetrate to the 
North Pole, and, in concluding the account of his yOTBge, 
states — ' I assure myself a passago may bo attained this 
way by the Pole, as any unknown way whatsoever, by 
reason the suu doth give a ^reat heat in thie climate, and 
the ice is nothing BO huge as I have seen in lafc. 73? B",' 
In 1615, Fotherby, upon the termination of hia voyage. 
Bays : — ' Although I have not attained my desire, yet, for- 
asmuch aa it appears not ^et to the contrarj, but that 
there is a spacious seabetwiitGroiiJaad and Spitzbergen, 
although muehpeBteredwithice;' and, with perseverance, 
ho believed a passage might be attained. In me year 1773, 
the Eoyal Society made apphcatiou, through the Earl of 
Sandwich, to hia Majesty Kin^ George the Tbird, for an 
expedition to try how far navigation waa practicable to- 
wards the North Pole, and which, his Majesl^ was pleased 
to direct should be undertaken. Captain C. J. Phipps, 
afterwards Earl of Mulgrave, had the honour of being en- 
trusted with the conduct of this expedition. Like previous 
voyagers, they did not attain their object. In 1606, Baffin 
advanced aa high as lat. 81° N. In 1751, Captain M'Cullam 
attained the lat. 83° SCK N., where he found an open aea 
and fair weather. In 1754, Captain Wilson, inthemonth 
of June, advanced to lat. 83° N., and aa high as 81° 
found the sea clear of ice aa far as he could see. At the 
same time, Capt^n Guy, after four days of foggy weather, 
WAS carried tothe same spot; and Mr. Stevens, amost accu- 
rateobaerver, was drivenoff Spitzbergen byasoutherly wind 
which blew for aeveral days, and until he reached tlia lati- 
tude 8-1° 30" N. during the whole of which time he met 
with very httle ice, and did not find the cold ercessive. 
Captain. Sir W. E. Parry, in hia attempt to reach the 
North Pole in 1827, found the ice more broken up to the 
northward than to the southward, and which caused him 
to abandon the attempt of reaching the Pole by travelling 
over the ice. 

" I was informed peraonally, by a sailor who sailed witli 
Captain Seoresby, senior, that he well remembered their 
being North of 83°, and at that time there was no ice in sight, 
aud a very heavy swell on. A very distinguished Arctic 
writer of the present day, relatea tha oeae Qt.a,'«\iA'e,'ti»x- 
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pooaed by a Greenland ship, getting away, and being 
sflerwardB taken on the east coast of America with tlie 
Greenlander'a harpoon in hgr. Sir John Fraukhn, during 
his overland route from the Coppennine Eiver towards 
the eastward, and when in lat. 68'^ N. and long, 110° W., 
saw great qnantitieB of driftwood ; and the fact of such 
being found about Spitsbergen and the Greenland eoBst, 
■ not only proves the existence of a North Polar passage, 
but the certainty of there being an open conuntmication 
BTery season, or thereabouts, or how could tho wood flow 
with tho current ? Wonld not its progress be staid, sup- 
posing the North Polar sea to be an impenetrable barrier 
of ice P Again, where must the whale abovementioued 
have obtained fresh air during her passage across, if this 
impenetrable barrier exiat«dP Captain Sir W. E. Parry 
states the drift of the ice to be about the rate of four miles 
per diem towards the southward, — is it reasonable to sup- 
pose that Kuiflcient ice can form during the slimmer months 
to smiply the drift? 

" Tatting tho above facta into consideration, it cannot be 
denied that the North Polar route offers the most favour- 
able plan for aBcertaiuing the fate of our unfortunate 
ooDntmueui and from personal observations made in 
1849, 1 can assert that, in Davis Straita, we found less ice 
to the northward than we met towards the southward. 
This is easily accounted for from the fact of the current in. 
the Greenland sea setting to the S.W., and in Behring's 
Strait itflowsN.E,, again proving the csistencc of a com- 
mnnieation between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceajis by a 
North Polar pas page," 

In January, 1853, Mr. Augustus Pelennanu, an emi- 
nent geographer, published in the At/ietiieum his en- 
larged views on tbe same subject, which, with some valu- 
able data on the abundance of animal life in the Arctic 
regions, he has since published in a separate form.* In 
tiiiB pamphlet he states, that a line drawn from Melville 
Island to the Herald and Flover Islands (north of Behring's 
Strait) and another from Melville Island to Spitebergea 
on the American side, would, with the Siberian coasts and 
islands on the Asiatic side, include the space in which 
{"ranklin mu.^t have been arrested, a space of fearful ei- 
tent, when it is considered that the whole of the regions 
liithcrto explored by the various e^editions sent in seareh 
of him, are scarcely one-third of tiLOBe which remain un- 
explored. 

Tbe very fact that no auitable expedition Laa been sent 
' "The Search for FranUto," LongmsmMiiCo. VM.".- 
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oTit in that direction, and tliat no proper attempt iias 
been made in any veBSel. or by aaj nation, to proceed 
northwards in that sea, ought t« have atimuiated to sncb. 
an espeditioa. K only one of the eleven vesBela engaged 
in the search for Sir Joha Franklin, in the gnmnier (ifl850, 
in R ufliii 'a Say and Lancaster Sound alone, bad beec 
deapatthed in that direction, it ivoald probably have 
eehnaed, in geographical discovery alone, all Polar ex- 
peditions as yet unaertakcn ; for the possibility of reaching 
the Morth Pole through the Spitabergen sea, will not now 
long remain a matter of doubt, or a deaideratum. 

When it is considered that no ice whatever in that 
region is met with till Bear Island is reached, only 
1500 miles from Woolwich, and that thence to the 80tn 
parallel there is another distance of only 600 miles, and 
that this conld be performed by a steamer in less than 
a, fortnight, and at a most triBing cost, if compared 
with the sums which have been spent in Arctic and 
Antarctic nndertakings ; and if, at such trifling risk, a 
problem can be solved, which, irrespectively of Prant- 
liu's expedition, is of the highest geographieal iut«resl^ 
and discoveries would probab^ be made of great import- 
ance to the n'hale fishery; — then,indeed,it must be looked 
on as a disgrace in the history of Arctic navigation that 
su<'h a small undertaking has not long since been ac> 
complished beyond Wellington Channel, and some of 
the other northern straits in the hope of getting into the 
Polar basin. 

Fatal errors (observes Captain Sir Charles Wilkes of the 
United States Navy) have been made in attempting the 
search in vessels, it being quite evident to the simplest 
mind, that if ships can track Sir John, he certainly would 
be enabled to get oat. Therefore, it always has appeared 
to me absurd nonsense and a waste both of time, energy, 
and money to keep vessels, the scene of whose operations 
mast be hmited to the line of the fast ice. 

The futile attempts of search around the iey bays is no 
less so. The only and trae course is a thorough explora- 
tion over the ice by sledges or boats, making the advance, tH 
all directions, under a well organized plan and on a regular 
base of operations, but particularly to the westward from 
Wellington Channel, where bis trail was strack. The end 
in view of a future search ought to be to esamine narrowly 
the Arctic region, which mast and will result in the discovery 
of some tidings, either affirmative or negative, of the fate of 
this gallant man and his companions. It oehoves the govern- 
ment of Great Britain to consider the search as bow but 
legun, and it ought and muat te coii.'vjvfaei^ ' 
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^eat □atioD. undemhose flap and in n hoBe aerricc Sir John 
and liis companions have risked, and are, if alive, endnriog 
great pTivatione. The cost ia nothing compared tritli the 
glory of effectjng their reacne, worth tenfold the efforts 
Hitherto made to find and effect a north-west passage. 

Jfo one who has not had personal communication with 
the brave men who have been engaged in this work of 
mercy, can perhaps appreciate the immense exertion of their 
labours in that severe climate ; yet out of the ten searching 
Yessels engaged during three years on tlie eastern side, 
iselnding the Americans, but one man died, nor did any 
casualty occur either to theships themselves, or to the various 
boating and sledge parties. Indeed not more than twenty 
deaths have occurred during alt the Arctic voyages of dis- 
covery ofthepre8enteentury,outofBomel500meii employed, 
and scarcely half of these are fairly attributable to the 
aeverityof the ciimate,orthe perils and dangers encountered. 

The accounts of the animal hfe and capabilities of the 
Arctic regions are interesting, even thouj^h the great ques- 
tion of the fate of our missing voyagers ia solved. 

The following extract from a letter, dated Hong-Xong, 
Mareh28,18E2,DcarsupontbiBSul)ieet; — " There have been 
here no less than thirty-seven whalers from the Arctic Seas. 
It may interest you to know, that they almost all beiievo 
that Sir John Franklin U safe, and that be has got through 
the ice barriers into inner waters, where he will not be 
reached until a mild season arrives, which they assert the 
present will be. They say Pranklin will not suffer for 
want of food, and give strange accounts of the Esqui- 
mauE vibrating from the Asiatic to the American conti- 
nent, and back again, carrying their boats, made of sldna 
and whalebone, over the ice, and launching them when 
they meet with open water. They all confirm the fact, 
that the whales found in Behring's Strait, and in. Baffin's 
Bay are the same species ; proving the existence of a paa- 
SBge ; for a whale of the Arctic species has never been 
Been to tho south of the 22nd degree of latitude ; ao they 
cannot have doubled either of the Capes (of Good Hope or 
Oape Horn), and the whale is under the necessity of making 
hiapreeence known, by coming to the surface to blow." 

Dr. Bae tells US "in 184B-7, 1 wintered at Hepulse Bay, 
with a party of twelve men, only two of whom, before 
srriving there, had ever practised deer abooting, and 
two others were fishermen. We had little or no fuel, 
that could be properly so called ; the mud with wbicll 
our at^rchouse was plastered never dried, but only froae, 
tad it was ao cold inside that e. niBA, one night, got liis 
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kaea froBt-bitten, althoosli he bad one of bis uompanionB 
under the blanketa with him. Yet we Buffered no 
privation as re^Brded food, except that during tbe shortest 
3ayB, we took only one meaiper diem, aa a pecautionary 
meBBure, not knowing Low late it might he ia the spring 
before the reindeer migrated northward. 

" That vte were not much the worse for oni espoaure to 
cold and low diet may be inferred from the faut, that, in 
the spring, we traced aooutSOO milea of new coast, form- 
ing the ROorea of Committee Bay, in doing which I end 
one of my men travelled on foot upwards of 1000 miles, 
and were, on our return (although rather low in flesh), as 
sound and well as when we started. 

" When leaving York Factory, Hudaon's Bay, in June, 
1S46, we had not more then four montha' provisions with 
US; when we returned to tbat piace, after an absence of 
fourteen months and twenty-three days, we bad still a 
third of our original stock of provisions on band, showing 
that we had by our own exertions, in a eoontry previonaly 
totally imknown to ua, obtained the means of subaiatence for 
twelve months. Why may not Sir John Franklin's party 
do the same P If he ha^ been providentially thrown on or 
near a part of the coast where reindeer and fish are at all 
numerous, surely out of so many officers and men, sports- 
men may be found, af^er some practice, expert enough to 
shoot the former, and Cshermen to seize or net the latter, 
or take them witli hook and line set under the ice." 

Dr. Eae and bis party, when in Bepulse Bay, shot 162 
deer, which, with 200 partridges and a few salmon, were 
stored in their anow-built larder for their winter stock. 
A. couple of seals, which had been shot, producM oil 
enongh for their lamps, and by nets set in the lake, under 
the ice, a few more salmon were now and then caught. 
In the begiuning of March the reindeer began to migrate 
northward, and although they were very shy one was shot. 

The espeditions by land and sea, of the past ten years 
have at least been attended with these beneficial results — 
tUe very important geographical discoveries made of 
land to the north of Behrlng's Strait, of extensive open 
waters and available channSs in WelUngton Strait and 
Jones' and Smith's Sounds, Begent Inlet, and the dis- 
covery of an outlet westward, thence to Victoria Strait 
(making North Someraet an island). 

Although tie determination of the fate of the party 
has rendered all speculation futile, yet it may not be out 
of place to retain tho following observations and facts here. 

lat. That Sir John Franklin's party would not -s-ait ^fl 
increase their stock of pro'viaiona mu^A 'Ccb ^^■^'i'ijSQ. ^S. 
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want, but would aTail themselves from the very 
the resources of tiio country, in fish, acimala, and 
and thus kuahand their own storea. 

These resourcea are wellknonnto be in certain q 
abundant; dnd I may add the obvious areume 
where Eaquirnaux Lve, other men may esist also, 

2nd. Ab to the want of fiiol, if even the saeriflM 
of the abipa was not reaortcd to, this might be meli 
chance supply of drift-wood and of blubber, the tts 
of the Esquimaux. 

In his aecond journey to the weBtirard, Frantlii 
at GwTy'a Island, offtne mouth of the Mackenzii 
bera of mooae, and rein-deer, and fosea ; several li 
guUa, dotterel, geese, cranes, and awaus, were f 
around its shores. 

During the autumn, their fishing w-as bo EUCceBil 
the nets yielded daily from 300 to 800 fish of H 
called herring- salmon, and occasioaally trout, ca 
other fiah. 

Sir John Hichardson, speaking from the experii 
his boat voyagea, on this oeeaaion, says : — " There 
an abmidance of drift timber on almost every part 
coast, that a sufficient supply of fuel for a ship migh 
be collected." And he adds, " should the course oi 
ever introduce a steam vessel into those seas, it : 
important to know that, in coasting the shores h 
Cape Bathurst and the Mackenzie, firewood suffid 
her daily conaumption may be gathered." 

The Parry grc^P of blands seem to abound in u 
when Sir E. Parry wintered here, at Melville Isl 
181^20, they were moat numerous, and the visit oj 
M'Clintock and Lis party last year, proves that t] 
etill as plentiful, and as easily to be procured. 

Parry's party, in a few hunting escursiona, obti 
mnsk oxen, 24 deer, 63 haj'es, 63 eeese, S9 dne 
ptarmigan, many giills and other birds, amouni 
weight to nearly 4000 lbs. of meat, or about 3^ ] 
month to each man. One of the musk oxen he 
weighed 700 lbs. Several bears and foses wel 

Xrieut. M'CUntock, in his long and unparalleled 
journey, found that musk osen, rein-dccr, hares, an 
inigan, still abound on Melville Island. His part] 
four osen out of about fifty aoen, one rein-deer 
thirty-four aeen, two bears and a wolf, seven harei 
eighty or ninety seen. The hares, he observes, t 
tame as any one moat umcnis \xi '^tocmzo g«mQ caul 
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Twenty ptarmigan were shot. Had it been his ohject, he 
remarks, he coald csBily have ehot two-thirds of all the 
osen he saw. The hares were often met with in fioekfi of 
twenty or thirty. The deer approached them within 
100 yards, with more of curioBity than fear, — and even 
after one was shot, the herd trotted rotmd th^arty two 
or three times, before they finally deserted ^eir fallen 

All the other islands about this quarter are equally welt 
euppiied. In perusing, as I have done most earofully, 
the several Arctic Blue Books, just published by Parlia- 
ment, giving detailed accounts of the various esploring 
sledge parties, I have been particularly struck with the 
quantity of ^ame which was fallen in with in all directions. 

Austin Islnad, and the shores southward and westward 
of Cape Walker, have also numerous animals, and are fre- 
quented by birds. So are Beaufort, Bathurst, and Com- 
wnlliB Lands, In Wellington and Victoria Channels 
animal life is even more abuudast, and there is httle doubt 
Sir John Franklin took every opportunity of replenishing 
his stock while wintering at the entrance in 184i5-46. 

Captain Penny and his officers found bears, seals, rein- 
deer, walruses, and hares, plentiful on these shores. Thou- 
sands of ducks and aea-fowl of all sorts were seen. They 
tilled, during their short journey — three ptarmigan, four 
bears out of thirty-five aeon, tlu^e seals, a walrus, and 
fourteen hares, and one reindeer; a herd of twenty or 
thirty deer was seen. 

The following ia a list of the animals killed by H.M.8. 
Aseittanee, and her tender, the Intrepid, between the date 
of their arrival at Whalcfish Islands. June 16, 1850, and 
the time of leaving Baffin's Bay, on their return home, in 
August, 1851, or a httle more than a year. Animals — 
thirteen bears, which were seen in great numbers in all 
directions ; twenty-two foxes, mostly taken in traps about 
the winter quarters of the ships. Ihey were boti nume- 
rous and well fed, and seen by all the travelling parties 
about the Parry group. Nine hares — these were in good 
condition, weighing upwards of ten pounds. ThCT were 
found at Comwallis Land, Griffith's Island, at Cape Walker, 
the shores of Wellington Channel, and Wolsteufiolms 
Sound, in Baffin's Bay. Four musk osen, and one deei% 
on Melville Island. Three lemmings, a seal, and twa 
narwhals, or sea-unicorns. 

Of birds, the number was rerr greab^being, in h11> 
8174 birds. 

Now, if we arerage these biids Kt oua '^:raiA'«<^«^&> 
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each, and suppose the aiiimala procurnd to yield another 
3000 lbs., we have about 17 lbs of animal food for diviaion 
daiJj amonsst the crevra. 

Captain Beecboy, in hisaccoimt of the voyaga of Captain 
Encban, tells us of the immense flocks of birds found on 
the shores and bays of Spitzbergen, where millions are on 
the wing at a time, and so close toj^etber, that thirty have 
fallen at a single shot. The e^iplorers of the rich mines 
of fossil ivory who go forth annually from Siberia to the 
northern islands, maintain themselves solely by bunting 
and fiahing-. 

In the last published work of Dr. Sir John Hichardson. 
the old companion of franklin, be repudiated tbe idea of 
the vesfleis being eo .utterly lost that no traces could be dis- 
covered of them, 

" That the ships were not anddenly wrecked by a storm, 
or overwhelmed by the preasure of the ice, may be con- 
eluded from facta gathered from the records of the Davia'a 
Strait "Whale Fianery, by which we learn, that of the 
many vessela which have been emsbed by the ice, in the 
course of several centuries, the whole or greater part of 
the crews have tdmost always eaoaped with their boats. 
It is, therefore, scarcely possible to belieye, that two 
veasela, so strongly formfled as the Erehits and Terror, 
and found by previona trials to be capable of sustuning bo 
enormous a pressure, should both of them have been eo 
suddenly crushed aa to allow no time for active officew 
and men, disciplined and prepared for omergoncies of the 
kind, to get out their boats. And having done ho, they 
would have had httle difficulty in reaching one of the 
many whaling vessels out there, or some of me searching 
ships that have been employed for several years past. 
Moreover, had the ships been wrecked, some frogmenta 
of their spars or hulls would have been found floating by 
the whalers, or being cast on the shores which have been 
searched, would have been met with by either Europeans 
or natives. Neither are any severe storms recorded as 
having occurred then, or there, nor did any unusual cala- 
mity Defal the fishing vessels that years. 

" The present Admiral Sir John Eosa, was more than 
four years absent and unheard of in the Arctic regions. 
yet he returned safe, with as mttny of his people as would 
probably have survived the ordinarv contingencies of lifs 
Lad they suffered no severity. Why then, ahoald W» 
utterly despair of those who, incomparably better pro- 
rided, have entered on another year of absence P If « 
■body of men lived out, w^iiBt'Oiii.eMio^.Aiicrtft \hMi foul 
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years, why miglit not another body better set out, Burrive 
a, fiftii or a sixth yearP The good hand of a gracious pro- 
vidence being' with them, they may sorvive this further 
trial, and Britain may yet bo privileged to welcome back 
her all but lost sons to the land of their fathers." — Scoresby. 

In the early part of the 17th century, Barentz, who had 
been sent out by the Dutch to discover tie north-west pas- 
Bage, was wrecked, and with hia companions, fifteen in num- 
ber, passed the entire winter in the 76th parallel of latitude, 
deriring a subaistence by eating foxes, which were abun- 
dant. They left their winter quarters on thb breaking up 
of the ice in two open boats ; and after the most desperate 
exertions, continned during' two months, they reached 
Eildnin, in Lapland, a distance of upwards of 1000 mUes, 
with the loss of only two men. 

Such ioatances as these are full of cheering hope 'with 
regard to our missing navigators. 

The shores of Wolstenhobne Sound are frequented 
by deer, bears, seals, walruses, foses, hares, lemmings, 
wolverine, and all the varieties of aoa fowl. At the Gary 
laiands about 1000 loona were obtained in a conple of 
days by the boats of the Asnstance to preserve for the 
ship's company. Dovekios and rotgcs were also in abuc- 

In Lancaster Sound and its inlets, shoals of eider duck, 
bient geese, and targe quantities of other birds, are con- 
tinually met with. 

In Begent Inlet and Boothia Feninsnls, Sir John Boss, 
when wmtering in 1829-33, obtaiaed vast quantities of 
food from animals indigenous to the country, and this 
almost through the entire year. Whales, seals, and nar- 
whals were numerous. The Esquimaux in the vicinity 
of their winter qnarters, caught eighteen or twenty seals 
in a couple of days ; two mnsk oxen and very many bears 
of a large size were killed. Hares and foxes were ex- 
ceedingly common, and formed an erery-day dish on their 
table. Grouse, ducks, acd various water birds, were 
obtained without tlie IcnstdilBculty, and a tolerable sports- 
man was always able to bring homo two or three brace of 
grouse and a leasli of hares. 

Salmon of one or two pounds weight were taken in the 
lakes by thonaands, and 4000 or 5000 were frequently- 
netted at a draught. At all points of tbe inlet whicn 
they visited — Felix and Victoria Harbours, Batty and 
Garry Bays, Finny Point, Cascade Beach, tfeo,, animals 
were equally plentiful. 

Wlen the Entfrpriae and Jiii.'«!(igatwm-c&Kte.\*:'^i3i.\. 
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Leopold, in 1848-9, Hhooting parties of two men from eivcit 
ship were stationed at'WHmer Point; and so plentifid 
were the dovekiea and loon, that h bird per man was 
served out rcEukrly to the ships' crews. From a record 
kept on board the Investigator, it appeara that 4000 birds 
were kjJled, yielding 2500!b8. of meat ; but many were 
shot by individuals, of which no register was kept. More 
than one hundred foxes were caught, and liberated again, 
after copper coIIote had been fixed round their necks. 

Dr. Scoresby states, that Captain Parker, in the 3Vae- 
loEB, in 1833, captured twenty-eight whales, and lost 
fifteen others, between Cape York and Cape Enter, in 
Begent inlet ; and they found the sea there in the month of 
Jnly literally swarming with hfe. The nombers of the 
larger kind of arctic animals seen, as whales, narwhals, 
walruses, seals, bears, &c., were aneh aa to have excited 
unmixed amozement, whilst birde innumerable of Taiioos 
species, almost covered the water. 

Sir John Eichardaon, in hia recently published aceoimt 
of his searching- journey, adduces statistics to show the 
abundance of game whicn rewarded the efforts of his hunt- 
ing parties in the winter of 1848-49. To the middle of 
April in the latter year, there were received into the 
storehouse attached to their winter quarters, 5191 fish, 
13,810 lbs. of fresh venison, 9230 lbs. of half-dry venison, 
360 lbs. of pounded meat, 353 lbs. of rein-deer fat, and 635 
reia-deer tongues. 

Mr. Isbiater tells us that one of the last winters he 
paaaed in the Hudson's Bay Company territories was on 
the borders of the Arctic Sea, near the mouth of the 
Mackenzie ; and from their flsheriea alone tliey found no 
difficulty in maintaining a large party of Europeans and 
natives, whom the novelty of the event had attracted 
around him. 

Sir John Franklin, in his account of his first journey So 
the shores of the Polar Sea, gives ample details and par- 
ticulars of the numcrouH birds and animals which he met 
with in the Hudson's Bay Company's territories, and 
along the northern shores and islanda of Arctic America. 
He speaka, too, of Mr. Isbister'a making light of a long 
and fatiguing sohtary journey, in search of a party of 
trading Indiana, when at one time he was four days 
without food of any kind for himself or his dogs; and 
when, on the point of killing one of the dogs to aatisff 
his hunger, he happUy met with a beaten track, which led 
iim to some Indian lodges, where he was aapplied wHli 
food. 
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In the barren grounds between Fort Enterprise and 
tbe month of tlie Coppermine, more than two hundred 
deer were shot in a, very short time, and large flocks of 
TvaveyB {Anas hyperborea) were met with, many of which 
fell to their guns. 

Their fishery at Fort Enterprise yielded 1200 white fish, 
weighing from two to three pounds each. Gieese and 
ducks they also found abundant — indeed, too plentiiul — 
for it IB made a Bubject of complaint that the hantera wera 
apt to waste upon them their ammunition giren for killin g 
deer. 

About two dozen musk oxen wero slain at various idmea, 
and a bear or two. The hunters could often even beat 
down Toung ceese with their sticks; forty excellent salmon 
and white fish were taken at a draught near the Bloody 
Falls. 

They lesmt from the Esquimaux, aa well as from their 
own esperienee, that reindeer frequent the coast during 
summer, that flsh aro ulentiful at the mouths of the rivers, 
and seals abundant, whilst drift-wood was found all along 
the shores. 

In Bathurst Inlet, and Austin and Melvillo Sounds, 
they shot many deer ; and bears and aeale were plentiful, 
if they had required to take them. The shallows wore 
covered with shoals of capelia ; and thoir nets produced, 
fi-om time to time, a great variety of fish, particidarly 
salmon-trout> round fisli, herrinss, and so forth. They also 
killed seveml swans, cranes, and gray geese. 

Sir John Bicbardson, speaking of the amount of food to 
he obtained in these regions, aays : — 

" Deer migrate over the iee in the spring, from the 
main shore to Victoria and WoUaston lands, in lar^re 
herds, and return in the autumn. These lamls are also 
'^ hreediug-placcs of vast flocks of enow geese ; so that, 
witli ordinary skill in hunting, a large supply of food 
might be procured on their shores, in the months of June, 
July, and August. Seals are also numerous in those seas, 

id are easily shot, iheir curiosity rendering them a ready 



prey to a boat party." 
Dr. Kae, m seai 



. searching WoUaston Land, in May, 
1851, found ahnndauce oi drift wood about the shores. 
Many partridges were seen, but, a^ they were shy, on^ 
eleven were shot by himself and his two men ; these birds 
were very large, and fine eating. Deer were very numa- 
rous, and several hares were seen ; but as they had abun- 
dance of provisions with them, no attempt was made to 
approach them 



240 FBOOBE^ OP AHOTIO DTSCOTEBT, 

The inhabitants of thirteen Eaqnimaos: lodgea, wliom 
they met with at Cape Hamilton, were all Terjrfat, having 
abundance of seal'H nesh and fat, large qnantitiea of which 
were carefully deposited in aeal-skiQ bags under the 

Capt. Penny, in a letter to the Admiralty, on hia return 
from the Arctic Seas in the aatunm of 18S1, atateil that the 
high northern latitude once reached, comparative open 
water would be found. The climate iraprorod, and in proof 
of this he staten, that within Victoria Channel, at Point 
Surprise, lat. 70° 2', long. 95° 55', he found dueka on the 
17th of May, full a month earlier than in the lower lati- 
tude i while the sea was even then so free from ice, that 
the water washed their verj^ feet as they stood on the 

fioint. The quantity of drift-wood was comparatively 
Eirge, and amoflg ihia was found a piece of English elm. 
WalruGGS and seali were also seen and killed by Capt, 
Penny's party. 

The Esquimaux, according to Dr. Richardson, assemble 
on the TRtiouK Lcadls,nds, irom the Mackenzie eastward, 
to chase the black and white whales. 

Whales are found in great numbers on all the coasts in 
the vicinity of Behring's Strait, and the whalers have 
captured them in high north latitudes. 

On the Herald Islands and newly-diacovered lands to 
the northward, innumerable black and white divers 
(common f-o this sea) depoHit their eggs, and bring up 
their young. 

Of the resources of the northern shores of Siberia, we 



have unfortunately very scanty matenalH for forming a 
accura'-o judgment. li'om the scattered notices occurring 
under this head, in the valuable work oE Professor Eauer, 
of St. Petersburgh, drawn chiefly from official sources, 
sufficient informatioa may, however, be gathered, to 
warrant us in inferring that they are little if at all inferior 
to those of the corresponding Arctic coast of America. 
This much at least, we know, that every summer sende 
forth parties of adventurous explorers from Siberia, main- 
taining themselves — as only they can maintain themselves 
in these latitudes — by hunting and fishing, for the purpose 
of working the rich mines of fossil ivory, found in aueh 
abundance in the neighbouring islands, which bare beeu 
described as oao vast deposit of the remains of the mam- 
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Captain M'Clure, in the searcli for Franklin, Las been 
fortunate enough to achieve the discovery of the long- 
Boufiht " North-west pnssago ;" indeed, he discorered two 
pttssagea, one hctween Melville Island and Banta' Land, 
and the other by the Prince of Walea' Strait, which com- 
mnnicatea with tJiat of Barrow, at the eastern estrome of 
tlie lost named land. This wua effected on the 26Lh of Oct., 
1850, by ft travelling party over the ice, the veasel being 
frozen in the pack, where she wintered, ahont seventy 
miles to the southward. Taking up tho proceedings of the 
Investigator, from the da.te of the last mfomiatioa, given 
at page 211 (Aug. 5, 1850), I may state that, coasting along 
the edge of the ice, they fonnd, on the 6th, an opening 
eastwai^d of Wainwright'a Inlet, and pcaliing through it 
succeeded in rounding Point Barrow at midnight. 

On the 6th Sep. they discovered this first land, which 
has since been eacertained to he an island, whose north 
side forms Banks' Land. On the Sth, wliilo standing to 
the N.E., they made another discovery, which Captain 
M'Clure called Albert's Land ; it is continuous with Wol- 
laston and Victoria Land, and appears indeed to form one 
large island. On the lith Julv, 1851, the ice broke up, 
and for near a month the ship drifted helplessly about, in 
Prince of Wales' Strait. On the 14th Aug. tliey were 
within twenty-fivo miles of Barrow Strait, and anticipated 
being set into it, when in all probability they would havo 
fallen in with Captain Austin's ships, and so got to Eng- 
hmd that year. A strong north-easter, however, set auch 
quantities of ice upon them, and drove the ship so rapidly 
to the southward, that on the 16th Captam M'Clure 
determined to retrace hia course down the Strait, and 
endeavour to worm his way through the polar ice, to the 
west of Baring Island, so bh to come down, if possible, 
between Melville Island and Banks' Land, feehng con- 
vineed, from the report of a travelhng party he had des- 
patched to the westward in the apring, that a channel 
would be fonnd in that direction. 

On the 21th Sep., while running in a snow-stOTm, the 
Jrarejd'jaio)- arounded on a reef, sad waa thus frozen in in 
a secure harbour, named by the commander the Bay of 
Mercy, lat. 74° 6' N, long, 117° 15' W, where she re- 
maiiiud at the last accounts, on the 15th of April, 1853. 

It i.>i strange to rcftect how near Parry, in his first voyage 
was to diacovering the North-west paffio.5ji. 'WnsAi.isS.'a^ 
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Bonth-west point of Melville Island (see page 63) and 
looking westward he saw the laud n-hick is named in the 
charts Banks' Land. M'Clure, in 1860-1, was at the 
eastern end of the land, and from this point, looking eaat- 
wHrd, he aaw Melville Xalacd. He thus diacoyered the 
North-west paaaagc. Parry and M'Clure were looking 
apparently at each other, the one having got to liis posi- 
tion from the North Sea or Atlantic Ocean, the other to 
his position irom the South Sea or Paeific Ocean, the one 
hy Bailing 2.500 miles, and the other hy sailing 1,800 miles. 
I^irry, in 1820, four-and-thirtj years ago, loMed wistfiillr 
across the ice-hound strait, and thought, " bonder are 
America and China !" M'Clure, in 1851, or three years 
ago, looked hopeMly over the same ice-covered channel 
and said, " Yonder are Davis' Strait, a:nd Scotland and 
England ;" but neither could take his ^p thtougk, thoogb 
inthin seventy miles of the same spot. 

But if the passage could not be made by sea, the ice 
could be traversed in sledges. This was done. M'Clure 
and a travelling party crossed the strait, in April, 1852, 
reached "Winter Harbour, deposited a despatch there, and 
returned to their ship. 

The interview between the officers of the Eesoluie and 
Investigator was a remarkable one. Commander M'Clure 
and Captain Kellet had last parted three years prcvions 
in Behring's Straits, and now they met on the other aide of 
the pole. A travelling party from the Zesolule had fortu- 
nately visited Winter Say,Melville Island, and there found 
tlie despatches lodged by the Investigator's party, in which 
Captain M'Clure had intimated his progress and future 
intentions ; immediately on the discovery of this, a relief 
parly' was sent off in quest of the ship, and fonnd Iier 
ui the Bay of Mercy. Lieutenant Pim was in advance 
of his party, and his reception is thus stated : — 

"M7C!urc and his First Lieutenant were walking on the 
floe. Seeing a person coming very fast towards them, 
they supposed he was chaaedby aheor, or had seen a bear. 
Walked towards hi rn ; on getting onwards a hundred 
yards, they could see from bis proportions that hewa« not 
one of them. Pim began to screech and throw up his 
hands (his fase as black as my hat); this brought the captain 
and lieutenant to a stand, as they conld not hear suffi- 
ciently to make out his language. 

" At length Pim reached the party, quite beside him- 
self, and stammered out, on M'Clure asking him, 'Who 
are you, and where are you come from,' — 'Lieutenant 
Pim, .Sfira^rf, Capttum K-ellet,* This waa more iaesplicable 
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to M'Clurc, as I was the last ppraon he shook hand?; ivitli 
in Behring's Straits. He at length found that tliis solitary 
atranger was a true Englishman — an angel of light ; hs 
Bays — ' He soon waa seen from tte ship — they had only 
one hatchway open, and the crew were fairly jammed there, 
in their endeaTonr to get up. The sick jumped out of 
their hammocks, and the crew fori^ot their despondenoy; 
in fact, all was changed on hoard tte lavesligator.' " 

I may state here that the despatches of CaptainM'Clure 
point out two important facta ; iiist, that his veeael was 
icelocked in the route of the North-weat passage, for three 
winters, within 160 miles of places previously diacorered, 
and that without any communication between his vessel 
and others until 1S53 ; and, secondly, that food in great 
abundance was easily procured, and that the health of 
officers and crew was maintained without difficulty. 

The return of game Jrilled by the officers and a portion 

of the crew of the Irmestigator between October 1, 1860, 

and the 8th April, 1853, comprised the following, although 

ttie larger portion was killed during the spring of 1853 ; — 

Niimlwr killed. Ayerage weighl each. ToIbI weight. 

Musk-OS ... 7 2781ba. l,945lbs. 

Deer 110 TOlbs. r,716lb8. 

Hares .... 169 Clbs- 1,01'llbB. 

Grouse, . . . 486 not weighed. 

Ducks .... 108 
Geese .... 29 
■ Wolves ... 2 






killed 1,005. 
Tlie size of the must-oa varied coneiderably, but tttS 
deer that were killed did not vary in size bo much. The 
deer were found to be very fat, although their principal 
food merely consisted of the herbage wnich was obtained 
from, a small tree called the dwarf willow, Aa the crew 
cnly kept, as it were, on the ridges of the sea, no other 
food was observable, but there is no doubt the deer found 
an abundance of food further up the country. They were 
very wild, and the gunners had to diaplay great pre- 
caution in shooting them. Tiie manner in which the crew- 
got within gun-shot was tliis ; they secreted themselves in 
various parts of the ravines, or behind the sand-hills, and 
listened with breathless sUenco until they heard the deep 
tap the snow off the willow with their feet in order to eat 
the herbage, \\lien tho air was frosty, and the weather 
calm, this tapping could be teat4 'sk. ■a. ^^jss<ss, (S. ^kik^ 
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SOO yards, and by listening and observing minutely, the 

Cner easily detected the position in wliicb his prey was 
,ted. As soon BB thia waa correctly aseertained, a 
person was sent a considerablo distance round the deer, 
and a sliRht noise havinc been made at their back they 
immediately run off— probably past the erauier. It vrae in 
Bucb instances thnt the chances of a "kill" occurred. One 
hundred and ten deer were thus killed. 

The grouse were not so wild aa might baTe been ex- 
pected; but the wild-fowl were somewhat wilder than those 
usually found in Ireland and Scotland, 

The musk-OS was found to be a very ferocious animal, 
and great danger nccessarUy attended the attacks. They 
were easily approached, and when wound(«l they ran head- 
long at the gunner. One of the crew had a Teiy narrow 
escape from being torn to pieces. He had fired one 
charge without its taking enect, and having no more 
smmnnition wit^ him, he luckily fired his iron ramrod at 
the infuriated beast, and dropped hint lifeless just as the 
animal was about to make the attack. 

If the expedition had had an opportunity of going 
forther up the country, away from the sea, there is no 
doubt but thousands of gome would have been killed. 

The pleasing intelligence of the safety of the officers 
and crew of the InBeitigaior did not come without alloy. 
News was brought home of the melancholy death of Lieu- 
tenant Bellot, the French officer, who had already, on a 
prerioua occasion, visited the Polar Seaa in search of our 
missing countrymen. The intelligence was received isj 
Commander Iiiglefield, in an oflleial letter from Captain. 
Pnllen. It appears that thia noble seaman was blown 
away from the shore, in company with two seamen, upon b 
floe of ice. He had mounted to the top of a hummuck in 
order to reconnoitre the position, and to see what could be 
done for the safety of his two companions. At this 
moment he waa taken by the wind, tluTJwn into a crack 
I in the iee, and unfortunately drowned. The two men 
fcurere saved, after driving about for thirty hours, vrithout 
*" ' ir hope. The records of Arctic heroism can show no 
ter name than that of Bellot. He waa endeared to 

a English shipmates by erery aoeial quality, as well 

jl by liis unflinching valour and daring. Our countrymen 
P&Te done justice to the memory of his virtues by it 
febseription for his family and a monument to be erected 
it) him in Greenwich Hospital. 

The indifference with which the announced discovery of 
Re Jforth-weat passage waa genetoXVj Teiieived, both in 
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England nod in America was somewliat Biirpriaing. The 
ciistsDce of BUL'h a paBsiLc;e bad been lor three ecu- 
turiea reckoned among the most difficult and doubtful of 
geographical problems. Great prizes have been oifcred 
by public bodies and by private individuals for its praetinsl 
Bolutioai and ejcpedition after expedition haa been fitted 
out at vast expense to carry on the inTeetigation. For 
this object hardshipB have been endured and dangers run 
in the Arctic Scaa such as can be found in no other mari- 
time record. And yet, after all, when the result of this 
long research has been at laat attained, and sober certainty 
takes the place of imaginative donbt, the fact does not 
even excite the interest of a nine days' wonder. It mixes 
in with the current of ordinary events, and quickly passes 
from attention. This is owing mainly to two reasonu — 
the impression of the ntter nselessness of the discoyery 
for all practical purposes, and the universal feeline of 
regret that the Jives of so many gallant men should nave 
been sacrificed for such an end. The fact that Captain 
M'Clure, of the Investigator, of whom, for the laat three 
years, more baa been expected in the work of discovering 
traces of Sir John Franklin, than of any other individual, 
has not been able to obtain the least ciue to the object of 
his search, has done much in destroying the interest in 
what he actually did accomplish. For years he has been 
where no other ship has ever been before him. He has 
dL'^corered new land, defined a long extent of coast line 
that was before uncertain, held intercourse with a new 

{eople, baa verified the existence of a Horth-west passage 
y the discovery of a channel into Barrow's Strait from 
the open sea, bo frequently seen by Franklin and others 
from the coast of Korth America, and, after being frozen 
nearly three years in the ice, has almost succeeded, and 
doubtless in the end will quite succeed, in pushing his 
ship through, and thus bo the first man who has ever 
sailed from the Pacific into the Atlantic. And yet all of 
his achievements are hardly heeded in the disappointment 
that nothing has been eO'ectcd towards settling the busi- 
ness on wffich the ship waa speoially despatcned. The 
discovery of Sir John. Franklin would be worth the 
discove^ of a North-west passage a thousand times 

Whilst the pubhc were eagerly awaiting information 
from the ships in Behring's Strait, and the new American 
expedition, the extraordinary announcement was made 
through the press, that the name of Sir John Franklin 
and his conirades of the Srebui and Terror would be 
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struck off tlie Navy List oii the 3l9t of March, 1854, and 
that the allotments piid to tlioir wives and duldren would 
thenceforth ceaao. 

But for the peraeverance of a portion of tLoBe who com- 
posed Captain M'Clure '3 espeditioa, and the better meana 
which they had. for making long joumeyB on the ice than 
waa at thodispoaal of Franklin, wlicrehy they wore enabled 
to communicate with Winter Harbour, the name of 
Captain M'Clure and bia gallant comrades would probably 
also have been iwept from the roll of the English service. 
When men peril tieir lives in the Arctic Ocean for the 
fame and honour of their country, thev should not receive 
the summary treatment which, under the Statute of Limi- 
tations, is apphed to a note of lumd, after the lapse of a 
few years. 

It is perfectly well known that Sir John Franklin 
wintcTed, in 1845-6, at Beechy Island, and it is doubtless 
true that, in the summer of 1846, he passed into the open, 
sea to the !North, on his way arouna the American con- 
tinent, to make the North-west passage. This was the 
object of his voyage, which he did not expect to completo 
before 1852. Is there any just ground for the assumption 
that his case is different from that of Captain M'Clure, 
whose vessel, the laveaiigator, is still imbedded in the ice 
of Mercy Bay at Baring s Island ? Food, we have seen, 
is readily procured throughout the Arctic Sea ; health is 
eaeily maintained there, and, as yet, only the surface bs8 
been penetrated in the efforts to discover hin^ owing to 
the continued severity of succeeding winters, and to the 
want of experience in the Arctic navigation and traveL 
No one has yet followed Franklin into the open Polar Sea 
— unless it be Dr. Eane. The efforts hitherto made have 
been wholly inefficient, and they do not warrant the has'^ 
and cruel decision of the British Admiralty. If there 
■were officers behind Sir John Franklin waiting; for pro- 
motion, their case could have been accommodated in a 
different manner, at least, I suppose, with the aid of an 
act of parliament; but, at a moment when the whole 
civilized world is deeply interested in the efforts made so 
nobly for bis rescue, and warm hopes are cherished for 
tlieir success, it seems wholly preniature and ineipheablo 
I -fliat an order should be issued, calculated to repress all 
^*^ther efforts for hia discovery. The eipeditiona whicli 
_tBve now gone forward are provided witlt means of 
■ Waking long and rapid joumeyB over the ice. Sir John 
P -Pranklin was not ; and he must owe to the cxertiona of 
wioUiers, wiat Captain M'Cluie'B men so skilfully accom- 
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plished for themselves. They went to Melville Island, 
and left at Winter Harbour a notiue stating -where the 
FeBsel was, A party of Captain, Kellet'e men found it, 
and went immediiitelj to the refisel, as the distance was 
only 160 miles. It ia certain Sir John Franklin had the 
means to make the jonmey over ice and water, but if 
lie were 500 miles further west, looked np in the same 
manner, he would bo compelled to wait there until relieved 
Tjy the efforts of others. It was the common belief of Arctic 
navigators, and the belief has been partly acenrateiy veri- 
fied, that a snccession of islands lines the northwest 
coart irora Baffin's Bay to beyond Behring's Strait. 
Tailing to find an open passage from the Polar Sea. throngh 
openings between those islands to that strait, Frankim 
would of course winter, as did Captain M'Clure, in the 
most convenient and accessible harbour, and, no doubt, 
with the same result ; Captain M'Clure took the inner 
passage between those islands and the continent. The 
means now esist for traversing this entire region with 
safety, rapidity, and certainiy. The question whether or 
not BIT John Franklin and his comrades died in the 
■ervicB of England could not be justly decided, in view 
of these aets, until after the intervening space between 
the waters which flow into the Atlantic, and those which 
flow into the Pacific, had been thoroughly and in yain 
examined. 

The e^edition of Capt. McClintock, and the intelligence 
he hrooght home in 1859, has now set this question de- 
finitively at rest. We know the spot where hia ships were 
blocked up by ice, and where they were ultimately aban- 
doned. 

At a dinner given in 1853, at his native town of Lynn, 
to Lieutenant CrcBSweU, the bearer of Captain M'Clure'a 
despatches to the Admiralty, Sir Edward Parry, who was 
present, thua spoke on the subject of Franklin's fate : — 

" While we are rejoicing over the return of our friend, 
and the probable return of his shipmates, we cannot but 
turn to that which ia not a matter of rejoicing, but rather 
a matter of sorrow and regret— that there has not been 
found a single token of our dear long-lost Franklin and his 
companions. Hot only has that been the case in the ex- 
pedition in which Lieutenant Gumey Cresswell has been 
engaged, but I nnderstandjtto be the casewith Sir Edward 
Belcher, who has gone up the Wellington Inlet, where I 
certainly thought traces must be found, because atBeechy 
Island we knew Franklin passed the first winter when he 
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went ont. There we fonnd three graves of hja men, — and 
liiat b, up to the present moment, the oiilf token whateret 



e have received of him. I do consider it s most m 
tiling, and I have thought of it as much as anybc 
<;an form bat a single idea cf the probable &te of FrankHo. 



anvDodT-. 



I do not agree with our friend Gnmey Cresswell alxiut the 
probabijitj of both ships having gone down, and nothing 
been seen of them, because, althongh it is true that nothing 
might have been seen of the ships themselves, I do not 
believe the crews would have all perislied at one moment. 
I think there is that staff and stamina in 130 Englishmen, 
that, somehow or other, they would have maintained them- 
selves as well as a parcel of Esquimaox would. Tlie3r 
would have found the Esquimaos, and there would have 
been eometLng like a trace of them if thef had been ob 
earth. The only thing which I can Bt^gest n this: 
"Wellington Strait was discovered by myself on Aa expedi- 
tion I spake of. It is a large opening from Lannster 
Sonnd. When I was goin" up westward frtoB UdnOe 
Island, we saw Wellingtou Strait perfeelly free from ic^ 
and BO I marked it on my chart, it was not my bnsineas 
to go DNth as long as I conld get west, and, therefore, we 
nm past and did not examine it; bntithas always been 
« favoniite iJea of those who imagined that the north-weat 
paasage was to be easily made bj g<w^ north. That, w« 
know, was the favourite idea of Fmiklin. and we know 
he did intend, if he could not get westward, to go np 
Wellingtco ChanneL We have it &om hia own Jipa- Hj 
belief is still that «|jl?er tie jfir^ wiattr ke did go ^ Oat 
ekamael, and that hsring steaa power (which I had noi in 
my time,) it is possible he m^ have gone np in a broimbk 
season ; fat yoa cannot imagine anything more difEeimt 
than a favonrahle and an un&vocrabW season in thooe 
regions. Too cannot imaf^ne the changes that take plat? 
in the ice there. I hare bmn myself aometimea beset kx 
two or ^iree days togetiter by the ice. in Gaeh a w^ that 
fiom the maat-head I oontdiM^ see sufficient water to float 
tbat bottle m; and in 24 horns dtenwaa not a bit of iea 
,tD be seen— nobody coiild tdlwhy— I cannot tdl why; 
-and joa mi^it have sailed afaoot asjoamay inyovtOTnt 
axrtr, aslataaicetsoaocaned. TlMMfim, inanvonfafete 
JUaon be may hare gone np that mlet, and mag, tg ti» 

f»aemoHJi-€*tttimt,mimnr ^tuy em M m,itt»mUaatgtt 
tmei mgmL. AnA thoae who knew FTankiin. know iliis 
-Oaf A««iDaM»iMi «m gt^ Mir ytar to Iomv oi iit fvt^ 
awwi im^ad. Sothing cookL (tog lusu Be was not tba 
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man to loot baci if he belieTed £he tiling ims Btill possible. 
He may have Rot beyond the reach of our Bearchiup 

Eartiee, for Str Edward Beleher hag not been able to ger 
LF np. imd we Lave not been able to get the inveBtigatiou 
completed. In speaking of Franklin, every one wiB feel 
sorrow for his probable fate. My dear friend Franklin 
was 60 years old whwi he left this country ; and I ahnll 
never forget the zeal, the almost youthful enthusiasm with 
■whifi that man entered upon that espedition. Lor4 
Haddington, who was then First Lord of the Admiralty, 
seat forme, and said, 'I see, by looking at the navy list, that 
Franklin is 60 yearB old : do you think we ought to let him 
goF' I said, 'He is a fitter man to go than any I know; 
and if you don't lot liim go, the man will die of disappoint- 
ment.' He did go, and has been gone eight ircars ; and, 
therefore, I leave to yourselves to conaider what is the 
probability of the life of that excellent and valuable man. 
In the whole course of my experience I have ne^er known 
a man like Franklin. I do not say it beeauie he is dead — 
upon the principle de morlui nil Mwi bonwn ; but I never 
knew a man in whom different qualities were so remarkably 
combined. In my dear friend Franklin, with all the ten- 
derness of heart of a simple child, there was all the great- 
ness and magnanimity oi a hero." 

THE IIYSTEBT OF THEIB PiTE BOLTEr. 

Ail the foregoing observations are now of little avail, for 
detailed partiiiulara of the fate of Sir John Franklin 
and his feflow-voyageri have come to hand. What has been 
all along surmised has really taken place, and tbo mcinn' 
eholy fact that moat, if not all, perished from starvation, 
ban been revealed in terms too sad and dreadful to dnell 

News has come at last, but the gloomiest predictions fall 
far short of the horrors of their actual fate. "We all were 
forced to admit that the ships might have been wrecked — 
that their crews might have fallen vietima to the elements 
— but alow, lingermg starvation, protrauted on^ by tho 
moat horrible expedient to which man in his agony caa 
resort — these were miseries none of us had anticipated. 

The substMic* of this sad intelligence is as follows : — 
Dr. Eae, of the Hudson's Bay Company, and so well 
known as an Arctic voyager, arrived in lindon, October 
23nd, 185i, with the tidings that, whilst engaged in the 
survey of Boothia, he fell in with a party of travelling 
Esquimaux. These men informed him that another body | 
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of their countrymen, in the spring of 1850. had aeen a 
party of white men making their way to the mainland. 
Later on in the season these natives came to the spot where 
the white men had fallen donii to die. Thirty dead bodies 
werr found, aad five (no donbt the first victimH) lay buried 
at a little distanee. The bodies had warm clothing, and 
ifimB and ammunition were seattered abont ; bat ah» ! of 
food there was none, and, sad to tell, traces were left that 
seemed to prove the last Burvivors had been driv»n by the 
agonies of nunger to feed on the bodies of their dead 

The first impnlse, onhearingsuchnews.is to ask if any- 
thing that coald be done waa left undone to rescue onr 
gallant and ill-fated countrymen? It is a melancholy" 
satisfaction to get a negatire reply. One expedition, that 
of Sir Jamea Boas, might perhaps have helped tbeni in. 
1818 and 1849 ; but its commander judged it pmdent to 
return at a time when many experienced Arctic f oyagerg 
thought he should have stayed. 

Two exploring erpeditiona — that of Kennedy, aesiated 
by Lieutenant Bellot, the young French sailor who pe- 
.nshed BO sadly but ao nobly, and that of Dr. Kae. who 
comes back with news at last, — had traversed and re-tta- 
Tcrsed the immediate vicinity of the place where the bodiea 
were found by the Esquiinaus, But even theae expedi- 
tious could not probably have found any flurvivora, thoi^h 
the fate of the missing voyagers would have been earliei' 
set at rest. 

Dr. Bae considered the tidings he had learned of snfB- 
oient importanoeto justify him in at once coming to England, 
without waiting to interrogate the Esquimaux who had 
actually seen the bodies. Tht truth of the destruction of 
Sir John Franklin and his companions was, however, made 
but too evident W the evidences <il the fact which lie na- 
tives, seen by Jii. Eae, bore about them. Thev were 
decorated with bits of telescopes and coins, and witih 
spoons and other articies of silver plate, one of which had 
Sr John Franklin's name upon it, and others the initials 
of some of the officers of the expedition. Farther details 
are therefore but of secondary importance, though the 
world would be glad to hear of the preservation ol books 
or papers that might cast some Ught on this, the saddest 
page of Arctic history. 

The following is Dr. Eae's Eeport to the Secretary of 
the Admiridty; — 

Bepolic Baj. July 39, 1BE4. 
Sin,— r hsva the honour to menttOQ, Sot i-hs infctmation of mj 
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le Admiralty, that during my joomeir ovar 
* ■ ■■!« view of completing the survey 
't with Esquimaux iu Pelly Hay, 
fiam oneof wbam 1 learned thai apart; of " white inBi"(Kal)loiuiuiB) 
had periihed Irom wast of food sume OiBtucc to the westward, and 
cot far beyond a large river, containing many fblls and rapldl. Sub- 
6et]Ueti11y, farther particulars were recBivEd, and a number of articles 
purchas^i. which places the fate of a portion, if not of all of the then 
aurTivora of Sir Jolm Franklin's long-loet party, beyond a doubt — a 
fme as terrible as the imagination con conoelve. 

The substance of the itlformatiou obtained at various lizocd and 
from variona aoorcet, was as foUowa ; — 

lo tlw spring, four winters past (spring ISSOl. a party of " whilo 
men," amounting to about forty, were seen Iravelling southward ovet 
the ice, Knd dragging a boat with them, by some Esquimaux, who wera 
kUIIng seals near the north shore of King irilliaio's Land, whleh la 
a large island. None of the party could speak the Esquimaux lan- 
guage Intelllgihly, but by signs the party were made to undraataad 
that their eWp, or ships, had been omshed by Ice, and thai they were 
now going to where they expected to find deer lo ahoot. From the 
appearance of the inea, all of whom, e.sccpt one officer, looked thin, 
they were then supposed to be getting Bhort of prorisione. and pur- 

tal previous to the breaking op of the ice, the bodies of some thirty 
persona wore dieoovered on the continent, and ^ye on an ialand near 
it. about a long day's Journey to the N.W. of a large stream, which caa 
be no other than Back's Great Fish liiver (named by the Bsqnlmanx 
Doot-ko-hi^ialik), as its deectipHoo, and that of the low shore In the 
neighbourhood of Point Ogle and Montreal Island, agree exactly 
vith that of Sir George Back.* Susie of the bodies had been buried 
(probably those of the first victims of ikmlnel, some were hi a tent or 
tents, others nnder the boat, which had been turned over to fbnn a 
shelter, and several lay scattered abODt iu ditfcrent directions. Of 
thOjio fonnd OB the Island, one was supposed to have been an officer, as 
be had a telescope strapped over his shoulders, and his double-bar- 
itllcd gun lay underaeatb Mm. 

From the mntilaled state of many of tJie corpses, and the oontenCs 
of the kettlea.it is evident that ourwretohed countrymen had been 
driven to the last resource — cannibalism — as a, means of prolonging 

There appeared to have been an abnidant stock of ammunition, as 
the powder was emptied la a heap on the ground by the natives out of 
ihfl kegs or cases containing it ; and a quantity of ball sad shot was 
ftinnd below high-watet mark, having probably been leR OE the ioe 
close to the bcaeh. Then nmst have been a number of watches, com- 
passes, telescopes, guns (sereral double-barrelled), fcc, all of which 
appear to have been broken up, as I saw pieces of those different 
articles with the Esquiraaux, together with some silrer spoons and 
fbrks. 1 pnrchased as tneuy as I could get. A list of the most im- 
ponant of Iliesa I enclose, with a rough sketch of the c 
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ef Ihs fbrtB nnil spoons. The BrtitlcB themselvea shall be hiniled 
ovct tu the Secretary of the Undeoa's Buj Company on my arrirol In 

None of (he Ksgulraaux with whom I convened had seeu the 
- " whites.-norhad theyeTerheon Bt the place where the bodies were 
fbimd, but had Iheir information flum those who had been there, uad 



BO from a belief tliat their lordshipa would be deairooa of being put in 

meagre and nnexpectedly obtained, regarding thlspaiaMly IntereitinK 

I may add, that by mt 
' ample snpply of prOTisioi 
winter in snow houses in comparative conuon, tno sains oi ini 
Dllbrding abundant warm dolhing and bedding. My sprin 
was a (Bilure, in consequence of an accuranlatlon of obstacli 
af whlctl Diy itarmer experience in Arctic travelling had not tanght me 
to expect, — I have, kc, John Sae, U.D,, 

Commuiding Hudsan** Bay Company's Arctto E 



bpedtt^^H 



The following are ertracts from Dr. BAe'a journal :— 

On the morning of the ^Olh we were met by a very intelligent 
Esquimaux, driving a dog-slcdgc laden with mudc-OK beef. This uian 
It once consented to accompany ui two days' Journey, and in a few 
mlnntei had deposited his load on the enow, and was ready to Join ui. 
Having explained to him my Dialect, he said that the road by which ha 
had come wastlie best for us, and, having lighlened the men's sledges, 
we travelled ivtth more fiicility. We were now Joined by another of 
the natives, who had been absent seal-hunting yesterday, hut, beint; 
anions to see ub, had vi^ted our snow hoose early this morning, and 
then followed up our track. This man was very commoniQatlie , and 
on putting to him the usual questions as to his having seen " white 
man"befbre, or any sblpeDrboste. he nplied in the negative ; hut said 
that a party of" Kablounans" had died of starvation a long distance to 
theweslofwherewathen were, and beyond a large river. He stated 
that he did not knon the exact place, that he never had been there, 
and that he could not accompany us so &r. 

He also udda : 

From what I could learn, there I9 no reason to suspect that anj 
Tlolence bad been offered to the sufferers by the natives. 

Ual ol articles purclinsed IVom the Eaqulmanx, said to have been 
obtained at the place where the bodies of the persons reported to have 
died of famiae were found, viz. :—'■ 1 silver Ubic fork— crest, an aui- 
mal'B head, with wings ejclunded above 1 a Bilyer table forks — crest, a 
tdrd with wings ejttcnded^ 1 silver table spoons-crest, with initials 
■■F.B,M.C." (Captain CrO!iiT,?>jTOf): 1 silver table spoon and 1 fork 
^.^:rc^, bird with laurel branch in mouth, motto, " Spero metiora;" 
1 ^Iver table spoon, I lea spoon. 1 dessert fork — crest, a Ush's head 
looking upwards. «-fth laurel braueheBon each eldei 1 silver table fork 
— JBitlnls, "H.D. S. G." (Harry D. S. Gooddt, BBslstant-surgeon. 
XMia) I i silver table lotk—loittala," X-U'E).'' (.Alexander M'Donald, 
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In addition, and by way of further explanation to the 
foregoing ohaervatione, I may state that a, dolphm's head, 
between wines, ia the creat of the family of Sergeant ; and 
the silver tame forks may therefore have belonged to Mr. 
Sobert O. Sergeant, mate of the Erebus. A dove with the 
ohvebranch.andmotto, " Spera meliora," ia the creat of the 
family of Fairholme, of Greeniiill. Themotto, "JVecaspera 
to-rent," is that of the Guelphie order, which had been be- 
stowed npon Sir John Franklin, who was a K.C.H., and 
not a E.C.G. The creat, a cocker eel'a head between two 
sprigs (or a dolphin's head, as it is aometimes portrayed), 
belongs to the Ifranklin family. Dr. Peddle vaa Burgeon 
of the Tei'ivr, and not of the Erehus. 

The articles of plate identified woold acem tliea to have 
belonged to Sir John Franklin, Lieutenant Fidrholme, 
Sir. Goodsir, and Mr. Sergeant of the Erehu», and to 
Captain Crozier, Mr. M'Donnld, and Mr. Peddie, of tie 
Terroi: The table fork marked " J. T." it is diiBcult to 
ttppropriate to any one. The only personB ia the expedi- 
tion with these initiala were James Thompson, gunner, 
and John Torrington, leading atoker, both of the Terror; 
but these were not likely to have articles of date. The 
latter died, and was boried at Beeehey Island. The initials 
may have been mistaken for those ofLieutenant John Irving, 
of the Terror. Although the specified articles evidently once 
belonged to the above-uamedofScera, it cannot be admitted 
that they account clearly for their fate, however strong the 
presumption may be, for it is just possible that the sdver 
may have been pilfered from the abandoned and ice- 
imprisoned Bhipa, or exchanged with the Eequimaui for 
articles of food. 

On the very natural supposition that parties pressed for 
food, and among peaceaolo Esquimaux, would rather 
divide tjian unite, it cannot be affirmed that the fate of all 
the gallant band of Arctic explorers is definitely aaoep- 
tained. J 

Aceording to the account given by the Esquimatix t^ m 
Dr. Bae, a party of white men, aome forty in juu^«a 
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ber, were first soca in the spring of 1S50, travelling 
BOuth, on the north, shore of King William'a Land. It was 
a little later in the samii Beason tliat the l>odieB of some 
thirty of the crew of tie expeditioa are eaid to have been 
diaooveced on the continent near Back's fiiver, only twelye 
days' joiimey from one of the Hudson's Bay Company's 
outnoata. This throws a degree of snepiclon on the truth 
of lie Esquimaux story. Considering the short space of 
time that elapsed, and from the account of the Esgnimaui 
themsdves, Uiat the men on King William's Land had it 
in their power to kill seals if greatly presBed with hunger, 
I can scarcely believe that they were flie same party which 
died of starvation, and whose remains were subsequently 
discovered. The probability is, that, in separate parties, 
they endeavoured to make their way over those frozon, 
inhospitable deserts, towards the American coast, which 
was some three hundred nules from tjie place at whidi 
they abandoned their ships. One party it would seem haa 
succumbed to famine and fatigue, and after such a long lapse 
of time it would be a vain hope indeed to suppose that the 
others have fared better. 

The following letter, addressed to " The Times," 
answers a few doubta that had been soggested: — 

Sm. — The question hna fpwuieiitlr been sslred of mc, " How ten I 
Bocount for ao few of tlia unfortonite party forming Ihe eipedllioo 
imdQr Sir Julin FrBuklin being seen by the Esquimaux, and liiT all 
these being (bund deiid st or near one tpot ?" 

It is mj duty, as nell ae my desire, W give eveiy information on 
this diairesstig Eutgect, not only to the relatives and Mends of the I(Ht 
men, hot also to the pablio at large, and the beat medinm of doing m 
is throDgh the columns of }-our " far and wide " spread joamal, abonld 
;du consider ttie IbUowing Temarks wortliy of a place therelD : — 

Aa I have not the Blue Books on the enbject of ArcUo dlecovery 
by me, 1 may make some error in my statements ; but, as fiir as my 
memory serves me, the lB9t news we bad ftom Sir John Franklin, in 
1S4S, was that he hsd prm-isioas for three, or somewhat more than 
three years, which lie conld make last ibr four. Again, tbe captain of a 
Whaler, whose name I forget, says that " tho crews of the Ertbiis and 
2^rrDr, when In BnSin's Bay, on their paasago westward, wen kUling 
■nd sailing down gitat numbers of waterfoivl, as a resoaree in casa (rf 
necessity." 

Tbe infbrmBtion obtained by me fiom the Esquimatix (by h mode of 
qnestioning which they uDdenlood, uid In which they were indtuwd 
to explain the difTerent places wbeic tliey had passed the winter aeamntf 
■tnce the year 1S49) was, 1 consider, perfeatlyoancluslveDStathe spring 
of IKSO being the period of the melanuboly catastrophe to wbloh 
I refer. This will make the time elapsed pinee Sir J, Irnnllln wtti 
bat <eea In Ssffia'g Bay nntil the spring, 1850, very nearly tm 
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SappHing that tbe proviiiocs gatricd Iruin Eiigliuid b; the expedi- 

ereWB of the veaBCflB woiilil Ifc mach reduced ia nnmbcrB, anil 
thtBB that auTTived grenUy debililaled). the party would bo wliolly 
thnjwn on tte greasy, raneld, salted walerfiiwl, which 1 belleye most 
perwns will agree with me in thinking woold inEreoBfl the fatality of 
fcnrvy. if it already existed, or causa that dread diwiue if it Lad not 
preTiously made iti app^annce. 

This may accomit rationally for aa few white men having been leeD 

Again, " as lo all the dead being found at or near the same place." 

Kochlng Is more natural or more easily accoimled for by a 
person of experience in the Anlia Seaa, nud whose udjid is propcily 
coanmcted. 

Let us for a moment picture to ourBelycs a party of gallant men 
reduced by want, and perbsps diseaae. to great extremity, poshing 
their way lo the mouth of a large river, such aa the Back, the ke on 
which they expected would tireak ap in a short time and permit them 
to embark in their boat. Having arrived near such river the strength 
of some had failed, so that they could not travel even when un- 
attached to the aledge, and the others were nnable to drag them. 
'What step would brave men take in such a ditBcnlty? My reply 
would be — cling logether — stop, and let the stronger endeavour to 
kill game tbr tJie support of themselves and the weaker nntil the loe 
broke up, then emtiark, turn by turn, in the boat, and thus travel with 
mad] greater ease and speed thsn when on foot. 

The Bsquimaux whom I saw at Pelly Bay preceded me to Kepnlio 
Bay, and, -when I returned, were living in the most ftiendly terms with 
the three men left in charge of our property there. None of these 
mm undentoocl a word of the msgaimaax langnage. yet I was 
tnjwmed by them, before I had commanicated any of my news, that 
they believed a party of white men had died of starvation thr to 
tliB westward, and that they had been reduced to a very dieadM 
alternative betbre death. On my asking my infbnnanta how they 
bad discorered this, they replied, by the signs made them by the 

I may add. In support of what I have already stated regarding men 
carrying with them useltss articles an having to abandon their ship in 
the Arctic Sea, that I have since learnt tram Uie iKst authority — Sir 
John Robs himself— that in elTeeting hie wonderful escape, aflet a 



At the Opening meeting of the Eoyal Geographjeal 
Society for the Session, JSosembet 13th, 1854, Dr. Eae 
read a paper descriptive of his lost ioumey, and exhibited 
the rehcs he had brought home, which escited consider- 
able interest in a very large audience. 

In reply to a, number of questions. 

Dr. Hoe said that he did not himaelf speak the langosge 
- ' ' '- " - ■ ' ■■ -1 by^e 



beyond a very few words ; the faets described by t 

Esiiuiniauxwere interpreted to him by anative jnteipreter 

who accompanied the espedition. This man eijaaa ■**« 
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non who recommended Mm, and wtom Le (Dr. Eao) 
kDown for yeara, told him that this interpreter was 
Tierer a rogue unlesB when he was hungry. (A laugh.) In 
this caae the man had no intflrest to deceive, and if aa 
Eaquimaus attempted to impose an uutmth npon you it 
■was easy to detect him hy orosa-qnestioning. Among the 
Tehca found were a portion of the Bilffer-plate belonging 
fcoth to Sir John Franklin and Captain Crozier, and this 
Hid the atatements made by the Kaquimaux he thought 
oonduBive as to the fate of tlie party. It was the general 
opinion that if the party diviaed, as was most probable, 
one ahip's company would take one direction and the other 
another. Now, there were oidy two routtw tliat could be 
taken — IIib one by Lancaster Sound, and the other by tha 
Back Siver, and it was in the immediate vicinity of thB 
Back Biver tiat the remains were found. 

Dr. Seoreshy inquired whether Dr. Eae had been 
enabled to form any opinion irom what had been commu- 
nicated by the Esquimanx, aa to the period of the year when 
the party of white men was seen in a boat, and when they 
obl-ained supplies from the Esquimaux, 

Dr. E.ae replied that it was about the season of the vest 
when the Eaquimaus went down to hunt seals, wiiieh. 
■n-aa the end of April, or the beginning of May. It was 
about a month after this that the bodies were found after 
the navigation had began to open, but before the ice had 
broken up. The Esquimaux, like all savage people, calea- 
lated time by mooaa. They had the bear moon, the fish 
moon, the fowl moon, and the seal moon ; and it was after 
the seal moon. 

Dr. Scoresby. — In what year was thatP 

Dr. Uae replied that he had very clearJy ascertained by 
crOHE-quea Honing the iEaquimaux that it was in the year 
1850 ; and although the information came to him secoud- 
' 1, it was in some respects better than if it were lirat- 
I. If it had come first-hand irom the Esquimaux who 
. _ n. with the party of Europeans, they miglit have had 
. in interest in mialcading, because they might suppose that 
^e persons questioning them desired to deprive them of 
le articles they had taken from the persona who had 
irislicdi hut the party who gave the information had no 
h interest, and besides, they were friendly to the white 

Dr. Scoreahj. — la it your impression that it was near to 
fie Back Siver tke calamity lia^ijeTieii.'i 
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Br. Ene. — TeK, it was distinctly described by tlie 
Esquimaux. Tliey described the nmnber of rivers 1 
aiionld have to cross to got to it, and they stated that the 
pkoe where the bodies were found waa to the west of the 
rirer where there were no hiUa, and the oidy part that 
answers that description is the ground near the Bock 

Dr. Scoresby espresacd a doubt whether they had yet 
the means before them to come to a conclusion as to the 
fate of Fraukhn and his companionfl. It had been asBumed 
by the newapapers that the ships of the expedition had 
been lost, but they had no eridence of that fact. Dr. Eae 
had given no information os to any timber or remainB 
of ships being found in the posaeasion of the Esquunatuc 
The presumption therefore waa, that the ahipa were BtiU in 
existence; and that hypothesis was by no meana incon- 
sistent with the finding part of the crow starved to death 
as described. It was natural for Sir John FranMin and 
his party, finding his ships irozen in and having no means 
of extricating them, to consider what should be done ; the 
probability was that they had left their vesaela and pro- 
ceeded inland — some would probably take one route, soraa 
another — some might have remained in the ship. He 
thought it possible that some of these brave men yet 
snrvived. It was natural, he thought, that Sir J. Franldia 
would make across for the American coaat. 

Colonel Sabine did not think Franklin had gone up the 
Wellington Channel, but rather, in the execution of his 
orders, he wont by Cape Walker, and that way to tha 
BOnth-west coast of America, and that there he got involved 
in the ice. 



tained by Dr. Eae showed had befallen him. He agreed 
with Dr. Scoreaby that there waa a posaibihly of some of 
the parties being still in esiatence, and he amaed with Sir 
John Rosa that the western coast of Baffin's Bay should be 
esplored on towards the territories of the Hudson's Bay 
Company. It was clear they had got the remains now 
within a small distance, for the exploration of which 
a single season would be sufficient. 

Captain M'Clure, E.N , concurred in the propriety of 
searcniiig the west coast of Baffin's Bay, but considered 
the evidence of Dr. Eae ahnoat conclnsise, and saw nO 
chance of Sir John Franklin's party baring escaped. 

Commander Osbom protested against Sir John Franfclio 
bemg aocnsed of turning back from tea -^o^ «sA ^^^smr 
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doniiig the duty on wbicli lie had been sent. It waa no>.' 
B«id, Beariih. for him in Davis's Straits or Baffin's Bay ; 
ttose plaeeB had been open to Beorcb every year sinea tne 
expedition sailed. He believed Sir John i'ranldjii went 
to the S.W. and there perished. He was confident that 
'FV jinTtlin had obeyed his orders to the letter, and that 
lie proceeded by way of Cape AValker, but that finding 
the ice too heavy to make head against, lie went down 
feel Sound (a fine open channel), aod in that direction ho 
betiered the other bodies would be found. 

Dr. Eae aaid that he had pit^ked up two pieces of timber 
in 'Victoria Straits — one a boat's mast, and the other 
a block, havine a hole in it for a chain. He thought 
it would be weU to send out ships as snggested. but there 
-was little possibility of persons wintering in that locality 
for any length of time. In the place where Sir John 
Franklin and his party were supposed to be, it was very 
Sffieult to find same — esperially by men weakened by 
scurvy and long nardahip. During the three years that 
Si John Boss wintered there he only killed three deer 
and one musk cattle. Ho should be the last man to 
advise the abandonment of all hope-^ough he believed 
Hure was none. 

Mr. P. L. Simmonds snggested that the timber Bpoken. of 
night have come from Sir John Franklin's veasela whilst 
wintering ofi^ the west coast of North Somerset. 

Captain Inglefield, B,N., recommended that Back Eiver 
and Repulse Bay should be explored, the latter to the 
extant oi about ihree hundred miles fkim where the bodieft 
liad been found. A vessel leaving England next spring 
anight reach Chesterfield Inlet and fiepulsc Bay and 
Tetum the same year ; another Tessei might be sent round 
by Beech^ Island and Peel's Sound. 

We are aa yet in possession of the mere fact of our 
nnhappy countrymen having met tlieir end from the 
effects of famiue — tlie same mystery which lins hitherto 
concealed them and all the proceedings of that unfortunate 
e^edition is banging over it still. Did they ever pane- 
tr»3x as far as the Arctic ice at the head of the WdJin^ 
ton Chatmel, from whence Sir Ed«-wd Beloher has juat 
returned P How long did tbeystayat Beechey lalandP 
"When did they abandon their ships P All this is yet 
uncertain, and arc yet severally points for the specnlataoB 
otopiniou, althoiigli they might all be revealed by papeM 
and notes, which would in all prohnbility be found at ths 
*cene of their last sulli^ringa. But iu the abaence of sudi 
infijTjaation, and for wbidmo imia\,ioiis-wi\i.,Si met iml 



clo get it, tJiere is some concorrent testimony which must 
not be slighted, a portion of Trhicli I deduoe from the 
parlkmentaiy papers (Arctic Blue Eooks) aad from a 
reuent number of the Nautical Magazine. 

It is strauge how near reKef must hare been in variona 

iuarters to the imfortouate sufTerers at different times, 
a tlie spring and summer of 1847. Dr. Eae and a party of 
five were snrreying the coast from Lord Mayor's Bay in 
the Gulf of Boothia round Committee Bay (see ante, page 
137-39.) In 18^ Sir James Bobs wintered at Port Leo- 
pold, and tiaTersed on foot the northern and western 
shores of North Somerset. In IBSO, Captain Austin's 
e:(pedition was wintering at Griffith and Comwallis XalaodB, 
and parties explored Auatin Island and the coasts aboat 
Cape Walker. Captain Forsyth, in the Prince Albert, 
reached to Fury Point in August, 1350, but was unable 
to land or to penetrate to the bead of Begent Inlet, from 
the obstructions of the ice. 

Whether in their sliipa or in boats, Franklin's party are 
eiipposed, for good reasons, to have passed Boutnward cm 
the western side of North. Somerset. But wheal' Aa Sir 
James Soss travelled down the west shore of I^orth 
Somerset and retained northward in June, 1849, the part]; 
must have passed beyond his horizoa to the westward Ut 
that time, or down the same eoast as he did, before, □■ 
after he ivaa there. Dr. Bae's statement inelinos one to 
the belief that it must have been after, oe "four seasons 
ago" would bring the event to the spring of 1850. Then 
is another point of interesting coincidence also in the report 
hrought home in October, 1849, by Captain Parker, of 
the Traeloae, given at page 70 of the "Papers and Cor- 
respondence rdative to the Arctic Expedition under Sir 
John Franks," (No. 107, Session 1850.) 

Some Esquimaux had communicated to the whalers ta 
Pond's Bay the fact that two ships had been frozen up for 
four seaaona on the west side ot Beeent's Inlet, and that 
two were on the east side, which liadbeen one season in 
the iee. The rude sketch made by the Esquimaux showed 
two sMps with their topmasts down, and two with them 
up, corresponding to tlia ships of Franklin and Boss. 
Tliere were one or two points in which there was evidently 
some misconception, such as the communication botweei^ 
them that had been represented, but which certainly 
had not taken plaoe. The report, howerer, goes far to show 
that the flhipa of Franklin were on one side of NortK 
Somerset and those of Sic James Boss on the other ; tho* 
'both the Esquimaux BOcounta coincide in stating Er attkliB . '» . 
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■hips or party to be on the western side of North Somer- 
set, one m 184S, and the otter in 1850. What became of 
tiiem between the smnmer of ISlfi, when we know they 
were at Beechey Island, and Angnat, 1850, when we know 
they had left it, ia still e, mystery. 

In the absence of any fnll or detailed information, it may 
be -well to collect and connect the scattered links of intot- 
roation which may appear to throw any fiu-ther light on 
the fate of the ships and explorers. It should be remem- 
bered that in Auffust, 1850, three maleEsquimanx commu- 
nicated at Cape York, on the eastern coast of Baffin's Bay, 
with thepeopleof H.M.S. Jn^j'epirf, and boats' crews of t£e 
Frince Albert and Sir John Eosa's yacht Felix. The pnr- 
port of their statement was to the iollowing effect : — 

" That in the winter of ISlfi, when the snow waa falling, 
two ships were broken by the ice, a ^ood way oif, in the 
direction of Cape Dudley Diggs, and afterwards burned by 
a fierce and numerous tribe of nativoB. 

" They asserted that the ships were not whalers — and 
tiiat epaulettes were worn by some of the wHte men. 

"TEat apart of the crews were drowned; that the re- 
nuunder were some time in huts, or tents, apart from the 
natives; that they had guns, but no balls; wereinaweak 
and exhausted condition, and were subsequently killed by 
the natives with darta or arrows." 

At the time, this statement was considered highly im- 
probable ; but the subsequent accounts received now add 
colour to the truth of part, at least, of this report. In 
the evidence taken, before the Arctic Committee, this matter 
was inquired into, and it appeared that Adam Beck, in & 
conversation he had with Erasmus York, another Esqni- 
maux, atated that—" In 1846, two ships, with three ntasts, 
went from our land to Omanak; they arrived safely, bnt 
the men are dead. Two ships were encompassed by tho 
ice; otherwise they could not do. Their provisions were 
eonsumed. The men went to them ; it is said they axa 
dead," Beck stated he heard this from the natives st 
Cape York. 

In the year 1846 {it is added), when the ice began to 
ble^, they set sail, and went to Omanak, and stayed thetft 

jduring the winter, because they could not proceed on 

fltooount of the ice. 

■ Dr. Eae, in his previous survey of the Arctic shores, 
picked up, on the 20th August, 1851, apiece of pine wood, 

■Which eicited much interest. In appearance it resembled 

•the butt end of a flag-staff, and was five feet nine inches in 
It had a cvu'ioos mark, a.Y$DieQ,Uy stamped upon i^ 
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and. to itwaa attached a piece of whit* lino, fastened by two 
copper tacks, botK of wnich. Lad the Govermnent mark of 
the " broad arrow" upon them. About a mile further on, a 
piece of wood, which proveJ to he oak, was discovered on 
the water, but touching upon the beach. It was about three 
feet eight inches long, and Dr. Bae supposed it to be a 
stanchion. Dr. Hae asgumod from the circumstance of the 
flood tide coming from the north, along the east shore of 
Victoria Island, that there waa a water channel dividing 
that island fcom North Somerset, and this was Hubse- 
quently proved by more recent explorers to be the case. 
Tlirough Ommanney Inlet, or Peel Sound, aa it Im" since 
been named, tlieruforo these pieces of drill wood must hare 

Prii^te letters received from Captain Collinaon atate that 
when his ship, the Enterprise, was in Cambridge Bay, a 
portion of a companion door, with the Queen's arms 
stamped upon it, was picked up, which, it is supposed, 
belonged to the Erehtu or Terror. 

In 1862, Mr. Eeimedj discovered a passage throogh 
Brentford Bay into Victoria Strwt ; crossed it, and travel- 
led over Prince of Wales I.and to the bight of Om- 
manney Bay, in 100 degrees west. Thence he proceeded 
np to Cape Walker, and returned to his ship in Batty 
Bay, Eegent Inlet, via Port Leopold, without finding 
aaty traces of the missing expedition, although he must 
havo crossed the probable route of the retreating party to 
the continent. Mo then obaerved, in a letter to Captain 
Pullcn of the North Star, dated Beechey Island, 20tli 
August, 1852; — "There is a strong probaoility that Sir 
John Franklin may have been c^ried through one of those 
channels that may be supposed to esist between Om- 
manney Inlet and victoria Strait." The first journey mado 
by Mr. Kennedy and Lieut. Bellot, with their par^, was 
in mid winter, when, in the absence of the sun, they had 
to travel by moonlii^ht, and sleep in snow houeea. In. 
March (1852) Mr. Kennedy and Mb party spent six hour* 
in the examination of Fury Beach, and the store of pro- 
Tiaions, &c., left there by Lieut. Eob'mson, of Sir James 
Boss's expedition in 1849, and he satisfied himself that no 
human footateps had been there since. 

Sir John Franklin, having abandoned liis ships some- 
where to the south-east or south-west of Cap« Walker, 
T»hen his provisions were nearly esliausteii, probably 
made for tne Isthmus of Boothia, in which animal 
life waa known, in some seasons, to abound ; but their 
strength and supphes then became exhausted, and tlieir 
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pnrty decreaaed by fmnine. Two poraoiiB attaclied to 
liiB e-TOeJition, Mt. Blankey, tlie ice-maHtcr of the JWror, 
fuid Mt. M'Donold, the assiatant-Bitr^eoD of the same 
TCssel, were well aconainted with tlie Giilf of Boothia, the 
former haying been liiere with Sir John Eoaa in tho Ficiory, 
and the latter having made several voyages in whaling 
veaeela, and being aeijuainted with the parte lying between 
Begent Inlet and Davis's Straits. For an account of the 
toBOureeB of Bonthis,, and the neighbourhood of Segent 
Inlet, &c., and its capabihtieE for eustaining life. I majr refer 
toprevions remarks at pascal38andl3g,aud241. The plan 
for reaching and Bearching Sir James Hoss's and Simpson's 
Straits from the south is also pomted out at page 181. 

In a letter from Sir James C. Eobs, m 1851, he statea 
that the Bsaaan of 1S46 was the most severe t^t has been 
known for many years ; none of the whale ships attained a 
higher latitude ttian 74° on the east, and 68° on the we»t 
aide of Baffin's Sny, which bay was completely choked wilib 
heavy ice. Sir John Frauklin'e exjiedition had made bat a 
Bmall advance to the westward during the more favourable 
■eaaon of 1846 ; and it must have been a sonrce of daep 
disappointment to them to have wintered so far short oT 
tbeir espectations. Taking into consideration the ohn- 
racter of the foUon'ing seasons, it anpears by no means im- 
probable that the ships were not released from their winter 
quarters until too late a period for them to make any foe- 
Wver progreaa to the wefitward, the barriers of ice in that 
direction, as well as that across the Wellingtoo Channel, 
probably not breaking np at aU that season, ai th^ 
MBuredly did not either m 1848 or 1849. 

It was not therefore till the close of 1846, or early ia 
1847, that the shi^s were Uberated. Probably they m^ 
hare got embayed m some of the straits and inlets tunninE 
from Melville Sound southward to the Continent, in which 
ttLe Eiiierpri*e and Investigator have drifted about hope- 
ihssly with the currents. But where they left their shipa 
it IB impossible, in the absence of any details, to conjeo- 
4iire. It appears to have been about three years longer 
irafore they reached the continent ; and the party were 
Vridently cmleayouring to make their way by the Great 
Pish Kiver to Fort Churchill, on Hudson's Bay. 

A singular feature in thti oaae is, that while Dr. £ae bos 
visited BO many quarters of the American coasts within the 
last five years — ]iopu3BcBay,ComniitteeBay,ancUhe8hor«« 
of WoUaston Island — and while bo many searching expedi- 
tioDS e)ong the continent, and so many ships should hava 
been wintering in the \iay& uid. ii^ta of tke Arctio UM). 
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with the knowledge of how widely that littoral people, tho 
Esquimaux, travel no previous tidinga of any ofTranUin'g 
partiea BhoiiLl have hecome ImowD. 

In 1848, Dr. Kichardaon. in hia searchinfr journey be- 
tween tlie Copperroiae and MaiAenzie rivers, met large 
parties of ^Bquimaux: on the coast, 300 at Point !Eocounter, 
and loiacr numbers at most of tlie headlands, on the Look- 
out for whales. 

In making for the Great Fish Eiver, the retreating 

Sarty wore evidentlj^ dsBirous of avoiding the scene of 
Vunklin's former fiightful sufieringa in ascending the 
Coppermine Bivor. 

Doubts were long eipressed as to the truth of the 
ressels seen upon an iceberg ; hnt it seems now very pos- 
-fiible that tiiese may have been Franklin's abandoned shipg. 
Mr. A. G. Kndlay, in apaper read at the last meeting of 
the BritishABBOuiotionat Liverpool, ''On ArctiD Currents," 
expressed his belief in the troth of the story of the two 
three maxted vessels seen floating on the ioe at the Iforth 
«dge of Nowfoundlaad, on the 26th of April, 1851, by the 
Menosation. One of these ships was represented to be about 
600 tons, the other 350 tons, and both had then- top- 
inasts struck and yards dowa, tmd all made aiiug. and 
to all appeaianee bad passed the winter together. It 
liad been urged that Sir John Franklin would not 
abandon his ships; that they could not float uninterrupted^ 
such a distance ; that they would have been seen by tKe 
sealers on the Labrador noast; that the acoount in the 
log difiered materially from the verbal statament ; that 
they were not real ships, &c. ; while others set down 
tho story as a pure inrention. "Well, they had to combat 
these statements, and againat them were the consistent 
statements of tho whole crew as well sa of Mr. Simpson, 
the passenger. 

As to the possibility of the two shipe floating at suth a 
distance in company with each other, there never was the 
slightest doubt of the southern set out of Baffin's Bay and 
Daris's Straits, and the quantity of ice moving was veiy 
ereat. It was the prevailing opinion of Arotic vovagera 
fliat Sir John FrankliD went up the Wellington Channel 
in the early spring of 18^6. Supposing that be did so, 
and found open wntur, and could proceed for Ave hundred 
miles, and then borame imbedded in the pack, the ships J 
would drift back to the Wellington Channel toward 1 
the north coast of Greenland, or he might have taken A I 
second season; or. perhaps, ho became imbedded, and I 
being impatient of being so detained for three 01 iaat I 
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years, had deserted tte ahips, as in the case of the 
Investigator, which Tcase), it might be inferred, would 
Bafely drift out in the course of tune without any human 

The depoeitiona of Mr. Coward the captain, Mr. W. 
Simpson, the mate of the Seiiovation, and Mr. Joseph 
Lynch, passenger, were very strong, and additional 
eoDfirmatory evidence was obtained from the mate of a 
Mecklenburg brig the Docla-r Stieiss, who, on his Brrival 
at New York in May, 1851, stated that he had met with a 
great deal of ice on the banks, and that he had also seen 
two vessels abandoned and water-logged. 

The possibihty of ships bo drifting is proved by the ease 
of Sir James Boss's ships, which were carried bodily with 
the ice at the rate of eight miles a day through LaneastOT 
Sound ; Captain Back's ship, which was drifted off South- 
ampton Island in 1837, and lately the case of the Gxinnell 
ships, which were carried right out of Lancaster Sound into 
DaTia'» Straits seated on an icebei^. 

I have already alluded, at page 154, to the difficulty 
Sir John Eoss'a party found in travelling over ice after 
ahandonlng their ships, although by proper arrauKementa 
and Hub-diviaion of labour, with uglt sledges, me task 
has iubsequently been rendered easy to strong and healthy 
men. Accidents among ice are Beldam so sudden but that 
hoftts, clothes, and provisions can be saved. I may refer 
the reader back for the opiraons of the leading Arctio 
voyagers, to former pages, to Captain Beechey's remarks, 
pages 166 and 190, and Dr. Bichardson's, page 157. Dr. 
King stated long ago that it was about Victoria or "Wol- 
laston'a Land we might ospect to find the expedition 
wrecked, whence they would make in their boats for tha 
western land of North Somerset, if tha,t land should not be 
too fai distant (ante, pp. 160 and 161). Again, at r. 167, 
ho points out particularly the Gireat Fish Eiver as the 
Bourcc for relief. SirE. Parry, p. 163, also thought it pro- 
bable that they would fall back on the west coast of Korth 
Somerset. Sit James Hoas, however, doubts this, and at 
page 164 thinks it is in lat. 73 H". and lone. 105 W. that 
we may expect to find Franklin's ships shut up. ITie 
remarks of Sir George Back, at p. 171, and of Captain. 
Beeehey, p. 173, may bo referred to, who are of opinion 
that many afflicted with scurvy would cling to their ships. 
The most important news last received is the arrivif at 
Port Clarence on the 21st of August, of Captain Collinson, 
in the Enterprise, from his long expedition in the Arctio 
■eofl in the eearch ot Bii JoWStiuMm. l^-viabBiiecoI- 
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lectcd that this veeael sailed from England in the ttaae sea- 
son and at about the same tune oatliB Investigator (Cnptom 
M'Clure), which arrived on the Atlantic side of the conti- 
nent a year since, having determined the North-West 
paaaage. No news having been received of the Enterprise 
tor several Tearo, almost as muchansiet^ was felt for her 
safety and tnat of her officers and crow, as for the expedition 
ehe waa sent in search of; so much so as to induce the 
Government to station for her rehef and aasistanoe the 
Katthsnake, at Port Clarence, and the Plover, at Point 
Barrow, during the winter of 1S53, and they were both 
arranging for their sncceeding winter quarters at the time 
the Enterprise returned; at the tcnaination of which aeaaon. 
the Government had given orders to abandon the search 
for them. 

The Enterprise went into the Arctic Sea in the summer 
of 1851, and passed through Prince of Wales Strait, hut 
finding the ice impracticable for her advance, she wintered 
the winter of 1351-2 in latitude 71° 35' N.; longitude 71" 
35' W. After malting every exertion to obtain the oWeofc 
of her voyage, the winter of 1852-3 wafi paaaed in Cfam- 
bridge Bay, Wollaston Land, lat. 69" B"., loi^. 105° SC W. 
Still proceeding on her voyage, the winter ofl853-4 found 
her in Camden Bay. 70° 8' N., 145° SO". 

The ice released the vessel July 15th, 1851, when she 
commenced her return passage, but she did not reach Point 
Barrow until August 9th, having experienced baffling 
sontheriy winds and calms. Immediately on her arriru 
■ftt Port Ciarenca, on the 31at of August, finding that the 
Flov^ had left for Point Barrow a few daya previous, foP 
the purpose of assisting and relieving the Enterprise, as 
Boon as Bupphes could oe put on board from the EaitU- 
snake; at three p.m. on the 23nd the Enterprise atarted 
to overtake the Plover, and communicate with and recal 
her; which duty performed, she would immediately pro- 
ceed to Hong-koug and the Plover would repair to Vipa- 
Taiso, where the latter would meet the EiittlesmtJce. 

During the three years the Enterprise has been in the 
frozen aea, she haa lost but three men — May 15th, 1863, 
William Driver, ship's cook ; November 24th, 1952, 
William Greenawoy, able seaman; Juno 29tli, 1854, 
William Cheeseman, private marine. The commander, 
officers, and crew, fifty-nine in number, were iu ciooUent 
health. The Enterprise found traees of the Inveatigator't 
passage in many places, and went within ninetymilca of her 
winter harbour, but not being able to proceed farther on 
account of the ice, sailed up to Wollaaton Strait, and there 
fell in ivith traces of Dr. lu£'a aeexcVe^. 
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of 1853, travelling partieE were d 
3 of ivbiDh. readied Melville Island, after 
great hardship. The natives met with, during the voyage 
were of a peaceahle and kind disposition, ready at till times 
to be of asaiBtanoe in any mmmcr in their power. 

Probftblv no iQore interesling Tiewa, save inforraation of 
Sir John Franklin, could haTe been given to the world, 
than the safety of tliis ship. Embarked on an errand of 
mercy, which drew the attention of almost every eiviliaed 
being toirards them, it wtui ioared thoy hud. met the sup- 
posed fete of those they had proceeded to save. The iketri 
of their estrieation was everywhere reteived with joy. 

It is gratiiying to find thatin the course of herppolonged 
absence, the Enterprise bae kiat so few men ; but, in. 
truth, occupation and ex;poaure in those northern regioni 
Imve not been found prejudiciBl to the health of seamen, 
excepting, of course, m the ease of an overahelming ca- 
lami^, audi SB that -which .evidently befel the &ebiig and 
Terror. 

It would be idle fo institttte a. cranpariBon butween tJw 
results of "the efforts made by Captain uollinaonand Captnin 
M'Clnre respectively in these mhoBpitable r^ons. We 
■would sinitity mention, aa an act of justice to Captain Col- 
linson, and lest it should be supposed tliat he had desisted 

Semnturely^om his laborious and perilous task, that as 
■ BB the North- West Passage is eoncerned, tlie Enter- 
prise accompliBhed as much as the Inveslimlor. Captain 
■Collinson reached the north-western end of Prince o£ 
Wales Strait a little later than Captain H'Clttte, iTh» 
may, no doubt, claim priority at this point. Soth weie 
stopped by an impenetrable Dorrior of ice. There is no 
mbstantial difference between the result obtained at tia» 
■point and the discovery made cf Merey Bay, where tlw 
Smiestiffalor ia lying jammed np amidst "016 ice. The diffi- 
culty, we presume, of reaehing Melville Island is not atafi 
Slater &om Point Bussell tkitn from Cape Hamilton, 
ptain CoUinson, moreover, has saved hiii ship. Tkn 
«ountry will know how to jdace a proper value upon 
the exertions and achievements of botla these gallant offi- 
cem. without seeking to raise or depress one at the coat of 
the other. 

Happily evei^ human being employed on the searching 
espeditiona durmg the last few years has now been trith- 
drawn from these Arctic solitudes, and Ihcir exertions tww 
been most persevi^ring and honourable, individually and 
jjatioiiiilly. Our work amid the ice is now limited to any 
future private invostigatioua wVuii'stw.-^ serve to throw light 
upon the manner in. ubicli lEiai^Xai ani \iia Incojii caosA 

m 
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by their end. We are no loii<;er concerned for the living, 
but require fuller tidings of the dead. 

A letter from one of the American oflicera thna con- 
cludes ! — " If Sir John Franklin is goae to hoavon, poor 
man, why then, as in Sir Sunphrey Gilbert's case, per- 
bapa seeking after him will be our shorteBt way of getting 

The cost of the various Government Arctic expeditions 
up to the time of the outfit of Sir John Franklin's vessels, 
amounted to £336,317. The outlay since incurred for the 
various searching expeditions by land and sea liaB beon 
about £900,000. 



Since the foregoing cletaile wore published sevenil years 
ago, some further most interesting and important parti- 
culars have been received. Five years after the publica- 
tion of Dr. Sae's report, confirmatory evidence reached ua 
obtained directly on the spot. 

So many fruitless efforts had been, made in the searA 
after the missing expedition that the public mind had 
.almost given way to despair. But there was still one who 
hoped against hope, and the screw yacht Fox, under the 
command of Capt. M'Cliutock, was sent out in the spring 
■of ie67 at the expense of Lady Franklin. On the Slat ot 
September, 1859, the JFox arrived again in the Channel, 
and Capt. M'Clintock reported his return to the Admiralty 
in the despatch given below, 

Capt. M'Clint{)ck has thna added another plume to bis 
previous Arctic laurels. 

TacUmtx.E.T.S. 
sir, — I beg yon will inform the Lords ComminiatpM of tho Adaii- 
iBlty of tie mfc retnm to IMa country of Lady Franklin's Final 
BmiMhing Espedltlon, whleh I bnve had the lionom to wmdnet. 

tain tbD &M oT the " Fraclilln Kxiiedltion" b»e imt wilh compltte 



Islnnil, a 

signed by CapUlns Cmzln and Flt^smes. By It we were inromna 
tbnt H.M.S, Srfitta and Ttmir were Bbaniioncd on Ibe Siind of April, 
lS4a. In Ibe ioe, five leogttes to the NJi.W., and tbat the enrritoni — 
In nil usonntlng to IDE sonle. nnder tbc eommnnd of Capt. Crozier— 
wereproceeding to the Great FUbltiTer. 8ir Jalin FraoUln had dlca ■ 
on tbe Iltb or Jnne, IS47. I 

Mniiy deeply interenlng relios of onr lott oonntrymfn bavc bMD I 
picked up upon the western shore of King William Island, and othen j 
obtained from Ibe Esquimaux, by wbom wo were informed that sub- 1 
MqatDt to tbelr sbandotunent one sldp WM onuhtd and omk ti% tbn * 
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Tlobacn retunifd witti the sledge psrtjsa iu November, nflcr mach 

when ttie ia upon whioh they were eneuoped beoame dutHcbed &om 
tbe >hoie, imd drilled otT to leeWBTd willl tlam. 

Oar nintering position waa U the Ea^t entrance to BeHat Strait, 

deceBsor iu these WBlen, Uie eommimdef of one uf Lady Fruiklln'a 
fimter Muehing expalitiona. AlthougJi vegeiulun vu taltnUjn 
abunduit, and our tno Esquiauiax tamtere, Mr. PeUncoi. and gmenl 
eportimen comtantly oa tlie alert, yet the rcsouiuee of the coimlrf 
during eleven numtlu and a half only yielded iu eight r«ndeaFt two 
beard, eightep a seal?, and a few wnterfowl nnd ^omiguD, 

The winter was unuBually cold and ■tormy. Ammgements tiera 
oompleted during the winter for carrying ont our intended plan of 
aeaich. I lelt it to be my duty pereonolly to visit JIsreiiaL [slaud, 
and in bo doing pcapoaed to complete the dtouit of King WiUlMK 

To Liente 
Boothia tot 
"Wynniatt fi 
trace the she 
and alto to 
Jvuea Kosa'e lurthi-at. 

Euly Erring journeys were commeoced on the 1 7th of February, 
ISOS.byCaptiiu young and myself. Captain Young earrrlng hladcptti 
aerofia to Prince of WaLee Lajui, while I went southward, towarda thn 
nagnelic pole, in the hope of communicating with the Esquinia^, 

I was accompanied by Mr. Pet«nen.anr Intertweter, and Aleiaadtr 
Thompson, quartcrmBster. We had withua two sledges drawn by dogv* 
On the itith of February, wlien near Cape Victorii, we had ths good 
ibrCune to meet a small party of Dativea, tuid werv autnuiujuiUy tiaited 
by about forty-flve indlviduale. 

For fooj days we remiiaed la comnantcatiDn with tbeiD. nbtaisinc^ 
many talioa, and tlie information that several yeara ago a sUp WU' 
oTUBhed by the ice oS the North ehore of King WUlUm Island, bl*. 
that all her people landed safely, and Ment uwuy to llw Great StaU.' 
Klver. where they died. Ttala tribe was well luppUed wllh wood. 
oblaiaed, tliey said, &om a boat left by the white men on Che GhM. 
Kiver. 

We reached our vessel, after tiventy-flve days' abaence, in goodbealt^ 
but Bomewhat reduced by sharp marching and the uauanoUy s aTe» 
10 which wehadbeeaexpoaed. For several daye aJter staitlag 
jry continued froEeo, 

^Cb tba 'iitd of April our long projeoted spring Jt , 

— - !d; Lieutenant Hobaon acDorapaoied me aafar as Cape Vletorla, 
' m had a sledge drawn by four ncn. and an auxilluy eitOg/k 
n by eiJt dopa. Thl> was all the fori^we could muster. 
Ffiefiirs uptiiatti^ we saw two Kaquimaoji families living ont npoo 
ow huts : Ihim them we Ii-arniHl that a serund ship hwl 
King William Island, and that she drlffed BAbon on tbA 
VI at the tame year. From tliia ahip the; had obtained a rai ~ ~ 

w gsye Lieut. Hobson illreetlona lo search for the wreck, : 
' tip any true* Iu migbk tui v^-a.HJn^'^iSni.'^'i&xfA. 
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Acooinpuiied bj my own party and Mr. Fctpnon. I miirch«l along 
tliB EaM ahoTB of King ffilliani IsUnU. occnsionaUy passing deserted 
snow hula, but wtthout muting imtivea till tlie 8th of Mar, when oS 
Gapa Nonon we nrrired at a snow vlIlBiM containing about thirty 
inluMtaala. Thej- gMhiTed abODt lu without Che nlighlest appearance 
'ol Itaar or eh7n«^. although none bad ever seen living wbitQ penple 

andbai'ter all their goods. hat wonld have alulen ^veryihlng had they 

ot canr away all we might have purchased. 

it, and thence four days overland, brought 
Ihem to the wrecit. 

Hone of these peopio had been there sinee Isil-B. at whiehtime 
tiioy said hot little ramained, thair tountrymen having catiiod awsy 
almoit everything. 

Mostol oar iafonnation was received from an intelUgout old woman; 
ehe sabl It was on the iUl of die yearthst the ship was fnmd UEhare ; 

OMBtaivWi iHitUliswOionly known lo them in thowinteiflillowing, 
wlien thdir hodlea were disoovared. 

Thoy all asstuid oa tjiat we would lind natives upon tlia Sontli 
shoiB. at the Oreal Kivir, and some fen- at the wreok ; but unfortu- 
nalcly this was not the oase. Only one family was met with olT Point 
Booth, Mill none at Montceal Island or my ptaoe auhvequently visited. 

I'ohit Ogle, Montreal Wand, and Barrow Islaiul wore searched witlt- 
<mt Unding aaythiug except a f^w scraps of copper and iron in an 
Esq iiiTnBH-v- hiding- place. 

Rccrossiag the strait to King Wllllant Island, we continued the 
examination of its southern shore wltltuut sucoesi until ths 24th of 
>Iay. whfn about ten miles eastward of Cap* llemhel a bleacbea 
skeleton was found, around wblcblayftagmentB of Enrapeau cloUiing. 
L'jpon careitilly removing the snow a small pocket-book waa fbnnilt 
cDnlolning a few letters. Theso. although mach decayed, may y^ tia 
ikcipberEd. Judging fiom tbe rsmainsof Ills iltEas, thitunAirtunalB 
young man was a Htewanl or offluer'a servants and his poHition exactly 
VBTiHed the Esquimaux's asdertkm, that they dropped as they wnlhod 

Calm, or rather what remains of It. ivhieh la only four t^t high, and 
tlie central stones liaci hma ramoved as if by nun aei^king MmmbiDE- 
ivilliinit. My Impmasion at the time, and vrldch I sCUl retain, la that 
recotdii were deposited there by the retreating crews, and sabsequently 
renioved. by 1h& aativea. * 

loria on t(n aachof April Lieu- 
At a ^ibort dislance weatwunl 

vrlth blankets, old olotliea. and other relios nf a thoeting or a nmgnoCia 
^tatiau. Bat although the oi^m niu dug under, and a trench dug alt' 
round IE at a distance of ten feet, no record woa dtscovered. A pleca 
of blank paper folded up waa found in dia caini, and two Inokea. 
bottles, whish may. perhaps, hsvo eunicinud redords, lay beshls It^ 
among suae stones which bad fallen ftam olf the top. The most inCft- 
resting oI (be articles discovered here, including a boat's t^sign, wen 
brought away by Vr. Buiaaa. Alwut two miles flirther to Um 3.^1- 



272- PIt06HBB8 or AEC 

B Biaall calm vras found.but neither records norrelics obtained. About 
ttirevmlleg Norib of Point Victory a ucondsma.Ui:itiniivaaeXBinined, 
but only a bialcen pictaxe sod empty canistor ibnnd. 

On tbe 6tb of May, UedtennCt Hobsoa pitcbed bis tent beside ■ 
larfic caira upon Poiiit Victory. Lying among Mine loose Blonea which 
bad fuilen from tbe top of this cHim. was found s amalttln case con- 
tabling a record, tbe aubstance of which is briefly aa follows : — Tbis 
calm was built by the Frsnklln expedition, upon the ogaamed tite of 
Sir James Rose's pillar, which bad not been found. Tbe Erdna and 
Terror spent tbeir flrst winter at Beechy lelond. ailer having ascended 
Wellington Channel to lit. 71° N., and returned by the West rtdc of 
Corawallia Island. On the 13th of September. 1S4G, they were beset 
in lat. TO" a' X., and long. B8° S3' W. Sir J. Franklin died on the 
lllh of June, IS47. On the 23nd of April. IBie, tbe ships were 
abandoned five leagues to tbe N.N.W. of Foint Victory, and tbe 
annlrora, lOS in niunber. landed here onder the command of Captain 
Crozier. This paper was dated April ^ttb, ia4s, and on the following 
day they Intended U> start for the Great Fish Kirer. The total loffl by 
■Jeatbi In tbe expedition up to thli date was nine officers and flfteen 
men. Avast quantity of clothing and stores of all eorta lay strewed 
shoot, aa if hen every article was thrown away which could posalblybe 
dispensed with^ pickaxes, sbovcle. boats, cooking utensUa, ironwork, 
rope, blocks, canvas, a dip tirule, a aeitant engraved " Frederlo 
Hornby. K.N.," a small medlcme.chest. oars, &c. 

A Tew miles southward, across Hack Bay. a second record was found, 
having been deposited hy Licntenont Gore and M. dcs Treux in Hay, 
1817. It aObrded no additional information. 

Llenlenant Hobaon continued his search until vritbhi a few days* 
march of Cape Herscbel, without finding any trace of the wreck or 
of oativea. He left full information of bia Important discoveries for 
me J therefore, when retuming northward by tbe West shore of King 
William Island, I bad tbe advantage of knowing what had already 
been found. 

Soon after leaving Cape Herschal the traoca of natives became leas 

Island they ceased altogether. This shore is extremely low, and almost 
utterly destitute of vegetation. Numerous banks of shingle and low 
Islets lie olT it, and beyond these Victoria Strait is ODVered with heavy 
and impenetrable packed Ice. 

When in lat. BB" fl' N., and long. 93° 37' W., we came to a large 
lioat. discovered by Lieutenant Hobson a f^v days prevlonsly, as bla 
notice informed me. It appears that this boat bad been intended Tot 
the aseent of the Fish Kiver, but was abandoned apparently upon a 
letnni Journey Id the ships, the aledge upon which she was mounted 
Iieing pointed In that direction. She measured 23ftet in length, by 7^ 
bet vride, wa.ii most carelblly filled, and made as light as possible, but 
the stedge was of solid oak, and almost ns heavy as the boat. 

A large quantity of elothing was found within ber. also twoliumaa 
■keletona. One of these lay in the after part of the boat, under aplle 
Of clothing i the otber, which was muoli more disturbed, probably by 
udmab, was found In the bow. Five pocket watches, n quantity of 
Gilverepoans and forks, and a few religions books were also fbund, but 
no journals, pocket-books, or even names upon ony articles of clothing. 
Two double-barrelled guns stood upright against the boat's side pce- 
obcs)/wthe/hadbe«nplaetaelev«a years before. One bond lit Melt 
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W35 loaded mnd cocked. There was ammunicioo in abnndaDCG, bIeo 
3'ilh. or iOlb. oT cliooolBte. some teaoad lobacco. Fuel was not want- 
i-Bg: ■ drift tree l«y within 100 ynrda of the boat. Many very lale- 
reitliig relics were bronglit stray by Lieatenant HobEOn. and some few 

On (he 5tll of June I reached Point Victory without haying ftund 
snylbing ftirther. The clothinsi fcc, was seain examined for doon- 
iiient§. notc-booki, he., wtltiout succesk, a record placed In the calm, 
■nd another burled ten feet Iroe ^'D^th of it. 

Nothing wortliy of remark occnned upon my return jnuniey to the 
■hip, which wereaehedon the lath uf Jane, five daya alter Lieutenant 
HobsOQ. 

The shore of King William Island between it> North and West 
extremes. Capes Felix snd Crorier.liaB not been visited by EsqulmauK 
aince the abandonment of the Ertbiis and Terror, ag tlie caiini and 
nrClcieti lying strewed about, whieh arc in their eyea of priceless vatne. 
remain UDtoucbed. 

If the wrecli still remaiDe vi Bible it ii probable she lies on eome of 
the oS'-Iying Islets lo tUe southward between Capee Crazier and 
nerachcl. 

On the 28th of June Captain Yonng and his party returned, bnvlDg 
completed their portion of the aearch, by wlilch ihe Insnlarlty of 
Frinisii of Wales Land was delennined. and the coast line intervening 
between the extreme points reached by Lieutcnantj Osbome and 
Urowne discovered i also between Bellot Strait and Sir James Bom's 
ftlrthest in laiS, at Four Kver Buy. 

Fearing that his provisions might not lost ont the requisite poriod, 
Captain Young lent back four of his men. and for fort^ days journeyed 
on through fogii and gales with but one man and the dugx, building a 
IDOW hut eaoh night ; but few men could aland so long a continnanca 
<rf' labour and privation, and its e9ect upon Captain Yoang was pain- 
fiilly evident. 

lieutenant Kobaon waa unable to etand without as-slslance upon his 
return on board i lie was not in good health when he eommcDCcd his 
long Jonmey, and the sudden severe expOBUrc brought on a serioue 
«ttact of icuryy; yet he also most ably eomplcied Us work; and anch 
facts will more clearly evince the unainctiing spirit with which tho 
Ohject of our voyage has been pursued in these detached duties tban 
any praise of mine. 

We were now. at length, all on board again. As there were some 
Bllgbtcasesofscurvy.allonr treasured rcBoutees of Barton ale, lemon 
Jnlce. and tHIb animal food were put Into requitFitiou. so that in a 
eomparaUvily short time all were restored to sannd health. 

During our sojourn in Port Kennedy we were twice called upon lo 
ibUow s shipmiie to the grave. Mr. George Brandt, englneei', died of 
apoplexy on tbe Oth of Kovember, ISis ; he had been out deor shoot- 
ing several honra that day, and appeared in excellent health. 

On the nth of Juno, IBID, Tbomai BlackweU. ship's steward, 
tied of scurvy ; this man had served in two of the former searching 



Br proved a wami one. We were able to start upon onr 
' bomeward voyage on the Stb of Augost. and although the loss of tlis 
4 engine-driver Id ISAi, and of the engineer In ISAS kit us with on^ 
i two stokers, yet, with their aesi^ancc, 1 was able to dontrol tbe enginet 
I nd Bteam the f^blp up to Fury I'Qint. 
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For six daya we lay there doioly beset, wlien a thanRB of win* 
remoiiag the ice. onr loyage nsa continued almost irithont ttarthcr 
intETtupiion to Godhavpu. in Disco, where W8 urrived oa the STth of 
August, imd were received with great kindneaa by Mr. Oliclc, inapector 
of North Greenlaad, aad the local BUthodtiEa, who ohliglogly Mpplied 

The two Eiqaimauz dc^-driiEiB were now discharged, and on the 
lit of S^tember we sailed Ibr England. 

From nil tliat can bo gleaned Itom the reeofd paper, and Ibe e*i- 
dence aflbrded by the host, and rarious articles of clothing and equi[>- 
ment discovered, H appeals that the aliaodonDHnt of the Ertlata and 
Terror had Ijeen ilellberately arranged, and every elTort eiertcd diuii^ 

It Ih mach to tm apprehended that disease bad greatly reduced tlie 
Btrenglh of all on homed, fir more perhaps than they tiemstlves were 



The most perfect order seeraa to have enisled througliout. 

In order to estend as mnch ad possible the pnhlic utility of tMl 
Toy age. magnetical. meteorological, and other obaerratiODS. aaboervlent 
to scientific porpoies. and for which hislnuoeiita were inpplied (hrongli 
the liberality of the Koyal Society, have been continually and earefliUy 
taken, and every opportunity baa been embraced by the Surgeon, 
D. Walker, M.D,. of forming complete colleclioni in all the Tarlons 
branches of natural history. 

This report would b« Incomplete did I not mention [he obligatiotit 
I have been laid under to the companions of my voyage, both oflloera 
and men, by their zealcns and unvarying support throughout. 

A idling of entire devotion to the cause, which I-ady ITranldin has 
so nobly sustained, and a firm determination to eSect alt that men 
could do, seema to have supported them through every difflooity. 

oonimand, onr email number — tnenly-three in all — would not bun 
solhced for the aucoessful performance of so great a woriL 

F. I,. H'CfclNTOCK. Coftfuin. J!JV". 
Comtnandinff the Final SeaTcMiig SxpfdHion. 
The yacM Fox, II. Y.S^ off Ihe Isle of lUgkt. 



The end of the great, romantic, melancLolj atoty- 
at Arctic Diaoorery has at last arrived. The crea- 
tions of the most vivid imagination are cast into the 
shade bj the terrihle aublimity of the simple narra- 
tive in which Captain M'Cliatoek has recorded the 
Ustory of his search after some tangible traces of the 
I &te of Sir John Franklin's Arctic expedition. Wan- 
L^ksiag on, day after day, through the trackless n'Bat«» 
M-ii that TSdt icy wilderaesB, nhere nature lays aside the 
''int garb wliicb, she wears in the temperate zone, and 

a raiment of bleak and desolate sterility, and battli&f) 

nireiy against the obatao\ea wb.\d\. oiu^osca theniBelvea to 
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the accOMpliahrnpnt of a misaiou, prompted by a noWe 
conjugnl devotion wliicli Las won for the heroic Iftdy who 
now niDuras in assured widowhood a place in the warm 
stiectioDa of every heart, the explofera came at last npon 
a sorrowful evidence that the path which ihey had chosoa 
was lilcely to ]cad to the elucidatian of the mystery whicli 
has been no long for iill EngHshmen aa object of moamii)! 
Bpeculatioa. 

It is now nearly fifteen rears since Sir John Franklta 
and his companions started on that ill-starred expedition, 
the hitherto nndiscoi'ered doom of which has hlled the 
poblic mind with such keen anxiety, and racked so many 
hearts with a despairing sorrow through which some 
ffleams of hope still struggled to the last. The diseorery 
by Captain Ommnnney, in 1860, of traces of an encamp- 
ment at Cape Biley, witli )>raves bearing the names of 
some of the partv, and dated 1846, gave rise to the coa- 
fictioD that the ships had passed up Wellington Channel, 
and the record found by Captain M'Clintock'B party m* 
Point Victory shows that they did pursue this course, and 
then, paaatng down the western aide of Comwallis Island, 
sailed through Onunauney Inlet to the spot where th^ 
were ultimately hemmed in by the ice. Thus far ti» 
aealoue perseverance of our navigators has triumphed over 
apparently insurmountable obstacles, and enabled ns to 
follow the track of the Erebus and Hrror up to the mo- 
ment of their destruction ; and, mournful 03 is the intel- 
ligence which they have now brought to us, affording 
certain confirmation of our fears, it has yet one consoling 
element, which goes far to alleviate our regrets. Few can 
iiBve cherished the hope that the gallant Franklin would 
ever be seen among us again ; and all will be gratified to 
learn that his last moments were clouded by no extraor- 
dinary perils or privatioas, hut that tlie kindly hand of 
death released him from suffering before the commence- 
ment of the terrible trials which awaited his companions, 
bnt which their veteran commander was lees fitted than 
they were to endure. The brave old man has found a not 
inappropriate grave in the region which is indissolubly 
connected with his early fame ; for no Arctic navigatOT 
has added more important contribations to our store of 
knowledge with regard to the sterile shores and frozea 
inlets of the north, or prosecuted his researches under dif>'>i 
ficolties moTO calculated to appal any but the most valiullH 
heart, than he who now sleeps among the iceberga in sMI 
unknown, but not an unhonoured grsTe, V 
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Thus the last ray of ligLt that eould have iUmninated 
the receBBBB of tlioso aorroKful regions, which modera in- 
vestigation has discovered to he darker and more hopclesB 
than the Ultima Thule of ignorant antiquity, has flictered 
and died out. The ashes are bomo home to us ; — at last 
the mystery of Franklin's fateie solved. We kaowwhere 
he died, we know the very day of his death, aad that 
the ardent spirit of John Franklin passed away amid a, 
world of ice and snow. And. indeed, it would seem that 
the trials of his previous explorations, and the anxieties 
attendant upon the beginning of his last search for the 
North-West Paaaage, had proved too much for his iron 
frame before the calamities and disasters for which Cap- 
tain M'Cliutock has prepared us, came upon the rest of 
the expedition. The great navigator died in no sudden 
shock or great diiaster; he waa crushed by no iceberg, 
be did not starve miserably on some wandering ice doe, 
nor did he drift away in storm and ice haze, wmch cast a 
veil so thick around him that the survivors can only say, 
"After thatwe never saw him more." No! hediedsur- 
rounded by comrades, and friends, and in the discharge of 
his duty. So soldier or sailor can desire or hope a nobler 
fate. The condolences and sympathies of a nation ac- 
eorapanjing the sorrows of his widow and the griefs of 
his friends, but it is not altogether out of place for the 
conntry to express its satisfaction that the hves of brave 
sailors were not uselessly saerificed iu a series of eipedi- 
tions which should have borne for their motto, " Hoping 
against hope." So for it is satisfactory to know the 
" Final Search " has proved that Sir John Franklin is 
dead. Alas ! there can be no longer those sad wailings 
from an imaginary Tiutagel to persuade the credulous that 
an Arthur still lives. 

At Point Victory, on the north-west coast of Eing 
"William Island, a record of the proceedings of the Frank- 
lin Expedition waa found, dated April 29th, ISIS, and 
signed by Captain Crozier and Captain Fitzjames. The 
ston' it told appears to have been simple and sad enough 
— Sir John Franklin had died nearly ten months before — 
on the 11th of June, 1847. The Expedition seems thon 
to have worked on ss well as it could, and_, as soon as the J 
ice permitted, to have proceeded with its mission, but 1 
month after month of battle with frost, and ice, and snow I 
passed away — dilBculties no doubt were encounleped 1 
which none of us who sit at home can realise, and on one I 
fsta} day, the 22nd of April, 1848, the JKrebut and thel 
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Terror were abandoned by their crews, fifteen miles 
N.N.W. of Point Victory. The "survivors," wtich ifl a 
termthatindicatcs other losses than tbat of the great aeaioaii. 
who led ttem, to the number of 105, two days after tlie 
abandonment of the Teasels, readied the island, ere:.-ted a 
cairn, concealed the record, and were then about tti pro- 
ceed for the Great Fish Eiver, under the command of 
Captain Orozier. 

Since that day tbey have all shared the fate of tbeit 
chief, dropping down one after another till the last man 
perished. 

For ten years past, all that national aolipitnde aided and 
inspired by the most sacred domestic affection — all that 
the tender human feeling of all nations, and the chival- 
rous rivalry of the Old World and the New, could furnish, 
of zeal, skill, courage, eager daringj and stem endurance, 
to the one great object of seekine out the lost, has been 
wodigally spent ; and as if indeed it were the will of 
Heaven that iu all calamity there should be a blessing, 
we have seen not only our kinsmen beyond the Atlantic, 
but France and Eussio, lending no sterile sympathy to 
our great bereavement. Whenever and wherever the 
story of Franklin and his comrades is told, the names of 
Bellot, of Kane, of Grinnell, will be remembered with 
the names of Eae and Eichardson, of Eoas, of Maclure, 
and M'Clintock. Dr. Eae heard from the Esquimaus 
that the English commander had died of hunger, 
and thirty of his men with him. It is too certain that all 
the survivors from the abandoned ships periaiicd of sheer 
starvation, for there is nothing to show that they suffered 
any violence, or that the term of their sufferings was out 
short by any human hand. What those sufferings must 
have been, and with what unquailing steadfastness en- 
dured, no man from those icy regions shall ever tell, for 
all lay wrapt in ererlasting sleep, secure from harm, long 
months and years before the arm of their country could 
roach them, though again and again it was stretched 
almost within their grasp. But it was not to be. Nor 
was their work accomphsbed when their martyrdom was 
sealed. The example of their lives and deaths is precious 
to Engl and, and to all humanity. 

We have said that their work was accomplished. It 
is to Franklin and his comrades that we owe tho dis- 
covery (by Maclure) of the North- West Passaee, and it 
is on Franklin's track that other and happier expiorers 
have marched to the conquest of uopitying science. The 
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vojogo of tlie gallant little yaclit Fox is not amonff tlie 
louat glorious episodes of a sad and splendid Btory. Who 
can foreet that it was the wifa, now too surely tlie widow, 
of Frflofclin, wlioae oommiiisioii the noble-hearted aeainan 
bore who was destined to bring home the final message 
fiom the dead P Not only haa " the feeling of entire de- 
votion to the canae which Lady Franklin has ho nobly 
snstamed, and a firm determination to do all that men 
could do," ae Captain M'Clintock, with tlie frank oim- 
plioity and truthriilnesa of a seaman, declares, supported 
nim and hia yompanions through every diiEoulty, Dut it 
has enabled them, in dethched parties, by sledge journeys, 
to add to former discoveries " eight mindred miles of 
coast line," and tlius, writes Captain M'Chntock," to unite 
tlie osplorations of the former searching espeditiona to th« 
North and West of our position with those of James Hosa, 
Dease, and Bae to the South." Neither fog, nor gale, 
nor wasting sickness, nor long privation, nor severe suffer- 
ing, nor imminent peril, could for a moment daunt or 
weaken the " enthusiastio spirit " nnd the " cheerful obe- 
dience " of these last of the Arctic discoverers. 



To the foregoing narrative we must add the following 
faithful copies of the contents of the two papers above- 
mentioned, and the list of articles brought home. 
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26th April. lB4a, H.M. pliipa Terror tmi Erfbusviae dewrledon the 
SSnd of April, 5 leKguea KN.W. ofUda, having beta beaet eluce IStli 
Sept. 1S4G. The officers and crewg conaiating of 109 eoula. nndcr Die 
eonuDtcd of Captain F. U. M. Cmiier, landed hrre in lat. (19° ST' iz", 
laog. 08° *i-' W. Tbla paper wu found by X-ieut. Irvingt under the 
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DUirn mppoKdto bare been built by ^IrJnmesRou In 18Sl,ibnrmflu 
to Iha Horthward, where it had been depOBiied by tlie Ute cijimnaiidec 
Care in June l^^^'- Sir Jumes Rc»b's plilat has not howeier bean 
found, in d the paper boe been transfemd to this poritlna. wbloh ia 
tliat in wbtch Sir JamcB Eom'b pHlnr was erected. Sir John Fninkbn 

dition baa been to tbls date 9 officers and Is men. 

F. R. M. Crorier, Captain and Senior Officer, and James Fitigamej, 
Captain HJL abip Jirebia, start lo-moirow, 2eib, for Back's Fkh 
Jliver. 



JBelies Irouqhtfrom tie B«ai found in Lat. 69° 8' 43" iK, 
Zona. 99° 24' 43" IT., upon the West Coast qf King 
William's Island. May 30. 1859. 

Two double-barretlod gniu — one barrel in each is loaded. 
found Htandiug up B^inBt the side in the after part of 
the boat. 

In one parcel. — A small Prayer-Boole ; eorer of a small 
book of "Family Prayers;" "Christian MelodieB," an in- 
scription within the cover to "G. G." (Graham GoroP); 
" Viear of Wakefield ;" a small Bible, interlined in many 
plaoeB, and with numerons references written in the mar- 
gin ; a New Testament in the French lan^uaEe. 

Tied together. — Two table-knires with white handles 
—one is marked " W. B. ;" a gimlet, an awl, two iron 
etancheons, nine inches long, for supporting a weather 
doth wbiflli was round the boat. 

Tied together. — 26 pieoes of silver plate — 11 spoons, 11 
forks, and 4 teaspoons, 3 pieces of thia elm board (tingles) 
for repairing the boat, and measuring 11 by 6 inches, and 
S-lOths inch thick. 

All wrapped up in a piece of canvas. — Bristles for shoe- 
makers' use, buUetfl, short clay pipe, roll of waKod twine, 
a wooden, button, ^nall piece of^a port-fire, two ohat^es of 
shot tied up in the finger of a kid glove, tied up in a 
fragment of a seaman's blue scrgo frock. CoTeraofasmali 
Testament and Prayer-Book, part of a grass cigar-oase, 
fragment of a silk handkerchief, thread-case, piece of 
scented soap, three shot charges in kid-glove nngers, a 
belted bullet (tied together in a piece of silk pocket-hand- 
terchief ), 3 pairs of goggles, made of stout leather, and 
wire gaoze, instead of glass; a sailmaker's palm, 2 small 
brass pocket conjpa3ses,asnooding line rolled up on a piece 
of leather, a needle and thread-case, a bayonet-scabbard 
altered into a sheatli for a knife, tin watar-bottle for the 
pocket, 2 shot-poDches (full of shot). 

In oanras. — Three spring books of sword belts, a gcAd 
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lace band, a piece of tUia sold twist ov cord, a pair of 
leather gogglea, with crape instead of glass, a small green 

Wrapped togetlier in eanvaa. — Two BmaJl packets of 
lilank cartridge in green paper, part of a cherry stick pipe 
Btem, piece of a port-fire, a few copper nails, a leather 
bootlace, a seaman's claap knife, 2 small glass stoppered 
bottlea (full) placed in a medicine chest, 3 glasses ot spec- 
tacles, part of a broken pair of silrer spectacles, German 
ailTcr peocilcase, pair of silrer (f) forceps, such as a na- 
tnraliat might nae for holding or seizing small insects, &c.; 
a, small puir of scissors roUed'up in blBuk paper, and to 
■which adheres a printed Goveminent paper such as an 
officer's warrant or appointment, a spring hook of a sword 
belt, a brass charger for holdiag two charges of shot. 

Wrapped together in eanvflfl. — A small bead pmrae, 
piece of red sealingwas, stopper of a pocket flaak, German, 
silver top and ring, brass raatoh-bos, one of the glasses of 
a telescope, a small tin cylinder, probably made to hold 
Incifer matches, some of the loose grains of shot have 
been pnt into it ; a linen bag of percussion caps of three 
sizes, and very large and old-fashioned kind, stamped 
" Smith's patent ;" a cap with flange similar to the pre- 
sent musket caps used by Government, but smaller ; ajid 
ordinary sportini; caps of the smallest size. 

Five watches in a paper packet. 

A pair of blue glass spectacles, or goggles, with steel 
frame, and wire j;auze encircling the glasses, in a tin case. 

A pemraican tin, painted lead colour, and marked " E " 
(Erebus) in black ; from its size it must have contained 
20 or 22 lbs. 

Tffo yellow glass beads, a glass seat with symbol of 
Freemasonry. 

A 4-inch block strapped, with copper hook and thimble, 
probably for the boat's sheet. 

That Sir John Franklin followed Uterally his instruo- 
lions is now quite clear. He succeeded in ascending 
Wellington Channel and making his way bock sonthward 

f coasting Corawallis Island ; but what is singolar is 
no records were found deposited anywhere along 
iJvam Martin's Channel aad on Byam Martin's Islan<t 
which, it may be remembered, was th& winter quarterB 
of Sir Edward Belcher in 1853-54, and where the Seto- 
late was abandoned in May, 1854. 

At page 153 (wnie). Sir John Elchardson states that 
Fnoikiin'B pJaus were to bIib.^ hia course in the first in- 
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atacce for tbo neiglibourliooii of Cape Walker and to push 
to the weatn-ard in that parallel, or if that could not be 
accomplished to make his Tray southward, to the channel 
discovered on the north coa^t of the aontiuent, and bo on 
to Behring'a Straita. 

The remarka I made at page 203 aeem to be borne 
out by the accounts received, namely, that should their 
provisiona hecome inadequate to another winter's eon- 
Buraption, they would not remain longer hy their ships, 
hut in one body or in aeveral the oIBcerB and crewa, with 
boats cut domk so as to he light enough to drag over the 
ice, they would endeaTour to make their way aouthward 
to the main land. 

Neitlier Captaiu Crozier nor Captain FitejaTnes had any 

Srevious knowledge of the localities in which, upon aban- 
oning their ship, they were thrown. Even in the face of 
the knowledge of the digaatrous former land journey of 
Franklin, the party of surtivors, on leaving their snip, 
aeem to have oeen making their way in the direction of 
the Great Fish EiTer, which had heen explored and 
described by Capt. Back and Dr. Eiag. thus falsifying the 
opinion advanced (p. 165) by Sir James Koas, that he "could 
not conceive any position in which they could be placed' 
from which they would make for the Groat Fish River." 

It is much to be regretted that the repeated offers of 
Dr. Eing to conduct a party np this river in search had 
not been accepted when made. It would have determined 
earlier this lotig souj;ht question of their fate, and might 
have resulted in saving a few Uvea, seeing that many of 
the party appear to have lingered on until the spring of 
1850. Muca espenditure in the later expeditions would 
also have been aaved, and their despatch rendered unne- 
ceaaary had earUer inteUigence been received of the fate 
of Franklin's party. 

Captain Sir George Back, in his letter {p. 171), overlooked , 
altogether the contmgency, which occurred, of the death of , 
Sir -John Franklin, and the charge of the party falling into 
other hands. 

"We now know all that ever will be known of Sir John 
Franklin's fate, and it would ba difficult to imagine a more 
touching story than that given to the world by Captain 
M'Clintock, commander of the Unal aearchiug expedition. 
It is alwaya better to know the worst, and even thougji 
we Lad long ceoaed to expect any positive information ag 
to the fate of those heroic men who had ventured their 
lives in the cause of science, there is, at least, a bitter 
consolation in knowing that all has been, d^nw ^.Wi. ^^ks^^ 
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be done, even thoui^li the result but comeB to confirm the 
worst apprelieiisioQs. In the glorious list of Enrland's 
heroes the name of Sir John Franklin must ever hold a 
oonspicuouB position. It was not for him to die, lite 
Wolfe or Nelson, with the welcome shout of victory ring- 
ing in liis ears. He bad not gone forth, at the head of a 
British fleet to win a conqueror's fame in battle againat 
England's foea. But t!ie errand on which he went required 
till the daring, all the skill, and all the patience which are 
ever found united in a great captain. He went out to 
eeet what many before him had sought in vain — tbeKortb- 
west Passage. Suacefls would make no change in the 
political arrangements of the nations of Europe. It would 
not touch the balance of power. It would not add one 
square inch of territory to the vast poBseBsions of Queen 
victoria; but it would add, perliapa, one new diseovery 
to the grand assemblage of ecientiflo tracks which the 
world owes to the daring enterprise of Englishmen. The 
foreigner who said of the charge at Balaklava, " c'etf 
maynifique., mats ce n'e*( point la guerre," might also liave 
aoarveliod at the spirit which had led us to sacrifice so 
many valuable lives for so barren an object; and true it 
ia tukt tiie disoorery has cost us dear. It Has cost us the 
life of Sir John Franklin and the lives ofall who sailed with 
him in that periloas expedition. It is true, moreover, tbat 
we can never aflbrd to waste the life of a single brave 
SJngliahmau, and yet there is but one answer to any who 
ask us why we permit such waoton sacrifices, and that 
Buswer is to be found in Canada, in Indijt, and ia the 
colonies we have planted in every quarter of the globe. 
We love enterprise for its own sake, even if the result be 
a barren one ; whenever a field is open for daring Bod 
NLternrise an Englishman is ready to offer his eervioes. 
If it be a fiiult, it is a fault on the right side, and on the 
whole the gain has far exceeded the loss. 

" This ia a Had but glorious tale. It is sad to think tbat 
we have lost so many brave men; that far away, amid froot 
and snoiv, in the dark inhospitable north, heroic English- 
men have givoa up their precious livea — a costly sOCTifio' 
to science. And yet a gleam of pridelights up our sorrow, 
for all England delights to hold in honour the memory (rf 
llK)se who have given to the world such an example of 
Msergy and enterprise. It is not without a sense of relief 
that we welcome back Captain M'Clintock and his gallant 
companions. Wo now feel that our dutj in this matter il 
accomplished — that the ttath is knotrii, and the last sacrir 
• .--The rimes. 
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The history of the recovery of the Sesoluie, and the 
graeefnl return of that ship to the British nation by the 
TJnited Stat-CB' Government, ie a feature of Arctio history 
deserrinR of permanent record in these pages. 

The Resolute was one of the vesHets abimdoned W Sir 
Edward Belcher, beinf? frozen up in 77° latitude, off Byam 
Martin's Island, in May, 1854. She was picked up sixteen 
mouths afterwards, in lat. 66° Sff, long. 64°, by an American 
whaler in Davis' Strait, having drifted about 1200 milea 
through Barrow's Strait and Baffin's Bay. The following 
is the captain's account of the finding oi tlie ship, and the 
diffioultiea lie experienced in bringing her into jwrt : — 

.On the loth of September, 1855. latitude 67° N., and 
while in this field of iee. Captain Buddington discovered a 
ship in thrt distance, bearing north-east, about twenty 
miles from Cape Mercy. He ascended the rigging of his 
craft, and, looking at her through the glass, pronounced 
her, from her appearance, to be an abaudoned vessel. For 
five days we were in sight of one another. On the sixth 
day after malting the discovery, and when the ship was 
about seven miles off, Oi^tain B. ordered the two mates 
and two of the crew to proceed to the abandoned vessel 
across the packed ice, and, after inspecting her, to return 
to the bark as soon as practicable. 

Soon after the departure of the party a south-eaatar 
sprung up, and in consequence thereof no communication 
was Imd with tho^e on board the ship for two days. As 
soon as the wind subsided, and it was safe for the pu^ 
to retrace their steps, they left the ship ; ani after a 
tedious and bard march, arrived on board of the bark in 
safety. They immediately represented the facta to Cap- 
tain Buddington, saying that the abandoned vessel was 
her Britannic Majesty's shin Resolute. The captain, 
knowing the history of Sir Edward Belcher's es:pedition 
to the Polar seas, at once divined the reasons of the vessel 
being loft in that condition ; and, knowing that the safe 
conveyance of that vessel to some port would be better 
than catching whales, and knowing wifhaJ that it would be 
quite a piece of glory to hand back to the Britishers a 
vessel long since abandoned by them as being lost to 
the Queen a service for ever, determined at dl hazards to 
try the bold and arduous task. Accordingly, he sent hia 
mate back with sii men, giving them instructions to free 
tlie ship of the water with which, she was burthcned, and 
signalize their suooess to him. If they did not succeed ia J 
freeing the vessel, they were to hoist a signal, wherei^oa A 
the captain himself would proceed to their aid. ,■ 

The next morning the BignnlwaaWia^i lot ^i^s.^JE^H«vs^J 



284 fBOQaSBB OZ abotio sisoo^bbt. 

on board ttie Besohife. Takinfj two men with him, and 
leaving the hark in charge of thu second mate, the captain. 
Btartett, oa the 10th of September, to the relief of his 
comrades. After a hard day's traTelhng orer ice and 
througli pools of water, half frozen, the iittle parly auo- 
ceeded in. rcacUag tho Eesolaie in perfect safety. 

He eommeneed immediately to search tlie vesspl, in 
order to ascertain if she was seaworthy. On descending 
the hold it was found fnil of water to tn.e floor of the first 
deck, or about seven feet of water was discoyered to be in 
the ship. The pnmps were then visited. One of them, 
which was a force-pump of very great power, was rigged. 
Mid the following morning was got in working order. A 
gang of men were then set to work, and for three days the 
pumps were kept going. Fourteen hours out of the 
twenty-four were consumed in thus freeing tlie vessel. 
On the third day all the water waa cleared from the hold, 
and the attention of tho captain was turned towards extri- 
cating the prize from the dangerous position she was then 
placed ia. 

The appearance of things on board, as represented by 
Captain Buddington, when he had leisnre to examine the 
vessel, was doleful in the extreme. The cabin was strewed 
vrith books, clothing, preserved meats, interspersed here 
and there with Ium])3 of ice. There was one thing, how- 
ever, wliich strack Captain B. aa being very remarkable, 
and for which probably no satisfactory e:fplanatiou can be 
Even ; and this was the presence of ice for several feet in 
thickness on the larboard aide, while there was not a par- 
ticle on the starboard. The only argument that can be 
presented to explain this curious freak of the elements is, 
that the Sesolate, lying with her head to the eastward 
for probably more than a month, received the direct raya 
of tnc sun on the starboard quarter, and nowhere else, 
and thns a daily warmtli was imparted U> this side of the 
ship, while the other side, being without this heat, became 
as solidified with ice as though the sua never shone on it. 
There was scarcely anything on board the abandoned 
vessel that was not more or less destroyed. There was a 
great lack of fuel on board, although, in the conrse of the 
search throughont the vessel, a little coal was discovered 
I in. the hold, but the quantity was very small and entirely 
Irinadequate to supply the vessel more than a week. Ofpro- 
l.fUions there was enough perhaps to last a crew of seventy - 
" n (the number originally carried by the Rssolufe) 

a months. The aalt meats were the only articles 

,, jre at all in a state o^ ^Te%tt^a.t\<ni. &je\Ything 

id^one to decay. Even ftifi sXiv^'a sK^'ia ^ooniN^'wiwa. j 
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decks were so rotten that the Bailors could thrust their 
fingers through them like bo much hrown paper. 4n 
attempt was Buhaequently made to rig a topmast atudding 
Bail out of some of the canvas found saturated with water ; 
but it blew out of the gearing, and was acottored to the 
winds like chafi". The lower hold waa found to contain 
the library of one of the officers of the eipeditioD, valued 
at mote than 200/. The books were entirely valuelesa 
when discovered by Captain Buddington, and aubsequently 
thrown overboard as worthless rubbish. 

The Resolute bein^ entirely free of water, preparations 
were made to bring the ship to the United States, Cap- 
tain B. decided to sail the Teasel himself, and accordingly, 
taking eleven men with him &om his own bark, he beean 
in good earneat to release the abandoned vessel from her 
ice-bound situatioa. The rigging had to be hauled taut, 
and the aails put in order, before he eould venture to atart. 
This Job occupied some time, but waa sacceaafully accom- 
phshed. Captain B. waa iu a great dilemma for proper 
navigating instruments. His compass was veiT uncertain, 
and not at all trustworthy ; he was without a chronometer, 
and he had no other map or chart to steer by than a rough 
outline of the great North American coast, drawn on a 
sheet of foolscap. With hia lever watch, a quadrant, and 
a miserable compass, the brave fellow bade adieu to his 
comrades in the hark Oeorge Senry, and trusting to Pro- 
vidence and his experienco in those latitudes, prepared to 
bring home the prize he had so cleverly won. 

From the time that Captain. Buddington. took cha^e of 
the Resolute, up to the 16th of October, she continued to 
drive in a south-west direction, with the pack of ice, when 
she sneceeded in getting clear. Wishing to he in company 
as long as possible with the bark. Captain B. waited ontsiile 
of the floe three days with the hope of meeting her ; but 
the vessels missed one another, and did not meet again. 

While waiting here for the George Henry, the British 
bark Aliert hove in sight, and, on being signalled, came 
alongside the Resolute. The news of tlie recovery of the 
Resolute was communicated to Captain Stuart, of the Bri- 
tish bark, and a pair of Captain Kellet's epaulettes, found 
on board the abandoned vessel, were entrusted to him by 
Captain Buddington, with instructiona to have them for- 
warded to the owner as speedily as possible. A letter for 
the onuera of the George Seary, informing them of what 
had occurred, waa also placed in the hands of Captain S., 
who promised to mail it immedintely on hia nrrivnl m Great 
BriUun. This letter reached the owners of the bark, at New 
london,Coaoeoticut, long betcretW Resolute WTO «*.'&*»»- 
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Short-handed, pporly rigged, and unfitted for the long 
Toyage aa the BeeoUte was, CaptaiE Bnddington found it 
no osay taak to bring the ahip into port The baUast tanks 
had horst in the hold lon^r before he came va pOESeseioit 
of luT, rendering her very light, and apt to roll heavily ia 
the trough of the sea. Gale after gale was experienced; 
vet the brave fellow laboured day and night, and ivaa at 
last successful in the praiseworthy efibrt made to rescna 
the abandoned veaBel, driving across the mouth of North- 
utnborlttnd Inlet down to Cape Eliiabeth. The open sea 
was gained, and on the 20th of October the hometrarct 
voyage commenced. After a succession of strong gales 
and head winds, the New London lighthouse was made on 
the 24th of December, and the voyage wbh suecesEfully ao- 
complished with twedit to all concerned. 

There was a period in the history of the brief voyage 
when the lives of all on board hung by a thread, aEi its 
were. When a little to the north of the banks of New- 
foundland, the Sesohite came in contact with an iceberg 
about 150 feet in height, on the top of which there was 
a detached piece of ice of many tons weight, and which 
the captain expected every moment would tumble down 
npon the vessel and sink the prize so gallantly obtained. 
So great was the danger, that the boats were all in 
readiness to push oS, should the overhangiug glacier ba 
precipitated upon thum. However, after a great deal of 
careful working and hard labour, the danger was cleared, 
and the star of success once more shcme orilljantly upon 
tike hardy and intrepid mariners. 

On the part of the American Congrean, a very graceinl 
act foUowed. It was resolved by the Senate and Goase 
of Kepresentativcs to appropriate a sum of '10,000 dollars 
to the purchase of the Resolute, with all the armament, 
equipment, and prpper^p on board. This done, the ship 
was moved into one of the navy -yards of the United Statea, 
and there fully repaired and equipped, and then despatched 
to England as an ofiering of goodwill and friendship itota 
the United States to Great Britain. On the ISth of No> 
veinber the Besolule commenced her homeward voyatfe^ 
[ and on the 12th of December she reached Spithesd. Sm 
arrived under American colours, but as soon as elie let eo 
her anchors, the Euglisb was run up alongside of tEe 
American ensign. Every care has been taken that ineo- 
nuily could devise to replace everything on board in uie 
same condition as when the ship was abandoned by tba 
Arctic adventurers. The Sesolvte, indeed, is, in all pro- 
b^iljtj, as sound aad aeawoi^k^ ia v^t^ respect as wbim. 
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she Esilediu 1862 from the British akores upon her last PolaE 
adventure. 

Captain. E. J. Hartatoin, who bronght her home, ■vros 
the otfieeF who went; out to Boffin's Bay in charge of the 
American relief expedition, for Dr. Kane and hia party, 
consisting of two vesBela, the ArcUf and Seleaae. Thesa 
tesscIb left New York on the 4ith Juae, 1855, and pene- 
trated as far aa 78° 31)" north latitude, to Smith's Sound, 
without fteeing any of the ^rty. But on returning sooth- 
ward to LieTtly. or Good Hftven, on the 13th September, 
they were boarded by Dr. Kane in a boat, that officer 
having abandoned his ship, tlie Advance, in 82° 30' and 
made hia way southward over 1300 miles of ice, bringing 
back all but three of his party ; and those died from nvat- 
bites. Captain Hartstein, talung the adTenturera on board. 
Bet sail on the 13th September, and reached New York on 
the 11th October. 

On the 20th December, Captain Hartateinandhisofficera 
were entertained at the Admiralty House by the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, Sir G«OTgo Seymour, K.C.B. ; the Ame- 
rican Conaul and Yice-Conaul for the port and district, and 
a pliant circle of naval officers were among the guests. 

The Captain paid a viait to the Premier, at Broadlands, 
and returned charmed with the cordiahty of his boat. On 
the 23rd he received a deputalion from the Liverpool 
Shipownera' Association, and in .reply to their address 
made a neat speech — 

" To B( . 

tioQ would hnl fttUv mure!, —^ ,_—. 
«theGovH 

MntBtiTe I iiawblivs the honour to be. Heetiiig ;du us delegntea tyam 
tbe sblpownen of the greHtesI commerdkl city of the United Klngilom, 
I rqjolce at the kindly feeling tha» Dtunfevlcd fat a nkiion with whom 
interests yon are bo intimately connected. In my present mlaslon to 
your Gove^I^l«l^ you can read Ihe spirit of AmoricaBB lowBtdB the 
people ol thJB country, and can easily belleyc that your happy allutllBI 
to the oiBtual bonds of origin and a community of feeling between ni 
will meet wlih a cordial reaponse. The advancement of BCienta and 
the arts, to which both nationa have, in a spirit of geaerons rivalry. Ky 
greatly contribated, have cbonged oar ancient geogntphical pontioa. 
Hiles and secondii have twconie alinoM aynonymoua vrordx, and now 
the iron meMengen of our commerce Uy lite steam shuttles, wealing 
between us a fabric of mutual intetCBt. May that spirit of friendly 
emulalion, eoterpriKe, and euligbteneil purpoae. which has given to our 
■hipping loteraita the diitlnguiahed place they occupy throughout the 
tmlveiae, ever oontlaoe." 

The Mayor and Corporation of Portsmouth gave them a 
gnmd banquet at the Portland Hotel, Soathsea. Mr. 
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H, Grinnell, of New York, was an honoured finest ; and 
B large and distinguished company ^rcre also assembled. 

Mr. CrOBkey, the American Consul at Southarapton, 
inS:de sn excellent speech, one or two passsgea of which 
aic worth placing on record : 

" Even in tWi act [the gifl of flie nesMvleJ Kcjlnnd innst llnd the 
Imprint of B kindred race ; and when Eslled npoa to point to thit 
wliicli the TOnsidere her greatest lionour. she can, liko tlie raothBT of 
the Gracchi of ol J. point tdtli Bflcctionale pride to herngw iUll-ffrown 
offeprinf — America — and say, ' In the viaorous growth of my child, 

I And my ctiiuf glory." Yej, England eliould glory i" America's prM- 
perity. America i^oIccb when ihe hea™ of the increaBs of BriUdi 
prosperity Hod the exlension of British empire in a legitimato dlroo- 
tion, for the luion-a Uiut euoh exteoEion ia accompanied hy thiue 
emblems of civilization, the Bihle, the newspayi^r, and the ploogli — 
Bhe knovrs that irherercr the baunor of St. George waves there will be 
found freedom of opinion, fVeedan of speech, personal liberty, and that 
nnlveraal henefacMir of manlitnd — commerce i and therefore Bha re- 
ji^ces. Why should not England also r^oiceifnewlerritory he placed 
nudcrthe benign hiluence of our iostitutioua, which ensure like bene- 
fit to the world at large, and give self-government to and develop ths 
natural rcsourcee of the conntries that m«y join onr UnloD ? Tfaa 
world is large enough for both nations to lUlfil their respective maol- 
feal dcBtiuIea without coming into conllicl with eaih other. The Eait 
seems pecnluirly Che field of action, wherein the civlliilng duties of 
England must continue to be employed. The West would appear to 
be. both geographii^ly and othenvise, the sphere in wldch America 
rather than England should eieroiee Ihe inSuenoe which the Anglo- 
Baxon race hare never failed to exeiolse amongst seml-barbanHK 
people, or over imdeveloped countries- At all fivents. while tha 
feelings of tlio two cuud tries are now warmed towards each alher by tliia 
happy event, it becomes the duty of both not only to foster the present 
lUndly feelings, bat to adopt lucli course as will guard against any- 
tliing that may tend to disturb them. Let us hear no more talk of 
war between England and America. If the words should be uttered 
or printed, let ns relhae to bear them or to see them. Let each IM 
chary of the other's honour and feelings as our own." 

The Queen and Prince Albert viaited tlie ahip, asd, on 
Iteing presented to the QuecD, Captain Hartstein addressed 
Jier aa follows ; — " Allow me fo welcome your MQJeBty on 
lioard the Resolute, and, in obedience to the will of mj 
countrymen and of the President of the United States, to 
restore her to you, not only as an evidence of a friendly 
feeling to your sotereignty, bat as a token of love, admi- 
ration, and respect to your Majesty personally." 

The Qneen seemed touched by the manly simplicily of 
this frank and aailoriike address, and replied, witn a gra- 
cious smile, " I thank you, sir." 

The royal party^ tlien went over the ship and examined 
her with manifest interest, 
Ja the course of explainkig t\e c\iK^^ "SToy^a i^^ife. 
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the latter remarked tliat Lady Franklin was very desirous 
of another expedition goin^ oat, to whict Captain Hart- 
Btein replied, " thai it did not Borpriae him, for he thought 
it very possible that Franklin or some of liia componiona 
might still be alive among the Esquimaux." 

Captain Hartatein was invited by the Queen to dine and 
to spend the night at Oabome ; and all the officers were 
permitted to visit the palace and grounds, a privilege of 
which they availed themselves. Among the stores found 
in the Sesoluie were aeveral puncheons of fine old rum, 
which had been put on hoard in prime condition on her 
leaving "Woolwich for the Arctic regions. One of these 
puncheons was aent by Captain 5af tstein to Frincs Albert 
as a reUe. 

The Resolute waa visited during her stay at Portsmouth 
by Lady Franklin and her niece, and by Captain M'Clin- 
tock, Captain Sadler, Captain Kichards, Lieutenant Fim, 
and other Arctic explorers. On Christmas-day the whole 
of the crew who brought her over were rezuled with an 
excellent dinner at the George Hotel, at the expense of 
the British Government. 

Having fulSUed the kindly mission on which they bad 
been sent, Captain Hartstcin, his oflieers and crew, left on 
their return for the United States, in the American steamer 
Washington, from Southampton, highly delighted with 
their reception. 

To use tlv words of a naval officer (Captain Becker) who 
has paid much attention to the investigation from first to 
last,— 

The question of the Worth-west Passage, which has oc- 
cupied the attention of this country for many years, has 
at length been set at rest, and its discoverer. Sir Hobert 
M'Clure, has received his just reward. But few victories 
of any kind are gained without their price ; so this conten- 
tion with thick-nbbed ice ia Arctic seas has cost us dearly 
in the loss of Franklin, and the eallant hand of seamen hj 
whom he was accompanied. A strange fatality has fol- 
lowed them. "With all our efforts we have been unable to 
succour tliem in their diatresa. The different routes which 
they might have adopted to effect their object— the ever- 
changing condition of the ice through which they had to 
penetrate, now an-eating their progress, and now encou- 
raging it by a tempting lane — the risks, the delays, the 
accidents to which all navigation is ever hable, — all these 
have contributed to bewilder ua in attempting to form a 
conclusion as to where Franklin would most probably be 
found, as to where or in what direction assistance should. 
he sent, and he lelt UB aotlung to g;i».&e "oa. 
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The sevorol relief expeditions sent out to find him have 
ril lamentably ftdlrd m their object, and tile tidioKB of 
the fate of the lost ones t« meagre in the extreme, iliiii 
enoiif;h the TOyB^ea and joumeyB have been in tfaeii 
contributions to geograpiij, but sadly deficient in thota 
results for -whiob ■fliey were destined— the saving of Frank- 
lin and his compaJiiona. 

Although these efforts hare onhappily not been crowned 
with the success they deacrred, they have nevertheless led 
to the aolntion of tie Rreat geographical problem which 
n long engaged the attention of the world, and have thus 
secored to onr country ao honourable diatinction in the 
aecomplislunent of an enterprise Trhich through euccessire 
reigns and for nearly three centuries had heretofore baf- 
fled every attempt. 

In December, 1856, a memorial tros presented to the 
Lords of the Admiralty, by Dr. King and lieutenant 
Fim, Hsldng for a final eipuditian, which seta out as fal- 
lows: — 

■■ Mt Lobds, — Thai season of the year le rnpidly approsching wlien 
the Ic7 fettcm of ilia Arctic regionB are loosenul, onrt iIib Folar Seaia 
open Ui ■ further si^areli Ibr tlie remalDa of the Frulilin expedition. 
OigOBtic exertknii bare been alieadf made, but In all theec Tut oSbrtt 
there lias been a want of compreheneiveneM, wliloh it has since been 
proreil eould onlj result In utter failure. 

" But traces have hccn found— death traeos, it is to be deplored — 
□f the gallant Sir J. Franklin and hi» noble band; tracer thatjiojiit to 
the whereabouts of the mifialng ships vbich eaUfd with tt much giory 
to euTj ontthe soientlflcaBrveyprapDnnded bj your lordships. Sinca 
these traces have been found, yonr lordships bare taken no stepa to- 
wards a fall eud comprehenaJre nearcli, and until your lordship* riiall 
Ibllow up these traces to the uttemioat, WBTentnreTespecIftilly to state 
onr opintan that a Main is stamped on onr nntional tionoar. We. 
tbeFe1i>re, Implore yoor lordships to take into four conaidentloa a 
omnprehenslTt plan, nbicb we now lay before you. and whlcb m 

been before brought under your lordships' notice. Wb propo« to 
maie a couibioed olTort by sea and by laud — by eea. through Barrowt 
Strait and dawn Feel's Sound i by land, aeross the eonlhient of Aui^- 
t1« and down Gr^at Fish 111 ver— meeting at the magnetic vo\e. 

"id npon the land journey barl; canoa," 

Lieutenant Pirn in a pamphlet gives an epitome of the 
■"" "id the renewed efforts to which in his opinion, it 
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*m7 other dlreotJon, one season wmAS mate 
■' ' Tftaf, above all, there ia Erea^ ^oe* otto 
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bdng the cane, it b seKed — 1. Whether Ic is sot s disboniiar M permit 
nncertalnty apon Ihig pnral; nationtkl queniOD, uxl to illon the 
honoured Bsmei of FnnkltB, CroiiBT, uid others to lie brimilgd with 
cBiinibBllini ? S. Whether It is not an imjieraOvB auty to collect 
every reeon] of the sufferiogs of this heroic band, to form a pa^ in 
history for theliutructiaoof EBglKBd*!! rBlnrenHiB? 3. Wixtiier il ia 
not conaietent with the chuaeter of Bnghilunen to fixibh what tew 
been begun, and not to leave a rery sniail »poce unciplored As a per- 
petaal rspnitch, eapedally when that Email space is knoiim to contain 
the lecret vhich the nalkiB hat a long tried Is Titn to Eolre? And, 
laitlT, whether tiie pnblic nil] allow themeclvci to be itlgiDsiiiel as 
wanting In ■ gTslltude. faith, and honour' towarda tluMe lieroio ib«> 
who wHUngly Imperilled ttwii lives for their Gounlry's glorr.by leaving 
a doobt whether their fate be almost worse tlian death — staverf 
amouest the Esquimau!' The senthneQls of oar Traasatlantla 
brethren on Uiii Butdeot arc vrtU knoitn, and t^ie rextoration of tha 
Jtiaolult complete for Aiotie lErvtee ie a mD9t signiCeiuit hint." 

Besiden these coHBideratione, it iraa orged that tha 
honour of the ^roat«at ot navnl powers would he dimmed 
Had tamiiihed iT, after sending out so many costly oxpedi* 
tiona into indefiiiite fields of s^arcli, it neglected to make 
this further small eSbrt in a locality wliich ia deCnite and 
well ascertained; thattjic question of whether Franklia 
had not discovered the only aritikble north-west paeeage 
ia involved in t!ie procedure ; and that it is desirable t* 
remove, if poseible, tlio imputation which the story nar- 
rated to Dr. £.ae casta upon the laemonr of those who 
ore alleged to have perished on Montreal Islaud — namdy, 
tha^t the condition of the bodies aud the contents of the 
iettlea showed that tbey had finally resorted to taonibalism. 

A memorial signed by tliirty-six eminent seientific men 
was presented to Lord Palmereton in the summer of 1856, 
urKiniT him, on the oomprehenaive grounds which irers 
'Stated in the document, to despatch another expedititHi " to 
satisfy the honour of our country, and to olear up a mystery 
which has elicited the sympathy of the civiliRed world," 

Besides the scientific men of this country, the learned 
aud venerable Baron Aleiandej Yon Humboldt has ex- 
pressed his interest in aud warm approval of a " last ell'ort" 
being mada to " clear up the mystery which has escited 
the sympathy of the civilized world." Inaletti^r to Lieu- 
tenant Pim, dated December 9, 1866, he says— 

" Ib it posulhle that, after so many gi^neroua aacrificea made by two 
nations of the same rioe, having in their poweMion part of the pro- 
perty knoiva to belong to those viElims of shipnTCC): — after having 
redaccd to such a small space the country tc be Marched — Is It poa- 
aible, I repeat, that thoy do not add a Inst effort, periloua as !s every, 
thing great and liazardoas, for the sotntlonof this sorrowful problem? 
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d to gain. There ij In this enlerpriae an interei 



v^nb. ennoblM and coh- 



FailmB in movinf; the (JoTernment to any further 
efforts, Lady Franklin determined to despBtcli at ber own 
private eost the expeditioa uiuter Captain M'Ciintock, the 
BUocessful result of which I hive already recorded. 

The observations i^hich I K^de in the Frefaee to the 
eighth edition of this work, puolbhed in 1857, may be re- 
produced here, since the prediction haa been fully verified : 

" Very little more will probably have to be added to the 
BoroU 01 Aictic Discovery. We may posaibly hereafter 
obtain Bome more full details as to how long Franklin and 
hifl followers clung to their shipB ; where they abandoned 
them ; and how the survivors prosecuted their journey to 
the mainland; and, one by one died of starvation. These 
particulars may by chance be discovered through some 
stray journal, found by some bold adventurer undertaking 
the search. But we can hope for nothing more. The 
chart of the Arotio regions is no longer a blank ; we Lave 
at least filled up the coast outlines of the American con- 
tinent and its adjacent straits and bays ; and thus much 
has been gained for Science, although at a heavy outlay 
and fearful risk. These laurels can at least be wreathed 
round Britannia's sceptre." 

Of tlie many heroes of Arctic history mentioned in 
these pages, most have achieved for themselves a high 
reputation, and rapid promotion bos followed their perilous 
services. Some have received more distinguished honorary 
and pecuniary rewards, and a few have passed away from. 
ibis (ransitory world— among the latter may be enumerated 
Sir Edward Parry, Sir Jonii Eoss, and Sir John Sieb- 
ardson. Lieutenant Hooper, and Lieutenant £ane of the 
American Navy. 

An obelisk of Aberdeen granite has been erected in front 
of the Eoval Kaval Asylum, at Greenwich, to the memory 
of the gallant Lieutenant J. Bellot, of the Freuch Hoyal 
Mavy, on which the following inscription appeals:— 



I 



" To tbe intrepid rOQDg 

BELIiOT. 

Who In tbe endeftvour to resoae 

Shared tbe fate and ibe glory of thai 

niuetrioDs Navigator. 

From Ms Brttiab admlrera. 



-HOTIOTTBB J.ND BEWABSB. 

Dr. Eae and his party Lave received the Government 
reward of lO.OOOi. offered for the diacovery of the fate of 
Franklin, and Captiun Collineon 5,0001. for making in effect 
the North-west paasage. See aaie, p. 186. 

In tlie early part of tliia work, I have alluded to the zesl 
of the late Sir John Barrow in promoting Arctic diacovery, 
and his energy. ajixieW, and zeal hare been more tlian 
equalled by hi3 son. ia appreciation of the eateem and 
afiection m which Mr. John Barrow is held, aome 
forlj of the leading Arctic explorers presented him, in 
June, 1866, with a very linndsame teatiiaonial bearing l^e 
following inscription; — 

" To John Babboit, Esq., FJt.S., F.K.G.S., etc. 

" In gTBtenil remembrance of Ills kindness and itCention, and bb an 
acknowledgmeiit of his vslaHble exertions in furUiersnce of tiic search 

pamiied with herediCarr abllitr. ener^. snd deroMoii, this token ia 
prewnted by uveral or the oUeera employed In tlie Aiotic SeanJilag 
Expedition, is 48-3*." 

About the same time an elegant and costlj testimonial 
was also presented to Captain Sir Robert MOlure by a 
number of oiBcers of the Eoyal Nary, ia admiration of hia 
intrepidity and perBeveranco in penetrating through the 
Polar Ocean in aearch of Frankiin, which led to the eola- 
tion of the important geographical problem of the diicovery 
of the North-iTeat Paaaage, and has rendered his name 
illustrious in the naval anuals of the Brilisli empire. The 
teattmomal consiats of a winged figure of Fame standing 
on tiptoe on the part of tlie globe representing' the Polar 
aeaa, and in the act of blowing a trumpet. It is exquisitely 
carved in frosted silver, and stands on an ebony pedestal, 
which bears au appropriate inscription commemorating the 
services of t)io gallant Arctic navigator, and the motives in 
which the testimonial originated. 

Captain M'Clure, besides being knighted, has received 
the gold medala of the Eoyal Geographical Societies of 
England and France. A similar scientific compliment was 
paid to Captain Inglefield and Dr. Kane. 

The voyage of the Enterprise and Investigatoi; eastward 
from Behriag'a Strait along the shores of Arctic America, 
has opened out a new field for commercial speculation, and 
thrown open tonavigation the whole of the northern shores 
of America, of which our enterprising Transatlantic 
brethren — whose hundred sail of whale- ships have, doling 
the last few years, fished in Behring's Strait— will doubt- 
less take advantage. 
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to the volmne, and as b. ready reference to the b 
dates of the Beveral Kcpeditions ; more full detail 
ImTe already been given ; — 

John Ec.e9,/«.Mfoat.flJfrinn<fer 

BtjCHAN nod FBAHKLrM, DorolAea and Trent . . 
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